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Apoſtle affirms, That there is no, Juſti- 
£ I — by the 3 Wbt ſaith he, EA _ 
ou are juſtified by the „hin are fa 
EA — . That is, you 5 be 
Partakers of that Juſtification which is by Grace: 
Becauſe to have it by the Law, and to — it by 
* Grace, 


7 575 N the fourth Verſe of this Chapter, the 
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(chat is, to make a Man acceptable to Gop thro” 
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88 are oppoſite. To confirm this, he gives a 
Reaſon in this Verſe: For, ſaith he, Ia Ghrift Feſus, 


4 Jeſus) neither Circumci ſion availeth any Thing, 

ncircumciſion: neither the Keeping of any Part 
of the Ceremonial Law, or the Omiſſion of it, nor 
the Keeping of the Moral Law, or the Break- 
ing of it, will help to ingraft a Man into Cbri, 
or to make him acceptable to Gop through Crit. 
Nothing will do it, but only Faith; and that not 
an empty, idle Faith; but as he addeth ſurther, 


ſuch a Faith as works by Love. So that you have 


ion of that 
le to Gop 


two Parts in this Text: 1. AN 
which doth not make us accep 


through Chriſt; it is not our being circumciſed 


or uncircumciſed, or any Thing of that Nature. 
2. An Affirmation of, what it is that makes us | 
Sons of Gop; it is only Faith and Love; ſuch | 
a Faith as is accompanied with Love and good 
Works; ſo that you ſee, He removes all Works of 
ours; all Works, not only of the Ceremonial, but 
alſo of the Moral Law, conſider'd as the Means of 


Juſtification; becauſe they are oppoſite to Faith; | 


they exclude Faith, and Faith excludes them, fo 
that they are as well to be ſhut out, as the Works 
of the ehe Law. None of theſe, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, will do it. For you muſt know, the 
Way to Salvation is contrary to that of Damnation. 
Look how you loſt the Kingdom of Gop, ſo you 
muſt get it. As it was not our particular Breaches 


| of the Moral Law that loſt it; but the Fall of the 


firſt Adam: So we muſt go in again into Paradiſe 
by the ſame Way that we went out; that is, by 
King made Partakers of the Rightcouſn of 
nd Adam. Our Righteouſneſs is not the 

Way that the Loxp hath appointed Mankind to 
be ſaved by; but the Receiving of Fe/rs Cbriſt 
=_ 5 * But you muſt remember, 
that 


[ 
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that you muſt take Him, ſo as to love him. And 
it muſt be ſuch a Love, as is fruitful in good Works; 
not an empty, idle Love, that is, a Love in Shew 
only, but it muſt be a Love in Deed and inTruth. 


Ix the Handling of theſe Words, I will confi. 
der firſt, what'it is that puts us into the happy 
State of Life and Salvation; and that is, Faith 
that works by Love. Hence it is clear, that Faith 
and Love are the tuo Pillars, upon which our Sal- 
vation is built. Of Faith we have treated at large 
before; it remains now to ſpeak of Love; A 
here we will deliver this Point to you, that, 


'Wxros0EVER loves not the Lozp Jeſus, is not 
in Chriſt, and by Conſequence, is in a curſed and 
damnable Eſtate. Now becauſe this is neceſſari 
required, that you have Faith and Love, or el 
you are not in Chri/f, and cannot be acceptable to 
GoD thro' Chri/t: So our Buſineſs will be to on 
- unto von. what this Grace of Love i 2 


Lovs i is nothing elſe, but a Diteſtian of. the 
Will, whereby it cleaves to ſome good Thing 
greeable to itſelf. And this Diſpoſition 3 ele 
by two Effects: 1. It creates, in the Man that has 
it, a Deſire to have the Thing it loves preſerved. 
2, Of having it his own; an 9 7 ot it cauſes 
him to draw near to it, or elſe to draw the Thing 
near to himſelf. This is the Nature of Love. But 
this further you muſt note, that there are divers 
Kinds of Love. s 


F IRST, There is a Love of e 8 
a Man is well pleaſed with a Thing; when there 

is ſome Agreeableneſs between the Thing loved, 
—— the Frame of the Soul: So the Maſter loves bis 
Scholar that is every Way towardly: So the F ather 
loves his Son, as one in whom he is well pleaſed. 2. 


% 


2 
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There is a Love of Friendſbip, that goes beyond this 
Love of Complacency, when a Man both loves 
and is loved again: So a Man loves his Friend, 
and is loved again by his Friend. Laſtly, there is 
a Love of Dependence, when one loves a Perſon. 
upon whom all his Good depends. 


Now, we are ſaid to love the Lorp, with the 
Love of Complacency, becauſe He is a full ade- 
quate Object to the Joul: We love Him with a. 
Lav of Friendſhip, becaufe there is a mutual 
Love; He loves us, and we love Him; as the 
Spouſe ſaith, My Beloved is mine, and I am bis. 
Again, we love Him with a Love of Dependence, 
for we rely upon Him for all our Happineſs and 
Comfort. Now this Love, wherewith we love any | 
Object that is ſuitable to us, hath Degrees; and 
that Love is ſtronger, as the Object of that Love 
is more adequate and full; as it is more free from 
Mixture of Evil: And as it is more high and ſu- 
pernatural; as we depend upon it more, ſo wo 
loye it more. All theſe you ſhall find in Go p. 
Now lay theſe general Principles, and we will 
make Uſe of it afterwards: Only, before I paſs on, 


THERE is a natural Love that Gop hath placed: 
in the Heart of every Man, wherewith every Man 
loves himſelf, his Children, his Wealth, or any 
Thing by Nature that is good to him. And this 
natural Love, hath two other Loves hanging on it: 
The one is a ſinful Love, that carries it the wrong 
Way to love ſinful Things: The other is a ſpiri- 
tual Love, which ſets Banks, as it were, to the 
Stream of natural Affection; and not ſo only, but 
| elevates natural Love, and makes it an holy Love. 
So that all natural Love is to be ſubordinate to this, 
being given us to help us to go that Way that = 
8 e ritual 
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ritual Love ſhould carry us, even as the Wind helps. 
| the Ship, whereas otherwiſe it ſnould have been dri- 
ven with Oars: And therefore the Loxp, to help 
| us to love thoſe Things that are ſuitable-and con- 
venient to us, hath in Mercy put a natural Affec- 
tion into our Hearts, which yet is to an by: 
ſpiritual Love. 


As all Love comes from Similitude and Agree- 
ableneſs, and conſequently where there are two of a 
contrary Diſpolition, there muſt needs be Hatred; 
ſo every Man naturally hates Gop, by Reaſon of 
that Oppoſition and ty which is between 
the Nt of the one and — other. Therefore 
that Love may be wrought in the Heart of Man 
towards Gop, this ſinful Nature of ours muſt be 
broken in Pieces, and again be new moulded and 
framed. The love of Gop then is wrought in us 
by theſe two Things: Firſt, by breaking our Na- 
| ture in Pieces, as it were; that is, Humiliation, 
and by the Law. And Secondly, 1 By wo mouldi 
anew, which is done by Faith, and 


Was Man's Heart is broken, he is wilkn 
to take Chriſt as a Lo R D, as a Huſband; 8 
when Chrift hath diſcovered his Will to take him, 
and the Man hereupon reſolves to take Girift, then 
there ariſeth a holy, a conſtant, conjugal Love, 
wherein they are rooted. and grounded. This is 
the Love we are now to ſpeak of. So that to pre- 
us to love Chri/t, we muſt come to look an 
as upon that which is ſuitable and agreeable 
to us. And again, as one that is willing to receive 
us: And that you muſt mark diligently, 'There- 
fore we will give you this Definition of 2 
Fa out of that which hath been faid: 


bop Bh of the Heart, rifng from Fe 
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whereby we cleave to the LoRD, with a Purpo 7 of a 
Heart to ſerve Him, and to pleaſe Him in all Things. 


Tuts Love is fo neceſſary to Salvation, that he 
that hath it not, is in a curſed and damnable Con- 
dition; he is not in Criſt, if he do not love Him; 
as our Loxp faith, He that believes not ball be 
damm d, ſo we may ſay of Love; for there is a Tie 

between all theſe, Faith, Repentance, and Love. 

And therefore we find theſe Words put promiſcu- 
ouſly: Sometimes he that believes not, ſhall not be 
faved, ſometimes he that repents not, ſhall not be 
faved; ſometimes he that obeys not, ſometimes he 
that loves not, ſhall not be faved: And therefore 
the Scripture is clear in it, and there is good Rea- 
fon for it. Hs 


Fist, You know there is a Curſe belongs to 
him that breaks the Law. Now when a Man loves 
not, he breaks the whole Law: For as Love is the 
Keeping of the whole Law, fo the Want of Love 
is the Breach of it. So though a Man may do 
many Things, though he may keep the Sabbath, 
deal juſtly, hear the Word, yet becauſe it is not 
out of Love, he breaks the whole Law. And 
therefore he that loves not, is in a curſed and dam- 
nable Condition. 5 | f 


1 WEL > INOS. | 2 | 2 — A" * * 


Ac Alx, you know, in the Law of Gor, an 
Adulterer ought to die. Now he that loves not the 
Lok, is an Adulterer, that is, he is falfe to the 
Lord that ſhould be his Huſband. And when he 
loves not the LoRD, he doth love ſomewhat elſe: 
And doth it not deſerve a Curſe to prefer Pelf be- 
fore the LoxD? That he ſhould love Pleaſures more 
than Grop ?. That he ſhould /ove the Praiſe of Men, 
more than the Praiſe of Gon? And this is the Caſe 
ef every Man that loves not the Lord, he 3 
| | | S 
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the World: And he that loves the World is an 
Adulterer, ſaith St. James. 


Bur if it be of ſuch Moment to love the 
 LoRD, then let every Man look to himſelf, and 
conſider whether he have in his Heart this Love to 
the LoxD Jus; for whatſoever you do, though 
you pray never ſo conſtantly, though you ſanctif 

the Sabbath never ſo diligently, do what you will, 
yet if you love Him not, He regards it not. In- 
deed, when a Man doth love Him, the Lord 
bears with much; but when you love Him not, 
perform never ſo much, He rejects all: And there- 
ſore learn by this to know yourſelves, and to judge 
of your Condition. It may be, when we confeſs 
our Sins, we have no Thought of this, that we 
love not Chriſt, or at the leaſt, we have not conſi- 
dered what a Sin it is not to love Him; but you 
may know the Sin by the Puniſhment of it: Let 
him be accurſed that loves not the Lokp Jeſus, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 22. Let theſe Words be founding in your 
Ears, compare your Hearts to them. Sometimes 
caſt your Eye on the one, and ſometimes on the 
other, and ſee if it be not abſolutely required to 
love the Lok D. And again, reflect on your 
Hearts, and ſee if you be in the Number of thoſe 
that do love Him. 1 


Bur take Heed herein, that you deceive not 
yourſelves, for it is the Manner of Men, when we 
preſs the Love of Chri/t upon them, to ſay, „1 
hope I love the Lokp; I hope I am not ſuch a 
Miſcreant, as not to love Him:” Yea, but con- 
ſider whether thou do or no. When a Man loves 
his Wife, his Friend, his Son, his Sport, he knows 
he loves it; he hath the Senſe of that Love in him- 
ſelf. Therefore conſider with thyſelf, whether 
thou haſt any ſuch ſtirring Affection as the 

| OD 
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Lox Feſus, or no. Doſt thou feel thy Heart ſo | 


poſſeſſed with Him? Art thou ſick of Love, as the 
Spouſe faith in the Canticles; That is, are you 


grieved when He is abſent? Are you-glad when 


can get into his Preſence? For there is a Kind 


EH Painfolneks in Love: | And all Painſulneſs is of 
a quick Senſe. Therefore, if you love the | 


LoxD, when there is a Diſtance between Him and 


you, when He doth not look on you as he was 
wont, there will be Painfulneſs and Grief in it; as 
well as much Joy and Gladneſs when you have 
Him. Therefore, let this be one Way to examine | 
_— to Chri/t, ſee whether you feel Joy for | 


is Preſence, and Grief for his Abſence. 


Again; as it is an Argument of a Man that | 


loves not the LoRxp, that he walks not with Him, 
that he doth not converſe with him: So it is of 
one that loves Him, that he walks and converſes 
with Him Day by Day. Now, to walk with the 
Loxp every Hour, every Moment to conſider what 
the Loxp doth to you, what his Carriage is to 
you, what Paſſages of his Providence concern you; 
and on the other Hand, what you do to Him, what 
Carriage there is between you: I ſay, this Con- 


verſing is an Argument of Love. Shall a Wife | 


profeſs Love to her Huſband, and never come 
where he is, and never be in his Company? So, 
will you ſay, you love Chriſt, and not be 2 zent 
in Prayer, ſeldom converſe with Him, ſeldom ſpeak 
of Him? When you love your Friend, you are 
with him as much as you can, you love to 


with Him, and of him: Sö it is with the Lok b, if | 
you love Him, certainly you will love his Company, | 
you will love his Preſence. : 


Ter further, Love is a diligent Thing: When | 
a Man loves a Thing, he is diligent to obtain it; | 
he ſpares no Labour, no Coſt, he cares not what | 

2 5 he 
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he doth, ſo he obtain it. Do you take this Pains 


to draw near to Go p, to get Grace, to excel in 
it? Are you willing to put yourſelves to it, to de- 
ny yourſelves in your Eaſe, to take Lime from 
other Buſineſſes, and to beſtow it this Way? Are 
you content to put yourſelves to a harder T aſk, to 

forbear Things that are pleaſant, to take Pains for 

BY the LoxpD? If you love Go p, it will make you 
diba to obtain Hs 


 AcaAln,, Love is a Thing that is well pleaſ⸗ 
ed with itſelf; as we ſay, Love diſires no M ages, it 
is Wages enough to itſelf, it hath Sweetneſs enough 
in itſelf, deſires no Addition. And therefore if 
you love the LoRD, you ſhall know it by this; 
you ſerve, Him, and ſerve Him with all your Might, 
with all your Strength, tho' He ſhould give you 

no Wages. The very cryjoying of the LoRD, the 
having Communion with Him, the having the Aſ- 
ſurance of his Favour, fo that you can ſay, My Be- 
loved is mine, and I am my Beloved's, is Wages 
enough to a Man that loves; to ſuch a Man, 
though there were not Heaven to follow, though 
there were not a preſent Reward, nor a future, 
yet he would love the LoR PD; and if he love Him, 
there will be a Delight to ſerve Him; and enough 
0s him, is the Lozp's Favour, as Chriſi ſaith, It 

Mat and Drink to de my Father's Mill.. 


Bur beſides all this, If you love the Lox, it 
will conſtrain. you to pleaſe Him, to obey Him in 
all Things, to do what He requires; you cannot 
chuſe but do itz as the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. v. The. 
Love of Chriſt conſtrains us. It makes a Man do 
it, whether he will or no; it is like Fire in his 
Breaſt, he cares for no Shame; it makes him go 
through Thick and Thin. It is true, I may loſe 
my Reputation; you may reckon me a Mad-man 
ſome Men 4s think me ſo; but that is Nothing to 

VOL. X. B me: 
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me: I muſt do it, the Love of Chrif# conſtrains 
me. So that where Love is, it is ſuch a ſtrong 
Impulſe in the Heart, that it carries one on to ſerve 
and pleaſe the Lord in all Things, as a Man is 
carried in a ſtrong Stream. | TOY 


THEREFORE, when thou ſhalt find in thyſelf 
Joy for the Preſence, and Grief for the Abſence of 
the LoxD 7e/us; an carneſt Defire to be continu- 
ally in Company with Him, from Day to Day; 
when thou art exceeding diligent to get an Aſſu- 
rance of his Favour, and to excel in that Grace, 
without which thou knoweſt thou canſt not pleaſe 
Him; when thou art well-pleafed with what He 
doth, and thinkeſt it enough that thou haſt the Lox o 
Himſelf, though thou ſhouldſt have no other Wages; 
and when thou findeſt ſuch/ a ſtrong Impulſe in 
thine own Heart, that carries thee on to ſerve the 
Lorp; then you love Him: And if you love the 
Loan you are in CRY ITT Ten 3 norte 


Nov, we muſt beſeech you to examine your- 
ſelves by theſe Rules, and if you feel you want 
this Love of Chrift, we will lay down ſome Mo- 
tives to begetit in you. If we were able to preſent 
Him to you as He is, we ſhould effect this Thing; 
but that muſt be the Work of the Holy Ghoſt; | 
notwithſtanding we will briefly open to you ſuch 
Reaſons as we find uſed in the Scriptures. 

Ay firſt, Let this move you to love Him, that 
He is worthy to be beloved. Now what is it that 
makes any Thing worthy of Love, but the Excel- 
lency that we find therein. Now in the LorD 
there is all Kind of Excellency : Whatſoever is 
amiable under the Sun, all that you ſhall find in 
Him more abundantly. If ever you ſee an 
Thing excellent in any Creature, any Thing _—_ 

| : able 


Wo. 0 US @. 


% bn i Dn , , ̃ ̃ ES. oi. mh — 


\. FaiTn and Love. 156 


able in Man, any Beauty, any Virtue, any Ex- 
cellency, all theſe muſt be more abundant in Him 
that made theſe Creatures. And therefore, if you 
have any Love, (as there is no Man without ſome 
Love or other) to any Creature that ſeems beau- 
tiful to you, think with yourſelves, there is more 
Beauty in the Lox D. If ever you ſee in any Man 
any Nobleneſs, any Holineſs, any Excellency of 
Parts or Diſpoſition, know that it is more abun- 
dantly in the Lon D Teſus. Let theſe Rivers lead 
ou to that Ocean, to that Abundance of Excel- 
— 8 that is in the LoRx D. And if you love any 
Creature, let it. be with a little Love. Let your 
Affection be proportionable to the Object. As all 
Excellency exceeds in the LoRD, fo let your Love 
exceed towards Him. Love Him with all your Soul, 
and all your Strength. He hath that in an omni- 
potent Manner, that is but ſprinkled among the 
Creatures. Every Creature hath ſome Impertection 
in it, there is Somewhat in it may cauſe Averſion, 
there is no Man but hath ſome Weakneſs, no Crea- 
ture but hath ſome Want, ſome Defe& in it; but 


in the Lord there is no Want, there is Nothing 
in Him but that which is perfectly amiable, 


SECONDLY, conſider the Eaſineſs of the Conditi- 
on required of you after all that He hath done for 
you. It is no more than to love Him. If He had 
put you on a harder Taſk, you ought to have done 
it. if He had ſaid to us, You ſhall offer your Chil- 
dren to Me in Sacrifice, you ſhall give your own 
Bodies to be burned, who could have ſaid any thing 
to this? For He is the Lox p, the great Gop; our 
ſovereign Creator: but when the Lord aſks no 
more at our Hands but to love Him, will you deny 
Him? Mofes urged this Motive to the 1/raclites 
when he had deſcribed 2 them what denne ; 


* 
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done for them; Ard now faith he, what doth the 
LorD reguire of thee for all this, but only this, that 
thou leve the LorD thy Gon? As if he ſhould ſay, 

the LoxD might aſk much more at thy Hands; if 
He had, thou hadſt no Reafon to deny it: But all 
that He requires is that thou love Him: And wilt 


thou deny this unto Him? 


Tar DLY, conſider hs it is that hath planted 
this Love in thy Heart: Is it not the Lord that 
gives thee this very Affection? And when He calls 
for this Love again at thy Hand, doth He call for 

more than his own ? Shall He not gather the Grapes | 
of his own Vineyard? And ſhall He not eat the 
Fruit of his own Orchard? He hath planted in us 
0 H Affections, and ivy ought to be age no 
= im. 


TE, FoonTnLy, ole ou are engaged to love 

the EoxD, and that ſhould be a great Motive to 
vou: You are Witneſſes that you have choſen the 
Lord this Day to ſerve Him, ſaid Jaſbua to the 
__ 16. xxiv. 22. As if He ſhould fay to 
them, 'You are not now to chooſe, you are now 
engaged. You cannot go back, ꝓou have profeſ- 
fed, you have choſen the LozB to ſerve Him, 
therefore you are Witneſſes againſt yourſelves. 80 
I may fay to every Man that hears me, you are en- 
gaged to love the Log: Why? Becauſe ou. are 
baptized in his Name, you avs taken Him for 
your Maſter, and for your Father, therefore He 
may challenge it at your Hands. If I be a Father, 
zobere is my Honour? If I be a Mafttr, where is 
my Fear, Mal. i. 6. He may challenge 4 —— 
for you are his; He hath bought you, yea, LY 
0 re xr ou; He hath ald 2 Price more worth 
than us e hath bought us with his Blood: And 


what hath He bought us for but to be his; that is, 
to 
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to love Him? Therefore, when we love Him not, 
we rob Gop of ourſelves, we do an unnatural 
| Thing; it is Treachery and Injuſtice in us. As 


you know, it is one Thing in a Woman that is 


free from her Huſband, to neglect a Man that is a 


Friend; but when ſhe hath engaged herſelf, and 
the Match is made, it is Adultery. So every one 
of us that loves not the LorD, fins the more, be- 


W cauſe He is engaged to Him, Deut. xxxii. 13. Thou 
Vr ſcaleſt the ſirong Gop of thy Salvation, thou for- 
fſakeſt Him to whom thou art engaged; He is the 


ſtrong Gop of thy Salvation. Therefore conſider 


Fi this; for ſeeing 8 have ſuch an Affection as Love 


is, you mu 


eſtow it ſomewhere; Somewhat 
you muſt love: And you muſt know again, it is the 
beſt Thing you have to beſtow, for it commands 
all in you; and where will you beſtow it? Can 
you find any Creature upon whom to beſtow it 


rather than the LoR D? Will you beſtow it 
| upon any Man? The Lord exceeds them, as 
David faith, I bo among the Gods is like Thee? That 
is, take the moſt excellent among Men, that are 
reckon'd as Gods, yet who among them is like 


unto Thee? Or what will you beſtow your Love 
upon? Your Wealth, or your Pleaſures? You 
muſt tiznk the Lok p will take this 3 ill 


at your Hands, that you ſhould beſtow this 


tion elſewhere, than on Him, to whom you are 
engaged. 


 FirTHLY, An eſpecial Motive for a: Man to 
love the Lok, is to conſider what He hath done 


for him in Particular. Remember what Paſlages 


have been between the Lokp and you, from the 


Beginning of your Youth. Recount the parti- 
cular Kindneſſes and Mercies you have received 


from the Lord: It is He that doth all for us; it 


is He that feeds us; it is He that cloaths us; we 


B 3 | have 
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| have not a Night's Sleep, but He gives it to us; 
we have not a Bleffing, but it is from his Hand; 
there is not a Judgment that we eſcape, but it is 
through his Providence: The Conſideration then 
of theſe Particulars, ſhould be as fo many Sparks 
to brecd in us a Flame of Love towards the Lorn. 
Think then, how unreaſonable a Thing it is, that 
you ſhould forget this Gop, that you ſhould not 
think on Him, that you ſhould not love Him that 
. hath done thus much for you. mY I 


LasrI, Conſider that the Lord loves you, 
for that is the greateſt Motive to win us to love 
Him; for as Fire begets Fire, ſo Love begets Love. 
This was the Cauſe that S. Paul loved the Lord, 
He that loved me, and gave Himſelf for me, faith 
he, Gal. ii. 20. Conſider this Love of the LorD, 
and let this beget in you a reciprocal Aﬀection 


towards Him: Put all together, and conſider the 


Lord is worthy to be beloved; that He requires 
Nothing but Love of you for all that He hath 
done for you; that Gop planted Love in your 
Hearts, and therefore doth but call for his own; 
that He hath done you ſo many Kindneſſes, that 
| you are ſo engaged to Him, that you are not now 
to chuſe; and let theſe Things move thee to love 
Him; at leaſt as He is worthy to be beloved, bring 
your Hearts to this, to deſire to love Him, 


You will ſay, We may deſire long enough, 
but how ſhall we be able to do it?” Firſt, You muſt. 
pray for it; come to the Lord and tell Him, That 
you deſire to love Him; that you would fain do it, 
if you could, and beſeech Him not to deny you 
that Requeſt, that you know is according to his 
_ And be afſured, that the Lord will not re- 

ife you, efpecially if you beg it importunately at 
his Hands. * * r * 
| L | * 
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Ir you aſk, How Prayer enables' ns to love 
Wop? I anſwer, Partly by obtaining at Gop's 
lands, a Power fo to do; for when you cry ear- 
eſtiy for it, He cannot deny you. When the 
ame and the Blind were importunate, He never 
eglected any, but healed them; fo when you cry 
Wo the Lord and ſay, I would fain love thee, but 


os 


cannot; will He not be as 8 to heal thy 
Poul, to give thee Legs to run after Him, and Eyes 
o ſce Him, as he was to heal the Lame and the 
Bor beſides that, Prayer brings us to converſe 
Wand to have Communion with Gop, and by that 
Means, Love grows between us: As you know 

hen you converſe with Men, it is a Means to get 
Love. Again, the Lord delights to ſhew Him- 
Wiclf to a Man that is much in Prayer, yea, at ſuch 

a Time, for the moſt Part; as he ſhew'd himſelf 
to Chri when he was praying, as He did to Me- 
V, to Cornelius and others. And again, Prayer 

cxerciſeth this Love, it blows up a Spark, and 
makes it a Flame. Therefore much Prayer begets 
much Love: If you would be abundant in Love, 
be fervent and frequent in Prayer. 


You will ſay, © Prayer is a general Means for 
other Things; why do you put it as a. particular 
Means to get Love?“ The Reaſon is, becauſe 
Love in an eſpecial Manner, is a Gift of the Spi- 
[rit,, a Fruit of the Holy Ghoſt; and it muſt be a 
peculiar Work of the Spirit to beget it. It is true, 
Faith comes ty Hearing, and Hearing begets Faith; 
which is done likewiſe by the Spirit: But Love is 
more peculiarly than other Graces, the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. None are able to love Jeſus, but 
he in whom the Holy Ghoſt hath planted this Af- 
tection; Therefore the Way to get it, is carneſtly 
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| Ghoſt, to go to Him, and ſay, Loxp, I am not 
able to do it: This Acknowledgement of the Pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt is the Way to prevail. 


ANoTHER ſpecial Means to enable you to love 
the Lok, is to conſider your Sins, what you are, 
what Hearts you have, and what Lives you have 
led, and how gracious Gop hath been to you. 
You know Mary Magdalene loved much, becauſe 

ſhe had much forgiven her; that is, ſhe had great 
Senſe of her Sins, the Lok had opened her b es 
to ſee what ſhe had been: And becauſe ſhe ſaw 


ber own Vileneſs, and thereby the Goodneſs of the 


LorD, who had forgiven her, he laved much. For 
when we are humble and little in our own Eyes, 
and the Loxp ſhall come and ſhew Mercy on us; 
when a Man ſhall ſee his Sin, and think with him- 
ſelf, I am tuorthy to be deftroyed, I can expect no- 
thing but Death; and the Lord ſhall come ſud- 
denly, and tell him, You hall live, and ſhall re- 

concile Himſelf to him; This will command Love. 
So when we conſider how we have behaved our- 
ſelves to Him, and yet He hath offered us Peace, 
and yet He faith, Return, and I will forgive you; 
this ſhould work on the hardeſt Heart. "Therefore 
_ conſider your Sins. But remember it is not enough 
to fay, I am a Sinner; but come to particular 
Sins, as Paul did: I was a Blaſphemer, ſays he, I 
was a Per ſecutor, and yet the LoD had Mercy on 
me : So be you likewiſe ready to fay, I have com- 
mitted ſuch and ſuch Sins, it may be Uncleanneſs, 
it may be Sabbath-breaking and Swearing, and yet 
the LorD hath been merciful, or is willing to re- 
ceive me to Mercy. Fa Man's Wife iy the Har- 
lat, will be return to her? No, be will put her a- 


21 way, and give her a Bill of Divorcement : But 


when the Lord faith, But you have done it, and 


done 


% 


p pray, to acknowledge the Power of the Holy | 
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| done it oft, and with many Lovers; and get return 
again to me, and I will receive you to Mercy; this 
ſhould melt our Heart, and cauſe us to love the 


Lokp. 


I PROCEED now to ſhew you what Properties of 
Love we find in the Holy Scriptures. 


You ſhall find this to be one ""INYAS of "PIN it 
will be content with nothing but Love for Love. 
If one love another, let the Beloved do never fo 
much, let him be never fo kind in his Actions, 
never fo bountiful, yet except the Lover have Love 
| again, he is content with Nothing. Indeed when 
we do not love a Man, we can be content thou 
his Heart go another Way, fo that we enjoy Profit 
| by him; but it is the Nature of true Love to deſire 
to be aid i in its own Coin. Now if thou love the 
Lord Feſus, if thou mighteſt have all the Bleſſings 
that He could beſtow upon thee, if He ſhould open 
his Hand wide, and compaſs thee about with A- 
bundance, yet, without an Aſſurance of his Love, 
| thou wouldſt not be content therewith, = IF 

would not be at Reſt. 


Aeli if you lere the Lend vel, you ein 
alſo love his Appearing. It is certain every Man 
that loveth the Loxp , haſteneth to the Com- 
ing of the Lox p, and it muſt be fo in Reaſon. For 
if you love any, you muſt needs love their Pre- 
ſence: And ſeeing the Apoſtle hath choſen out this 
Note, why ſhould not we preſs it in our Examinas 
tion of ourſelves, whereby we 8 whether 
we love the LoRxD 7, 2 5 45 nof Whether we de- 
ſire to be with the Lokp? Whether we can ay 
with St. Paul, we hats to 4 ar TIN ard fo ov 
with T Lozp? 1 


* 4. 4 1 44 4 
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TainpLy, It is another Property of Love, he 
that loveth is very ready to ſpeak of the Party be- 


loved, to fall into his Praiſes, and to keep no Mea- 


ſure in it: So is it in this Love to the Lon D Fe/zws. 
Do _ou profeſs to love the Lok, and yet never 
delight to ſpeak of Him? nor delight to hear others 


ſpeak of Him? Mariners are delighted to talk of 


their Voyages, and Soldiers of their Battle; and if } 
you delight in the LorD, certainly your T ongucs i 
will be much in ſpeaking of Him, you will be rea- 


dy to do it upon all Occaſions. Oui MA the Abun- 


nce of the Heart, the Mouth fpeateth: And if Love 


to the Loxp abound in your Hearts, this Love 


will be expreſſed in your Tongues, upon all Occa- 
ſions: And therefore, you may judge of the Mea- 
ſure of your Love by this. 


Axp now what will you ſay for yourſelves, that 
you ſpeak no more upon thoſe ſeveral Occaſions, 
that you meet with in the World? Is it becauſe 
you are aſhamed to make an open Profeſſion of 
Ghrift? Certainly it is not a Sign that you love the 
Lord Jeſus: for he that loveth, is never aſhamed; 
becauſe whom a Man loveth, he magnificth, he 
prizeth much, he hath a high Eſteem of: And 
therefore that Baſhfulneſs and Fearfulneſs that you 
object, will not keep you back, if. you love the 
Lox in Sincerity. Or is it becauſe you cannot 
ſpeak? Becauſe you are not able to do it as well as 
others? Why? When you. love any, that Love 
will teach you to ſpeak, it will quicken the dulleſt 


Invention: Love ſharpeneth, and maketh the rudeſt 


2 eloquent. It is the Nature of Love to ſet 
the Heart to work, and when the Heart is ſet on 


Work, the Tongue will be as the Pen of a ready 


Writer. You know how the Apoſtle ſets it forth, 
Our Heart is enlarged to you: Love openeth the 
Heart wide, and the Heart openeth the 8 
© FE. © here- 
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herefore if you love the Lozp much, you will 
ſpeak much of Him. , . 


FouRTHLY, Love will do and ſuffer much for. 
the Party beloved. As St. Paul was abundant in 


r 

Love, fo was he abundant in Labour likewiſe; and 
f Ewhoſoever aboundeth in Love, will abound in 
'Y orks alſo. Therefore ſee what you do for the 


Loxp Jeſus; ſee what you ſuffer for his Sake. 
When Chrift came to St. Peter, and aſked him that 
Queſtion, - Love/t thou me? and Peter had appeaPd- 
to Him, that he did; He bids him ſhew his Love 
by the Fruit of it, Feed my Lambs: And as that 
was the Work that Chri/t put Peter upon for the 
Trial of his Love, fo I may ſay to every one of 
you, If you will ſnew that you love the LoR D 7e- 
, do the Works that belong to your particular 
Place: For every Calling hath a particular Work. 
If you love the Loks, be diligent in that Calling, 
which Chriſt hath given you to do Him Service in. 
It was Chrift's own Speech, I have nd thy 
Name; that is, in that Charge thou gaveſt me to 
perform: So you muſt ſhew your Love to Gop'in 
doing the Actions of your particular-Callings dili- 
gently. Vou know, when that Woman's Heart 
abounded in Love to -Chrift, it found out a Way 
to ſhew itſelf in breaking the Box of Ointment, 
and pouring it on his Head. * 15 


ITT 2 
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. AND as you will be ready to do much, fo you 
will be really to ſuffer much alſo: Theſe two I put 
together, becauſe Suffering is a Kind of Doing; it 
Lis a Lager Things, when there is Pain or Diffi- 

culty. Now if you love the Loxp Jeſus, ſee what 
you will ſuffer for his Sake; thoſe that we love we 
are exceeding ready to ſuffer for. A Huſband that 
loves his Spouſe, is exceeding ready and willing to 
ſuffer any Diſpleaſure of Parents, or F —_ — 


-ſaffer the Loſs of his Eſtate, Diſcredit in the World, 


portunity to ſuffer Se 
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he is ready to break thro' all, and to do any Thing, 


ſo he may obtain her Love at the laſt: So, if you 
love the LORD Jeſus, you will . ſuffer any Thing 
for his Sake. And therefore it was, the Commen- 


dation of the Hebrews, an Argument of their Sin- 
cerity, that they Taffered the Spoiling of their Goods 


with Fey. Whence came this, but from their Love 


to, the LoRD? They were ſo far from being back- 
ward to ſuffer, that they were glad to have the Op- 
\ e t for his Sake. orn. 


Vou will ſay, perhaps, „I am ready to do 
much for the Lon, and I hope I am not back- 
ward to ſuffer for Him.” It is well, if it be ſo; 
but let me aſk thee, In what Manner doſt thou do 
what thou doſt? The, Manner of your Doing, is 
All in All: You muſt do and ſuffer, but they muſt 
both be done willingly. A Man may do much for 


the LorD,. out of Fear of Hell, and this is little | 


worth. It ſhould all come from the Heart, or it 
ayails not. You may keep the Sabbath, and pre- 
ſent _ yourſelves at Prayers and at Sermons z it is 
well you do ſo, but yet when your Hearts are ge- 
ing after Covetonfneſs, the Lo Rx D looks upon this, 
as upon a formal Performance. It is another Kind 
of Doing, that the Loxp requires at your Hands. 


It may be you perform Duties in ſecret, but that 
is not enough: You my perform them as a Taſk, | 


and are glad when the Bulineſs is done; but when 
ou do it out of Love, you will do it in another 
— SY not in this Formality. If you ſerve the 


* | 


Lonp out of Love, it is not the Praying to Him 
Morning and Evening that will content you, but 


it is the Working upon your Hearts, till you have 
brought them to a good Frame of Grace: You 


* 


will never give over till, your Hearts be quicken'd 
in Prayer, till you have found that Gop hath an- 


ſwered 


— 
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5 ſwered you, 'till you have had Experience of his 
Mercy and Loving - kindneſs towards you. 
G Adernzn property of Love is, it is full of 
1 Heat: Therefore, in Cant. viii. 6. it is compared 
p to Coals of Funiper : And from that Phraſe uſed in 


Matt. xxiv. 5. Iniquity ſhall abound, and the Love 
of many ſhall wax K's we learn that Love is 
hot. Therefore, if you would know, whether 
ou love the LoxD TFeſus or no, conſider what 
Heat and what Fire there is in you. 


a Now what are the P ies of Fire? Wherein 
J doth Love and that agree e 

| I. FIRE, ow know, is the moſt active of all 
Elements. Cold benumbeth a Man, and is the 
I greateſt Enemy to Action. If thou love the Lon 

| Jeſus, thou ſhalt find thy Love will have that Pro- 


perty of Fire, to ſet all on Work in thee; it will 
ſet thy Tongue on Fire, thy Hands on Fire, thy 
Head and Heart on Fire; every Thing that is with- 
in thee will be working, and doing ſome Service 
or other to the Lokd.. When a Man wanteth 
Love, he is as a Man benumbed, as a Man 'fro- 
zen, not apt to any Thing; but the more Love, 
the more Aptneſs and Readineſs he hath to ever 
good Work. 1 455 


2. Fu is of a quick Nature, fo alſo is Love. 
Therefore Love hates nothing ſo much as Delays. 
Conſider this therefore; Art thou ſpeedy in thy 
put off, from Day to Day, any Thing that is to 
be done: Thou wilt not fay with thyſelf: „ Iwill 
—_— my Courſe of Life, but not yet:” -+No, if 
thou love the LoRDd, thou wilt do it preſently. 

PH nenne, 50h Deb oat | 
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3. Besves, Fire is earneſt and vehement; Love 


is the ſame. Look what a Man loves, upon that i 
he beſtows the Top of all his Affections, and the 
main Strength of his Intentions run that Way. 
Examine whether thou love the LoD Jeſus or no. 


If thou love Him, thou wilt look upon Things, 
as regarding them not; thou wilt grieve for them, 
as F thou grieved/t net, and rejoice as if thou re- 
Joicedſt not; thou wilt uſe the World as if thou uſedff 
ait not; thy Heart will be taken up about Chriſt, 
and about the Things that belong to the Kingdom 
of Gop; thy Intentions will be ſet upon the Things 
that belong to the Service of Gop, and thy own 
Salvation. This is a Thing by which you may 


plainly diſcern the Truth of your Love. Examine 
therefore what it is upon which you beſtow -the | 


main of your Intentions. - If you love the Lord 
Feſus, and be rightly affected towards Him, you 
will eſteem Nothing great, but the Enjoying of 
his Favour, and Nothing of worſe Conſequence 
than the Loſs of it; nothing will be of any great 
Moment to you, but only Sin, and Grace; Sin 
that diſpleaſeth Him, and Grace that brings you 
into Favour with Him. As for other Things, you 
will look. upon them as Trifles. You will not put 
the Strength of your Minds to any Thing elſe, 
but Him. = il 2 DEC 398%, *1 SAS 


4. FIRE hath alſo this Property, that it is ſtill 
enlatging itſelf, ſtill growing on, turning every 
Thing into its own Nature; it is overcoming, ant 
it is not ready to be overcome: This is note, 
Cant. vii. 6. Much Water cannet quench: it, it is 


Lr 


N 


as rang Death : Now. Death you know overcomes th 
all; ſo will Love, it wilt break-through all Impe- H 
diments. Conſider, whether you End this Diſpo- th 
ſition in yourſelves, that your Hearts are ſtill draw- u 


ing nearer and nearer to the Lord, — 
2 . 7 ; i 4 » hk uf > 
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ill aſpiring towards Heaven, that you are ſtill po- 


© compence the Loxn? It will be d 
do, it will be glad of any Occaſion of | 
Thing that may be acceptable to Gop. V 


exceed in t 


mit yourſelves, you will not think thus; “ I will 
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Vork of Grace. 


ing on ward, and thriving in the 
eee ee ee b ie willing 
to do all kind Offices, and looks for no Recom- 
pence. Love whereſoever it is found, is free in 


doing that it doth, and examines neither how 


much we ſhould do, nor how much we ſhall re- 
ceive for doing it: Se if your Love be right to the 


© Lox, you will not ſtand conſidering what you 


are bound to do of Neceflity ; whether you are 


bound to pray in your Families or no, or whether 


you ate bound to keep the Sabbath ſo exactly as is 


commanded; whether you are bound from giving 
ſo much Liberty to yourſelves in vain. Speeches; 
dut Love will rather ſay, What ſhall I do to re- 
iſing what to 


_ 
you ſer Limits to yourſelves,” and are afraid 
ing too far, and doing too much, it is a Sign wh 
you do cometh not from Love. If then love 
the LoxD ef aright, why do you not labour to 
Duties of Obedience? Why do you 
blame thoſe that go farther than rence” are wil · 
ling to go? Why do you quarrell with that Exact- 
neſs and Strictneſs which is required in walking in 


che Ways of Gon? Love is abundant in the Work 


it doth, and if you love the Lon, you will not 


do as much as will bring me to Heaven, and no 
more; I will take juſt ſo much Pains as that I may 


ot be damned; but J will do no more than needs; 
this I hope may be ſpared, and I may 4 to 
=” 


Heaven well enough notwithſtanding.” © 
there be Love in you, you will ſtrive to do to the 


Jutmoſt of your Power. Again, you will not be ſo 


exact, nor indent with - RD what He will do 
BESS IS | 2 to 


St. Paul did, 1 Bote Wham I have truft 
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ol the Thing it hates, Anger doth not ſo. Anger 
E deſires 
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to ou; but though He be flow” in rewardi 
— He ſtay long, and ſuffer you to go — 
out taking any Notice of you, as it were; nay per- 
haps gives you many Afflictions and Perſecutions, 
Poverty, Trouble, or Sickneſs; though the Loxn 8 
doth not do what you expect, et your Love will 
be free, it will go on; you ou ſhall be __ 


He was reſolved to ſerve the 3 to do his Ut- 
moſt ; though the Lo did reſerve Himſelf and z 
the Recompence of Reward to a farther Time. 1 


Ao eim, pu umy judge e ee a 
Feſus by another Property of Love, which is a: Ha- 
tred of _ examine yourſelves by this, for it is a 
ſure Rule, i _ love the LoRD; you will hate that 
which is Evil. And here leſt you miſtake the Be- 
ing angry at Sin, becauſe perhaps it hath brought 


you into Trouble and Diſtreſs, for Hatred there- 
— f 


of; I will lay before you three Things 
Hatred differs from Anger, that. you 
ponies, nag "whiter you hate — —_ no. 


© a. 
+. % 
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FinsT, Hatred i is {tors of Generals: If a Man 
hate Drunkenneſs, he hates it in all Drunkards. A 
Man is angry with this or that Particular, but Ha- 
tred is of all. I would aſk thee, doſt thou hate all 
Sin, all that belongs to Sin? If it be this or that 
Sin only, are but angry with Sin, 'you do not 
hate it: For Hatred falls always upon the Gene- 


ral. Examine therefore if you find this Diſpoſition 
in your Hearts, that you hate every Sin. - Whatſo- 


ever is contrary to the LorD, do you hate, reſiſt, 
and ſtrive againſt that? If fo, this i 55 a Sign that vou 
love the Lonn, and truly hate Sin. vor 


SECONDLY, Hatred defices the utter DeſtruRion 


That is, 
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W dcſires but a Revenge proportionable to the Injury. 
W Therefore we lay. 2 is a Kin of Jultice-in 
Anger; it would not have the Party that it is an- 
8 pry with, to be deſtroyed, but it would have him 
| Eoſible of its Diſpleaſure; it would have Something 
11 ._ ang nn ht anſwer the Injury that is offered; 
but Hatred deſires the Deſtruction of a Thing ut- 
We terly. Now do you fo with your Sins? Do you 
deſire to have them wholly rooted out? to have your 
Luſts throughly and perfectly mortified ? Are you 
HE willing to have Sin clean taken away? If fo, it is a 
Sign you hate it indeed. - ao es Ws 


LAST, Hatred differeth from Anger in this, 
chat it is implacable. Anger is a ſudden Paſſion 
that dies away after a Time; Hatred comes from 
Judgment: It is a Bent, a Diſpoſition and Frame 
of the Will that continues. Is your Diſpoſition ſuch 
to your Sins? Examine yourſelves. Nothing is 
more frequent, than to be angry at ſome Sin, for 
the preſent; but does your Hatred continue? If not, 

you do but fall oat with your Sins, and grow Friends 
with them again. If you did hate them, as you 
ſhould, you would never return to Amity with 
them more. If you. thus hate Sin, this is an Argu- 
ment of your Love to the Lon D %s. N 


- SUFFER me now to try a little farther if you love 
Him or not. Do you not knowingly grieve Him, 
and vex Him from Day to Day? If this be your 
\ Caſe, it is certain you love Him not. Some there 
are that profeſs much Love to the LoxD Jes, but 
| yet * their Time idly, are diligent in no Call- 
ing, but waſte their precious Opportunities of doing 
Good, in doing Nothing that is profitable, either 
to themſelves or others; but eat and drink, and riſe 
up to play. It is the Caſe of many of our young 
Gentlemen. A Tre Thing before Men, — 
My eee n en een, 
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abominable in the Sight of Gop, that Men ſhould 


live like Beaſts, and make their Souls like the Souls 
of Swine, ſerving for Nothing: but to keep 
Bodies from Putreſaction; doing ſo much the leſs 
Work, becauſe they have the more Wages; bury- 


ing ſo many precious Talents, (whereof their Time 
is the chief, becauſe it helpeth to improve all 


the reſt,) of Which they ſhall give an exact Ac- 


count at that Day, ben Gop hall judge the Se- 


crets of Men's Hearts according to our Goſpel. Do 
you profeſs that you love the Les 
you neglect Him thus? 


As I ſpeak to thoſe that are young, 
their Time in doing Nothing; ſo I ſay the ſame to 
thoſe that are of more Vears, that e their Lives 


in doing Something indeed, but it is not that which 
it in another Manner 


they ſhould do; or in doing 
than they ought; thoſe . are ſo drowned in Buſi- 
neſs, that they have no Vacancy to feed their Souls 
within, to cloath them with Graces. For you muſt 
know, my Brethren, that your Souls have Need My 
be trimmed every Morning, as well as the Body ; 
they have Need of of Breakfa , and Dinner, and 2 
erciſe, as well as the : And as you fail in 
giving this to the Soul daily, ſo you find it 
proportionably Ianguiſh and faint. Do you think 
that you love the LoxD Jeſus in Earneſt, 
and yet have ſcarce Leiſure to think of Him from 
Morning to Night; that you cannot take Time to 
ſpeak to Him, to ſeek es nor to prepare Pow 
Hearts for Him | 


46 
Bur, it ma "hg you 710 ay 5 our Mean- 
ing is good, se 

and that you are well Feed to ri, and there- 
fore ſurely you do not hate him. Y. Brethren, 
you. are deceived in this; your Meaning is not 
| good ; 3 for while you caſt _ Commandments of 


Goo 


theit 
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g, that end 


u do frequently do amiſs, 
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| Gop behind you, you-caſt Him away; and while 
vou lightly and careleſsly deny the Loxn by your 
| evil Deeds, you cannot mean well. At beſt it 
can only be faid, You do not mean at all. Try 
| yourſelves then; if you love the Lok p, you will 
W reverence him. You know, whom we love we 
W reverence, and dare not do any Thing unmeet in 
their Sight. Take any one whom we love, whoſe 
good Opinion we ſeek for, and we had rather that 
all the World ſhould fee us do an unſeemly Thing, 
than that he ſhould; and certainly if you love the 
Lon, you would not dare to provoke Him to his 
Face. Therefore this Careleſſneſs in ſerving of 
Him, this Accounting it a light Matter to commit 
Sin, is a certain Sign of Want of Love to the 
LorD Jeſus. ö | | 9 5 | 
- f * * 


- In the ſecond Place, as you may try your Loy 
by your taking Care not to offend Gop, ſo you 
may try it by your Sorrow after you have offended 
Him. So much Sorrow for Sin, ſo much Love. 
And you may take it for a ſure Rule; in what 
Meaſure any Man deſires to pleaſe the Lok, in 
that Meaſure he will be grieved that he hath diſ- 
pleaſed Him. Therefore examine thyſelf: Haſt 
thou ſinned againſt Him many Times, and doſt 
thou look back upon thoſe Sins in a careleſs Man- 
ner? Be ſure thou loveſt Him not. If a Child, or 
a Wife commit any Thing againſt a Father or 
8 Huſband, and they ſhall withdraw themſelves, and 
profeſs themſelves diſpleaſed, and yet the Child or 
Wife be never troubled at this, is it not plain, 
they do not love Him? So likewiſe your Want of 
Sorrow for Sin, is a ſure Argument that you love 
not the LorD. 5 6 ES 8 
Ap yet how many Motives have you to love 
Him, beſides what have already been laid 1 


7 
4 
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As firſt, It is this Love that ſets a Price on all that 
you do. As this Stamp is ſet on your Actions more 
or lefs, ſo they are more or leſs acceptable. This 
was that which ſet a Price on the Widow's Mite, 
that will ſet a Price on a Cup of cold Water: This 
ſet a Price upon Abels Offering, and made it more 
acceptable than his Brother's. The meaneſt Ser- 
vice when it hath this Stamp on it, is current and 
— in Gop's Sight, he accepts it; but the greateſt 
ormance without it, is nothing. f thou give 
thy Body to be burned, without Love it is nothing, 


© Bxs1Dxs this, conſider, that if thou love the 
Loxp, thou fhalt-be no: Loſer by it. In all other 
Love a Man ſeems to be a Loſer; for when you 
beſtow your Time, your Pains, your Money, on 
another, you have ſo much the leſs yourſelf. Hence 
it is that Men are ſo backward to love in good 
Earneſt. They love in Shew and in Compliment; 
that is eaſy; but to love indeed is difficult, becauſe 
it takes ſomewhat from them. But in loving the 
'Lonv, it is not ſo: When you give the Lox D your 
Hearts, He will give you them every Jot again, 
and reſerve not any for Himſelf. My Meaning is, 
whatſoever you beſtow on the Lok p, all the Love 
that you give to Him, it redounds to your Advan- i 
tage, you gain by it all: As we fee, . xlviii. 17. 
I am the LoRD that teacheth thee to profit; 31 3 
thou keep my Commandments, thy Proſperity ſhall be 
2s @ Flood, and thy Nejoicing as the Waves of the i 
. Sea. As it is faid of the Sabbath, ſo I may ſay of | 
this Commandment, and all the reſt, it was made 
for Man, and not Man for this; that is, for the 
Profit of Man, for the Advancement of Man. Thy 
loving the Lord is for thy Advantage, thou gain- 
eſt by it: As it is, Deut. v. 29. Ob, faith He, that 
there were a Heart in this People to love me, and ti 


fear 


* 
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Wear me; then it /bould zo well ith: them, and their, 

ore Children after them: Not that I might gain, and 
: Hou loſe, but that it might oY well with you and 

Wy our! Children forever. Pe 

Wyourſelf, „“ If I love Gon, I ſhall loſe much Li- 

berty, much Delight.“ No; though thou ſeemeſt- 


nd Lon p, yet thou gaineſt all this; the Lokp gives 
eft i — thy Heart again, and gives thee Leave to diſ- 
* * it; He gives thee Leave to love thy F riends, 
77 4 — 


7 Wie and; Childrens, as long as thou 
doſt it lawh My; onlyggou muſt do it at his Com- 
mand. Vea, when we 

He not only gives us them again, but He gives 
them much better than He received them. As the 
Heavens return Vapours again that ariſe out of the 
Earth, in pure Water, much Lum; A than, they 2 
ceived them; ſo if thy Heart, th impure, thy fi in 
ful Heart aſcend to — Lond, He will give it thee: 
again much better. As the Earth receives the Sea - 
water, into its Bowels, mudd y, ſalt, and briniſh, 
and after havi ing ſtrained” and purified, it, returns. 
4 3 Spri Fountains, pure, and clean, and- 
So the Lokp doth with us: If thou wouldft 
— thy Heart's Deſire, thy Affections to Him, 
thou Woulaft have all again, only with , this Dif- 
ference, thy Affections * uld — more pure, thy 
3 , <3 INT and all'the Faculties of thy Soul 
= renew'd. 80 that take a Man that loves Him 
ſelt, and that thinks, Wirth 2 what you will, 
I will go mine own-Wa Compare this Man 
with another, that reſolves 1 thas wich — 
« Well, from hence I will deny myſelf, — 

my Heart wholly to the 3 be Qu — 
now is, Which of theſe are Gainers? I 1 the 
latter hath as much Liberty and as much Power of 
his own Heart, as much Uſe of all that is within 
dee 1 other: All the Difference is, the ng 


2 A 


1 


Þ 


7 . NY 8 


aps you think with 


to loſe this when thou giveſt thine Heart to the 


our. Hearts to the Lorpy | 


\ 
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is an unjuſt Detainer, the Loxp hath made the 


other Steward of his own- Heart. So that the 
Lord hath thy Heart, and yet it is thy own 
Heart ; thou mayeſt diſpoſe of it as a Steward un- 
der thy Maſter: 'Fhou haſt it as before, oe You Saree 
on 20 


thou iſpoſeſt « it cs fon his Arenen, 


ſs own. 1 -£ * fer} it H l 
| 4's 25, 41 TT — 4 


- My Brethren, . — for Conetikan) that 


it is — every — . nb de be, 
cepts: But, mutt: im wet 

e allyier Seats you know; that ehi is every 
where required in the 8 tures: That is, the 
Lorp will have the whole of 'your'Aﬀec- 
tions, Defires, and Intentions, ' and your Endea- 
vours to run to Him; there muſt not any Rivulet 
run out of it; it muſt not be drained away, but 
the vrhole Stream muſt be beſtowed upon Him; 


there muſt be no Diviſion chere. The Loxy muſt 
have all, and _— Reaſon, becauſe He 
þ. an - 'IFthe 


Lon 'beſtow all on 

vou beftow- but” half on Him, there 
be no Equality, Vou muſt therefore beſtow 
all on Him, and love Him with all your Heart and 
with all your Soul, and that makes the Match be- 


tween you. Now when it is ſaid, 2 


the Lok D with all thy Mind, * ns 
and with all thy Soul, the Meaning is; 


that is in a Man, muſt be ſet on is Grooves 
LoxD; the Mind eo think on Him, to meditate on 


his glorious Works, to have a right Knowledge of 
His, the Memory to remember Him, his Bene- 


fits, his Statutes, and his Ordinances: And 111 * N 


reſt wy his Faculties. 8 


© AGAIn, it is coquireſy' nern 
with all your Might, and with all 2 Now 
e the Lony with all our Might, is ſo'to im- 


prove 


gr ger rarer Fre grrg BA TZ SSE. 
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prove all the Means, all the Strength, and all the 
Ability we have above others, that we may ſerve 
the Lokp with it more than others. For PR 
A rich and great Man hath more Might than ano- 
ther, can rule and command more than a poor 
Man can; ſo he muſt exceed him in Proportion, in 
ſerving the ORD with theſe Abilities. This it is 
for a rich Man to lgve the Lord with all his Might; 
that is, to love : ſo much, more than a poor 
Man, to beſtow more on Him, to do more for 
Him, as his Riches make him more able than the 
other. For ſuch an one to love Him no more than 
another, that hath leſs Might, the Loxp will not 
take this Love; but will deal with him as many 
Landlords with their Tenants, when they bring 
leſs Rent than is due; they will receive none; for 
they By; „So much is due. If thou be a rich Man, 
be a Magiſtrate, and haſt great Opportunities 

— ſerve the Ls and do but by 7 He will not 
accept it at all. Thou muſt love the Loxp with 
al thy thy 4 ; for. Go D requires this at thy, Hands. 
He faith, To whom much is given, of him much ſhall 
be required: He faith not, I leave it to him to do 
more or leſs, but will exact it according to the 
e be þ hath received. I Barter conlery as | 


He ſends Men th the World, as. Men are ſent to 
Market, He gives a lar ger Portion to ſome; than to 
others: Io Kar fe gives ave, Talents, to ſome 
Three, to ſome Two; ns that — ſhould 
bring home according to the Price the ent in 
their Hands; 1 75 8 ng to the t, * 
cor to the gth and 8 

hs. ng For, ygu muſt know, That the 
— obſerves an exact 0 Difference between Man 
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and Man. It may be, thou liveſt under better 
Means than another, thou haſt had better Educa- 
tion than another, thou haſt more Knowledge in 
the Ways of Gop than another, the Lox back 
helped thee more by the inward Su ions of his 
Spirit than hs te. He therefore looks that thou 
ſhould bring forth more Fruit than another. And 
ſo for all other Abilities and Advantages; the 
Lokp expects at our Hands, that we ſhould love 
Him with all our Might. It is not that the Loo} 
requires no more, but that thou live ſoberly, and 
free from groſs Sins: No, 'Gob does look for 
more; He requires of every Man mY to his 
* and Ability. 


Ha vixc ſpoken 0 dich of F aach and * 
it remains that we add Something, touching good . 
Works, the Fruit thereof; for * the A; poſtle, 

When you have to do with Chriſt Joſus, to be - 8 
grafted into Him, to make yourſelves firſt accep 
able to Gop through Him, "Al the Works you 18 to os 
are no more than the Omiffion of them: In Chriſt 


Jeſus neither Cirrumtiſion availeth any Thing, nor = 
6 matt rm But what is of Moment then? Faith el 
— he.) But what Faith muſt that be? Such: Fon 
\ Faith as begets Love. And what Love muſt that or: 
be? Boch al a Love as ſets you on Work, 80 that 85 
you have a Chain here conſiſting of three Links; Fay 


"Faith, which when it is right, will Love 
-and Love, which when it is right, will ſhew itſelf 
by Good Works: Faith which works by Love. Se 
the Point we will deliver to you out of theſe Words 
ſhall be this: That wwe are to be judge, not only bf: 
our Paith and Love, bit 4% by eur Works; that us 
Man hath Faith and Love, but Works will ou 
Ibis is a very neceſſary Point, becauſe Men ar. 
ready to applaud themſelves in their Knowledge 
12 er good — BY their honeſt Deſire 


ERS 0% SO WwRoy 


4 $ 44 N 


FarTH and Love. 37 


and in the mean Time fail in their Lives * Ac 
tions; whereas wherever Faith and Love are, b 
Works are never disjoin'd from them. Thou 

be true, that there are Abundance of good 

where there is no Sincerity, no Pureneſs withinz 
yet on the other Side, whereſoever there is Sin- 
cerity, there are good Works: Tho many Times 
the Ourlide be — when the Inſide is not, yet 
the Inſide is never clean, but the Outſide is — 
too. Though it be not a good Rule to fay, “1 
have good Works, therefore my Heart is right;“ 
yet it ” a Rule to ſay on the other Side, “1 
want Works 5 therefore my Youre, is not 
right.” 


Here ſome Men may object, But the Will 
is often taken for the Deed, — if the Will be pre- 
ſent tho* the Action do not follow, yet we are ac- 
cepted.” To this I anſwer, This holds only when 
there is ſome Impediment which you cannot re- 
move: As for Example; a Man hath a Deſire to 
do Good to ſuch poor People, but he wants 
Means to do it: In this is Caſe the LorD accepts the 
Will for the Deed. And fo it is in every Thins 
elſe: When you have a Deſire, and there cometh 
ſome Impediment, that it is not in your Power 
to remove, then the Will is accepted. Again, 
Sometimes a Man is ignorant of ſome Particulars, 
and he hath a Deſire to obey Gow in all Things; 
here the Will is accepted for the Deed, tho' he be 
not come to that Degree of Perfection as others. I 


WELL then, ſeeing we are to be judged accu; 7 
ing to our Works, and that a Defire of doing good 
Works is not accepted in their Stead, but only 

here the Impediments of them cannot be remov- 
d, or a Man is ignorant of what ought to be done, 
| N * to add to our Faith * Love; 

Vor. | other- 
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otherwiſe it is but a dead Thing, a-dead Plant that 
keepeth the Room idle. If there be true Love 
in you, ſhew it by bringing forth the Fruit of good 
Works. We are called into the Lord's Vineyard 
forthe ſame Purpoſe; it is not for you now 4 5 
idle; the Time of your ſtanding {till is paſt; it is 
for you now to work, for you are now come into 
the Day. That Exhortation is excellent, Let u. 
wot ſleep as do others, 1 The. v. 6, 7, 8. Thoſe that 


are ſtill in the Night, it better beſeems them to | 


fleep, and do nothing ; but let not us fleep, for we 
are of the Day. Let it not be with you as with 
others, to be much in Speech only, but labour to 


be much in Action. As it was. faid to Gideon, Up, 


and be doing, and the LoxpD all be with thee: 

I fay to every: one, Up, and be doing, and the 
Lord ſhall be with you; that is, tho' perhaps you 
do not find that Vigour of Spirit, yet be doing 


notwithſtanding; it is the wiſeſt Way; for that | 


Doing will increaſe the grace within you. Exer- 
Ciſe increaſeth Health, as well as Health enables to 
exerciſe; ſo the Uſe of Grace will increaſe it. Mo- 
tion cauſeth Heat, as well as cometh from Heat; 
ſo every good Action proceedeth from Grace, and 
good Actions increaſe Grace: And therefore be ſtill 
acting, and judge of yourſelves by that ; for what 
elſe is Grace, what elſe is that you call Chriſtianity, 
but to do that which another Man cannot do? 
Therefore if there be a Difference between you and 
others, ſhew it by doing that which another Man 
cannot do. Therefore if there be ſuch a Difference 
between you and others, ſhew it by doing that 
which another Man cannot do; by expoſing your- 
_ ſelves to that Danger, to thoſe Loſſes for any good 
Cauſe, which another would not do; by ſpending 
more Time in Prayer, by taking more Pains with 
A — Hearts from Day to Day, by keeping the Sab- 
| better than others; by being exact in looking 
TERS | 3 to 
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to your Ways, that you may be holy in all Manner of 
Converſation, that other Men will not do. This is 
that which will make the World believe, that you 
are Chriſtians in Earneſt, and not in Shew 
only: And truly there is no other Way; this Do- 
ing is that which makes a Man excellent. You 
hear Men complain of the Barrenneſs of their 
Grounds many Times; we may likewiſe juſtly 


take up the Complaint againſt the Barrenneſs of 


the Lives of Men. 


Ho goodly a Sight it is when a Man looks in- 


to the Huſbandry, to ſee the Vine full of Cluſters, 
the Furrows full of Corn, the Trees laden with 
Fruit? So it is the goodlieſt Sight we can behold in 
Gop's Huſbandry, to ſee Men full of Works. 


I beſeech you conſider it ſeriouſly, and now ſet 
on the Doing of it while there is Sand in the Hour- 
Glats. Your Life will not laſt long, the Day doth 


not laſt always, the Night will come when no Man 
can work. Whena Candle is put out, you may 
kindle it again; when the Sun is ſet, it riſeth again; 
but when our Life is paſt, when the Glaſs is run, 


it riſeth no more, it is turned no more: It is ap- 


feinted to all Men once to die. If ye might die twice- 
or thrice, it were another Caſe; but now it is your 
Wiſdom while it is Time, while this ſhort Day 
laſts, to do what you have to do with your Might, 


becauſe the Time is ſhort. 


| THrtrE is Nothing that is a truer Property of 
Wiſdom, than for a Man to take Hold of Oppor- 
tunities; nor to loſe the Day, nay, not an Hour 
in the Day; for Time is moſt precious; it is like 
Gold, of which every Shred is worth ſomewhat. 
It is your Wiſdom therefore to be oft 1 Seed 
to the Spirit. There is none of thoſe good Works, 
not the leaſt of them but will do you Good in the 
N D 2 latter 
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our Actions? So much as you do, ſo much you 
ive. Your Lives are ſhort of themſelves, why do 
you make them ſhorter by doing Fe For as 
we have ſaid heretofore, one Man may live more 
in one Day than another in twenty, becauſe he doth 


more. You live more as you act more. 


- Bes1DEs, what is it a Man ſerves for in all his 
Labour under the Sun? What is it he deſires but 
Comfort and Contentment? Now, this conſiſts in 
doing, in working; for further than there is Working 
there is no Delight. Therefore it was a wiſe Say 
ing in that Philoſopher, that the Happineſs and 
Comfort that a Man hath in this Life conſiſts not 


in Abundance of Wealth, in ſwimming in De- 


lights; but it conſiſts in doing the Actions of a 
living Man, which is the greateſt Comfort you can 


find here. Do the Exerciſe and Actions of Holi- 


neſs, and the more you do, the more Comfort you 
ſhall have; for even as Light followeth the Flame, 


fo Contentment followeth Action. „ 


Ax what do you live for? Is it not to glorify 


.Gop? You profeſs ſo much; and how is it done! 


Not by 2 Deſires or good Meanings, but by 
your Actions 


3 thoſe are the Things that Men ſee 


* 
and feel, and that glorify your heavenly Father. 
Let therefore the Light © 


more you do, the more you glorify Him. Again, 
one great End of your Life, is to do Good to Man- 
kind ; but do they fare the better for your good 


Reſolutions? : No, they fare the better only for 
that you do for them and to them. Only your Ac- | 


tions benefit Men, | 


latter End. For, alas! what are your Lives but 


JC So OO oe os it. Yue. ae SI 0002S: th, ab ab 


your good Works ſhine 
before Men, for Herein is my Father glorified, ſaith 
Chri/t, that ye bring forth much Fruit. The Do- 
ing much is that which brings Glory to Gop; the 
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LASTLY, for yourſelves, What is it that help- 
eth you, and doth you Good? Only your good 
Deeds; it is that which furthers your Account. 
Every good Work that a holy Man doth from 
the Time of his Regeneration, (for till then no 
Actions are ſpiritually good) it is put upon his Score, 
it ſtands upon his Reckoning, there is nothing loſt. 
The leaſt good Work is not done to no Purpoſe, 
but the Lokp will repay him the uttermoſt Far- 
thing. And when will the Lorp repay? Not 
only in the Day of Judgment, (then indeed you 
ſhall be paid to the Uttermoſt) but even in this 
Life: Mark that too, You Hall have an hundred- 
fold, here (faith Chriſt.) They that forſake Father, or 
Mother, or Wife, or Children, have an bun- 
dred-feld in this Life. Therefore, if there be any 
Wiſdom in the World, this is Wiſdom, to be ſtill 
doing Good, to be much in gracious Actions. 
Why do you trifle out your Time therefore to no 
Purpoſe? Why fit you idle here? Why do you not 
riſe up and beſtir yourſelves? Why do you not 
fill your Lives with many Actions of Grace ? You 
have good Purpoſes in you, why do. you not ſtir 
them up? It is true, indeed we are becalmed many 
Times, becauſe the Spirit doth not blow upon us; 
but yet notwithſtanding, if we-would pray for the 
Spirit, the LokD would quicken us. | 


Bur you will fay, Alas! What ſhall we do? 
Our Callings ive us no Opportunity to do that 
which other Men's do: If we* were Preachers in- 
deed, we ſhould have nothing to mind but the 
es that belong to Salvation; and then it would 
oh ne... 

My Brethren, you may find continual Occaſion 
of doing good Actions every Day, whatſoever your 
Callings are. It is an Error among the Papi, 
to think that Alms-giving, Faſting, and the like, 
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are the only gcod Actions. They are exceeding 


wide of the Matter. Good Actions are nothing 


elſe but to do the Will of the Lorp, and to bring 
forth Fruit to his Glory. The Fruit of every Tree 
in the Orchard is but as the Actions of every Man; 
and then are the Trees good to the Huſbandman, 
when they are full of Fruit. Every Action that 


you do in Faith, is that Fruit which Gop looks 


for; that Fruit is good Works: Therefore, to do 
the Lord's Will, is to do a good Work. Now 


by this you may ſee what a large Field you have for 


good Works, in what Calling ſoever you are. 


To ſuffer Impriſonment or Diſgrace for good 

Cauſes, this is a good Work; for it is a great 
Work to fuffer, and in that you do the Will of 
the Loxp. When a Man lieth upon his Bed, 
ſick of a Conſumption or a Fever, that he is not 


able to ſtir; to do this with Obedience, to ſubmit 
then to the Will of the LorD, is a = Work: 
For as the Bearing of a Burden is a Work, ſo to 


bear Sickneſs and Calamity aright, is a good 


Work. To think, the Lox Þ hath put me into this 
Condition ; He might have given me Strength to 
go Abroad, but He hath been 3 to lay Sick - 


is a good Work. 


. AGAIN, to take Pains with our Hearts, to ma- 
ſter our unruly Affections, to get Victory over our 
Luſts, to tame our unbridled Natures, in all the 
Variety of Occaſions that we paſs through, are ſo 
many good Works? In Poverty, in Riches, in Ho- 


nour, and Diſgrace, to behave ourſelves as becomes 
Chriſtians; and to carry ourſelves patiently and - 
holily through them, is a good Work; and this 


belongs to every one, though his Calling be never 


ing this Burden 
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WXnIEN Paul ſtood at the Bar, and Fetus re- 
viled him, the Suffering this patiently, was a good 
Work in Paul. Mark his Manner of Carriage in 
it, I am not mad 3 7 noble Feſtus : There was a 
Work in that. So I may Inſtance in the Things 
wherein you may ſeem to do the leaſt. The Stand- 
ing ſtill in ſome Caſes is a Work. The Apoſtle 
makes this one of the Chief among the great Works, 
that are to be done by Chriſtians, To keep rr 
unſpotted of the World; to paſs through all - 
ſions, and to be never the Worſe for them, to go 
through all Defilements of this Life, and not be 
tainted: And if this be a Work, how much more 
is it then to be ſill doing, to be in Action always ? 
Therefore do not fay you want, when you ſhall al- 
ways have Occaſion enough of that. 


BuT you will ſay, Theſe general Exhortations 
are good, but what in particular would you have 
us do? This eſpecially :  Contend for the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints. Mark it, the Work muſt 
be to contend for it: You muſt be Men of Con- 
tention, let the World fay what they will of you: 
It is a Duty that lies on you: It is that which the 
Spirit calls for from you, that ye be Men that 
ſhould contend. You muſt not do it coldly, and 
remiſsly, but earneſtly ſtrive for it. Let not Pre- 
tence of Indiſcretion hinder you; for Diſcretion 
when it is right, teacheth a Man not to do leſs but 
more, and better then another Man. Diſcretion 
makes no Man leſs active, but it gives his Actions 
a better Tincture. So then ſay not we muſt be 
moderate; for what is that Moderation? The Mo- 
deration that keepeth from Exceſs, is good; but if 
you mean 1 to go a ſlow and eaſy 

ace in the Ways of Gop, that is Coldneſs, Idle- 
neſs, Careleſne It is the common Faith, and 
every Man hath Part in it, and ſhould contend ac- 
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cording to his Place and Power (and remember it 
is a Matter of much Moment) for every Part of 


tze Faith or little Matter thereof, (I ſpeak now of 


the whole Doctrine of Faith) and ſhould be ex- 
ceeding exact in keeping of it, that it receive no 
Detriment. : | 


Bur this is not all-that we would commend to 
you: There are other Things, and thoſe are, Faſt- 
ing and Prayer. As in Huſbandry, fo in the 
Church, there are certain Seaſons of Actions, and 
thoſe Seaſons muſt not be omitted. The Seaſon 
for Lifting up your Heart to God in Prayer, is al- 
ways, and in every Thing; for making your more 
ſolemn Addreſſes to Him, whenever Occaſion and 
Opportunity of Place and Time offer; of F _ 
Join'd with Prayer, when extraordinary Times an 
Occaſions call for it. | 


. AGAIN, there is one Thing more that we will 
ſpeak of; that is, That every Man for himſelf of- 


ten renew his Covenant with Gop concerning the 
Amendment of his Life; more eſpccially in Times 


when the Lox D hath ſtretched forth his Hand a- 
gainſt a Church or Nation. This is required, that 
at ſuch a Time they ſhould come and enter into a 
Covenant with Gop. We have many Examples 
of it in Scripture, I ſay the Lox p looks for this from 
every Man in private, that he ſhould in a particu- 
lar Manner conſider, What have I done amiſs in 
my Life? What have I done to provoke the Lorp ? 
hat Sins of Commiſion, and what Sins of O- 
miffion? Have I been cold and lukewarm? Have 
I been too conformable to the Times? For this is. 
it that brings Judgment upon a People. The Saints 
when they are not zealous, when they fall from 
their t Love, may help forward a Judgment as 


well as groſs Sinners, yea, and more too. Let e- 


very 


8 
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Man therefore ſtir up himſelf to do his Duty. 
la a Word, we ſhould ſtrive and contend for the 
advancing of Chri/?s Kingdom, for the Further- 
ance of the Goſpel, for the Good of Mankind, 
for the Flouriſhing of the Church; and%we ſhould 
do it earneſtly: We ſhould contend with Gop - 
in/Prayer, contend with our Superiors by Intreaty, 
with cold and lukewarm Men by ſtirring them up, 
by froveking one another to good Works, Theſe are 
the Works that we exhort you to, and thus you 
ſhall be aſſured you have Faith that works by Love. 
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GENESIS Xvii. I. 


+ Tam Gov All-ſufficient; walk before 
Me and be thou perfect: And I will 
make my Covenant between Me and thee, 
and I will multiply thee exceedingly. 


HESE Words of Gop to Abraham contain a 
Precept of Sincerity, or perfect Walking with 
Gor, Walk before Me and be thou perfect; 

and alſo the Motive thereunto, Gop's All-Sufficiency, 
I am Gor All-ſufficient: As if He ſhould ſay, if 
there were any Defect in Me, if thou didſt need or 
couldſt deſire any Thing that were not to be had in 


2 K —— 
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1 [our preſent Trandatio thi Week an; I am the Almighty 
. 2 
1 Me, 
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Me, and thou mighteſt have it elſewhere, perhaps 
thy Heart might be imperfect in walking towards 
Me; thou mighteſt then ſtep out from Me to take 
in Advantages elſewhere; but ſeeing I am All-/ufji- 
cent, ſince I have enough in Me to fulfill all thy De- 
fires, ſince I am every Way an adequate Object, 
ſo that all thy Soul can wiſh for, thou mayeſt have 


in Me, why then ſhouldſt thou not conſecrate thy- 


ſelf to Me alone? Why then ſhouldſt thou be un- 
even in thy Ways, ſerving Me ſometimes, and 
ſometimes the Creature? For: there is Nothing in 
the Creature, but thou mayeſt find it in Me. I am 
All-ſufficient, therefore walk before Me and be per- 


YET theſe Words contain ſomewhat more; 7 
will make my Covenant between Me and thee, and I 
will multiply thee exceedingly. Here you ſee the 
Ground of all our Sincerity and perfect Walking 
with Gop, which is the Covenant, that is between 


Soy and us. Theſe Words do the moſt briefly of 


any that I find in the Scriptures, expreſs that Co- 
venant on both Sides. Thus faith the Loxp unto 
Abraham, on the one Hand; I will be thy Gor: 
On the other; thou ſhalt be mine. Here is the Sum 
of the Covenant which in other Places of Scripture 
is ſet forth more at large. 


; Now the Loxp here ſhews what a Shs of 


Gop He will be to him, I will be 1 to 
thee; which conſiſts in two Things, if you com- 
pare this with Gen. xv. I. I will be thy Buckler 
to preſerve thee from all Evil: And again, I will be 


thy exceeding great Reward : That is, I will not on- 


ly be a Shield, but will be a Sun to thee; I will 
both preſerve thee from all Evil, and I will fill thee 
with all good Things. This is the Covenant on 
God's Part. And that which is required on —"_ 
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hap!'s Var, is, that he baths Lony' 85 a8 the Lon 
is his; for ſo you ſee in the Words following. The 
Queſtion. only is, in what Manner Abraham ſhall 
be the Lok 's; how that ſhall be declared? Saith 
he, It is not an empty Relation, but thou muſt 
ſhew that thou art mine by walking before Me. 
And yet it muſt not be any Kind of Walking be- 
fore the LokD, but it muſt be a perfect? W. ing. 
before Him; ali before Ae and be perfect. 


Tarn are three Points that we with gather out 
of the Words. I. That the Cauſe of all Departure 
from Gob, all Unevenneſs in our Ways towards 


God, ts from hence, that we ds not think Gop te 
be All-ſufficient. II. That Gon is e. 


III. That whoſoever hath Intergſi in Gon 
ciencys muſt be a e Aan. 


I. As the Cauſe of our Sincerity and PerfeAnel, 


. 


ariſeth hence, that we a apprehend Gon to be All- 


ſufficient; (For this Propoſition evidently ariſeth from 
the Words; and here lies the Force of Ya Argument, 
Iam All- ufficient, therefore walk before Me, and le 

perfect) So, my Beloved, it is evident, that the Cauſe, 
of every Man's keeping off from Gop, the Cauſe of 
his Unevenneſs x iy he is come to Him, is from 
hence, that Men think not Gop to be All- ſuffici- 
ent: For if a Man had enough in the Loxp, he 
would never go out from Him but begauſe he 
wants Something, he deſires Something that is not 
in Him, or he fears Something that he thinks He 
cannot keep from him: Hence it comes to paſs that 
he ſteps out from Gop, he od out of the Ways 
| of his Commandments. | 7 | 


II. Tas 7 Point i is, that Gop is All- Sufi 
3 And to prove that He is fo, I will propound 


ou but theſe two Reaſons: _ 
OL. X. 7 1. Con- 
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1. Conzper that all the Comforts, all the Ex- 
* all the Beauty that is to be found in 
the Creature, is but borrowed, and derived: Gop 


is the Original; He is the firſt, the univerſal 
Cauſe of all” Hence we gather this, that there is 
an All-fufficiency in Him, and in Him only: So 
that no Creature hath any Sufficiency at all in it- 
ſelf: For, the Creature a0 nothing at all to his 
Sufficiency, but all Sufficiency is comprehended in 


Him; for if they be all derived and borrowed | 


Things, then they are in the Creature, but as far 
as it pleaſeth Him to 9 the ſame to 
them. | 


2. Hr is Alt ficient, 8 He TY can be 
the Author of Good and Evil. There is no Suffi- 
vn at all in that which can do neither Good 
nor Evil. Now it is the Property of the Lok p; to 
do both; as we ſee Fer. x. 5. a Place worthy our 
Conſideration: The Idols fland up as a Palm-tree, 
Sit they ſpeak not; they are borne, becauſe they cannot 
00: Fear them not, becauſe they can do neither Good 
— Evil; This is the Argument, whereby — 
Loxp proveth them to be Idols, becauſe dn | 

2 neither Evil nor Good: As if He ſhould ſay, Vir 
f per could do either Evil or Good, they were Gods, 
not Idols. The ſame we may apply to any Crea- 
ture, conſidered in itſelf, without the Influence 
and Concourſe of Gop: if it were able to do ei- 
ther Good or Evil, you might worſhip it as Gop; 
for God only can do Good and Evil of Himſelf: 
He only can make every Man's Life, comfortable, 
or uncomfortable; it is his Prerogative Royal, it 
belongs to Him alone. There is no Creature in 
Heaven or Earth, that is able to be the Author of 
the leaſt Good, or the leaſt Hurt. As there is no 
Evil in the City, and the Logp hath not done it; 
neither is there is Good. 


Bur 
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Bor you will ſay to me, „ We find it other- 
wiſe in Experience; we find that the Creatures are 
able to do us Good, and to do us Hurt.” _ 


You have an Anſwer for that, John xix. 11- 
When Plate ſaid to our Savieur, Have I not Pow- 
er to erucify. thee, or to. looſe, thee? He anſwered, 
No: Thou haſt none at all of thyſelf: Indeed, 
thou haſt a Power, but it is given thee from Above. 
And fo it is with all the Creatures we have to do 
with. Even Men do us not (without Gop's Com- 
miſſion} the leaſt Good, nor the leaſt Hurt. It is 
ſaid of Pull and Tiglath-pile/ar, Kings of Aſjyria,. 
that the Lorp ſtirred them up, and they carried 
his People away Captive: If Gop had not ſtirred 
up their Spirits, they had not done the leaſt Thing. 
Now if a Man be able to do nothing, but as far as. 
Gop ſets him on work, then much leſs can other 
Things, as Riches, and the like; they can do no 
more than Men can do: For what ſerve they for,. 
but to fet Men a Work. So, Honour and Credit, 
which Men fo much eſteem, can do no more than: 
Men, can do; for they ſet Men on work to do 
Good, as Reproach ſets them on work to do Hurt. 
Now if there be no Man, nor Creature in Heaven 
or Earth, that can do. Good or Hurt, why ſhould 
we be Servants to Men? Why ſhould we be ſub- 
| ject to carnal Delights? To carnal Fears? Surely, 
it is hence; we over- value the Creature; we think 
it is able to do ſomething; we think that there is 
ſome Sufficiency in that, and not All-/ufficiency in 
Gop. If any Creature were able to do Good or 
Hurt without the Lozp, if they had any Part or 
Portion with Him in being Authors of our Good, 
certainly, they ſhould have a Portion of our Ser- 
vice; For there is Reaſon and Equity in it, that 
we ſhould ſeek unto that which doth us Good, 

and ſerve it; And likewiſe, if it could do us Hurt: 
| | E 2 But 
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But now ſeeing the Loxp challengeth all to Him- 
ſelf, ſaying, I am All-ſufficient; there is no Crea- 
ture able to add to me more or leſs; ſeeing not the 
moſt powerful among Men, no Creature is able 
alone to do us cither Good or Hurt, why ſhauld 
we ſo-much eſteem and over-value lt. 


ob THERE are but two Thinęs that we need: One is, 
Our everlaſting Happineſs; the other is, The Thin 


of this Life. For the firſt; the Creature is able to do 


nothing, it is wholly excluded; for it is inferior to 
us. Beſides, there is a Curſe upon the Creature, 
there is an Emptineſs in it: Beſides, it is under the 
Sun, and therefore it cannot help to the Happineſs 
that is above the Sun. It is temporal, whereas we 
muſt have an eternal Happineſs, for our Souls are 
eternal. So then for the chief Good of Man, the 
Creature is nothing at all; it helpeth but in Parti- 
culars. Credit doth but help againſt Ignominy ; 
Learning againſt Ignorance; Health is but a Re- 
medy againſt Sickneſs; Riches are but an Help a- 

ainſt Poverty: And ſo you may ſay of all the 
Creatures in the World. But the Lord is uni- 
verſally good, He gives all Things; and therefore 


Godlinefs is profitable for all Things. He gives us all 
Things to enjoy: that is, He fills the Soul of Man 


every Way. 


Ada, for the ſecond Thing we need; that is, 
The Things that belong to this Life: I confeſs, 
the Creature helps us "Mater herein; but it 
doth it only as an Inſtrument. Now we thank 
not the Hand, but the Mind within that moves the 
Hand to do a good Turn; much leſs do we thank 


a dead, inanimate Inſtrument. . Let us look upon 
every Creature, and every Man as Gop's Inſtru- 


ment, When any Man doth you a Kindneſs, or 


doth you Good, fay, as the Scripture Phraſe . 


* 
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The Loxp hath given me Favour in his * And 


ſo, when he doth us Hurt, ſay, Such a Man is but 


e mere Inſirument, whereby the LorD has poured out 


fame Part of. bis Diſpleaſure upon me. And thus let 
| your Eye be upon the 1 — altogether. 


Bor now let us cofifider wherein Gon's AI 
ſufficiency towards us conſiſts; and that is in two 
Things. 1. In keeping us from all Evil. 2. In 
filling us with all Gd. ; 


I Fo Gop is a-Buckler, to keep us from all Evil 3 
he is a Buckler that compaſſeth us round about: 
That Speech is deliver'd upon this Occafion : When 
Abraham had gone to War againſt thoſe Kings that 
came out againſt Sodom, the Loxp delivered him, 
and afterwards told him, Abraham; as I have dealt 
with thee at this Time, ſo fear not when thou falleſt 
into the like Diſtreſs; for, I am thy Buckler, I will 
defend thee from all Evil;.as I have done from this. 
Now, He is ſuch a Buck/:r, that no Creature can 
pierce through; He is ſuch a Buckler as covers all 
over; He is a Wall of Brajs, and not ſo only; but 

He is ſaid to be @ Mall of Fire about his Children: 

That is, He is not only a Wall that keeps them 

ſafe, but a Wall of Fire to conſume all them that 

come againſt them: For a Fire, you know, doth 
not only defend thoſe that are within the Compaſs 
of it; but it burns thoſe that come near it: Such a 
Thing 


one is Gop to his Children; and that is one 
wherein his All. ſuſficiency conſiſts. 


2. In filling us with all Good; which is expreſſed 
in Pſ. boxxiv. The LoRD will be a Sun and a Shield; 
he will be a Shield to keep off Evil, and a Sz: to 
fill them with all Comfort. 7 am (faith he) thy ex- 
ceeding great Reward: As if he ſhould ſay, Abra- 
ham, whatſoever is in me, all that J have, all my 
Attributes are thine, for thy Uſe; my Power, - f | 
| E 3 | WI — 
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 - Wiſdom, my Goodneſs, whatſoever is mine in the 

whole W beta, I will give it for thy Portion; I and 
all that-I have, are thine. And might He not 
well fay, He was an exceeding great Reward? Who 


can underſtand the Heighth, and Breadth, and 


Length, and Depth of this, I am thy exceeding 
great Reward? That is; Thou ſhalt have all Kind 


of Comforts in Me, and thou ſhalt have dem! in 


the higheſt and greateſt Meaſure. 


Ox the other Hand, there is no Sulfciency at 
all in the Creature; it can do you, of itſelf, nei- 
ther Good nor Hurt, as we told you before. All 
the Good and Hurt that the Creature can be ſup- 
poſed to do, ſtands in one of "theſe two Things; 
1. Either, in making us happy, or miſerable; or 
elſe, 2. In affording us ſubſidiary Helps, ſuch as 
we have need of. But in neither of them the Crea- 
ture of itſelf, is able to do any Thing: is 


To what we have: faid before of the Chckvinies 
Inſufficiency, we will here add, that the Creature 
is corporeal, the Mind is ſpiritual; now a Spirit can 
receive no Happineſs from a corporeal Being: There- 
fore in Hab. xii. 23. we are faid to go to the Spi- 
o of perfect Men, as a ſuitable Converſe for a Spi- 
Again, that the Creature is tem , and 
oe able to run the Courſe with an' immortal Soul to 
its Journey's End, but leaves it in the middleWay, 
and therefore is not able to make it happy. Be- 


ſides, the Creature is finite, and therefore is IP able 
to fill the Soul; Gop is infinite, and therefore is 


able to do it. That no Creature can do it, we ſee 
by continual Experience. Take any Comfort that 

ou find in the Creature, and when you have en- 
joyed it, ſtill you want ſomewhat in it that it has 


not; but when you come to the Loxp, and enjoy | 


7 when your Hearts are Tod, ſtill there is 
3 * mae, 
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ſomewhat beyond in Him; there is no Stop, no 

Reſtraint: And, therefore, He only can make th 
Soul happy. Now the Ground why Gop is only 
able to make the Soul happy, is, becauſe the Soul 

is made for Him; and therefore there is nothin 
elſe anſwerable to it: There is that Conſtitution 08 
the Mind, that it cannot be filled with any Thing 
beſides Gp. The Lon might have Io conſtitu- 
ted the Soul of Man, that the Creature might have 
fatisfied'it; but He hath not done fo: For He made 
it for Himſelf, and therefore, Nothing can fill it 
but Himſelf. So much ſor this, that in the Matter 

of Happineſs the Creature is able to do A 
«280 W Dansk 1 K 
Bur you will ſay to me; “ This is a Thing of 
which we make no Doubt; but what do you Tay 
for ordinary Uſes, and for the Viciflitudes of this 
Life;'is —— ee, in theſe, able r 
- Hurt?? AD. dei i i 3 ek 
an end of rk d note Hom ot 
1a aid to you before, the Creature is not able, 
confided without the Influence of the firſt Mover, 
to do you the Feaſt Good, or Hurt; as the Words 
are Fer. x. 5. ſpeaking of [dols, that ab nder Good, 

nor Hurt, and therefore ar them note As if he 
ſhould fay; Tf they could 40 you either Good, or 
Hurt, you might fear them. — is certain, „ 
any Creature Were able to do you any Good or 
Hurt, you might fear it; for Gop ales no Law 
of Nature: That which is in itſelf to be feared, we 
may fearj/ that which is to be regarded, we may- 
regard it. In Nature and r a Man will have 
an Eye to the Creature, if it were able to hurt him; 
and if the Creature could add the leaſt Drop of Hap- 
pineſs, certainly you might have an Eye upon it; but? 
it is wholly from the Lok D: Therefore, faith He, 
Let your Hearts be only fixed upon Me, let your 
* 8 oy eh n _ Ton ee 
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taken up about Nothing but Me; ſpend all the 
Strength of your Souls in obeying Me, and keep- 
ing my Commandments; For, there is None in the 
World that is able to do you Good or Hurt, but 
Myſelf.“ FFC 


FI , | Cf 
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Now, to make it appear plain to you, that 


Gop only can help, or hurt us, I will propound 
but theſe two Things. 1. That all the Creatures 
are abſolutely at his Diſpoſing. 3, That when 
He hath diſpoſed of and diſtributed; them to us, 


they cannot actually comſort or hurt us, without 


a ſpecial Hand of his. 


; wk ox 2-5; 7 8 4 4 * 3 3 3 
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1. Isar, the Creature is fully at his Diſpoſing; 


it is, as 1 ſaid before, but Gop's Inſtrument. All 
the Creatures in this World are but as ſo many Ser- 


vants, which are in the Loxp's Houſe, prepared. 


to wait upon his Children, to convey ſuch Com- 
ſorts. to them, as He hath appointed them; fo. that 
there is not one Creature in Heaven or Earth, ſtirs 
itſelf to do you the leaſt Good; but when the Lox D 
commands it, and ſaith, Go, comfort ſuch a Man; 

Go, refreſh him, do him Good; it ſtirs not with- 
out a Warrant, and without, a ſpecial Command 
from Him. Fhe Bread and Meat which you eat, 
nouriſu you not, except He ſay, Go, and nouriſh 
2 Man; the Fire warms you not without his 

1 

when 


$6 Wel thee, Wein g all the Good nfs chat we. 
participate of, both by good and evil Men, is from 


ify the LoxD, 
both in our Hearts and in our Speeches; not by 


Providence; we ſhould learn to 
laying I have gotten ſuch and ſuch Things; but as 


Pe Jacob 


„„ „ 5) wc *v e . e e a5 _ A 


. and ſo of all the Creatures elſe. Again, 
le doth command them, they do it, and do 


| 3 A _ as Ac -»> „ 


ny ed 6H nos won wt? a 


We SainTs PoRTION.. 37 
Jacob ſaid: The LoRD of his Goodneſs. hath. given 
me all this; not Laban, not my own Labour. If 
in any Enterprize you have Succeſs, ſay not, I 
have done it; but ſay, as Abraham's Servant faid; 
The LoRD hath proſpered my Tourney : That is, The 
Loxp doth All in All; it is He that commands 
all; it is He that diſpoſeth all. 

Now, that the Creature is thus guided and diſ- 
poſed by Gop; that it is able to do Nothing with- 
out Him; we will not Inftance in the Unreaſon- 
able Creatures, which you all believe to be at his 
Command, but in thofe that ſeem to be at the 

reateſt Liberty; that is, the Wills and Under- 
dings of Men. But in this, That the Loxn 
guides theſe, takes his own Teſtimony, Prov. 
xxix. 26. Every Man ſeeks the Face of the Ruler, 
but his Judgment is from the LorD: hat is, Men 
are deceived in this; they think the Ruler, as of 
Himſelf, cando Something ; becauſe he ſeems to have 
much Power to do Good, and Hurt, and there- 
fore they ſeek his Face; but, he is not able to do 
any Thing, but what the Loxp permits; what He 
preſcribes to him to do, what He faith he ſhall do, 
juſt fo far he goes, and no farther; for, the whole 
Judgment, that a Man hath, is from the Eorp: 
That is, All the Good and Evil that he doth, that 
Mind of his, from whence it proceedeth, is guided 
and faſhioned by the Loxp, upon every particu- 
lar Occaſion. - | * 


2. Wren the LorD hath ſent ſuch a Creature 
to thee, and thou haſt it before thee, it is not able 
to comfort, nor hurt thee, without Him. Put the 
Caſe, the Creature be full of Comfort, it is not 
able to yield that Milk of Comfort that is in it, 
except the Lord bring it forth, except the Loxo 
apply it in particular to thee. And the ſame 7 
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ened hy Him, that you need not go out from Hi 


to thoſe that are within the Covenant. 
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ſay of any hurtful Creature: Be it never ſo preg- 
nant with Evil; yet, it is not able to exerciſe. it, ex- 
cept the Lord bring it forth, except the Lorp 
uſe it for ſuch a Purpoſe: As an Ax, tho' it be 


never ſo ſharp, yet, if the Workman do not uſe it 


to cut ſuch a Tree, to lop ſuch a Branch, it is not 
able to do it. | x 5g 

Now to apply : If the Logp be All-ſufficient, 
we ſhould learn how to guide our Affections, La- 


bour ta ſee that Fulneſs that is in Gop, and that 


Emptineſs that is in the Creature. If the Loxp 
be thus * then let your Hearts be ſatis- 
fed with Him alone, let them be fill'd with Him, 
let them be ſo bottomed upon Him, and ſo Erength- 


to fetch in any Comfort from any Creature what- 
ſoever. We have but a ſhort Time to live in this 
World; the Strength of our Mind is the moſt pre- 
cious Thing; we ſhould then labour to improve 
the Thoughts and Affections of our Minds, to the 
Glory of Gon; we ſhould be careful that the 
Strength of our Spirit be not beſtowed upon Thin 
that are unworthy of it. If the Loxp be All- ſuf- 
ficient, why ſhould you not beſtow it altogether 
e him? Why ſhould you fpend it upon the 
Creature? Why ſhould your Mind be occupied 
about that? Why ſhould you be ſubject to carnal 
Griefs, Fears and Deſires? Surely, all theſe ſhould 


be taken up about the LoxD;. for He looks for it 


at our Hands: I am All-ſufficient (ſays he) there- 
fore let all theſe be beſtowed upon Me. 3 


Tur next Uſe we are to make of this, that 


God is All-ſufficient, is, To be content with Him 


alone for our Portion. This is of Uſe both to thoſe 
that are Strangers to the Life of Gop, and likewiſe 


1. Tas. 
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1. Trrs is of Uſe to thoſe that are Strangers to the 
Covenant, to bring them in; for the Lox D pro- 
pounds that upon reaſonable Conditions. It is true, 
He requires of you abſolute Obedience, that you 
ferve Num altogether; but then withall He propounds 
to you an abſolute and full Ability, I am All. 

ufAcients And as He requires you to leave all 
for his Sake, ſo He promiſeth that He will be to 

ou in Stead of all Things. All your Defires ſhall 
be ſatisfied, there is Nothing that you need, No- 
thing that you want, but it ſhall be ſupplied. _ 


2. Ir will likewiſe be uſeful to thoſe that are 
within the Covenant of Grace: For the Believer 
will readily allow, that if he hath Gop for his 
| Portion, it is enough; and being perſwaded, that 
He is enough, will be content with Him alone. 
When the Sun ſhines to you, tho there be never 
a Star, is it. not Day? So, tho' you have the Loxp 
alone, and Nothing but Him for your Portion, 
ſhall not He be fufficient to make you happy? Is 
He not All-ſefficient, to fill you with Comforts of 
all Kinds? What then tho' you have Nothing but 
Him? Agains had you all theſe. Stars to ſhine to 
you, if the Sun be ſet, it is but Night notwith- 
ſtanding: So you are but in a State of Miſery, if you 
take not the Lox p alone for your Portion. Take 
all the Creatures and you find by Experience, that 
when they are enjoyed, you ſee an End of their 
Perfection; you quickly find a Bottom in them: 
The H ſteth from this Thing, to ſomewhat 
elſe; you now ſuck all the Honey out of this 
Flower; and, when you have done ſo, you go 
to another, and to another, and no where doth 
the Soul find Reſt. But come to ſpiritual Things; 
the more you uſe them, the more you find the 


Beauty and Excellency chat is in them. 
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Bur, you will ſay, © There are many Neceſ- 


fities, many Uſes, that I have of other Things.“ 
Therefore, I will go yet further: Doſt thou con- 
ſider the Lox p, what He is? Go through all his 
Attributes, conſider his Almighty Power, conſider 
his great Wiſdom, conſider his Goodneſs, Truth 
and Kindneſs; all theſe are thine. My Beloved, 
Gop is not known in the World; we conſider not 
aright what He faith, when He faith, I will be thy 


Pertien, I will te thy Gop. Now to have the 


Lord Himſelf, is more than if He ſhoukl give 
thee all the Kingdoms of the Earth. Conſider this: 
The Power of God is thine, to work all thy Works 
for thee; to make a Paſſage for thee, when thou 
art in a Straight; to bring thy Enterprizes to paſs; 
to deliver thee when thou art in any Affliction, out 
of which the Creature is not able to deliver thee, 
Think what it is to have an Intereſt in Gop's Al- 
mighty Power, and think this is one Part of thy 
Portion: The Lorp Himſelf is thine, and all his 
Power is thine. Conſider likewiſe his Wiſdom : 
If thou need Counſel in any difficult Caſe, if thou 
wouldſt be inſtructed in Things that are obſcure, 


The Wiſdom of Gop is thine; thou haſt Intereſt 


in it; it is thy Portion, thou ſhalt have the Uſe 
of it, as far as He ſees it meet for thee. And ſo the 
Juſtice of Gop is thine; to deliver thee when thou 
art oppreſſed; to defend thee in thine Innocency, 
and to vindicate thee from the Injurics of Men. 
So you may go through the reſt of his Attributes, 
and ſay within thine Heart; All theſe are mine. 
Now, what a Portion is it to have the Lorp? 


If thou hadſt Nothing but Him, thou hadſt e- 


oy 
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" Te the Lord be All-ſufficient, then learn hence, 


_ thirdly, to have your Eye only upon Him, when 
you have any Enterprize to do. If there 3 


— 
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Croſs, that you would have prevented, if there be 
any Bleſſing, that you would obtain, if there be 
any Affliction, out of which you. would have De- 
| liverance, let your Eye be to Him alone, reſt on 
Him alone; for He is All- ſufficient, He is able to 
bring it to paſs. Therefore I ſay, whatſoever thy 
Caſe be, look to Him only, and thou needeſt no 
other Help. Say thus with thyſelf, The greateſt 
Means without Gop's Help, are not able to bring 
this Enterprize to paſs, to work ſuch a Work for me, 
and the weakeſt with Him is able to do it. You 
find Aſa ſaid, Lok p, it is all one with Thee to ſaue 
with many or with few, 2. Chron. xiv. 11. And 
the LokD made it good to him; for when. he had 
but a few, and a great Multitude came againſt him, 
you ſee he was ſaved with thoſe few: And, after- 
wards, when Aa had a great Multitude, he was 
not delivered, that he might learn to know the 
Truth of that which he had fpoken before. And 
therefore in every Buſineſs ſay this with thyſelf, AN 
my Buſineſs now is . with — in Heaven, and 
not with Men, nor the Creatures; and therefore if 
I want Comfort, If I cannot have it from Men, 
nor from the Creature, yet I know where to fetch 
it; If I want Wiſdom, Counſel, and Advice, or 
if I want Help, I know whither to go; if the Ciſ- 
tern fail, I can go to the Fountain; I can go to 
Him, that alone is able to be my Helper in all my 
Needs, to be my Counſellor in all my Doubts, and 
to comfort me in all my Diſtreſſes. Thus wouts 
I preſs this Thing upon you, to. ſettle your Eyes 


upon Gop alone. 


Now conſider: whether you are able to comfort 
yourſelves thus out of God's, All-Sufficĩiency. We 
do, for the moſt Part, as Hagar did; when the 
Bottle was ſpent, ſhe falls a crying, She was un- 
done, ſhe and her Child ſhould die, and there was 
r F „ 
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no more Hope, *till the Loxp opened her Eyes to 
fee a Fountain near her. The Fountain was 
near her, but ſhe ſaw it not; when the ſaw it, ſhe 
was well enough. Is it not ſo with us all? Becauſe 
the Bottle is dried up, becauſe ſuch a Means is ta- 
ken away, we think preſently there is no more 
Hope, altho the Fountain is near. The Lox p him- 
ſelf is the Fountain, and He is near; it needs only 
that He open our Eyes to ſee. 


Ae if Gop be All- ſuffelent, Jet us 8 ex- 
horted to make a Covenant with Him. If you will 
enter into Covenant with Him, He will be All- 
ſufficient to you. Now for your farther Encoura ge- 
ment to enter into Covenant with Gop, that 
may thereby experience his 9 eo I 4 
ſhew you wherein it conſiſts, F 


FR ww Ez 1 . 1 a 


per, God is All-ſufficient, to o juſtify; dns to 
forgive us our Sins. Secondly, He is ulify and 
to ſanctify us, and to heal our Infirmities. Third- 
1y, He is All- ſufficient, to provide for us whatſo- 
ever we need; ſo that no good Thing ſhall be want- 
ing to us, Theſe three Parts of the Covenant, 
we find ſet down in divers Places; but moſt clear- 
ly in Exel. xxxvi. I will pour clean Water upon you, 
you ſhall be clean, yea, from all your Filthineſs, and 
from all your Idols will I cleanſe you. There is the 
firſt Part "of the Covenant, that He will cleanſe us 
from our Sins; from the Guilt, and Puniſhment 
of them. Again, A new Heart will I give you, 
allo a new Spirit will I put into you, and * will take 
.- away your flony Hearts out of your Bodies, and I will 
Five you a Heart of Fleſh. There is the ſecond Part 
of the Covenant, conſiſtin of Sanctification. And 
the third is, You ball dwell in the Land that I gave 
to your Fathers and I will call for Corn, and I will 
encreaſe it, and I will lay no more Famine upon 100 
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end [ will multiply the Fruit of the Tree, and the In- 
* of the Field, that you bear no more the Reproach 
of Famine amang the Heathen, Here are the Parti- 
culars ſet down; fome are named for the reſt; I 
will call for Corn and Wine, that is; for what ſo- 
ever you want. In opening theſe three Parts of the 
Covenant, I ſhall ſhew you, that Gop is ſufficient 


in all. 1 | 


FissT, He is All-ſufficient, to take away all our 
Sins. It may be, you will fay, „It is an caſ 
Thing to believe this; there is no Difficulty at all 
in it. But ſurely, whatſoever we ſay, we find in 
Experience it is exceeding hard. Who is able ſo 
fully to believe the Forgiveneſs of his Sins, as he 
ought, when he is put to it? At the Day of Death, 
at the Time of Extremity, at that Time when the 
Conſcience ſtirs up all his gth, when all a Man's 
Sins are preſented unto him in their Colours, who 
is able then to believe it? Therefore we had need 
to find out the Al/-/ufficiency of Gon in this: For 
the Greatneſs of his Power is ſhewed in nothing 
more than in the forgiving of Sins. If you ſay, 

Who doubts that the Lord is able to Fain — 
I fay, My Beloved, if you did not doubt of it; 
what is the Reaſon, ſeeing you can believe a ſmall- 
er Sin to be forgiven, that you queſtion Gop's 
Mercy, when great Sins are committed? Certain- 
ly in doubting of Gop's Mercy, Men doubt like- 
wiſe of his Power, whether He be able to forgive : 
For as there is a Power in his Wrath; ſo like- 
wiſe there is a Power in his Mercy, as we ſee Rom. 
ix. 22, 23 and as Gop ſhews the Greatneſs of 
bis Power in executing Wrath upon evil Menz 
ſo He ſhews the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power, 
and declares the glorious [Riches of his Mercy tor 
wards thoſe that turn unto. Him, in forgiving the 
Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin; all Kinds and 
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of Sin, whatſoever it be that they have 
committed againſt” Him. "RIP 


| Wes a Man cunifibers: his Sins, and laoks 
upon them in the Heighth, in the Breadth, and 
Depth of them, when he ſees a Heap of Sins piled 
up together, reaching up to the Heavens, and down 
F the Bottom of Hell; then to believe, that the 
3 of Gop is higher than theſe Sins, and that 
the Depth of his Mercy is deeper than they; This 
is to comprehend the Length, and Breadth, and Depth 
of Mercy in Him, Epbeſi iii. 10. This is exceed- 
ing hard to us; but yet this the Lord is able to 
do; his Mercy is able to ſwallow them up; as you 
find James ti. 13. Mercy rejoiceth again Fudgment. 
As if he ſhould fay; There is a certain Contention 
between the Sins that we commit, and the Mercy 
of God: But though our Sins oppoſe his Mercy, 
yet his Mercy is greater, and, at length, over- 
comes them, and rejoiceth againſt them, as a Man 
joiceth againſt an Adverſary that he hath ſubdued. 
ore herein we muſt labour to ſee Gop's All- 
Aer, that although our Sins be exceeding 
al yet the N of his 85 is able to 
wallow them up. | 


Tun Piond Part of ha Ovratiant, is his An- 
ſufficiency in n ur Sins, or in fanctifying 
us; When a Man looks upon the Ways of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and then upon tie Strength of his Luſts, 
he is ready to fay with himſelf, „How ſhall I be 
able to lead a holy Life?” This 1s the Anſwer to 
it; God is All e rien He that is able to bid 
Li ght ſhine out of Darkneſs, is able to kindle a 
Lizht in thy dark Heart. Though thy Heart be 
2 ſo Gat. He is able to change it, 4 there; 
not, I ſhall never be able to do it: „ For 
is able to take all that ReluQaney. 0 or 
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Go doth in the Work of Grace, as He doth in 
the Work of Nature: He doth not as we do; for 
when we would have an Arrow go to the Mark, 
when we throw a Stone upward, we are not able 
to change the Nature of it, but we put it on by 
Force. But Gop carries every Thing to their 
End, by giving them a Nature ſuitable to that End. 
An Archer makes an Impreſſion upon an Arrow, but 
it is a violent Impreſſion; Gop carries every Thing 
to that End, to which He hath appointed it; but 
with this Difference, He makes not a violent Im- 
preſſion, but a natural Impreſſion. He cauſeth the 
Creature to go on of itſelf, to this or that Purpoſe, 
to this or that End. And ſo He doth in the Work 
of Grace; He doth not carry a Man on to the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs, leaving him in the State 
of Nature, taking him as he is, but He changeth 
a Man's Heart, ſo that he is carried willingly to 
the Ways of Gop, as the Creature is carried by a 
natural Inſtinct to its own Place, or to the Thing it 
defires. This the Lord out of his All-ſufficiency 
is able to do. _— 


Bur you will be ready to object, If the Loxd 
be thus All-fufficient, if He be able thus to kindle 
Light in the dark Heart, to change a Man's 
crooked and perverſe Spirit, to implant ſuch Habits 
into it, why am I thus? Why am I no more able 
to overcome my Sins? Why do I come ſhort of 
the Performance of ſuch Purpoſes and Deſires ? 
Why do I find ſo many 'Things in me contrary to 
the Rules of Sanctification, and to this All- ſuffici- 
ent Power of Gop ?!“ © OP 


. To this I anſwer: It may be it is becauſe thou 
obſerveſt not thoſe Rules by which Gop commu- 
nicates this All-ſufficiency, and Power of his. 

What though the Lord be willing to communi- 
F'3 cate 
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cate it, yet there are ſome Rules to be obſerved, 
which Himſelf hath given? That is; Thou muſt 
diligently attend upon his Ordinances; thou muſt 
be careful to abſtain from the Occaſions He bids 
thee abſtain from: If thou fail in either of theſe, 
He hath made thee no Promiſe to help thee with 
his Al-ſufficiency. Sampſon had great Strength, as 
long as the Lorp was with him. You know, the 
Lorp told him, fo long as he nouriſhed his Hair, 
(which was a Symbol of Gop's Preſence) ſo long 
He would be with him; but if He had not that, 
He would withdraw his Preſence; and fo it is in 
this Caſe: The LorD hath appointed us to keep 
his Ordinances, and ſo long He will be with us; 


but if we neglect the Means of Grace, or adven- 


ture upon the Occaſions of Sin, the Lord is then 
diſcharged of his Promiſe, as we may ſo ſay; the 


 LorD then withdraws his Power from us, as He 


did from Sampſon. If you will needs touch that 
Tree, if you will needs go into fuch a'Company, 
if you will needs gaze upon ſuch Objects: Or, if a- 


in, you will neglect Prayer, and Hearing, and 


ctifying the Sabbath, if you will neglect to ob- 
ſerve the Rules that He hath appointed; in all theſe 
Caſes, the LoxD withdraws his All-fufficiency. 
And therefore lay che Fault where it is; that is, 
Upon yourſelves. ETA | 


Gop hath made a Promiſe unto thoſe whoſe: 
Hearts are perfect with Him; but it may be, thy 
Heart is imperfect, it may be, there hath been Hy- 
pocriſy in thy Heart, thou haſt never been willing 
to part with all, to ſerve Him with a perfect Heart, 


and with a willing Mind all thy Days. When 


once thy Heart is brought to Sincerity, doubt not 
that He will perform that thou lookeft for on his. 


Fart: For it belongs to his Part to give thee Pow- 
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er, and Strength to do that which thou deſireſt to 
do. So much for the ſecond Part of the Covenant. 


Tx third Part of the Covenant, is to provide 
for us all good Things belonging to this preſent 
Life: Herein the Loxp is All- ſufficient to all thoſe 
that are in Covenant with him. I need not fay 
much to make this good unto you. All Things 
are his, whatſoever a Man needs; Riches are his; 
they are his Creatures; they come and go at his 
Command; Honour is his; 7 twill haneur thoſe that 
honour Me. He takes it to Himſelf to beſtow it as 
He pleaſeth: Health and Life is his; the Iſſues of 
Life and Death belong to Him: Friendſhip is his; 
for He puts aur Acquaintance far from us, and draws. 
them near to us. Go through all the Variety of 
Things that your Heart can deſire, and they are 
all his; He governs and diſpoſes of them as He 
pleaſeth; ef. therefore, certainly He is able to 
provide all Things for thee that thy Heart can de- 
ſire; ſo that no good Thing thall be wanting to 


thee. 


_ Lanovr then to fee Gop in his Greatneſs, in 
all his Attributes, in his Unchangeableneſs; to ſee 
Him in his Eternity, in his Power, in his Provi- 
dence, See what Uſe the Pfalmiſi makes of the 
Attributes of Gop: I ſaid, O my Gop, take me . 
not away in the Midft of my Days! thy Years endure” 
from Generation to Generation; thou haſt before Times 
laid the Foundation of the Earth, and the Heaven 
are the Work of thy Hands; they fhall periſh, but 
thou ſhalt endure,” even they all ſhall wax old as @ 
Garment, When 'a Man fees the Vanity of the 
Creatures, he looks upon them all, as they that 
will wax old as a Garment. A Garment that is ne- 
- ut the firſt, with long Wearing will be ſpent, and 
at length be ft for Nothing, but to be caſt * 
% 
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fo, ſaith He, ſhall the whole Body of the Creatures 
be. Now, when we conſider this, "That it is a 
[ Man's own Caſe, and every Creature's, let a Man 
1 help Himſelf with this, that Gon remains forever; 
| and therefore, if a Man can dwell with Him, that 
will help him_out of that Weakneſs, Mutability, 
q and Changeableneſs that is in the Creature. 
f LoRp, thou art our 1 Generation 10 
„ Generation, ſaith the e. 4 XC. 1. As if he 
| ſhould fay; When a Man dwells with Go p, he 
hath a fake Houſe ; a Caſtle, that when Generations 
come and go, when there is a Change of all Things, | 
et there is no Change in Him. So, when you 
| And theſe Defects in the Creature, go home to 
Him, and labour to ſee his Immutability and Eter- 
nity. And ſo likewiſe, when thou ſeeſt thy own In- 
ability to do any Thing; when thou ſeeſt thatWeak- 
neſs in the Creature, that it is not able to bring 
any Enterprize to paſs, then look upon his Provi- 
dence, and his Almighty Power, in that He doth 
all Things, in guiding the Creature. 


THe ſerious Setting ourſelves to conſider the Pro- 
vidence of Gon, will diſcover to us his All- ſuffi- 
ciency, more than any Thing beſides. Are not 
all Creatures made by Him? You will grant that, 
That every one, even the Smalleſt, is from Him; 

_ _ Certainly then, there is ſome End of it; for He 
made Nothing but for ſome End; and, if there be 
an End of it, He muſt guide it, and lead it to that 
End; otherwiſe, He would leave the Building im- 
perfect, He would but begin a Work, and leave it 
in the Middle; otherwiſe the Creature would be 
= loſt, and periſh, and that-thro' a Default of his. 
But there cannot be any Default, any Want of 
| Goodneſs in Him, the great Builder of all Things, 
and therefore it muſt needs be, that He guides 
every Creature under the Sun: He guides and di- 
rects, even the Smalleſt to their Ends. And this 
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is all that is meant by Providence: It is nothing 
elſe, but to guide, govern, and direct every Crea- 
ture to their ſeveral Ends. Befides, how is it that 
ou ſee Things fitted one to another as they are? 
or it not the Providence of Gop? When you ſee 
the Wheels of a Watch fitted one to another, you 
lay this is done by Art, not by Accident; even ſo 
it is in Nature; you fee a Fitting of one Thing to 
another in the „ in the Creatures, in every 
Thing, in all the Senfes; and the ſetting of one 
Thing to another ſhews, that there is an Art that 
doth it, which is the Providence of 'Gop. Be- 
ſides, we ſee all Things go their Courſe. | Thoſe 


Things that come by Accident, fall out uncertain- 


ly, now one T4 then another; but, we ſee 
al the Works: bs Nature, go in a certain conſtant 
Courſe.” And laſtly, if there be no Providence in 
a Family, it will foon be diflolved: So it is in the 
great Family of the World; there muſt be a Go 
vernment, or it cannot ſand 3 and if there be a 


Government, it cannot be by Man; and if not 


by Man, it muſt be by one that is Gov... 
Bor it is objected, « We fee many Things are 


caſual, and that Time and Chance befalls everyThing.” 
It is true, there are Chances that fall out in all theſe 


Things, that we call Caſual, or Accidental, when 


Something comes between a Cauſe and the Effect, 


and hinders it. When a Man is ſtrong, and ſome 5 


Accident comes between and hinders him from ob? 


_ taining the Battle; when a Man hath Wiſdom 


and ſome Accident comes between, and hinders 
him from obtaining Favour, This is that which 
we properly call Chance. Now it is true, there is 


ſuch a Chance in the Nature of the Thing; but 


yet, conſider this; tho this Chance be contrary to 


the particular Cauſes, yet it hath a Cauſe, it riſeth 
FI fo that it ĩs call'd Chance, 


becauſe it thwarts the particular Cauſe; but it doth 


not differ * the Intention of the Univerſal. 


r r 
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Somewhat there is that is the Author of all Cauſes; 
that is the firſt of all Cauſes; and therefore it is im- 
poſſible, that any Thing ſhould be totally by Ac- 
cident: And therefore, Whenſoever you find this, 
it is ſo far from being caſual, ſo far from coming 
by Chance, if you look into it exactly, that then 
the Providence of God is moſt ſeen. Thoſe Things 
that are done by particular Cauſes, according to 
their Intention, we ufually aſcribe it to them; but 
when there is an intercurrent Action comes, that 
we call Chance, that belongs to the univerſal 
Cauſe, and is to be aſcribed to Him; and hence it 
is, that the Lord uſually in the adminiſtring of 


_ contingent Things, turns Things by accidental 


Cauſes ; becauſe his own Hand is moſt ſeen in it, 
and He gets the greateſt Glory by it. When then 
ou ſee ſuch an Inability in the Creature, to bring 


its Enterprizes to paſs, labour to ſee God's Almight L. 
Providence, and to be perſwaded of it; to thi 


n 

with thyſelf there is not the leaſt Thing without 
his Providence; there is not the leaſt Creature that 
makes a Motion this Way, or that Way, but as 
at is guided and directed by Him. 


Ax the Queſtion is now, how far we practice 


this: Let every Man examine his own Heart. 


Fist, If a Man believe that All- ſufficiency 
that is in Gop, why doth he terminate his Aﬀec- 
tions in the Creature? If there be Nothing in the 
Creature, but Emptineſs, why do you love the 
Creature? Why do you fear it as you do? If there 
be Nothing in the Creature, but all be in him, we 
ſhould fee through the Creature, we ſhould look 
beyond it. Shiſhack was but the Vial, thro' which 
Gop's Wrath was poured upon 41/rael, 2 Chron. 
xii. So Cyrus was but the Vial, thro' which Gop's 
Goodneſs was poured upon Hrael, Iſai. xly. If 
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you did look upon every Man, upon every Friend, 
and every Enemy, upon every Creature, as an In- 
ſtrument of Good or Hurt to you, as an empty 


| Vial in itſelf,” thro' which Gop pours either his 


Goodneſs or his Wrath, it would cauſe you not to 
{tick upon the Creature, not to wrangle with Men, 
or to be angry with them, ſeeing they are but the 
Vials: It would cauſe you again not to be proud 
of the Friendfhip of Men, not to be ſecure in them, 
not to truſt in them, not to think yourſelves fafe 
in them, ſeeing they are but Vials, through which 
Gop pours his Mercy upon you: Uſe this World 

then as tho" you uſed it nut. You would uſe all the 
Things in the World, all the Men in the World, 
as if you did not uſe them, if you did fee an Emp- 
tineſs in them, and a Fulneſs and All-ſufficiency in 
| MortoveR, if Gop be all- ſufficient, why do 
we ſtick ſo much upon particular Means, as to ſay, - 
If ſuch Means are not uſed, I ſhall be undone? If 
He be All-ſufficient, it is no Matter what the 
Means are, He is able to bring it to paſs. It is 
uſual with Men to ſay, If ſuch a Thing fail me, I 
am undone. What are thefe but Particulars ? This 
ſticking upon Particulars is a Sign we think Him 
not All- ſufficient. If there be not a Spark of Light, 
but thou walkeſt in Darkneſs, and ſeeſt Nothing to 
help thee, if Gop be All-fufficient, truſt in Him. 
Let him that hath no Light, truſt in the Lok p. 


When we loſe any particular Means, it is but the 


Scattering of a Beam, it. is but the Breaking of a 
Bucket, when the Sun and the Fountain is the ſame. - 


Why ſhould we be troubled at it? When one 
Means is broken, cannot Gop find out another? 


When He ſaid to Paul, all the Souls with him 
ſhould be ſafe; all were not able to ſwim to Shore, 
and the Ship was not able to bring them to mon 
| | | ut 
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but yet, ſome, by. broken Boards, ſome by one 


Means, and ſome by another, all got ſafe : So the 
Los brings all Things to paſs in a ſtrange Man- 


ner, ſometimes one Wa * ſometimes another; He ; 


breaks in Pieces many Times the Ship, that, we 
fach ſhould bring us to Shore, "MR caſts us on 
ch Boards as we did not expect. 


Ap fo likewiſe, if Gop be All-ſufficient, if 
He be thus exceeding great, conſider, if thou ſec 
thine own Vileneſs, thy Ignorance, thy Emptineſs, 


When Agur looked upon Gop, and ſaw his Great- 
neſs, Prov. xxx. he crics out, that he had not the 


Underſtanding of a Man in him. Art thou able to 
ſay : I have not the Underſtanding of a Man in me; 
that is, Canſt thou ſee thy Emptineſs, and Vanity 
of thy own Knowledge ? Canſt thou learn not to 
murmur againſt Gop in any of his Ways? Canſt 
thou. learn. to bring under thy Thoughts to the 
Ways of God's Providence? Canſt thou be con- 
tent to ſee the Lok n going all the Ways that He 
doth, ſetting up evil Me: en, and putting down good 
Ven, 2 55 the Churches to wither, and the E- 


jt to proſper ? Canſt thou ſee all this, and yet 


fant Him in thine Heart! Art thou able to fa 
e 4 is holy, in all his Mays, and in this to 2 
the Greatneſs of Gon, 1 thy own Folly and 
Weakneſs? Canſt thou ſay, that thou art but Duſt 
and Aſhes, and ſay it in good Earneſt? Then 
I will believe, that thou haſt ſeen. Gop in his 


Greatneſs; I will believe, that thou haſt ſeen - 


Him in his All- ſufficiency. 


_ Morztovrr, if Gop be All- fubficient , why 
are we then ſo ready to knock at other Men's 

Doors? Why are we ſo ready to go to the Crea- 
ture, to ſeek Help, and Comfort, and Counſel from 


it, and to knock. ſo little at his Door 9 
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and Seeking to Him? For, if thou believedſt Him 
to be All-ſufficient, thou wouldſt be abundant in 
Prayer, thou wouldſt take little Time to look to 
others, thy chief Buſineſs would be to look to Him, 
not only in praying to Him, but in ſerving Him, 
and pleaſing Him: We knock at his Door, as well 
by the Duties of Obedience, as by Prayer, and 
Seeking to Him. If thou thinkeſt Him to be All- 
ſufficient, why doſt thou not do this ? 2 


Ac: Laſtly, If thou thinkeſt Go to be 
All- ſufficient, when thou haſt any Service or Duty 
to do, either belonging to Gon or Man, why do 
thou not reſolve upon the Doing of it, without 
looking to the Conſequence whatſoever it be? For 
if He be All- ſufficient, then all our Care ſhould; 
be to do our Duty, and to leave the Succeſs to 
Him. A Servant that thinks his Maſter is able and 
willing to provide for him ſufficiently at the End of 
the Day, or Year, or the End of his Service, will 
be careful to do his Work, without making Pro- 
viſion for himſelf: And fo, if thou believe Gon to 
be All-ſufficient, thou wilt ſeek no more, but to 
find out what thy Duty is, how to keep a good 
Conſcience in ſuch a Buſineſs, in ſuch a Strait, in 
ſuch a Difficulty ; but when thy Wit is. over-run- 
ning thy Duty, and thou lookeſt to the Conſe- 
quence (if I do this and this, this will befall me) 
that is a Sign thou thinkeſt not Gop to be All- 
ſuſcient, thou thinkeſt thy Maſter cannot provide 
for thee; but thou thinkeſt I ſhall be poor, when 
I have done this Service, and therefore I will pro- 
vide for myſelf. | * 


Nor ſo did Daniel: He reſolved to do his Duty, 

and not to go a Step out of the Path: Well; he 
ſball be caſt into the Lions Den; yet he keeps his 
Reſolution firm. It was enough for him to do his 
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Duty ; he left the Conſequence to Gon, for he 
knew He was All-ſufficient. So, I fay, conſider 


only what thy Duty is upon every Occaſion, and 


never look to the Conſequence, either to the Loſs 
of Preferments, of Riches, or Favour : For Gop 
is All-ſufficient ; He will order all Things well. 


' Lanovur then to be perſwaded of this Truth, 


and apply it upon every Occaſion, When any 
Command is preſented unto us, when any Thing 
is to be done, run to this Principle; that (hall help 
thee to do every Duty, that ſhall preſerve thee from 
every Sin: For Example, Gop hath commanded 
us to deny ourſelves in our Profit, in our Credit, 
and our Pleaſures; and many Times it happens 
that we are to 8 this Duty in particular 

Caſes; conſider ſeriouſly then, that Gop is All- 
ſufficient; it will make thee do thy Duty through- 
ly. What though thou be a Loſer in thy Credit; 
Gov is able to make it up. What tho' thou be a 
Loſer in thy Profit, as Amaziah was? Is not He 
able to give thee Fourſcore Talents, faith the Pro- 


— to him? What tho” thou be a Loſer in thy 


leaſures, that thou loſe or want the Pleaſures of 
Sin for a Seaſon; is He notable to make it up with 


Peace of Conſcience, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt ? And 
again; we are commanded to take up aur daily Croſs, 
and not to take ſinful Courſes to avoid Crofles, and 
Afflictions; and ſurely, the Way to perform this 
Duty, is to be perſwaded of Gop's All-Sufficien- 
cy. Let a Man think then that Gop is able to 
him.through; that He is able to keep him in- 
ime of Sufterings ; that it is He that keeps tie 


the T 


Keys of the Priſon Door; that opens and ſhuts, 
when He pleaſeth ; that it is He that makes whole, 


and makes fick. The Iſſues of Life and Death, be- 
long to Him... Every Man's Judgment, though he 
ſeth the Face of the Ruler, yet it is from him: 4 
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let a Man conſider, that it is not the Creature that 
inflicts any Croſs or Affliction, but it is Gop that 
doth it by the Creature, and that will enable. him 
to bear any Croſs, to paſs through all Variety of 
Conditions, 'and not to turn from a ſtrait Way, 
but to go through the Storm when he meets with 
it. | 2564 


III. Bur then obſerve the third main Point, 
which was, that J/he/cever hath Intere/t in God's. 
All-Sufficiency, muſt be a perfect Man: That is, to 
take the Word in the loweſt Senſe, he muſt be fin- 
cere, he muſt have Integrity of Heart. I am All- 
ſufficient, faith Gop, therefore be thou perfect; 
otherwiſe thou haſt no Intereſt in this All-Suffici- | 
ency of mine. The Point is clear, I ſhall not need 
to confirm it by any other Places of Scripture, but 
rather ſhew you what this Perfection, and Since-. 
rity of Heart is. The beſt Way to this, is to open 
to you thoſe Scriptures, by which it is preſented. 


* 
to us. 8 L 
£# — 
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Ax firſt, you ſhall find it often expreſſed by. 

Purity; bleſſed are the pure in Heart, and God is geod: 

to Iſrael, even to them that are of a pure Heart. Now 

what is it to be pure? That Heart is pure which is 

holy, which will mingle with no Sin. It is true, 

din may cleave, and adhere to a Man, as Droſs 

doth to the Silver; but though Sin be there, yet the 

Heart ſtill caſts it out of itſelf, it reſiſts and rejects 

it, and cleanſeth itſelf from it. Even Believers. 

have a Fountain of original Corruption in them, 

and from this Fountain Sins rife continually; but 

though the Scum ariſe, ſtill the Heart purihes itſelf,” 

and caſts it out; this is the Property of a pure 
Heart. With the Impure it is quite contrary; the | 
Scum riſeth as in the other, but it is mingled and "0 
confounded with all mu. in the Heart; there is; 
8 NN 2 | | not 
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| not ſuch a cleanſimg Diſpoſition in it, but there is 
a Mixing of the precious and vile Things toge ; 
ther: | - 1 


Gon, is faid to have a ſingle Eye. Now that is a 
fingle Eye, that looks but upon one Object, and 
that is a ſingle Heart, that looks but upon one 
Thing. Likewiſe that is a double Eye, and a dou- 
ble Heart, that looks upon two Objects, and is di- 
vided between two; that ſtands and looks upon 
Gop, and upon the World, and knows not well 
Which to chooſe; ſometimes he is following the 
one, ſometimes the other. The Heart of an un- 
ſound Man, of one that is not perfect, is not 
pitched upon Gon alone; but he hath an Eye up- 
on Gop, and an Eye upon Credit; he hath an 
Eye upon Go, and an Eye upon Wealth, upon 
his Pleaſures, or whatſoever it is. And in that 


Regard a Man is faid to have @ Heart and a Heart; 


not as commonly it is taken, to make a Shew of 


one Thing, and have another within; but it is a 
Heart and a Heart, when there are two Objects, 
upon which the Heart is ſet, ſo that it is divided 


between two, and, as it were, cloven aſunder. 
Now then, he is a perfect Man that hath a fix'd 
Refolution to cleave to Gop alone, that hath his 
Eye upon Him, and upon nothing. beſides. This 


is a ſingle Heart, when a Man ſhall reſolve as 7- 


ua did; As for me and my Houſe, wwe will ſerve 
the Lok p. | | 


A Third Expreffion there is in the Scripture, 
Thou ſhalt ſerve the Lox D thy Gor with all thy 
Heart: So that he who has Integrity of Heart, he 
is a perfect Man; that is, 1. He is a perfect Man 
with Gop, that hath a whole Heart; that is, ſuch 

a Heart whereof every Part, and Faculty is ſancti- 


fed; 


; Secomp, He, whoſe Heart is ea before 
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fed; there is no Part of it, but it is ſeaſoned with 
Grace; there is no Wheel in all the Soul, but it is. 
turned the right Way; there is not any Thing 
within him, of which he can ſay, the Bent of it is 
another Way. 2. That hath an Eye to all the Com- 
mandments, there is no Duty but he gives up his 
Heart to it: And again, there is no Sin, but his 
Hcart is averſe from it, and He reſiſts it to the ut- 
termoſt. Vou ſee this Expreſſion, Fanies i. 26. I 

any Man among you ſeems to be religious, and bridleth 
not his Tongue, this Man's Religion is vain. Take 
but this one Inſtance, that this is the Judgment of 
the Holy Ghoſt: Should a Man have an Eye to e- 
very Commandment, and ſhould he but fail in this 
one Thing, not bridling his Tongue, all the reſt of 
his Religion is but vain: Why? Becauſe he hath not 
an Eye to the whole Law; and if a Man fail in this, 
he is not a perfect Man. And 3. He is perfect, 
that moreover hath Regard to all the Ordinances of 
Gop ; For, if he will not uſe all Gop's Ordinan- 
ces conſcionably, and in their Seaſon; if he doth 
not pray, and receive the Sacrament, and uſe the 
Communion of Saints, and Faſting, in their Sea- 
ſon; and again, if he do not abſtain from all Oc- 
caſions of Sin, he is not a perfect Man. _ 


I order to know whether you are thus perfect, 
conſider. that Property of a ferſect Heart expreſſed 
Phil. iti. 12. 14. Net as though 1 had already attain- ' 
ed, or were already perfect, but I fellow after. if 1 
may apprehend that, for which I am alſo apprehended 
by Jeſus Chriſt. ' 7 preſs to the Mart, for the Prize 
of the High Calling of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus; Let 
therefore as many as are perfect, be thus minded. 
The Meaning is this; this is my Courſe, faith the 
Apoſtle: I have not yet attained to Perfection; but 
this I do, I aim at the Utmoſt, even at the Prize 
of the high Calling of Gop in Jeſus Chriſt: T aim 
FT e | even 
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even at the Top of Perfection, and I fellow hard to 
it: And, faith ho, not only I, but as many as are 
perfect, let them be thus minded; where, by the 
perfect, he means, you ſee, not one that hath al- 
+: Sy 8 Holinefs, but one that is ſound 
ou find here theſe two Properties of 
a Man, alin, whot. Heart is perfect with Gop. : 


| FirsrT, He aims at the hi cheſt Degree of Holi- 
neſs; n itſelf; he looks at 
the Top, at the Standard, at the utmoſt exact Line 
of Holineks, and he labours to ſquare himſelf to it; 
and though he cannot reach it, yet it is his Endea- 
your; he propounds not to himſelf a ſhorter Jour- 
ney's End _—_ he ſhould do, but his Aim is even 


fo abi? of Perfection, n perfect Con- 
=* ge of Chri; for that is it the 
Ard here — 5 of, that 4 be conformable to | 


the Death and Reſurreftion of Jelus Chriſt. This 
was his Aim: Whereas, on the other Side, ano- 
ther doth not ſo; but he ſets a certain Compaſs, a 
certain Limit to himſelf; there he firsth his Stef; 
he doth not intend to go any further; he doth not 
| intend to grow up to full Holineſs; he doth not in- 
tend to be holy, as. . 
1 | 


| SzconpLy, He follows hard; 1 
make the Mark his Aim, but he follows hard after 
it; he doth not loiter in the Way; his conſtant 
| and ond Work is, every Day to make his 
perfalts/where be nds any ookedneſs, to 
— n; where he finds an rd 
ſupply it; de All II amends his Heart, „All br 
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Hx ſerves the Loxp with all his Might. A 
Servant, when he ſlubbers over his Work, it is an 
Argument, that he doth it not with his whole 
Heart, but as with Eye-ſervice; for when he doth 
it heartily, he doth it painfully, he doth it through- 
ly, exactly, and with all his Strength. When 
a Man doth any Thing truly, and in good Ear- 
neſt, he doth it always exceeding diligently : There- 
fore that Expreſſion which you find ſo often in the 
Scriptures, 7 hou ſhalt love the Lox D thy Gop, with 
all thy Soul, with all thy Heart, and with all thy 
Strength, is not an Expreſſion of the of 
Love; No, that is not the ſole Scope of that 
Place, but it is an Expreſſion of the Sincerity of a 
Man's Love; as if he ſhould fay, Herein is the 
Sincerity of a Man's Love, this is an Argument 
that a Man loves Gop, truly, he loves Him with 
all his Heart, and with all his Might. It is ſo in 
all Things; when you do any Thing for itſelf, you 
will do it with all your Might. ; 


. Waen a Man doth a Thing remiſsly, and per- 
functorily, it argues always a divided Intention 
it is an Argument that the whole Mind is not ſet 
on it; whence that common Saying, He that will 
be excellent in every Thing, is p + in Nothing: But 
whenſoever a Man minds one Thing, he will do 
it with all. bis Might, becauſe all the Faculties, 
Thoughts, and Aﬀections of the Soul, are united, 
and drawn together into one Point, they are ſtill 
running in one Channel: And therefore a Man 
that hath a ſincere Heart, that chooſeth Gop alone; 
that faith thus with himſelf 5 I have but one Ma- 
« ſter to ferve; I have but one to fear; I have 
« Gop alone to look to; my Buſineſs is with 
« Him in Heaven; I think Him to be All-ſufficis 
« ent, and an exceeding great Reward,” will ſerve 
Him with all Diligence; If there be any Work _ 

TY i * 
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his to be done, he will do it with all his Might. 
That is the Diſpoſition of a Man's Mind, when 
once he is able to ſay as David faith, Pſal. xxvii. 
4. One Thing have I deſired of the Lok, and that 
will I ſeek, to ſee the Beauty of the LoRn, to live 
in his Temple. One Thing have I deſired, and that 
will I ſeek with all Diligence. When a Man de- 
ſires but one Thing, his Mind will be exceeding 
intent upon it; and therefore you ſhall find this al- 
ways to be in thoſe, whoſe Hearts are upright with 
God, that they give themſelves up to his Service; 
they give themſelves up to do it with all Diligence. 
A Man that faith, I hope my Heart is upright with 
God, and yet is exceeding buſy with other Things, 
doth the Work of Gop negligently : He doth but 
diſſemble, when he faith, that he walks before 
Him perfectly; for it cannot be. A Man whoſe 
Heart is upright, hath this Diſpoſition in him, that 
his Speeches, his Thoughts, and his Actions, are 
ſtill buſied about Things that belong to the King- 
dom of Gop; Holineſs is the Element he lives in, 
he would ſtill be doing ſomething that tends that 
Way ; by his Good-will he would be doing no- 
thing elſe. Thus he ſerves the Lord with all his 
_ and that is an Argument he hath a ſincere 


a 


Tus having ſhewn you that the Cauſe of our 
from Gop is, the Doubting of his All- 
Sufficiency ; and in the ſecond Place, that He is 
All- ſufficient; and again thirdly, that whoever 
| hath Intereſt in God's All-ſufficiency, muſt be a 
perfect Man; I proceed to ſhew you, I. What this 
Covenant is, that Gop makes. II. With whom 
it is made. And III. How we ſhall know whether 
we are in this Covenant, or no. 


IL. Waar 
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I. WHAT this Covenant is. You mult know, 


that there is a double Covenant ; 1. A Covenant of 
Works; and 2. A Covenant of Grace: The Co- 
venant of Works runs in theſe Terms, Do this, 
and thou ſhalt live, and I will be thy Gop. Ibis is 
the Covenant that was made with Adam in Para- 
diſe. The Covenant of Grace runs in theſe 'Terms, 


hou ſhalt believe, and take my Son, and accept of 


the Gift ef Righteouſneſs, and I will be thy Gov. 


Between theſe two Covenants you ſhall find a three» 
fold Difference, 2 Cor. ui. * . 


1. The firſt Covenant was a Miniſtration of the 
Letter; that is, in the firſt Covenant there was no 
more heard or ſeen, but the naked Commandment; 
there went with it no Aptneſs, no Diſpoſition to 
keep it; they heard what the Law was, they ſaw 
what Gop required, but there was no more; 


Minifters of the Letter, and not of the Spirit. 2. 
This Covenant brings only a ſervile Fear, and En- 
mity ; for when a ooks upon the Author of 
this Covenant, and hears no more but the Law, 


and what it requires, he looks upon Gop as a hard 


Mafter ; Again, he looks upon his Law as a heavy 
Yoke, as an unſupportable Bondage, and therefore 
he hates it, and wiſhes there were no ſuch Law 4 
be runs from it, as a Bondſlave runs from his Ma- 
ſter, as far as it is in his Power. This is that 
which is ſaid, Gal. iv. 24. Hagar gendreth to Bond- 
age; that is, the Covenant of Works begets Bond- 
men and Slaves, not Sons and Freemen. 3. It 18 
a Miniſtration of Death; that is, it propounds a 
Curſe to all thoſe that do not keep it, and it ſhews 
no Means to avoid it; and therefore a Man is af- 
fected to it, and to Gop the Author of it, as one 
is to an Enemy that ſeeks his Deſtruction. This 
ariſeth not from hence, that the Law of Gop is * 
| | Cru 
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cruel Law (for the Law is good); 


the Deſtruction of the Veſſel, is not any Infirmi 

or Weakneſs in the Wall ; but it is the Weakneſs 
and Brittleneſs of the Veſſel : And fo in this Caſe, 
the Reaſon why this Law, or Covenant of Works, 
is a Miniſtration of Death and Enmi 
cauſe there is any Imperfection in the Law, but it 
is from the Weakneſs of the F leſh that is not able 
ſo keep the Law. 


% 4 


N. ow, on the e Side, the G of Grace 
is, 1. I Miniftration f the Spirit, and not of the 
Letter. 
Lad, of Freedom, not of Bondage. 

ration of Life and Juſtification, and not a Mini- 
ion of e and dangepnren br 133 


F a Man hath looked upon e Covenant 


of Works, and ſees Death in it; ſees a ſtrict Law 
that he is not able to keep; then comes the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and ſhews to him a Righteouſneſs 
that himſelf never wrought, to ſatisfy this Law; 
 ſhews him a Way of obtaining Pardon for the Sins 
he hath committed againſt this Law, by the Death 
and Satisfaction of another. When he ſees this, 
he ſees withall the Mercy 
him; and when he ſces this, his Opinion, his Diſ- 


poſition, and Affection is alter'd; he looks not on 


Gop now as upon a hard Maſter, but as a Gop 
exceeding full of Mercy and Compaſſion ;- whence 
this follows, that his Heart melts towards the LoR D, 
and he comes and ſerves Him with Cheerfulneſs. 


He looks not now upon the Law of Go p as an 
p . or as PE but as a hoes and 
pro- 


but it ariſetn 


from the Weakneſs of the Fleth : As for Example, 
If you would take a Potter's Veſlel, and daſh it 
againſt a firm Wall, the Reaſon why the Wall is 


„ is not be- 


2: A Miniftration of Love, not © Ens 
4 / Y 3. A Mini- 


of God, giving this to 
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profitable Rule of Direction, that He is willing to 
keep for his own Comfort. 94: 


Nov, when the Heart of a Man is thus ſoften'd, 


then the Spirit of Gop is ſent into his Heart, and 


writes the Law of God in his inward Parts. And 
look what there is in the outward Law, as it is 
written and laid before you, there ſhall be a Diſ- 
poſition put into the Heart, that ſhall anſwer it in 
all Things; there ſhall be a Writing within, an- 
ſwerable to the Writing without; that, even as 


you ſee in Sealing, when you have put the Seal upon 


the Wax, and taken it away again, you find in 
the Wax the ſame Impreſſion, Stamp anſwering. 
to Stamp, Character to Character, Print to Print: 
So it is in the Hearts of the Faithful, after they are 
once ſoften'd; the Spirit of Gop writes the Law in 
their Hearts, ſo that there is a Law within, an- 
ſwerable to the Law without; an inward Aptneſs, 
anſwering every Particular of the Law; an inward- 
Diſpoſition, whereby a Man is inclined to keep the 
Law in all Points. And it is not only put into the 
Mind, as Habits are, but it is ſo ingrafted as a 
natural Diſpoſition is; it is ſo rooted in the Heart, 


ſo rivetted in, as when Letters are ingraved in 


Marble. 


No you muſt obſerve, That it is Chriſ that 

thus writes the Law of Gop- in the Heart of Man, 
which He doth ordinarily by Means of the Mini- 
ter, (who is, as it were, the Pen) thro* the Power 
of the Holy Ghoft, (which is, as it were, the Ink:) 
For the Means are not left to themſelves, but the 
LoRD- muſt concur with them immediately. The 


Miniſters are but Co-workers with Him; He holds 


tieir Hands, as it were, when they write the E- 
piſtle in any Man's Heart; it is He that . the 
| inn 1 a y 424 ] Ten, 


* 
* 
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Pen, it is He that puts Ink into it, and therefore 


the Epiſtle is his. 


| You now ſee the Difference between the Cove- ; 


nant of Grace, and the Covenant of Works. Now 
this Covenant of Grace, is Two-fold; it is either 
the Old Teſtament, or the New: They both agree 
in Subſtance, but they differ in the Manner of the 
Adminiftration, in the following Points: 


1. Tus New Teſtament, or the New Cove- 


nant, is larger than the Old; it extends to the Gen- 
tiles, whereas the firſt was confined to the Jett. 


2. The Old was expreſſed in Types, Shadows, and 


Figures: As for Example; they had the Blood of 
Bulls and Goats, they had the Waſhings of the 
Body in clean Water, had Offerings of Incenſe, 


and the like; by which Types other Things are 


meant; as, namely, The Death of Chrift, and the 
Satisfaction He gave to his Father by his Death, the 
_ - inward Sanctification of the Spirit, and the Works 
and Prayers of the Saints, ſweet as Incenſe ; whereas 
now in the Time of the Goſpel, theſe Things are 
taught us plainly; fo that the Old and New Teſta- 
ment differ, as the Image and Subſtance; the one 
was expreſſed but in Types and Shadows, the other 
hath the Subſtance itſelf. 3. The Old Teſta- 
ment in itſelf is but weak and unproſitable; For 
the Law made Nothing perfect, but the bringing in 
of a better Hope makes perfect, by which we draw 
near to Gop; that is, This was able to do'No- 
thing, further than it led to that which was effec- 
tual; therefore it waxed old, and vaniſhed away; 
but the Second proved effectual to take away Sin, 
and to ſanctify us, and therefore it is an everlaſt- 
ing Covenant. 4. They differ in the Confirma- 
tion: The New r 20g] 1. YA 
Oath, and by the Blood of the Teſtator, 4 4 
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whereas the other was confirmed by the Blood of - 


| Goatsz and accordingly the New "Teſtament hath 


new Seals put to it, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Sup- . 
fer, when the Old had only Circumciſion, and the 
Paſſover. 5. In the New Teſtament there is a 
more clear Knowledge of Things, than in the Old; 
as we ſee, Heb. viii. 10, 11. After thoſe Days, 


and write them in their Hearts: And I will be to 
them a GOD, and they ſhall be to Me a People. And 
they ſhall not teach every Man his Neighbour, and 
every one his Brother, ſaying: Knqw the LoRD: 
For all fhall know Me, from the Leaft to the Great- 
e That is, they ſhall know much more; and 
that which they do know, they ſhall know in ano- 
ther Manner: They ſhall know it more diſtinctly, 


more particularly: Moreover, as the Knowledge 


is greater, ſo the Promiſes are better. The Main 
of the Promiſes made in the Old Teſtament, (tho' 
the Promiſe of Salvation was not excluded) were, 
That they ſhould have the Land of Canaan; and 
outward Proſperity; the New Teſtament meddles 
little with them; but with Promiſes of Salvati- 
on, Remiſſion of Sins, and Sanctification by the 


Spirit. And again, there is a larger Effuſion of 


the _ under the New, than there was under 
the Old Teſtament; the Spirit is now pour'd 
on us in a greater Meaſure. Then it was diſtilled 
by Drops; now the Loxp hath diſpenſed it in a 
ter Abundance to the Sons of Men. In the 
Time of the Goſpel, there is greater Meaſure of 
Grace, and it follows upon the otherz Grace and 
Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt; that is, becauſe there 
was more T , and more Knowledge, there 
went likewiſe more Grace with it. is a 
Ro Revelation, ſo likewiſe there goes more 
race. That is a ſure Rule, that all ſaving Knows 
ledg onabl 
Vor. X. H | with 


taught by Gop, carries Grace proporti 
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with it. 6. The laſt Difference is in the Mediator; 
Moſes, a Man like us, was the Mediator of the Old 
Teſtament; that is, it was He that declared it, it 
was He that executed it; but we have a High- 
Prieft that bath obtained à more exellent Office, ih. 
as much as He is the Mediator of a better Teftament., 
Chrift is the Mediator of the New Covenant; it 


is He that declares the Covenant; and it is He that 


hath reconciled the diſagteeing Parties; He hath 
one between them, as it were, and hath under- 
taken for both Sides: He hath undertaken on God's. 


Part, theſe and theſe Things ſhall be done; and 


He hath undertaken on our Part, to give Satis- 
faction by his Death, and likewiſe to e us obe- 


dient to his F ather. 


You have: hand what the Core is in ge- 
neral: I ſhall now ſhew you what are the particu- 
lar Branches, or Parts of it; and they are three, 
anſwerable to the three Offices of Chrift. + Chriſt: 

know eis a Prieſt, a King, and a Prophet; it 
is He that makes good all the Parts of the Cove- 


_ nant, and He doth it according to all his three Of- 


fices; 1. As a Prieſt He gives us Remiſſion of Sins; 


2. As a Prophet He gives us Knowledge; and 3. 
As a King He governs and defends us. Of the 


Prieſtly Office I thall fay-no more e ba the o- 


ther two ſomewhat more ne 


As à Prophet, Cunts r teacheth us Know- 
3 You ſhall no more teach every Man bis 


Brother, but all ſhall be taught « 2 Me, faith the 
Lozp. It is another Kind of Teaching, when 


the Lorp teacheth us Knowledge, than that we 
can have from Men. He is ſuch a — as bap- 
tixeth you with the Holy Ghei; ſuch a Prophet as 
makes Mens Hearts burn within them when He 
rom to them; 3 ſuch a p as ſaith to Mat- 


theto 
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thew, Follow me, and he doth it; ſuch a Prophet 
as ſaith to his Miniſters, Gs nacb all Nations, and 
I will be with you, and Iwill make you able Mini- 
lers, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit. This is 
the Prophet that the Lox p hath raiſe up; the Pro- 
phet that He promiſed: He would raiſe lite Majes, 
that ſhould teach Men after another 'aſhion, than 
all the Prophets before were ever able to do. And - 
N that i is the fecond Part of the Covenant. | | 


2 Ws Fea wein many Things, but it is a hard 
Thing to know as — ought to know. Thou 


mayſt know Sin, and know it moſt exactly, but, 


if this do not work upon thy Heart; if the Sin lie 
not exceeding heavy upon thee; if it breed not in 
thee godly Sorrow for it; if. it doth not amaze 
thee, as it were, with the Filthineſs and Vileneſs 
of it; it is becauſe thou dot not yet know it, as 
thou oughteft to know. And how ſhall a Man do 
then? Go to Chri/#; He is the Prophet, He teach- 
eth a Man to ſee Things fo, that his Heart, his 
Will and Affections ſhall be moved with it. Vou 
are to conſider the Covenant when you go to the 
-LoRD, and remember this is a Part of the Cove- 
nant to teach Men, and God hath bound Himſelf 
by an Oath to perform it. Gop hath ſent his Son 
135 Chriſt to teach thee all Things belonging to 
vation; and ſo to teach thee, that thou ſhalt be 

in a right Manner aan with it. 


Am * likewiſe if — — oa thou ſeeſt 
Him in his Attributes; thou heareſt Him often de- 
ſcribed; and art able to deſcribe Him to others; 
but for all this, thou findeſt not thy Heart affected 
towards Him; thou ſeeſt not that Excellency and 
Beauty that is in Him, ſo that thy Heart is not en- 
amoured with Him; thou canſt not ſay thou loveſt 
Him with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and nos 
27 7 2 | 4 
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all thy Strength: What wilt thou do in this Caſe? 
G0 to Chri/t the Prophet, and beſeech Him that 
He would teach thee to know the LRD. This is 
- his Promiſe; if thou pray to Him, and He do not 
do it, urge Him with this; it is Part of his Cove- 
nant, that He hath confirmed by Oath, and muſt 
do it: And be aſſured of this, if we ſcek, and be 
earneſt with Him, He will teach us to know the 
Lord; and to know Him ſo, that we ſhall love 
Him with all our Soul, and with all our Strength. 
The like may I fay of any Thing elſe. Thus much 


| As to the third Part of it, or that which Chri/ 
will perform to us, as He is a King, it conſiſts in 
theſe three Things: wt 


1. To rule us. If thou find thyſelf ſubject to 
unruly Aﬀections, which thou canſt not vit 
is a Part of his Kingdom to ſet up his own Go- 
vernment in thy Heart, to put bis Law inte thy 
Afind, and to write it in thy inward Parts, that 
thou mayeſt be indeeed ſubject to the Kingdom of 
Chrift. When a Man ſees nothing but the out- 
ward Letter of the Law, he will never yield Obe- 
dience; but Chris comes as a King, and puts an 
inward Diſpoſition into the Mind, that ſhall an- 
{wer the Letter without, and fo He makes a Man 
ſubject to his Government. For Example; this is 
the Law without, Then ſhalt lave the Lord thy 
GopD with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and 
_ with all thy Strength; to anſwer which, you ſhall 
fee, Deut. xxx. vi. I will circumciſe thy Heart, and 


| | thou ſhalt love the Lon p thy Gon with all thy Heart, 


. with all thy Soul, and with all thy Strength: That is, 
TI will put this Affection, or this Grace of Love 
within thy Heart; there ſhall not be a Law with- 


out only, but there ſhall be a Grace withinz 4 Har 
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bit of Love, anſwerable to the Commandment 
without. And when this Government is ſet up, 
and the Law is put into our Mind, then He makes 
us Kings: For when Men have ſo much Strength 
within themſelves, that they can rule themſelves, 
and walk in the Way of Righteouſneſs, they are 
then made Kings; and ſuch xe the Lozp pes 
all thoſe that come to Him. 


2. To keep bis People i in Peace. This che 
Loxn doth likewiſe, and this is a Part of his 
Kingdom. His Kingdom is ſpiritual; and therefore 
the main Work of it is to give us inward Peace 
and Joy. Vou may have Troubles in the World; 
it is the ordinary Portion of the Children of God : 
We are therefore not ſo much to expect outward 
Peace; but Gop promiſeth. inward Peace and Joy: 
Wben you want ity aſł for it; it is a Part of Gon 
Covenant to give it. Lou may go to God, and 
beſeech Him to fill your Hearts. with this Peace 
r Heth Underſtanding, and with this Joy which 

ee. Go, and beſeech Him to enrich 
s with thoſe Riches that e to Sal- 
ration * and — will do it. | 


ive us a.Viaueys over our - Prot This 

is ae + Togire Part of Chri/?'s Kingly Office; and that: 
which was promiſed to brabam, when he renewed 
his Covenant, upon the Offering of his Son; Then 
Halt poſſeſs the Gates of thine Enemies. This i is the 
great Promiſe that Gop hath made to us, that being 
delivered from the Hands of all aur Enemies, we'might 
ſerde Him in Righteoufnefs and Helineſs all the Days 
of our Life. Luke i. 74. Vou may challenge this 
Covenant at his Hands: When you are to wreſtle 
with Satan, or any Temptation, fay, „Lon p, 
« haſt Thou not ſaid, that Thou wilt deliver me 
* 3 the Hands of all mine Enemies? Is it not 
L H 3 a Part 
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| a Pratofthy Qovenant?”  Butthat in.mot all nois./ 


d that is Part of the 


ther; there is a Promiſe (an 


Covenant likewiſe) that we ſhall overcome our 


outward Enemies, ſo far as — _ to 
far as Gop ſees it meet; and therefore a Man may 
go and chall 
«« if it be 


„if it be fit for me to have it, thou 


« haſt promiſed it, — rt 


<« alfo. 


— — Dat thee &e- 
one main-Branch of this Covenant, that is general 


to all the three; that is, the Giving of the Spirit. 


This Pouring out of the Spirit upon us, is that 
which comprehends the Life of all the other three; 


that which enables us to do all the reſt ; that which 


makes us Kings, and Prieſts, and Prophets; even 


as Chrift | Himſelf was anointed with the Spirit 


without Meaſure, that He rr 


King, and a Prieſt. 


IT. Our next Dufigek is to ſhew you, 
whom this Covenant is made, and that is with all 
thoſe who are perfect in the Manner above deſcri- 
bed. For it was not made with Abraham only, 


but with him and his Seed after him: Therefore ic 


it at Gop's Hands thus; « Lorp, 


ts: 


is with the perfect, with the faithful Race; for 


they which are o — the ſame are the Children of 
Abraham, Gal. iii. 7. And they which are of Faith 


are „le 4 with faithful Abraham, Ver. 9. 


My Beloved, it is a Thing that is nat audi - 
a Mercy it is, 


ently conſidered of us, how great 
that Gon ſhould be willing to enter into Cove- 


nant; that He ſhould be willing to mak e Himſelf 


a Debtor to us. He is in Heaven, and we are on 
Earth; He the glorious Gop, we Duſt and Aſhes; 


He the Creator, and we but Creatures; and 1 


eee ro Sos a... 1 
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he is willing to enter into a Coyenant with us- 
This ſhould teach us to r 
Gop, and to be ready to ſay, as David did, 
What am I, or what is my Father's Houſe, that 
I ſhould be raiſed hitherto; that I ſhould enter into 
Covenant with the great Gop; that He ſhould 
come to a Compact and Agreement with me; that 
He ſhould tie Himfelf, and bind Himſelf to become 
a Debtor to me? It is not a ſmall Thing to enter 
into Covenant with Gop, to be in Covenant with 
= King of Kings. _ _ 1 a 3 
een Jebeſba Jebaſbapbat I 

| There is a League ' between: us; therefore my Horſes 
are as thy Horſes, and my People as th 2 And 
ſo it is between Gon and us; when there is a Co- 
venant between us, then bis Strength is our Strength, 
and his Armies are our Armies, we have Intereſt 
in all. This great Benefit you have; therefore du 
have Cauſe, whoever is within the Covenant, to 
bleſs the Logp, to magnify; Him for his great 
Goodnek, that be would ener N ooh 
you, h #2 


Bur hers a 1s the Condition of this | 
Covenant of Grace on Man's Part: That is only 
Faith. And if you aſk why Faith is cha aa er 
dion of this Covenant! I anſwer: © 


+} 


1. Baca ben Faith brings wich it a en e 
and Holineſs of Life. It draws with it all other Gra- 
=, after this Manner: He that believes Gon, loves 

Him; he that loves Him, muſt needs be full of 
— Works. Beſides, he that believes Him, when 

op ſhall fay to him, I am thy exceeding great 
Reward, —— keep cloſe to Me, have an 
Eye upon Me, and walk with Me from Day to 
Day,” wi will be ready to do it. When Gop called 4- 
brabam from his Father's Houſe, and from his = 
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would have him offer up 
rendy to do it; whatſoever Gop bid. him do, he 
Would - do it; he preſerrec God” before his own 
Faſe, before his own Profit; before his only Son 


4 ee 
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red, he was ready to leave them; when Gon 
his only Son; he was 


whom he loved. Let any Man believe as Abra- 
bm did, and of Neceſſity it will produce good 


Works. Let a Man believe truly, and Truth of 


Belief will bring forth Truth of Holineſs. Hear 
what St. Fames ſaith, Jam it Abraham was ui. 
fled by Faith, it is true; but Abraham's Faith had 
Works joined with it; for it was not a dead, a 

counterfeit Faith, but a true Faith; and being a 


true Faith, Hrabam had Works as well as Faith, 


So then Faith is the Condition of the Covenant, 
becauſe it is the Ground of Perfection and 1 1 0 


„ e 1% 11497 an £37275 \ 


21794909 let wry 
ea oes 


nant but Faith. The Covenant is not à Com- 
mandment, but a Promiſe. 1 toi,. give thee: It runs 


all upon Promiſes, I will give hes a Seed, and in 
"that Seed thou Halt be bleſſed. I will give "thee this 


god Land, and ſo on. So that the Covenant of 


Grace ſtands on Gov's Part all in Promiſes: Now 


you know eit is Faith that anſwers the Promiſe; 
for the Promiſe is to be believed. If the Covenant 
had ſtood in Precepts and Commandments, then it 
muſt have been anſwered by Works and Obedi- 
ence; but ſince the Covenant eonſiſts of Promiſes, 
it muſt needs — w men and not by Works. 

Fx) TEL Y MEE H Fa 72 


wave it may be aſked hers, But how: is this 


Covenant confirmed? For when a Man hears that 
| —_ will vouchſafe ſo much Favour unto Man- 
kind, he 


might be ready to object, Alas ! what are 
the Sons of Men, that the great Gop of Heaven 
"and Earth ſhould enter into ſuch a Covenant with 


K > us; 
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Therefore that you may know whether on 
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us; chat He ſhould make us ſuch Promiſes; that 
He ſhould make us Heirs of the World; that He 


ſhould blefs us ſo as to make us his Sons, fo as to 
make us Prophets, 2 and Prieſts? I confeſs it 


is a Covenant that Confirmation; therefore 
the Lord hath confirmed it; firſt, by his Promiſe; 
faith He, You have my ſure Word for it; if that 


be not enough, I will confirm it by an Oath: And 


becauſe He had no greater to ſwear by, He faith, 
By My/elf have I ſworn, that I will Kel it good: 
And leſt this be not enough, He confirms it by the 
Blood of Ghrift Himſelf ; D the Death of the Teſ- 
tator; and if this be not 33 He hath added 
unto it Sacramental Seals arts hath confirmed it 
likewiſe by them: He hath given unto us the Seals 
. , as He gave un- 
2 enen een and of the 
ver. 


. Tas laſt Thing 1 poſed 3 i 
was this, How a Man know. whather he be 
within the Covenant, or no? The faith 
Abraham believed Gop, and therefore Gop reck- 
on'd him as a Man that was righteous, and accept- 
ed him to be a Partaker of the Covenant: And ſo, 
if thou believe in the Loxp Jus Chrift, it is cer- 


oy how art. within: the Caen of Grace ; thou 


that Faith put into it; for that in de on 
tion thereof, as was before oö 


Now whoſvever, truly believeth 3 in Chrift is en- 
grafted into Him; and whoſoever i is in Chriſt, hath 
received the Spirit of Chri/t; and if a Man have 

not received the Spirit of it, he is not in _ 

ve 
the Spirit, I will commend theſe two Places of 
Scripture to you: One is, Rom. viii. 15. You have 


not received the Spirit of Bondage again unts ** 
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- but the Spirit of Adoption, whereby you cry, Abba Fa- 
ther; the ſame . beareth Witneſs with our Spi- 
rits, tbat we are —_ Go »Þ: The other, 
1 John v. 8. There are Three that bear Record in 
_ "Earth, the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood, and theſe 

Three agree in one. + PHO FRO e REPS de 982 


1. THe Spirit of Bondage of Neceſſity muſt 
before; ſo that if — — hadſt the Spirit of 
- Bondage, certainly thou never hadſt the Spirit of 
the Son: For the Apoſtle. ſpeaks of it here, as the 
common Condition to all Chriſtians, they do not 
receive the Spirit of Bondage again; you had it 
once, but now you have the Spirit of Adoption : l 
ay, every Man muſt have this Spirit of Bondage; 
becauſe no Man can come to Chrift, except the 
Law be a Shoolmaſter to bring him to Chriſ. Now 
the Law is not a Schoolmaſter; it teacheth no Man, 
except the Spirit of Bondage work Fear, and put 
 _ an Edge upon it. Tou may hear the Law and the 
Threatnings and Curſes applied to you ten thou- 
- - and Times over, and yet no Fear be bred in you, 
except the Spirit of Bondage join with it, and 


FTuo' che Spirit of Bondage is not juſt alike in 
all; it is ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, but all 
have it more or leſs; ſometimes the Medicine is 
not ſo much diſcerned; but Gon means to beſtow 
upon ſome Men a great Meaſure of Grace, and 
therefore He gives them a greater Meafure of the 
Spirit of Bondage; becauſe Gop means to teach 
them more to prize Chri/t, He means more to bap- 
. tize them with the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, 
therefore He baptizeth them with a greater Meaſure 
of the Spirit of Bondage; they ſhall drink deeper 
of that Spirit, becauſe his Intention is, they ſhall 
drink deeper of the Spirit of Adoption * 
$74 HE 
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Tu Things which go with it, are theſe Three; 
the Jeſtimony of the Blood, of the Mater, and of 
our 610 Spirits. Firſt, there is the Teſtimony of 

the Blood. When the Spirit of Bondage makes 
a Man feat, it empties a Man of all Righteouſneſs, 
as a Man empties a Caſk, that there is Nothing left 
in it; it pulls away all other Props and Stays from 
him; it leaves a Man in this Caſe, that he fees No- 
thing in the World to ſave him, but the Blood of: 
Chrift: When a Man fees this, he takes faſt Hold 
of that; he will not let it go for any Thing; and 
tho' it be told him, You ſhall have many Troubles 
and Croſſes; you muſt part with all that youthave;: 
he cares not tho” it coſts him his Life; if he may have 
this Blood to waſh away his Sins, it is enough; this 
he lays fat Hold upon. And when a Man doth this, 
at that very Hour he is entred into Covenant; he is. 
tranſlated from Death to Life. When a Man can | 
ay, „I know I have taken and applied the Blood | 
of Chriſt; I reſt upon it; I believe that my Sins 
| are forgiven; I graſp it; I receive it,” this is the 
; Teftimony of the Blood. + '. F-. Yen 
But the LoRx D comes not by Blood only, but by: 
Water alſo; that is, by: Sanctification; He ſends. . 
the Spirit of Sanctiſication, that cleanſeth and 
waſheth his Servants; that waſheth away, not only 
the outward Filthineſs, but the evil Nature He 
waſheth every Man in the Church from Top to 
Toe. There is not one Place in the Soul, not one 
Place in the Converſation, but it is rinſed in this 
Water: And then when a Man comes to find this, 
that he hath been able to purify himſelf, and, by 
the Work of Chri/?'s Spirit joining with him, to 
cleanſe his Conſcience from dead Works; this is 
the ſecond :Deftimonye # ] (not Ub turf n 
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Now follows the Teſtimony of our own Spirits, 
which gathers Concluſions from both theſe, and 
ſaith thus: «© Seeing I have received the Blood, and 

ſeeing am able to purify myſelf, I conclude, I 
am Partaker of the Covenant: Tho a Man could 
argue thus truly; J#hoſcever believes, ſhall be fav- 
ed, but I believe,” This is the Teſtimony of the 
Blood only: But when a Man can fay, © I purify 
myſelf; I defire Nothing in the World ſo much; 

I do it in good Earneſt,” This is the Teſtimony of 
the Water to the Sign and Teſtimony of the 
Blood; which ſhews that it is true, that it is a 


Bur ſome Men ſay, This Teſtimony of a 
Man's own Spirit may deceive him. I anſwer, it 
cannot; becauſe though it be called the Teſtimony 
of our own Spirit, yet it is a Spirit enlightned; it 
is a Spirit ſanCtified with the Spirit of Chri/ff, 


- BuT-above all theſe is the Teſtimony Gop's 
Spirit. When a Man hath put to his Seal that 
God is true, then the Loxp ſeals him again with 
the Spirit of Promiſe; that is, the Loxp ſends the 
Spirit into his Heart, and aſſures him, that He hath 
received him to Mercy. You will ſay, „What is 
the Witneſs of the Spirit?” It is a Thing that we 
we cannot expreſs. It is a certain divine Expreſſion 
of Light, a certain unexpreſſible Aﬀurance, that 
we are the Sons of GoD; a certain ſecret Ma- 
nifeſtation, that Gon hath received us, and put 
away our Sins; I ſay, it is ſuch a Thing, that no 
Man knows, but they that have it. Beloved, this 
is the Teſtimony of the Spirit. I confeſs, it is a 
wondrous Thing, and if there were not ſome Chri- 
ſtians that did feel it, and know it, you might be- 
lieve there were no ſuch Thing; that it were but a v 
Fancy or Enthu/iaſm : But it is certain, there = | 
s 5 | A - 
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a Generation of Men, that know what this Wit- 


neſs of the Lord is. Indeed you muſt remember 


this, to diſtinguiſh it from all Deluſions, This Spi- 


rit comes with the Water, and the Blood; and 
therefore if any Man have Flaſhes of Light and 
Joy, that witneſs he is in the Covenant, and for all 
this, hath not the Things that before it, he 
may well take it for a Deluſion: So likewiſe if he 
have not the Conſequence of it, which is, the 
Spirit -of Prayer. So I will conclude all; he that 
hath the Witneſs of the Spirit, is able to cry Abba 
Father. If thou have an Aſſurance of a 9 

and yet art not able to pray, thou art 3 bor 


chat is the Property of the Spirit, it makes a Man 


cry to Gop, and call Him Father. 


You will fa, ce Is that ſuch a Matter? Every 
Man can pray.” Beloved, The Spirit of Prayer 4s 
another Thing than the World * it co be; 
he that hath I Spirit, is migh er; mw is 
able to wreſtle with Gop, as * 14: by 
Spirit of Adoption, he had Power with Gor 
is able to prevail with the Lox D; and why? Be- 
cauſe He can ſpeak to Him, as to a Father; he can 
continue in Prayer, and watch thereunto with all Per- 
ſeverance; he can ſpeak to Him, as one that he is 
well acquainted with; he can, not only ſpeak re- 
miſsly, but he can cry Abba Father; * is, he can 
pray with Fervency; and there is no Man in the 
World, that is able to do it beſides. | 


The End of Dr. Pazeton's Works, 
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D „ren kus 68156 wh hi dh the 
Borders of Suffolk, near 1 
at School, when 
ready 92 the Univerſity, was 
tent to Cambridge, in 1595, and was ad- 
mitted into St. Jobhn's-College; where he 
ſo profited in Learning, and approved 
himſelf by his blameleſs Nr : 
that he was promoted from one 
to another in the College; being hate 
firſt Scholar, and then Fellow of that 
Houſe. He alſo took all the off 
the Univerſity, with general Approbation 
and Applaute, It pleaſed Gop to con- 
1 an vert 


wit being trained up 
was 
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vert him by the Miniſtry of Mr. Paw 
Baines, whilſt he was Lecturer at St. An. 
drew's, in Cambridge. And when Mr. 


Sibs had been Maſter of Arts ſome While, 
he enter d into the Mmiſtry, and ſhortly | 


after was choſen Lecturer himſelf at Tri- 
nity" Church, in Cambridge: To whoſe 
Miniſtry, beſides the Townſmen,,ma 1 
Scholars reſorted, ſo that he became a 
worthy Inſtrument of begetting Sons 
and Daughters unto Gop; as alſo of 
cdifying, and La wan, 2 of * 0 
Azour the Tear 103 . or — I 
was choſen Maſter of Katherine-Hall in 
Cambridge, in the Government whereof 
” he continued till his Dying-day; and 
like a faithful Governor, he was alwa 
very careful to procure and advance the 
Good of that little Houſe. For he pro- 
cured good Means and Maintenance by 
his Intereſt in many worthy Perſons, for 
the Enlargement of the College; and was 
a Means, of eſtabliſhing learn'd and religi- 
ous Fellows there; 9 that in his 
Time, it prov'd a very famous Society 
for Piety and Learning, W. as to ER 
lows and Scholars. r 3 1 4 
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he was choſen Preacher at Gray s- lun; 
where his Miniſtry found ſuch general 
Approbation and Acceptance, that beſides 
the learned Lawyers of the Houſe, many 
noble Perſonages, and many of the Gen- 


try and Citizens reſorted to hear, 
and many had Reaſon to bleſs G0 


- 
or 9 © 


* * — 9 - pe ® * # 
the Benefit, which they received by 
a E 2 H 4 1 + FY 4 144 * 9 0 " a 4 4 
| - . 


| 5 7 14 21 vi | 
H1s Learning was mixed with much 
Humility, whereby, he was always ready 


: * 


to undervalue his own Labours; though 


2 


others judged them to breathe Spirit and 


Life, to be ſtrong of Heaven, ſpeaking 
with Authority and Power to Men's Con- 
ſciences. _ His Care in the Courſe of his... 
Miniſtry was to lay a good, Foundation 
in the Heads and Hearts of his Hearers. 
and that in one of the moſt eminent Al 
ditories for Learning and Piety, that was 
in the Land; yet, according to the Grace 
which was given to him (which was 
indeed like that of Eliſba, in Regard of 
the other Prophets, dhe elder Brother's 
Privilege, a double Portion) he was {till 
taking all Occaſions. to. preach of the 
Tae ee 40, eee 
A e eſt, 
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Reſt, of the Incarnation of the Son of 
Gop: And Preaching at ſeyeral Times, 
e Occaſion e mniny ſeveral Text 
this Subject, there 
is — any one ry” ofe incomparable 
, which accrue to us thereby, nor 
any of "thoſe holy 'Impreffions, which 
the Meditation hereof ought to work in 
our Hearts, which was nt + {orig 


the Holy Scriptures, which made him 


a Man of Gov, e, throughly fur- 
miſhed unto every 22 Work; 1 


came a faithful Steward of the manifold 


Braces of Gop, he endeavoured to teach 


others the whole Counſel of Gop, and 
to ſtore them with the Knowledge of 
Gov's Will, in all Wifdom; and ls 
ral Underſtanding. | a+ +16 . 3 
H was a Man ve 
Odntinatlon: with 'Gop, walking in all 
the Laws of Gop Blameleſs ; and, like 
Jun the, Baptift, was a burning and 
Shining Light, waſting and ſpending him- 
ſelf to enlighten others. He was upon 
All Occafions very charitable, —_— 
| g 
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forth not only his Purſe in relieving, but 
his very Bowels in commiſerating, the 
Wants and Neceſſities of the poor Mem- 
bers of Chriſt. He uſed ſometimes in 
the Summer-time, to go abroad to the 
| Houſes of ſome worthy Perſonages, where 
he was an Inſtrument of much Good; 

not only by his private Labours, but by 
his prudent Counſel and Advice, that 
upon every Occaſion he was ready to 
miniſter unto them. And thus having 
done his Work on Earth, he went to 
"a an oh es in Heaven, 2 
and co ortab y reſigning u rit 
unto Gop, in the Year 2 "4 and 1 Gin he... 
53th Year of his Age. 
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MysTERY of GopLiNEss.. G 
REVEALED. 


ü iii. 16. : 


And without: Controverſy, Great is - the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs: Gop was man- 


3 in 674 Fleſh, juſtified in the. . 
ſcen of Angelt, preached unto the Gen- 
tiles, e in the W orld, N P 


up to Glory. 


HERE are two Things that Ges oth 
more than all the World befides ; the Church, 
and the Truth; The Church, that is, the Pillar and 
round of Truth, as it is in the foregoing Verſe: The. 
Truth W that is, the Seed of he Church. 


Now, 


_ 
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Now the bleſſed Apo ole 8. Paul, being to fur. 
r umothy;'to the miniſterial Office, 
doth it from two Grounds eſpecially ; 1. From the 
Dignity of the Church, which he was to inſtruct 
bo, os oP. in; and, 2. From the Excellency of 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel, that faving Truth: 
Hereupon he doth ſeriouſly exhort Timothy to take 
| Heed how he converſed in the re pp, in 
tekching che Truth of Gop. 1 90 


a Church of Gop, is the Houſe of . 
ny of People that Gop cares for, more than 
for TV ankind beſides; for whom the World 
ſtands, for whom all Things are; It is the Church 
of the Living God, the Pillar and Ground of Truth. 
And for the Truth of Gop, that muſt be taught 
this Church, that is ſo excellent a Thin - 
ſee the bleſſed Apoltle here uſeth lofty Exoreſ 
ſions concerning it. As the Matter is high an and 
t, fo the Apoſtle hath Expreſſions ſuita 
fell Heart breeds full Expreffions. © As no Min 
went beyond S. Paul, in the deep Senſe of his own 
Unworthineſs, and of his State hy Nature; ſo there 


Was no Man reached higher in large and rich 


Thoughts, and Expreſſions of the Excellency of 
brit, and the good Things we have by Him: As 
we fee here, in ſetting forth the Excellency of the 
miniſterial Calling. Being to deal with Go 's 
Truth towards GO D's People, He ſets forth evan- 
gelical Truth een Without Controuerſy, great 
1s the Myſtery of Godlineſs; God was , in 
the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, 
preach'd unto the IE beliewed on in the 11 T4 
received op oy Chery. | . 2 nr 1 


I theſe Words chert is a 3 107 Jun a 
particular Explication ; there is the Fountain, and 
he Streams iſſuing Tony it; the Root, and the 
1 85 Branches; 


The Myſtery of Godlineſs reveal d. 109 


| Branches; there is, as it were, a Porch to this great 
Houſe. Great Buildings have fair Entrances; ſo 


this glorious Deſcription of the Myſteries of the 


Goſpel, hath this fair Porch, and Entry to it: 
Wi thout Controverſy, great is the Myftery f God- 


lingfs. 


Turn the F abrick itſelf is nn. out in theſe 
ſix Particulars: 


Gop manife/t in | the Fleſh, 


e in the Spirit, 

een of Angels, 

| Preached unto the Gentiles, 
Believed on in the World, 


— Received up to Glory. 
 FirsT, for the Preface; whereby the Apoſlle 


makes Way to raiſe up the Spirit of Timothy (and. 


in him us) unto a reverent and holy Attending to 
the bleſſ Myſteries that follow: Without Contro- 


verſy, great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs. 
In this Preface, there is obſervable, 1. TheThing 


jor th * „ 2 The Deſcription of it, it is a- 


hat it is a great Myſtery. 4. That it 
269% all Controverſy. There are none that 
= felt the Power of Gedlineſs, but they have con- 
feſſed it to be a great Muſtery. | 


Te obſerve Somewhat from each of theſe, I 


ſhall in with 
"eg 3 Gedlineſs. : 


8 is either the Principles of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, or the inward Diſpoſition of the 
Soul towards them; the inward hol a gry" of 
the Soul; the Word m both: Fer See 


Vol. 
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is not only the naked Principles of Religion, but 
Rkewiſe the Chriſtian Affection; the inward Bent 
of the Soul, ſuitable to Divine Principles; a godly | 
Diſpoſition, carrying us to godly Truths. 


To prove that Godlineſs includes the Truths them- 


ſelves, I need go no further than the Connexion: In 
the laſt Words of the former Verſe, The Church is 
called the Pillar and Ground of Truth; and then it 
follows, /ithout Controverſy, great is the Myſtery 
(he doth not ſay of Truth, but) of Gedlineſs; inſtead 
of Truth, he faith Gedlineſs. 5 


THz fame Word implics the Truths themſelves, 


and the Diſpoſition of the Soul towards them; to 


ſhew that both muſt always go together. Whereſo- 
ever Chriſtian Truth is known, as it ſhould be, 
there is a ſupernatural Light: It is not only a god- 
Iy Truth in itſelf, but it is embraced with godly 


Affections. Theſe bleſſed Truths of the Goſpel! 


require and breed a godly Diſpoſition; the End of 

them is Godlineſs; they frame the Soul to it. 
” Hence we may fetch a Rule of diſcern ing 
when,we are godly, or what makes a true Chri- 


ſtian. When a Man nakedly believes the Grounds 
of Divine Truth, the Articles of the Faith, doth 


that make him a true Chriſtian? No; but when 
theſe Truths breed, and work Godlinefs : For, Re- 
ligion is a Truth according to Godlineſs, not accord- 
ing to Speculation only, and Notion. Whereſoever 
theſe fundamental Truths are embraced; there 1s 
Godlineſs with them. A Man cannot embrace Re- 
ligion in Truth, but he muſt be godly. A Man 
knows no more of Chr:/t, and divine Things, than 
he values, eſteems and affects them, and brings the 
whole inward Man into a Frame, to be like them. 
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but a human Knowledge of divine Things; if they 
carry not the Soul to truſt in Gop, to hope in 
Gop, to fear & o p, to love Him, and to obey 

Him; that Mais not a true Chriſtian. 8 * 


RELIcIous, Evangelical Truth, is Wiſdom ; 
and Wiſdom is a Knowledge of Things directing 
to Practice. A Man is a wife Man, when he knows 
fo as to practiſe what he knows. The Goſpel is a 
divine Wiſdom, teaching Practice as well as Know- 
ledge. Therefore, he that is godly believeth aright, 
and practiſeth aright. He that believes il, can ne- 
ver live well; for he hath no Foundation: And he 
that lives ill, tho? he believe well, ſhall be damned. 
Therefore a Chriſtiat hath. godly Principles out of 
the Goſpel, and a godly Carriage ſuitable to thoſe 
Principles. And indeed, there is a Force in the 
Principles of Godlineſs (from Gop's Love in 
Chrift) to ſtir up to Godlineſs. The Soul that ap- 

ehends Gop's Truth aright, cannot but be gad- 

y. Can a Man know Gop's Love in Gri in- 
carnate, and Chri/?'s Suffering ſor us, and his Sit- 
ting at the Right Hand of Gon for us, the infinite 
Love of God in Chriſt, and not be carried in Af- 
fection back to Gop again, in Love, Joy, and 
true Affiance f It cannot be. Therefore, it is not 
a cold, naked Apprehenſion, but a ſpiritual Know- 
ledge, when the Soul is ſtirred up to a ſuitable Di 
polition, and Carriage, that makes Godlineſa. Now 


this Godlineſs is 


Tun Word ſignifies a hidden Thing; it comes 
from the Greet Word, Me, which means, to ſhut 
or ſtop the Mouth from divulging. The Heathen 
had their Myſteries among them in their Temples, 
which they muſt not diſcover; therefore there was 
an Image — the * with his Finger 2 
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is not only the naked Principles of Religion, but 


Kkewiſe the Chriſtian Affection; the inward Bent 
of the Soul, ſuitable to Divine Principles; a godly 


| Diſpoſition, carrying us to godly Truths. 


To prove that Godlineſs includes the Truths them- 
ſelves, I need go no further than the Connexion: In 
the laſt Words of the former Verſe, The Church is 
called the Pillar and Ground of Truth; and then it 
follows, /ithout Controverſy, great is the Myſtery 
(he doth not ſay of Truth, but) of 1 8 inſtead 
of Truth, he faith Gedlineſs. | 


Tuns ſame Word implics the Truths 8 
and the Diſpoſition of the Soul towards them; to 
ſhew that both muſt always go together. Whereſo- 
ever Chriſtian Truth is known, as it ſhould be, 
there is-a ſupernatural Light: Ir is not only a god- 
Iy Truth in itſelf, but it is embraced with godly 
Affections. Theſe -bleſſed Truths of the Goſpel 
require and breed a godly Diſpoſition; the End of 
them is Godlineſs; they frame the Soul to it. 


_ "Hence we may fetch a Rule of difcerning 

when we are godly, or what makes a true Chri- 
ſtian. When a Man nakedly believes the Grounds 
of Divine Truth, the Articles of the Faith, doth 
that make him a true Chriſtian? No; but when 
_ theſe Truths breed, and work Godlinefs: For, Re- 
ligion is a Truth according to Godlineſs, not accord- 
ing to Speculation only, and Notion. Whereſoever 
theſe fundamental Truths are embraced, there is 
_ Godlineſs with them. A Man cannot embrace Re- 
ligion in Truth, but he muſt be godly. A Man 
knows no more of Chriſs, and divine Things, than 
he values, eſteems and affects them, and brings the 
whole inward Man into a Frame, to be like them. 
If theſe Things work not Godlineſs, a Man 1 
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-but a human Knowledge of divine Things; if they 
carry not the Soul to truſt in Gop, to hope in 


GoD, to fear G © Þ, to love Him, and to obey 


Him; that Man is not a true Chriſtian. 

RELIG10VUs, Evangelical Truth, is Wiſdom ; 
and Wiſdom is a Knowledge of Things directing 
to Practice. A Man is a wile Man, when he knows 
fo as to practiſe what he knows. The Goſpel is a 
divine Wiſdom, teaching Practice as well as Know- 


| ledge. Therefore, he that is godly believeth aright, 


and practiſeth aright. - He that believes ill, can ne- 


ver live well; for he hath no Foundation: And he 
that lives ill, tho? he believe well, ſhall be damned. 


Therefore a Chriſtian hath. godly Principles out of 
the Goſpel, and a godly Carriage ſuitable to thoſe 
Principles. And indeed, there is a Foree in the 
Principles of Godlineſs (from GoD's Love in 


Chrift) to ſtir up to-Godlineſs. The Soul that ap- 


ehends Gop's Truth aright, cannot but be gac 

y. Can a Man know Gop's Love in Ghrift in- 
carnate, and Chri/f's Suffering ſor us, and his Sit- 
ting at the Right Hand of Gop for us, the infinite 
Love of God in Chri/t, and not be carried in At- 
fection back to Gop again, in Love, Joy, and 
true Affiance It cannot be. Therefore, it is not 
a cold, naked Apprehenſion, but a ſpiritual Know- 
ledge, when the Soul is ſtirred up to a ſuitable Di- 
poſition, and Carriage, that makes Godlineſs. Now 


this Godlineſs is 


Tus Word ſignifies a hidden Thing; it comes 
from the Grect Word, Me, which means, to ſhut 
or ſtop the Mouth from divulging. The Heathen 
had their Myſteries among them in their Temples, 
which they muſt not diſcover ; therefore there was 
ac lakes belies the bs ry with his F oO 
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fore his Mouth, ſhewing that they muſt be filent 
in the Diſcovery of hidden Myſteries : But the 
| | Goſpel is called a Myſtery, not ſo much that it is 
; ſecret, but that it was ſo, before it was revealed. 


In the ſecond Place, that is called a Myſtery in 
the Scripture, the Reaſons of which are hid. So 
the Calling of the Zows is called a Myſtery, tho 
the Thing be revealed; yet, that Gop ſhould- be 
fo wondrous merciful to them; that is the Myſte- 
Fy., When we cannot ſearch into the Depth of a 
Thing, tho' the Thing it ſelf be diſcovered, that 
BA 4 8 e 


Is the third Place, a Myftery in Scripture is ta- 
ken for a Truth hid under ſome outward Thing. 
Marriage is a M » becauſe it conveys the hid. 
den ſpiritual Marriage between Chr:i/# and his 
Church. The Sacraments are Myſteries ; becauſe 
-in the one, under Bread and Wine, there are con- 
veyed to us the Benefits of Chri#*s Body broken, 
and his Blood ſhed ; and in the other, under Wa- 
ter, a viſible outward Thing, there is ſignified an 


- Inn a Word, the whole Chriſtian Religion is no- 

- thing but a continued Myſtery, a Chaining toge- 
ther of Myſtery upon Myſtery. And the particu- 
lar Branches are called Myſteries; as the Union 

between Chri/t and the Church is ſo called. But 
the whole Goſpel is here meant; as Chri/t faith, 
Mark iv. The Myſteries of the Kingdom o Gop; 

tat is, the Deſcription of the Goſpel. For what 

zs the Goſpel? The Myſtery of Gop's Kingdom, 
of Chrift's Kingdom; a Myſtery, diſcovering how 
Chrift reigns in his Church; and a Myſtery of 

bringing us to that heavenly Kingdom, Gs 


1 ; 
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the whole evangelical Truth is a Myſtery, and that 
for theſe Reaſons : | | „„ 


_ FirsT, It is a Myſtery, becauſe it was hid from 
all Men, till Gop brought it out of his own Bo- 
ſom: Firſt, to Adam in Paradiſe, after the Fall, 
afterward to the Jews, and in Chr:/?'s Time, more 
fully to Fews and Gentiles. It was hid in the Breaſt 
of Gon; it was not a Thing framed by Angels 
or Men. After Man was fallen to that curſed State, 
this Deſign of Saving Man by Chriſt, came not in- 


to the Head of any Creature. The Thought of 


ſatisfying Juſtice by infinite Mercy; of ſendi 
Chriſt to die, that Juſtice might be no Loſer, coul 
ariſe in no other Breaſt but God's. Chriſt brought it 
out of the Boſom of his Father; No dan hath 
ſeen GoD at any Time; Chriſt the only begotten Som, 
in the Boſom of the Father, He diſcovers the Father, 
and his Meaning to Mankind. Who ever could 


have thought of ſuch a of Mercy unto fal- 


len Man, when Gos promiſed the bleſſed Seed. 
Gen. iii. if GoD Himſelf had not diſcovered it? 
Therefore, this reconciling of Juſtice and Mercy 
is a Myſtery of heavenly Wiſdom. 1 YOIR 


AGAIN : It is a Myſtery, becauſe when it was 


revealed, it was revealed but to few: It was re- 


vealed at firſt only to the Jews, it was wrapped in 
Ceremonies, and Types, and in general Promiſes, 
— was quite hid from moſt Part of the 


Ac ain': When Chriſt came, and it was diſco- 
vered to the Gentiles, yet it is a Myſtery even in 
the Church, to carnal 5-5 that hear the Goſpel, 
and do not underſtand it; that have the Vail over 
their Hearts: It is hid to them that periſb, though it. 
6 o thoſe that believe. 4 
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Int the fourth Place, it is a Myſtery, becauſe tho 
we ſee ſome Part of it, yet we ſee not the whole 
Goſpel; we ſee not all, nor wholly; Me ſee but in 
Part, and know but in Part: So it is a Myſtery, 
in Regard of the full Accompliſhment. . 


4 VIA, and in the next Place it is a Myſtery, in 
Regard of what we do not now, but ſhall hereaf- 
ter know. How do we know divine Truths now? 


In the Mirror of the Word, and Sacraments. ' We 


know not Chriſt by Sight; that Manner of Know- 


ledge is reſerved for Heaven. Here, we know only, 
us it were, in a Kind of Myſtery; we fee divine 
Things wrapped up in the Mirror of the Word, 


and the Myſterics of the Sacraments. Indeed, this 


comparatively to the Few:/o Church, is to ſee the 
Face Goy in Grit a clear Si t: but compa- 


xed to that we ſhall have, it is to fee ina Glaſs, or 


Mirror: If we look back, it is a clear Sight; if we 


look forward, it is a Sight as it were in a Myſtery: 
Even that little that we do know, we do, not know 
it, as we ſhall know it in Heaven. | 


Bur is the Doctrine of the Golpel itſelf only 2 
Myſtery ? No: All the Graces are Myſteries, every 


Tur is a Myſtery in Faith. Is it not a My 
tery, that the earthly Soul of Man ſhould be carried 
above itſelf, to believe ſupernatural Truths, and to 
depend upon that he ſees not? That a Man ſhould 
be as a Rock, to ſtand unmoveable in the Midſt of 
a Storm, is a Myſtery: That the Soul ſhould be 
turned univerſally another Way; that the Jud 
ment and Affections ſhould be turned backward; 
that he that was proud before, ſhould now be hum- 
ble; that he that was ambitious before, ſhould now 
leſpiſe the World; that he that was given _ 
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Luſts and Vanities before, ſhould now be ſerious, 
and heavenly minded; is a Myſtery indeed. 
| Ir was a Riddle to Nicodemus (as wife as he was) 


when our bleſſed Saviour ſpake to him of the New- 
Birth, that a Man ſhould be en changed, and 
d 


new- moulded; that a Man ſhould be the ſame 
and not the ſame; the ſame Man for Soul and 
Body, yet not the ſame, in Regard of a ſuper- 
natural Life put into him, carrying him another 
Way, leading him in another Manner, by other 
Rules, as much different from other Men, as a 
Man differs from a Beaſt. A ſtrange Myſtery, that 
raiſeth a Man above other Men, as much as an- 
other Man is above other Creatures. For a Man 
to be content with his Condition, in all Chan 
es and Varieties; to have a Mind immoveable 
when he is caſt and toſſed up and down in the 
World, is a Myſtery: Therefore 8. Paul ſaith, 
Philip. iv. 12, 7 have entered into Religion (as it 
were) I have conſecrated myſelf, (the Werd is won- 
drous ſignificant:) I have learned this ery to be 
content. I can want, and I can abound, I can do all 
through Chriſt that fkrengtheneth me: Therefore the 
Apoſtle in the Text, teaches that not only divine 
Truths are a Myſtery, Great is the Myftery of God- 
lineſs ; but he inſiſts on particular Graces; Preach- 
ed to the Gentiles, believed on in the World: Theſe 
are Myſteries. « £404 


In Chrift all is Myſtery ; two Natures, Gon 
and Man, in one Perſon; mortal and immortal; 
Greatneſs and Baſeneſs; Infiniteneſs and Finite- 
neſs, in one Perſon. | 4 kk 


Tux Church itſelf is a myſtical Thing: For un- 
der Baſeneſs, under the Scorn of the World, what 
is hid? A glorious People. What is the 2 
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A Company of Men that are in the World, with- 


out Glory, without Comelineſs and Beauty; yet 
notwithſtanding they have Life in the Root. Our 


Leu hid with Chriſt in Gop, Coleſ iii. 3. The 


Church hath a Life, but it is a hidden Life; a 
Life under Death. They ſeem to die to the World, 
but they are alive: This is excellently followed by 
S. Paul; As dying, and yet we live ; as poor, yet making 
many rich. 2. Cor. vi. 10. A ſtrange Kind of Peo- 
E poor and rich; living and dying; glorious and 

e; yet this is the State of the Church in this 
World: They are an excellent People, but they 
are vailed under Infirmities of their own, and the 
Diſgraces and Perſecutions of the World. So we 
ſee both the Doctrine itſelf, and the Graces of the 
Goſpel, and the Head of the Church, and the 
Church itſelf are Nothing but Myſteries. | 


Is it fo, that Religion is a Myſtery? Then firſt. 
of all, do not wonder that it is not known in the 
World; and that it is not only not known, but 
and hated. Alas! it Ua hidden Thing; 
en know not the Excellency of it. As great 
Mens Sons, in a foreign Country, find not Enter- 
tainment anſwerable to their Worth; ſo theſe Di- 
vine Truths find little Acceptance in the World, 
becauſe they are Myſteries; not only Myſteries in 
the Tenet, but in the Practice; therefore the Prac- 
tice finds ſuch Oppoſition in the World: Father, 
orgive them, ſaith our bleſſed Saviour, they know 
mot what they do; The World knows not what 
they do, when they perfecute Religion,. and reli- 
gious Perſons. The Church is a myſtical Thing, 
and Religion is a Myſtery ;. it is hid from them. 


Ac Alx, if it be a Myſtery, then it ſhould teach 


* to carry ourſelves ſuitabletoit. EventheHeathens 
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carried themſelves reverently 


* holy Buſineſs, or elſe we offer to Go /range 
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Let us carry ourſelves reverently toward the Truth 
of Gop; towards all Truths, though they be ne- 

ver ſo contrary to our Reaſon; though they are 

Myſteries altogether above Nature. There are ſome 

Seeds of the Law in Nature, but there are no Seeds 

of the Goſpel in Nature; therefore we ſhould eome 

to it with a great Deal of Reverence. S. Paul t 

eth us an excellent Leſſon, Rom. xi. 33. When he 

entred into a Depth that he could not fathom, doth 

he cavil at it? No: He cries, Oh, the Depth Oh, the 


Depth! So in all the Truths of Gop, when we can- 


not comprehend them, let us with Silence reverence 
them, and ſay. with him, Oh, the Depth! Divine 
La. « are Myſteries, the Sacraments are Myſte- 
ries; let us carry ourſelves towards them with Re- 


* VETENCE., 


THrose that come with common AﬀeRions, and 


common Carriage, to holy Things, prophane them. 


We prophane the Sacrament, if we take the Bread 
and Wine as a common Feaſt: As S. Paul ſaith; 


Lu diſcern not the Lord's Body, 1 Cor. xi. 29. We 
prophane Myſteries, when we diſcern not. Beaſts 


and beaſt- like Men diſcern not the Relation of 


Things; that theſe outward Elements have Refe- 


rence to Matters, to the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt: They do not diſcern them from common. 
Bread and Wine, though they be uſed to. raiſe up 
our Souls to the Bread of Life. So likewiſe, when 
we come to the Word of God, and lot not to our 
Feet, but come to the Church, as if we went to 
ſome common Place, without Prayer, without Pre- 
paration, this is to come prophanely. When we come 
to converſe with Gop, we muſt not come with 
common Affections; we muſt carry ourſelves holi- 


It is a Shame for us in religious Duties, not 
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.to labour to bring ſuitable Diſpoſitions. * is a 
Matter of that Conſequence, that Life and Death 
1 = N. 3 who: 8. ＋ ws 
1 Cr. xi. 30. Fer tits uery ame are and 
weak, and finer ford, ſome die: Why j For coming 
-with common "rg for —15 ſcerning the 
Son: s Body, for not examining ourſelves, for not 

2 anſwerable Diſpoſitions to the Greatneſs of 

yſteries we go about. 5 | 


4 Acai, are theſe T hings Arien, great My- 
Feries? Let us bleſs God, that hath revealed 
them; for the glorious Goſpel. Oh! how doth 8. 
Paul, in every Epiſtle, {tir up People to be thank- 
Ful for theſe Myſteries? What Cauſe have the Gen- 
<les, that were in the Shadow .of Death beforc, to 
de thankful to Gop? What Kind of Nation were 
NE in Zulius by Time? As barbarous as the 
The Canibals were as as we. 
ö Wo nk were = before; not only to be civilized 
dy the Goſpel, but to have the Means of Salvation 
diſcovered; what Cauſe have we to be enlarged to 
| Thankfulnefs? And ſhall we ſhew our Thankful- 
neſs, in provoking his Majeſty? There is nothing 
in the World that is a Ground of ſuch Thankful- 
= the glorious Goſpel; that brings ſuch glorious 
as it doth. Are there not Thouſands that 
Few in Darkneſs? The Ramiſb Church, is it not un- 
der the Myſtery of Iniquity? And that we ſhould 
have the glorious Myfteries of the Goſpel revealed 
to us; oh the Vail ſhould be taken off, and ww: 
ſhould /ce the Face of God in Chrift; what a Mat- 
1 eee eee 
it 


- Acaan, it is a Myſtery: Therefore it ſhould 

teach us likewiſe, not to think to ſearch in — 1 

merely by Strength of Wit, and Study of B 
and all human Helps that can 2 be: It muſt be un- 
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vailed by Gop Himſelf, by his Spirit. If we ſet 
upon this Myſtery only with Wits and Parts of 
our own, then what our Wits cannot pierce into, 
we ſhall judge not to be true; as if our Wits were 
the Meaſure of Divine Truth: With us, fo much 
235 we conceive, is true; and ſo much as we can- 
not concave, is not true. What a Pride is this in 
Worms of the Earth, that will make their own Ap- 
prehenſions, the Meaſure of Divine Truth? We 
muſt not ſtruggle with the Difficulties of Religion 
with our natural Parts. 7 131 


Ir is a Myſtery: Now therefore it muſt have a 
double Vail took off; a Vail from the Thing, and 
the Vail from our Eyes. It is a Myſtery, in Re- 
gard of the Things themſelves, and in Regard of 
us. It is not ſufficient, that the Things be light- 
ſome that are revealed by the Goſpel, but there 
muſt be that taken from our Hearts, that hinders 
our Sight. The Sun is a moſt glorious Creature, 
but what is that to a blind Man, that hath Scales 
on his Eyes? So Divine Truth is glorious, it is 
Light in itſelf, but there are Scales on the Eyes of 
the Soul; there is a Vail over the Heart, as S. Paul 
faith of the Fewsz therefore they could not ſee the 
Scope of "ry directing all to Grit. Naturally, 
there is a Vail over Mens Hearts, and that is the 
Reaſon, that though they have never ſo many Parts, 
and the Things be light in themſelves, yet they 
cannot ſee: Therefore, the Vail muſt be taken both” 
from theThings, and fromour Hearts, that Light be- 
— ſhed into lightſome Hearts, both may cloſe to- 

er. "A N . 


AGAIN, being a Myſtery, it cannot be raiſed 
out of the Principles of Nature; it cannot be raiſed 
from Reaſon. But perhaps ſome may aſk, „Hath 
Reaſons no Uſe in the Goſpel?” Yes; ſanctiſied 
Reaſon hath, to draw ſanctiſied Concluſions from 
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lite to 
are not — — it; even as the Light of the 


Fiehtful 
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ſanctiſied Principles: Thus far Reaſon is of Uſe in 


theſe M _ - ſhew, that th oy are not oppo- 
are above Reaſon, but they 


Sun is above the Light of the Candle, — it is not 
contrary to it. The ſame Thing may be both the 


Object of Faith, and of Reaſon. The Immortali- 
ty of the Soul i is a Matter of Faith; and it is well 


ink mba do rg And it is a de- 
hing to the Soul, in 'Thin ', that Reaſon 
can conceive of, to have a double Light; for the 


more — ght, the more Comfort. 


 Reason ſhould loop to Faith in Things * 
are altogether above its Reach; as to conceive Chriſ 
in the Womb of a Virgin, che Joining of two Na- 


tures in one, the T Of Perſons in one Divine 
Nature, and ſuch like: 


ere it is the greateſt Rea- 
ſon to ſubmit Reaſon to Faith; to yield to Gop, 
that hath revealed theſe Myſteries. Is not here the 

eateſt Reaſon in the World to believe Him that 


E Truth itſelf ? Therefore this is one Uſe of Rea- 


ſon in the Myſtery of Godlineſs, to ſtop the Mouths 
of of ard to ſhew that it is no unreaſonable 
Thing, to believe what Gon hath revealed. 


Ac Alx, Seeing it is a Myſtery, let no Man 
defwair. It is is not the Pregnancy of the Scholar 
here, that carries the Point; it is the Excellency 


of the Teacher. If Gop's Spirit be the Teacher, 


it is no Matter how dull the Scholar i is. Pride in 
great Parts, is a greater Hinderance, than Simpli- 
city in meaner Parts: Therefore Chriſt glorihes 
Gop, that He had revealed theſe T to the Sim- 


pie, and concealed them from the Proud. Let no 


deſpair; for the Statutes of Go p give Under ftand- 


ing to the Simple, Pal. xix. 7. OD is ſuch an 


Le wt Teacher, that where * finds no * 


/ d ico. £4@aÞjÞ@. ao... 


great” 
ſtand amazed at Baubles and Vanitics ; and think 


5 7 S7 AS 8 S7 S 


He can cauſe it. © He hath a Privil 


Teachers; He doth not SETS 2 


He goes Cad to apprehend it. 

1 i Myſtery: Mhergfore take Heed or 
ing Divine Truths. = pots ſhallow Hea Loft 
the World make tters of Trifles, od 


it a Grace to flight Divine Thi his great 
Myſtery of Godlines defpiler That Which 


the Angels themſelves amaz'd at, and are Stu- 
- dents in, that the Wits of the World fl 


withal, as if it were a Matter not 


ſpiſe, or dally 


worth reckoning. - But 1 leave ſuch to 4 


10. or to Gop's juſt Judgment, that hath — 
Le wh to ſuch Extremity of Madneſs and Folly. 


* 5 . 


We” us now G Mas wwe ſhall 6 
he 


enn „„ 


1. We Lag iefire God to open our Eyes; that 
us the Li ight hats thined, fo we ma diſcern it. 
Thou the My be now rev by Preach- 
ing, ah er Helps ; yet to ſee this My- 
ſtery, and make a right Uſe of it, there is requir- 
ed a ſpiritual Light, to join with this outward Light, 
And hence comes a Neceſiity of depending upon 
Gop's Spirit. There muſt be an Uſing of all 


Helps and Means, or elſe we tempt God. We 


muſt read and hear, and above all, we muſt pray. 


This was Dawd's Manner; as you ſee, al cxix. 


18. Open mine Eyes, O Lok, that ; fee 
Wonders in thy Loo + As if be had faid; There 
are Wonders in thy Law, but my Eyes muſt be 


open'd to ſee him. He had Sight before, but he 


Vol. X. L. deſires 
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ht and de- 


e a high Price on 3 by 


r 
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deſires ſtill àa further and clearer. Sight. As the 
Man in the Goſpel, when he was aſked, 
| t would/t thou have? cry'd after Chri/t, Lorp, 
that my Eyes might be open d: So ſhould every one 
of us (conſidering it is ſuch a nn 
cry after Go p, and Chrift; Lon , that my Eyes 
' might be opened, that I may fee the I onders in thy 
Law; that I may ſee the Wonders in thy Goſ 
the unſearchalle Riches of Chriſt. - 


| - Now the Spirit doth not only teach the Truths 
J of the Goſpel, but the Application of thoſe Truths, 
temat they are ours; this I ruth of the Goſpel is mine, 
4 the Sacrament Seals it to we. The Preaching of 
the Word takes away the Vail from the Things, 

and the Spirit takes away the Vail from our Souls. 

It is the e of the Spirit, to take the Vail off 

the Heart, and to lighten our Underſtandings, and 

likewiſe to be a Spirit of Application to us in par- 

ticular. Therefore, faith the Apoſtle, He. hath 

Niven us the Sperit, to knew the Things that are given 

4 1. of Gop, in particular. So the Spirit doth not 
= - only bring a blefſed Light to the Scriptures, and 
q | fhew us the Meaning in general; but it is a Spirit 
of Application, to being hocad thoſe gracious Pro- 

miſes to every one in particular; to tell us the 

Things that are given xs of Gon; not only the 

Things that are given to the Church, but to us in 
particular: For the Spirit of Gop will tell us what 

is in the Breaſt of Gon, his ſecret Good-will. to 

the Church. He loves the Church, and He loves 

ther, ſaith the Spirit. Therefore He is called an 

 #arneft, and a Seal in our Hearts, becauſe He diſ- 

covers not only the Truth at large; but he diſco- 

vers the Truth of Gop's Affection, in all the Pri- 

vileges of the Goſpel, that they belong to us. What 

A bleſſed Diſcovery is this; that not only _—_ 


* 
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225 Affections, that ſtir up Paſſion ; ; for they 
will make the Soul that it cannot ſee Myſteries 


ut 1s 1 up to — transforms the Truth to 
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Divine Truths to us; but reveals them ſo to us, 
that we have our Share and Intereſt in them? _ 


6+ "Avia v, 17 we would underſland theſe M yite- 

ries, let us labour for humble Spirits; for the Spirit 
works that Diſpoſition in the firſt Place: The Hun- 
We, GoD will teach, Pſal. xxv. g. The Humble, 
that will depend upon his Teaching. We muſt be 
content to become Fools, that we may be tui ſe. We 
muſt deny our own: Underſtandings, and be con- 
tent to have no more Underſtanding in Divine 
Things, than we can carry out of Gop's Book; 
than we can be taught by Gop's Word and Ordi- 


nances. This Humility we muſt bring, if we will 


underſtand this Wenne 


4 


3. Wa mult bring OY a ſerious Deſire 0 
1 with a Purpoſe to be moulded to what we 
know, to be deliver d to the Obedience of what 
we know; for; then 'GoDp will diſcover. it to us. 


Wiſdom is eaſy 51 him that will underſtand. Toge- 


Defire to be taught, and we 
ſhall find. Divine Wiſdom eaſy. None ever mit- 
in the Church, but thoſe that have falſe 


carry in f 
Hearts; that have not humble and ſincere Hearts, 


willing to be taught. If they have that, then 
Gop, that hath given this Reſolution, that th 


will uſe the Means, and will be taught, will FA | 


it with Teachers. Go p uſually ſuits Men with 
TRIOEy their Diſpoſitions. 


4 Tax R Heed of Paſſion and pre ejudice; of 


that are plain in themſelves. As we are ſtron — in 
any Paſſion, ſo we judge; and the Heart, 


its 


ther then with Prayer and Humility, let us but : 
bring a Purpoſ; 9% | 


. 
— 
2 
* 
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iss on ſelf. When the Taſte is vitiated, it taſtes 


Things not as they are in themſelves, but as it- 


felf is; even ſo the corrupt Heart transforms this 
facred Myſtery to its own ſelf, and oftentimes 
forceth Scripture to defend its own Sin. When the 
Heart is deeply engaged in any Paſſion or Aﬀec- 
tion, it will believe what it lifts z it will force it-. 
ſelf to believe what it loves. Let us labour there- 
fore to come with purged Hearts to receive theſe 
Myſteries : They will lodge only in clean Hearts. 


Let us labour to ſee Gop and n with a clear 


x free from Paſſion, Covetouſnefs and Vain- 


Tavs much concerning Godlineſs, as it is p 
Myſtery: The next Thing obſervable is, That it 


, 


1. Hane I might be endleſs: For it is not only 


ſeats as a * chat is, as there is much 

t eoncealed; but it is a great and excellent My- 
ſtery, if we rd whence it came; that is, from 
the Boſom of Gon, from the Wiſdom of Gov. 
If we all that had any Hand in it; as Gop 


the FATHER, Son, and Hol Y GnosrT; the An- 


els, attending upon the Church; the Apoſtles, the 
en- men; 2 and Miniſters, db Fabi 
ers of it; it is a great Myſtery. 


2. Ir we regat the End of itz which s 
bring her Gop nz that was 
len, to bring him back again to Gop; to bying 

bim from the Depth of Miſery, to the Heighth 
all Happineſs; it is a great Myſtery in this Reſpect. 


t Myſtery, on Account 


3 AAN, it is a 


of the manifold Wiſdom that 0p diſcover in 


* 1 —y em pP_—_— WW COPS TE OY wn =P. 
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the Publiſhing of it; which was by certain Degrees: 
Firſt, in Types; afterwards: He came, to Truths: 
Firſt, in Promiſes; and then, Performances: Firſt, 
the Fews were the Church of Gop; and then came 
in the Gentiles. Thus the Manner of conveying it 
from Time to Time, from the Beginning of the 
World, diſplay'd manifold and deep Wiſdom; it 
was a great Myſtery. | e 


— 
* 


I. Ao Alx, it. is a great Mybein, for theWork 
thereof; which is, it transforms thoſe that know 
it into the Likeneſs of Chri/t; it gives ſpiritual Sight 
to the Blind, Ears to the Deaf, and ſpiritual Life 
to the Dead. Whatſoever Chrift did, in the Days 
of his Fleſh, to the outward Man, that He doth 
by his Spirit to the inward Man. Even by the 
Fublcaggs of this Myſtery, Wonders are wrought 
gee HF £ <2 ii 48 uIÞ: fa 


- 5. Ir is a great Myſtery, if compared to all. 
other M F was a great Myſtery ; 
for all Things to be made out of Nothing; Order, 
out of Confuſion; for Gop to make Man a glori- 
ous Creature of the Duſt of the Earth: But what 
is this in Compariſon of Gop's being made Man? 
It was a great and wondrous Thing, for 1/rael to 
be delivered out of Egypt and. Babylon ; but what. 
are thoſe, to the Deliverance out of Hell and Dam- 
nation, by. the Goſpel ? What are the Myſteries of 
Nature, the Miracles of Nature,. ſuch as the Load- 
ſtone, to theſe ſupernatural Myſteries ? There are 
Myſteries in the Providence of God, in governing 
the World; Myſteries of Satan, Myſteries of Ini- 
quity : But what are all Myſteries, either of Na- 
ture, or Hell, to this Great Myftery of  Godiineſs ;. 
which the Apoſtle obſerves to be a great Myſtery 


Without Controverſy, © 
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. * der the broad Seal of publick Confel 
ſion (as the Word in the Ori inal, 
ſigniſies): It is a confeſſed Truth, chat the ye. 

r As if th poi hd aid 
IT need not OI greater z it is 
without A great Myſtery. But here fer 
that you he Apes Mane right : For it 
is certain that carnal Minds and profane Wits of 


_ the Age do controvert this great M St. Paul 
therefore means that it is without troverly, up 
on theſe two Accounts: 


1. Thar in itſelf iris not to be doubted of. It 
i & great grounded Truth 2s dear a9 if the Goſpel 
were written with a Sun-beam. There is _— 


EP) 


ey are clear in themſelves, fo they 

——. all Gop's People. All that are 
the Children of the Church, that have their Eyes 
open, without all Doubt and Controverſy, em- 
brace it. Things are not ſo clear in the Goſpel, 
that all that are ſinful and rebellious, may ſee 
whether they will or no; but to thoſe that are diſ- 
Dy. 


* 


Ser mfr in the Fleſh. 


Tun "andthe oiticr Branches het Fellow, ane 
3 . the Myitery 22 2 


. 


* 


what remains? Thetelote-n whe whole Sc 
let us ſee that we have an Eye mon . 


_ the Seriptures 88 — 


of all, the Enri. 
ces, in Chr. In Chrift, there is Abundance of 
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lines is nothing but Crit, and that which Ci 


did : So that from the we may obſerve this, 


that Chri/t is the Scepe of the Scripture. Chrift is 
the Pearl of that Ring ; ngs Cort is he mtr where 
in all thoſe Lines, end. Take away Chrift, and 


Nothing but Chriſt. The 5 


Chit Lange & the Fg, in the Ori | 
els, to the beheved 
5 4% Wes — up . is but 


Cri. 
| Tus Reafon why the Jun 


there. Take away Chri/t, and 


without Him. Therefore, when we read them, 
let us think of ſomewhat that > Way or other) 16 
W e Bog 


. 
| Bo r to proceed ; the Apoſtle begins with this, 


Gon mani e in the Fleſb Ah} xt logo anne ng 
the ſecond in nts was mani- 


_ feſt in the Fleſh ; that is, in —— 80 
Gop the Son put on the Human Nature; and not 


uM but with it alfo our Infirmities, Weakneſs 
an Miſeries; and which is- more, He took our 
leſh,' when it was tainted with Treaſon ; our 
Nature, after it was fallen. . 


Now in that Gop, e done Nerd or 
in our Nature; in our weak, tainted, and difera 
ced Nature, after che Fall; Le da e 
of our Nature with all Gra- 


Riches; our Nature, in eas highly enriched. 
HENCE 


RRR 
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_ "© Hance comes again, the Ennobling of our Na. 


ture. In that Gon d in our Nature, it is 
much ennobled. When our Nature is * 
into a higher Stock, a mean Graff into ſo 5 0 


a Stock as Chri, it is a high Dignity. That our 


Fleſh is now married to the ſecond Perſon, it is a 
wondrous Advancement of. our Nature, even above 
the Angelical : He took not the Nature of Angels. 
It was & N Exaltation to our Nature, that Gop 
ſhould take it into the Unity of his Perſon. 


Ix the third Place, the Enabling of our Nature 
to the Work of Salvation, that was wrought in it, 
came from hence; Gop was in the Fleſh. From 
whence was the Human Nature enabled to ſuffer ? 
Whence was it upheld in ſuffering, that it did not 
| fink under the Wrath of Gop? Gop was in the 

; God upheld our Nature: So that the Riches, 
ignitys and TTY of our Natute to be ſaving, 
and meritorious, all came from this, that Gon 
was in our Nature. 5 a 1 


Hexen it comes likewiſe, that whatſoever Chri/ 
did in our Nature, Gop did it; for Gop appear- 


ed in our Nature: He took not upon Him the Per- 
ſon of any Man, but the Nature : And therefore, 


our Fleſh and the ſecond Perſon being but one Per- 
ſon, all that was done, was done by the Perſon 
that was Gon (tho not as Goo). 


 Hexcs comes alſo the Union between Crit 
and us. We are Sons of Gop, becauſe He was 


the Son of Man ; Gop in our Fleſh. There are three 
Unions: 1. The Union of Natures, Gop became 
Aan; 2. The Union of Grace, Ve are one with 


_ Chriſt; and, 3. The Union of Glory. The firſt, 
is for the ſecond, and the ſecond, for the third: 
| Gop became Man, that Man might be one with 


Gov ; 
. 


W 


1 , 1 8 
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| Gon; Gop was manifeft in the Fleſh, that we 
might be united to Him; and being brought again 
0 868 the Father, we might come to a glorious 
Union. Hence likewiſe comes the of 


what Chrift did. That the Dying of one Man 
ſhould be ſufficient for the whote World, it was, 


becauſe Gop was in the Fleſh. 


WII, then may the Apoſtle call this, Gon 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, a Myſtery, and place it in the 
firſt Rank. For Gop to be included in the Womb 
of a Virgin; for Happineſs itſelf to become a Curſe x 

for Him that hath the Riches of all in Him, to be- 
come poor for our Sakes; for Him that ever en- 
joyed his Father's Preſence, to want the Beams of 
it for a Time, that He might fatisfy his Father's 
Juſtice, and undergo his Wrath for our Sins; here 
1s Matter of Wonder indes. 


Tuts teacheth us what to do, when we find any 
Trouble ariſe in our Conſciences for Sins and Un- 
worthineſs: We ſhould: then caſt ourſelves upon 
Gop, that became Fleſh for us, and died for us 
let us ſtay ourſelves there. I am unworthy, a Lump 
of Sin, there is nothing in me that is Good! Oh! 
but I have all in Chri/?, He hath Abundance for 
me, his Fullneſs is for me! 73+ Fullneſs of the God- 
bead dwells in Him bodily. Therefore, in all Doubts 
in Regard of Sin and Unworthineſs, let us labout 
for Faith z Faith is a Grace, that carries us 


out of ourſelves, and plants and fixes us in Chris:) 
Let us conſider ourſelves as in Him, 5 
whatſoever is in Him, as being for un. 
AGAIN, oppoſe Chrift to the Wrath of God, and 
the Temptations of Satan, for all will fall before 
this Gop manife/t in the Fleſh: He is Gop, there- 
fore He can ſubdue all; He is Man and ge | 
f | & 
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to Gop? From this; Gop hath taken our Nature 
upon Him; therefore our Nature is become lovely 
to Him, and his is ſweet and fatherly to uus. 


. Lr not Satan, therefore, abuſe our magi 


5 „„ - 
* 


He will love us. 7 #now zom I have believed - 


Him that is merciful, becauſe He is Man, and hath 


taken my Nature; and Him that can ſubdue all 
Enemies, becauſe He is Gop, Gop in the Fleſh 
A fit Foundation for Faith to rely upon. Let us 
have Recourſe to this therefore, in all T ions 
whatſoever. We cannot glorify Gon and Chrift 


more, than to go out of ar eggs fix Y 


Comfort here. 


By this Incarnation of Chrift, we have Commu- 


nion with the Father, Son, and _ Ghoſt ; this 


brings us into Fellowſhip with the bleſſed Trinity; 


and it teacheth us what Thoughts we ſhould have 
of Gop; even to have loving Thoughts of Him. 
- Whence is it, that we can call Gop, Father ? 


From this, Gop tas manife/t in the Fleſh. Hence 


I can call Gop, Father; can boldly go to Him, 


and conceive of Him as gracious and lovely. And 
hence is it, that our Perſons are become lovely 


tions, if we have a Mind to turn to God: or, 
indeed, there is no Comfort to them that go on in 


their Sins; they treaſure up Wrath againſt: the Day 
of Wrath ; they are in Danger of Damnation eve- 
ry Minute of their Lives; there is but a Step be- 


tween them and Hell. But for ſuch as intend to 
turn to Gop, Gop meets them half Way, We 


ſee the Prodigal did but entertain a Purpoſe to 


come to his Father, and his Father meets him. 


Go in our Fleſh hath made Gop peaceable to vs. 


If. we go to Chrift, and lay hold on Him for the 


Forgive neſs of our Sins, Gop in Him is become 2 


loving, gracious Father to us. On 


. * TTY 3 * * 1 R 0” oY 
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| Face. 
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On! What Boldneſs have we now to go to 
Gor in our Fleſh! To think of Gop abſolutely, 
He is a conſuming Fire, every Way terrible: But 
to think of Gop in our Nature, we may ſecurely 
go to Him; He is Bone of our Bone, and Fleſh of 
our Fleſh, We may ſecurely go to Gop, our Bro- 
ther, to Him that is of one Nature with us, and 


no having our Nature in Heaven. Think of Gop 


born of a Virgin, of Gop lying in the Cradle, 
ſucking the Breaſt; think of Gop going up and 
down teaching, and doing all Good; think of Gop 
ſweating for thee, hanging on the Croſs, ſheddi3z 
his Blood, lying in the Grave, raiſing Himſelf a- 
gain, and now in Heaven, ſitting at the Right 
Hand of Gop, our Interceſſor; conceive of Gop 


in this Fleſh of ours, lovely to us; and now our 


Nature muſt needs be lovely to Him. The Nature 
of Gon muſt needs » og to us, Lots he hath 
joined our poor beggarly to the Unity of the 
fond Perſon. - Let us think of Gon 5 in 
the Fleſh. To think of Gop alone, it ſwallows 
up our Thoughts; but to think of Gop in Chi, 
it is a comfortable Conſideration. None can ever 
fee Gor, and live; that is, Gon nakedly, or ab- 

folutely. Oh ! but Gop 9 in our Fleſh, we 
may ſee; and it ſhall be our Happineſs in Heaven, 
to be Him there; to ſee Gop in eur Fleſh Face to 


WI cannot too often meditate of theſe Things; 
it is the Life and Soul of a Chriſtian; it is. the 
Marrow of the Goſpel ; it is the Wonder of Won- 


ders; we need not wonder at any Thing, after this. 


It is no Wonder, that our Bodies ſhould riſe again; 


| that mortal Man ſhould become immortal in Hea- 


ven; ſince the immortal Gon hath taken Man's 
Nature, and died in it. All the Articles of our 
Faith, and all Miracles, yield to this grand 79 
. To | 0D 


The Myſtery of Gedlineſs reveal d. 131 7 


 Clouded with our Fleſh and Infirmities; He was 
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A 


Gor manifeſt in the Flaſb. Believe this, and be. 


lieve all 
 Felſtified in the Spirit. 


| Theſe Words are added, to anſwer an Objection 
Hiatena riſe from the former. HewasGop manif:f 
in the Fla; He vailed Himſelf, He could not have 
ſuffered elſe. When He took upon Him to be 
the Mediator, He muſt do it in abaſed Fleſh. If 
Chriſt (being Go p) had not abaſed Himſelf, He 
could never have been put to Death; Satan, and 
e Inſtruments, would never have meddled with 
Him: But Goo, being vailed in the Fleſh, being 


taken, and by wicked Hands crucified and lain, 
He appeared to be nothing but a poor, debaſed, de- 
| jected Man, and as ſuch was perſecuted, 

and ſlain in the World. He was 10 be 
Sinner: But it was no Matter what He appeared, 
when He was vailed with our Fleſh; He was Jai 
fied in the Spirit. 


; To be, juſtified here, 8 two Things. 1. A 
— falſe Imputations; and, 2. A De- 
claring im to be, what He was. When a Man 
is r that which is laid to his Charge, he 
is juſtified; or he is declared to be that he is. Vi 
22 is juſtified of her Children; that is, cleared from 
the Imputations that are laid upon Religion, and 
declared to be an excellent Thing, .of all her Chil- 
dren. So Chrift was juſtified : He was cleared, not 
to be as took Him; and — Himſelf to 
be the Son of Gop, the true Alia and * 
of the World. 


8. E tua. ruftified | in the Spirit; that is, in 
head: The Godhead ſhewed itſelf in his Life 


and — — in his Reſurrection and in his Aſcen- 
fon. Though He was Gop — * _ 
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remained Gop. ſtill,; and was juſtified to be ſo in 
the Spirit, in his Divine Power. Go hath the 


Name of the Spirit, from his Purity, Power and 


Vigour. So Go is a Spirit; that is, pure, op- 
polite do grog Things, Earth and Fleſh; and Gon 


is powerful and "4m. 0 The Horſes of the Egyp+ 


tians are Fleſb, and not Spirit; that is, they are 


weak; a Spirit is ſtrong, So much Spirit as we 
— ſo much Strength. So, by the Purity and 
of the Divine Nature, Chr:i/t diſcovered 
15 elf to be true Gon, as well as true Man: 
And this was in the Time of, his Abaſement. In 
the greateſt Extremity of his Abaſement, there was 
Somewhat that came from Chriſt, to juſtify Him, 
that He was the Son of Go p, the true Maſſias. 
There is no Part of his Abaſement, but ſome * 


nee did break forth in it. 


: 


CaRtsH Was made Fleſh; but He took u upon 
Him the Fleſh of a. Virgin: Could that be —— 
wiſe than by the Spirit, to be born of a Virging 
ſhe remaining a Virgin? When He was born, He 
was laid in a Manger. Indeed, there was Gon 
in the low Eſtate of the Fleſh: Vea, but the Viſe- 
men worſhipped Him, and the Star directed them; 
there He was juſtified in the Spirit. He was toſſed 
when He was aſleep in the Ship, but He command- 
ed the Winds and the Waves. He wanted Mo 
to pay Tribute, as He was abaſed; but to fetch t 
out of a Fiſh, there He was juſtified: The one 
was an Argument of his — and Meanneſs; 
but the other was an Argument, that He was ano- 
ther Manner of Perſon than the World took Him 
for; that He had all the Creatures at his Command. 
He was apprehended as a Malefactor; but He ſtruck 


them wo: nen ra. bis W oe you 1. 
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x x us come to the greateſt Abaſement: When 
He wus on the Croſs, He hung 
Mn but He converted one of them. When the 
ief had ſo much — ay.» 

viour hang on the Croſs; yet-He ſhewed ſuch Pow- 
er in that Abaſement, — the very Thief could 
ſee Him to be a King, and was cenverted by. his 
Spirit. He hung upon the Croſs; but at the ſame 
Time there was ſuch an Eclipſe, that the whole 
World was darken'd, the Eartir trembled, the Rocks 
brake, the r Nan * ne e 


. at the loweſt! 
wikn He ftru led- with t 
was beſet with He triumphed. 


— 992 of al, 
Wrath of Gop, and 
When He 


was viſibly overcome, He then inviſibly overcame. 


e was an inviſible Conqueror, when He was vi- 
fibly ſubdued. Did He not on the Croſs ſatisfy the 
Wan of Gon, and by enduring the Wrath of 
Gop, free us from it, and from Setan, Gop's 
Goaler, and reconcile us by his Blood? The chief 
Works of all, were wrought in his chief Abaſe - 
ment. At length He died, and was buried: But 
He that died, roſe again gloriouſly ; therefore He 
toas mightily declared io be the Son of Gop, by raiſ- 
ing Himſelf from the Dead. That was the greateſt 
Abaſement, when He lay in the Grave; and eſpe- 
cially then He was 7u/tified'by his Reſurrection from 
—— and his Aſcenſion into Glory. So, if 
e go from Chri/f's Birth, to his loweſt Degree of 
— — there was al way hs Manifeſtation of 


his Juſtification by the Spirit. 


Now Chri was jutified in a double Regard: 1 I 
In regard . 
from cur Sins that He took upon Him: He bore 
_ our Sins ayer thy Trey and | bote hem aha, th 


between two Thieves; 
ment, to ſee his Sa- 
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they ſhould never appear again to our Diſcomfort. 
He was made a Cur/e for us. But how came C 
to be cleared of our; Sins that lay upon Him? A8 
the Spirit, by his Divine — He raiſed 
elf from the Dead; ſo, He was juſtified from 
— which Go laid upon Him. He was our 
Surety : Now the Spirit raiſing Him from the Dead, | 
ſhewed that the Debt was fully diſcharged, becauſe 
our Surety was out of Priſon. All Things are firſt 
in Chriſt, and then in us: He was: 3 ey 
HEY n 127% ih and then . 6001 | 
uſtif 1 iin 71 Ty. 2 

2. Hz wa ied hy, the Ba HEY fo 

putations of R Jo "ER the Mii-conceits that the 
World had of Him: They thought Him to be a 
mere Man, or a ſinful Man: Nut ſo ; He was 
more than a mere Man; nay, be was more than 
4 holy Man; He was Gop-man. Whence —— 
bis Miracles? Were they not from his 
Power He overcame the De. Ii in his — 
tions. Who can oyeteome the eyil, hut He that 
is the San of Gon He caſt out the Devils, and 
diſpoſſeſt them with his Wotd. All the Enemies 
of Chriſt that ever were, at length He conquered, 
and ſo declured Himſelf mightily, to be the — of 
Gop. He healed the outward Man and the in- 
ward Man, by his Divine Power ;. He: exuiey. the he 
ſpiritual as well as the bodily Eyes, to ſee; th 

to live, and the Lame to go. Whatſoever dd did 
in the Body, He did in the Soul likewiſe. In thoſe 
excellent Miracles He was juſtified, and declared to. 
be the Son of Gop, eſpecially in his Reſurrection, 
and Aſcenſion, and daily converting of Souls by his 
Miniſtry; all being done by bis Spirit, which is his 
Vicar. in the World, ruling his Church, and ſub- 
duing his Enemies; ſo that He was every Way 
e in the Spirit to be Gon, to be the me 


1 | propholied of 7 promiſed to 
Ch . fl 


— 


Church. Therefore He was juſt 
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ified in his Truth, 
that all the Promiſes were true of Him; and in his 
Faithfulneſs, that He was faithful in erforming 


the - Promiſes He made; He was juſtified in his 
Goodneſs, and Mercy,” and all _ * 
Re. ae "nn {ot » gab in the Spirit» 1 *. naw e 


2 | Seen of Angels. 
— Iv-i0-true; but Rte fad ich 
— and Wonder. It implies the Conſe- 
quence of Sight: Sight ſtirs up Affection, it ſtirs 
n Soul; therefore/it is put for all he 
0 ann , n | TT > 7 A GS £5 Þ 


| iT wbv a n ee Wess W aol it not 
a \ Wonder, that Gon ſhould ſtoop ſo low, as to 
de ſhut up in a Virgin's Womb? That Chrift ſhould 
humble Himſelf ſo low, as to be God in our Fliſb? 
. r 
ey to Mankind, to wretched Man, * wot 

Þ the glare Agel) ar were allen? nd ex- 
: ceeding Wifdom in Gop, in fatisfyin his Juſtice, 
that He might ſhew Mercy? It was of Ad- 
miration to the Angels, to ſee the great Gop ſtoop 
fo low, to be clqathed in fuch/ a poor Nature as 
Mang. This doubtles is the Meaning A WT, 


Ghoſts: pom ra par rrp 


| Chrif was their Head, ral GI 
they were Creatures to attend 
fo wondred at Him, as 
72 — in all the P 2 
his Humiliation, and Exaltation; in his n 
l in is Reuter and Aſcenin. * 


Aer 6 Hins 5 As they: ih Witmeſſes of 


Him to Men; n 923 


„ WwF” WER. WEIL. 


Witneſs of Him, from: the high 


fuch manifold Wiſdom, that the very Angels 'them- | 
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t it is a full Word, in the Intention of the Holy: 
oft.” Indeed, not only the Angels, but all 

— 
_ all nein e men, 


"Ir his Ba tiſin, —— the Trinity; the Fa- 
ther, in e om Heaven; the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the Shape ves He bad de Witze of An- 
gels, of Men 'of all Rariks, Jaun and Gentiles, Men 
and Women; yea, the Devils themſelves oftentimes 


confeſſed Him in the Goſpel: He was witneſſed of 


all Ranks; they ſaw- Him, and gave Evidence of 
Him, that He was the n r N 


of Angels. 
8 


An, hey did ner eady 40 b | 
they wondred at the Love, and — and Wiſ⸗ 


dom of Gon, in the Head and Members of the 


Church; as we ſee in divers Places; ſo, 1 Pet. i. 
12: Werpreach the Goſpel, which Things the Angels 
defire tu look into: The very n 
look with Admiration into the wondrous Things 
of the Goſpel. 80 in Epbeſe iii. 10. Te tb [tent 
that unto Principalities and Powers in heavenly Pla. 
ces, might be made known by the Church the manifold 
Wiſdom of Go. There is ſomemhat done by 
Chriſt, by his Incarnation, Reſurrection and Go 
vernment of his Church, that the very Ang look 
into with Wonder. They wonder at his Wiſdom 
in reſtoring Mankind; and there is ſuch a World 
of Wonders in the Government of- the Church, 


ſelves e dh monomers"! 4 
— 27 Siva, 


_ 


Angels, ſo is the Church of Chi. As the | 
1 — — 
3 
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2 jrth ts miner for them 21 2 
Hein ion? Hieb. i. 14. And they will not 
only be our Attendants for a While, and then leave 
us, but will continue to be ſo forever. For, 
ſo long as the Church hath any Relation to Chri/!, 
fo. long the * .— ſhall reſpect the Church: 
the Church hath Relation to Chrift forever; there- 
3 n 
ta. 0 8 

. ſhould — en * a double 
Office; ſuperior Office, and an inferior; jand as 
the ſuperior Office is to attend upon Gop, to ſerve 
Gop and Cbriſt, to miniſter to our Head; ſo the 
inferior is to attend his Church, and to conflict with 

the evil Angels that are about us continually. It is 
| for us 'to know our Prerogatives, our Privi- 
and our Strength; not to make us proud, 
but to ſtir us up to Thankfulneſe, and to a holy 
Carriage anſwerable. It is a Point not much thought 
on by the beſt of us all; we forget it and betray 
_ own ot rene Satan abuſeth us, to make us 
get the Di „ and Strength that we have: 
And — —— Gop, and wrong our- 
ſelves; and we likewiſe wrong the holy * 
Want of a dee Conſideration of e 
nen ion 

i den, tet us think of this-fo;/ — 
| adiSUGobic.” It is neceſlary oftentimes to think 
what a Degree Gon hath-zaiſed us to, in Jen 
Chriſt; that we have this glorious Attendance about 
us, Wherever we are. A Chriſtian is a more ex- 
_ cellent Creature than he thinks of; he is continually 
attended by Angels. Indeed we do not ſee them, 
as in former Time, before Chi Incarnation 3 be- 
cauſe now, ſince Chriſt is come, the Government 
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thoſe glorious Maniſeſtations; but tltey are about 
us in an inviſible Manner. We have Aas Guard 
about us now continually, tho* we ſee them not: 
Chrif's Angels, are our Angels; they are Angels 
even of Children; of little Ones. Nay, let a Man 
be never ſo poor, even as Lazarus, he ſhall have 
the Attendance of Angels, in Life and: Death. 
This ſhould comfort us when all the World beſides 
forſakes us, and fet, themſelves in Array againſt 
us, that we have, as it were, the Life - Guards of 
Heaven appointed of Gon to attend us, and that 
more are they that are for us, than they that are a- 
gainſt us. It ſhould likewiſe move us to a reverent 
Carriage at all 'Times and in all Places; and more- 
over beget in us a thankful Heart, that Gop hath 
vouchſafed ſo to honour - ſuch vile unworthy | 
Preached to the Gentiles. 


| CHRIST our bleſſed Saviour, being the King 
of his Church, it was not ſufficient that He was 
manife/t in the Fleſh, and juſtified in the Spirit; that 
is, declared by his Divine Power, to be Gop; 
but He muſt have his Nobles to acknowledge this 
too. Kings in their Inaugurations, hot only make 
good their own Title, but they would have others 


| acknow it; therefore it is ſaid Chrift was ſeen 
of Angels, thoſe noble and glorious, Creatures. 


Bur not only the greateſt of the Kingdom, but 


likewiſe the meaner Subjects muſt know their King; 
there muſt. be a Proclamation to them, to know 
who is to rule over them. Therefore, Cbriſt being 
a general King, there muſt be à general Publicati 
on of Him all the World over; He muſt be Wan 
te rh Gentle, ine ROT oo 
Def ben RE ene Min n Sar ram 
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vel | 5 | 


| 146 The FOUNTAIN Open'd: Or, - 


To unfold the Point a little, I will ſhew; 1. 
Wat it is to preach. 2. What it is to preach 
Chri/t. = IR e 
41 ny 


4 jo 0-0pen the Miytery of Chrif; 
tſoever is in Chrift; to break open the 
Box: 0 that the Savour may be perceived of all; in 
2 Word, to open Chriſis Natures, and Perſon, 
What it is. To open Offices of Chr; 5 ful 
_ _ He was a Prophet to teach, wherefore He came 
into the World: Then He was a Prieſt, offeri 
the Sacrifice of Himſelf; and then aſter He had 
offer'd his Sacrifice, He was a King; He was more 
ublickly, and more gloriouſly known to be a 
2 to rule: Aſter He had gained a People, by 
his Prieſthood and Offering, "hen He was to be 
a King to govern them. 


2. Topreach Ghrit; is to la Thing 
And not only that, but likew 1 — wher 
He executed his Office. Fir, the State of Humi- 
liation : Chri/t- was firſt abaſed, and then glorified. 
The Fleſh He took upon Him, was fanQi- 
fied, and then abaſed; and then He made it glo- 
rious Fleſh. He could not work our Salvation, 
but in a State of Abaſement; r N 
it to us, but in a State of Glory. So then, to 
preach Chrift, is to open the Merits of _ 
what He hath wrought to his Father for us: Lo 
open his Efficacy, as the ſpiritual Head of the 
Church; what Wonders He works in his Children, 
by altering and raiſing of them, by fitting and pre- 
Raf them for Heaven: Likewile to open all the 
T iſes in Chri/t, which are but Chriſt parcelled 
— 8 All the Promiſes in Chriſt, are Va, and A. 
n. They are made for Chriſt's Sake, and per- 
formed for 1 „ * 
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ſevered. into ſo many particularigracious Bleſſings. 


To preach Chiſt, is to lay open all this, which 5 


e U. wr k 
Bur 115 not lu etent in Preaching Cui. is 


bo open all this in the View of man, but in the 


Opening of them, there muſt be Application of 
them to the Uſe of God's People, that they may 
ſee their Intereſt in them; and there muſt be an 
Alluring of tbem. The Preachers are the Friends of 
. the Bridegroom, 'that are to procure the Marriage 
between Chrift and his Church: Therefore, — 
are not only to lay open the Riches of the H 
but likewiſe to entreat for a Marriage, and to oſs 


all the Gifts and Parts that Gop hath 3 | 


to bring Chr! ft and his hers wink together, 


And becauſe) Paogly! hy Nature are in a con- 
trary State to Chriſt; to preach Chrift, is — 
with the Law, to diſcover to People theit State b 
Nature. A Man can never preach the. 
that makes not Way for it, by ſhewing and pan 
vincing People what they are out of Ch "That 
He muſt be had, or elſe they die eternally? Now 
when People are convinced of this, then they get 
out of themſelves ta Chri/t. This therefore muſt 
be done, becauſe it is that, which makes Way to 
the Preaching of Chrift;' for, a full Stomach: dpi 
eth an Honey-comb. hs cares for Balm, that is 
not ſick ? cares for Chriſt, that ſees not the 
Neceſſity of Him? R we 4 60 1 Baptiſt 
came before Chriſt, to make W Him; to 


4 


level the Mountains; to caſt lieg whatſoever ex- 
alts itſelf in Man. He that is to preach, muſt diſ- 
cern what Mountains there are between Mens 
Hearts and Chrift;. and He muſt OI . 
e e 1 SOT Hs + 
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AFTER this, the Gofpel is to be promulgated 
ia this ſweet Manner ; I beſeech you, Brethren, ly 
the Mercies Go p, that ys prejent your Bodies a 
OY Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unts G O D, which 

red . Servite Aud le not conform d 10 
Mori; but be ye transformed by the [Renewing 
2 The Law cames with, Curd, 
Cured but now in the Goſpel, Chri/?-is: preached 
ith ſweet Alluri le as Ambaſſadors,” & if 
Gob by vs did en; you, pray yen in Chriſt's Stead, 
be recanciled to Gop. This is FO" ABI of the Diſ- 


penſation in the Goſpel, even to beg of People that 
ey would be good to their xbox, of Chrift, 


as it were, becomes a „ eee and the 
great Go p of Heaven and begs our Love, 
that we would fo care for our own Souls, that we 
would be reconciled to Him. It was fitter indeed 
wetnouig beg of Him; it was ft we ſhould ſeek 
to he reeonciled to Him: But Gop'ſd in the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, that He beroches'a Sui- 
ter o us, to be good to our own: Souls: As if He 
had offended us, He deſires us to be reconciled. 
The Wha 5 done on dur Part, yet He ſo far 
tranſcends: the Doubtings of Man's Nature, that 
He would have Nothing to cauſe Man's Heart to 
miſ-give, no Doubts nor Scruples to ariſe; * 
Himſelf becomes à Befeechet of f N 


e eee 5 
No this Preaching; is chat whereby Gon if 
ſeth Salvation and ( Sinn, ; and He in 


iſdom ſees it the fitteſt Way to diſpenſe his 

Grace to Men by Men, in Order to try our Obe- 

regard the T Truth itſelf. He _ 7 * 
the Things ſpoken, not for the Perſon 

them, but for the Excellency of the Things. 

If ſome glorious Creatures, as the Angels, ſhould 

preach t to us, we ſhould * the Excellency Fu 


the Preachers, more than the Truth itfelf; we 
ſhould believe the Truth for the Meffengers Sake. 
And again, (50D would knit Man to Man by Bands 
of Love; now there is a Relation between Paſtor 
and People, by this Ordinance of Gop. More+ 
over the Preaching of Men is more ſuitable to our 
Condition: We could not hear Gob ſpeak, or any 
more excellent Creature. And Gop magnifies his 
Power the more, in bleſſing theſe weak Means. 
Likewiſe it is more proportionable to our Weak+ 
nels, to have Men that ſpeak out of Experience 
from. themſelves to preach the Goſpel, that they 
have felt the Comfort of themſelves; it works the 
more upon us. Therefore thoſe that firſt 

the Goſpel, were ſuch as had firſt felt the Sweet- 
nels of it themſelves. 


Bur ſome are render to Valle 62 8 as — 
read privately at Home ? Ves; but the Uſe of pris 
vate Exerciſes, with Contempt of the Publick, have 
2 Curſe, upon them, inſtead of a Bleſſing, It is 
with ſuch as with thoſe * ed "Manna; 
when they ſhould: not; It ſtank. 
an Ordinance for; Nothing? For us to deſpiſe ? 
not He wiſer, to know what is good for us, bet- 
ter than we do aurſclves? God accompanies his 
Ordinance with, the; Preſence. of his: hleſſed Spirit. 
The Truth read at Home, hath an Efficacy; but 
the Truth unfolded, hath more, As we ſay of 
Milk warmed, it is fitter for Nouriſhment; and the 
Rain from Heaven hath a Fatneſs with it, and a 

ial Influence, more than other ſtandin fac 
there is not that Life, Operation and Bleſſing 


accompanies other Means, as there doth ka 
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_ OTHERs perhaps may object. Nen os only 
for the Laying the Foundation of a Church; it is 
not for a 5 when it is built: Then, other 
Helps; as P the like, without this, may 
ſuffice. But ful _ os that have ſuch Conceits, 
make themſelves Vier than the Spirit of Gop. We 
learn from S. Paul, That Chrift when He aſcended 
on high, led Captivity captive, and gave Gifts ty 
Alen, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prephets, — Evangeli/ts, 
for the Ed; 521 and Building up of the Church, 
Epheſ. iv. 8, 11, 12. 80 rk this Ordinance is 
Neceflary y for Building 'up few? and gil "Ther Enit- 
ting of the Members of Chr: e here- 
_ that i is a vain Excuſe. 


On! but they cry, „What 5 10 8 
ing? Leſs would ſuffice.” Thus ſome People come 
to deſpiſe this heavenly Manna; but thoſe that are 
acquainted with their own Infirmities, think it a 
_ Happineſs, to have Plenty: For, we are dull, we 
are forgetful, we are e tho we know, 
we do not remember; and tho we remember, yet 
we do not mind Things. We are naturally weak, 
and therefore we need all ſpiritual Supports and 
Helps that may be. The more we hear, and know, 
the fitter we are for doing, and ſuffering : Our 
Souls are fitter for Communion with God, for all 
Paſſages. both of Life and Death: en we 
cane W mis * this . f | 


4 53 object, ay know it well hs and 
therefore they necd not be taught. Let ſuch know, 
that the Word of Gop preached, is not altogether 
to teach us, but rw ages en oing with it) to work 
j 15h, rap 4 in the inward 

Man. argc thoſe ty ſay they know it enough, 
deceive themſelves; they know it not. Religion 
i a 224 and can it be learned at her 
ere 


ö 
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There. is no M ſtery , but. it requires many 
Years to learn; And is Religion, and the Depths 
of it learned ſo ſoon? Not 3 1.5 There is a 
Myſtery in every Grace, (in Repentance, in Faith, 

e) that no Man e, but thoſe that 
have thoſT races. 


LET us therefore ſet a * upon Gop' S Ordi- 
nance. There muſt be this Diſpenſation: Chri/# 
muſt be 9 Preaching is the Chariot that 
carries Chriſt up and down the World. Ihe Or- 
dinance of Preaching i is a Gift of all Gifts. GO 
eſteems it ſo, Chr:/t eſteems it ſo, and ſo ſhould we 
eſteem it. So then there muſt be much Preaching, 
and this Preaching muſt be of Chri/t. 7 


Bur © What (ſay ſome) muſt Nothing be 
preached but Chriſt?” I anſwer; Nothing but 
Crit, or that which tends to Chriſt. If we preach 
Threatnings, it is to caſt Men down, that we may 
raiſe them up; as if a Phyſician purge, it is, that 
he may give Cordials. Whatſoever is done in 


Preaching, to humble Men, it is to raiſe them 
gain in Chriſt ; all makes Way for Chriſt. When 


Men are dejected by the Law, we muſt not leave 


them there, but raiſe them up again. Whatever 
we preach, it is reductive to Chri/t, that Men may 
"_ worthy of Chriff. When Men have been 
ught Chri/?, they muſt be taught to walk worthy 
f Chriſt, 24 0 + Calling ; that they may car- 
1 18 ul „ holily and conſtantly, eve- 
ry Way ſuitable for ſo glorious a Profeſſion. The 
AA, > os of all Duties muſt be from Chri/t - 
The Graces for theſe Duties muſt be fetched from 
Chrift ; and the Reaſons and Motives of a Chriſti- 
an's Converſation, the prevailing Reaſons of an 
holy Life, muſt be fetched from Chri/t, and from 
the State that Chriſt hath advanced us unto. So 
Vor. X. N then 
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then Chri/t alone muſt be pon” . to whom ? 


een 


3. Ts preach Cbrif to the Gentiles is to publiſh 


to them the glad Tidings of Salvation thro' Chri/t- 
To declare to them all that is contained in the 
2 Chriſt: To declare Him 4 Light ts 
pl Hue the PAIGE as well as the Glory 7 bis Peo- 


Tr is not to be imagined, in pete Miſery the 
Gentiles were, before the Coming of Chrift, ex- 
cept ſome fewProſelytes that joined themſelves to the 
Fewih Church; for the Gentiles worſhipped De- 
vils. What were all their Gods, but Devils? They 
were under the Kingdom of Satan, when the Gol- 
pel came to be-preached among them. They were 
tranſlated out of the Kingdom of Satan, into the 
bleſſed and glorious Kingdom of Chrift. Yet we 
ſee here, notwithſtanding they were uch Kind of 
People, the Myſtery of the Goſpel is preached to 
them, even to the Gentiles - A ny It Mercy 
hay Grace! 


Burr this is not enen hey! upon Proclamation of 
Chrift, Gere rmned: bs Wowmn r r 
„ bee W herefore it follows ; 


Bllieved on in the World. 


Tn Point follows the thin foregoing, , by a 
neceſſary Order: For, Preaching goes before Faith; 
Faith is the Fruit of Preaching. 'Chri/t is fir 
preached ta. the Gentiles, and then, believed on i! 
the Nord: That is, the World muſt ſubmit, and 
Ge Homage to Chrift, as the e * the 

MR as the Medimor of ee | 


5 Tur 


iS wv» as San ia dk... re ni 


% ̃ — ea and 
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THE Points conſiderable here are theſe : 1. That 
there muſt be a Diſpenſation of Salvation wrought 
by Chriſt, unto others: It is not ſufficient, that 
Salvation was wrought by Chr:/? manife/t in the 
Fleſb, juflified in the Spirit; but this Salvation muſt 
be publiſhed and diſpenſed to others: Therefore he 
ſaith, Preached to the Gentiles. 2. "That this Pub- 
lication and Preaching muſt be of Chrift : Chrift 
muſt be publiſhed to the Gentiles ; that is, to all. 
The Church is enlarged ſince the Coming of Chrift. 


And, 3. The Fruit of this Preaching, Chri/# be- 


ing thus difpenſed to the Gentiles, the World be- 


heves. 


THERE muſt be a Diſpenſation of Chriſt. The 
Equity of this may be ſeen, even from Things a- 
mong Men. It is not ſufficient, that Phyſick be 
provided; but there muſt be an Application of it. 
It was not ſufficient, that there was a brazer Ser- 
ent; but, the brazen Serpent muſt be lifted up, that 
the People might ſee it. It is not ſufficient, that 


there is a Standard; but, the Standard muſt: be ſet 


up. It is not ſufficient, that there be a Foundation 
but, there muſt be a Building upon the Foundation. 
Therefore there muſt be a Diſpenſation of the My- 
ſteries of Chrift. we $f | 


1 | : F | „„ n 36 
HERE let us obſerve, that there are ſeveral De- 
grees of the Diſpenſation of Salvation. There is 
i. The Ordaining of Salvation; that was; before 
all Worlds. 2. The Promiſe of Salvation ; that 
was, when Adam fell. 3. The Procuring of Sal- 


vation: promiſed ; that was, by Chri, when he 
came in the Fleſh. 4. The Promulgation, and En- 
larging of Salvation to all People; this was, after 
Chrift was come in the Fleſh. 5. The perfect Con- 
ſummation of Salvation; that is, in Heaven. Now 
the Ex ecution of the 3 and the Enlarge · 
15 M0 I ment 
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ment of it to all Nations, was reſerved to Chri/?'s 
Coming in the Fleſh. I do but touch this, to ſhew 
that Gop hath had a ſpecial Care of this latter Age 
of the World. Some account the firſt Age of the 
World, to be a Golden Age; but, infced, we 

invert the Order; we live in the Golden Age, 
the laſt Ages, when Chriſt was manifeſted. W hat 
is the Glory of Times and Places? The Mani feſt- 
ation of Chri/t. The more Chri/t is laid — with 
His unſearchable Riches, the more GoDp glorifies 
thoſe Times and Places: And that is the olden 
Age, wherein the Goſpel is preached. 


>, LeT us labour then to value this ineſtimable Be- 
| nefit. Where the Goſpel is not preached, there 
the Places are Salt-pits, deſpicable Places : What- 
ſoever they are elſe, they are under the Kingdom 
Jof Satan. It is the Glory of a me to have 
* the Truth among them. The Glory of Iſrael was 
gone, when the Ark was taken : The! eligion and 
| Truth we enjoy, is our Ark; our Glory i is _ 
- if we part with that. Therefore, whatſoever OD an 
| takes from us, let us deſire, that He would till bu 
1 continue the Goſpel of Truth ; that He would til A 
| vouchſafe to dwell among us, and not leave us. M 
" What were all Things in the World beſides, if we < 
rit 
pul 


222 3 82 2 2 n on» moo o$p ws as 


had not the bleſſed Truth of Gon? We muſt 
leave all ere long. Therefore let us labour to have 
the Eyes of our Underſtanding enlightened, to con- 
ceive aright of the Difference of Things, and to fer 
value ourſelves by this, that Chri/? is manifeſted to it-: 
us; and thereby we have Intereſt in Chriff, more ane 
than by any Portion in the World beſides: For, all. 
chen Ghrift will delight to be with us ſtill, wan rit 
we eſteem, and prize, and value Him. 0 


1 66 1 


Wee joins, Beheved on in the World; to _ 
that 
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that Faith comes by Hearing. Indeed, Preaching 
is the Qrdinance of Gop, ſanRified for the Beget- 
ting of Faith, for the Opening of the Underſtand- 
ing, for the Drawing of the Will and Affections 
to Chrift. Faith is the Marriage of the Soul to 
Chriſt. Now, in Marriage, there muſt not be 
a Miſtake and Error in the Perſon ;' therefore, that 


the Perſon to whom we are to be married by Faith, 


may be known to us, there is an Ordinance ef 


Preaching ſet up, to lay open our own Neceſſity, what 


we are without Him, and to open the Riches of 
our Huſband; whatſoever is glorious in Chit. 
How fhall they call upon Him, in whom they have not 
believed; and how fhall they believe, without! a 
Preachey # We cannot have the Spirit of (Prayers 
without Faith; nor Faith, without Preaching. * 
And the Wiſe Man faith, He that turns his Bar 


from Hearing : the Law, (under what Pretence ſo- 


ever) his Prayer ſhall be abaminable. + 


In the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, there is not only 
an — — the excellent Things of Chr:/t, 
but there is Grace given by the Spirit, to believe: 
And herein this Publication differs ſrom all other. 
Men may publiſh-what they would have, but they 
cannot give Hearts to believe it: But in the: bleſſ- 
ed Publiſhing of Divine Truths, there is the Spi- 
rit of Gop accompanying it, to work what it 
publiſheth : It opens the Riches of ' Chri//, an I of- 
fers Chri/t, and Chriſt is given to the Heart with 
it: It publiſheth what is to believed and knowr, 
and, together with it, there - Power to do 
all. Therefore it is called the Miniſtry of the Spi- 
rit; becauſe what is publiſhed in the Preaching of 
the Word, to thoſe that belong to Gop, hath the 
Spirit to "convey it to the Soul. Therefore he 
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Mx ſee here, that as Chriſt muſt be unfolded in 
Preaching, ſo He muſt be believed on. We muſt reſt 
upon no other Thing, either in ourſelves, or out 
of ourſelves, but Chrift only: And whole Chri/? 
muſt be received: For Believing is nothing but a 
Receiving of Chri/?, as a LokD and as a Saviour; 
as a Prieit, to redeem us by his Blood; as a Pro- 
phet to teach us; and as a King, to govern 


US. . 5 + 


Bur what Manner of Faith do we ſee in moſt 
Menz that ſnatch out of Chriſt what they liſt, to ſerve 
their own. Turn? As He died for their Sins, ſo 
they are glad of Him; but as He is a Los, and 
King, to rule and govern them, fo they will have 
none of Him; but, turn the Grace of GOD into 
Hrantormeſs. But, as we muſt reſt and rely on 
Ari only, ſo we muſt receive Him, and believe 


on wholly. .. 


Nov, Faith looks upon Chri/t, as the main Ob- 
jet of it, as it juſtifieth; but the ſame Faith looks 
i upon the whole Word of Gop, as Truth re- 


4- 


vealed: It believes all Divine Truths; all the Threat- 
nings and Precepts of Gop. Faith chuſeth not its 
| ObjeR,. to believe what it liſts ; but it carries the 
4 Soul to all revealed Truths: But, when we ſpeak 
1 of juſtifying Faith; then Chriſt, and the Promiſes, 
and the Mercy of Gop in Cbriſt, is the firſt Thing, 


Cuxis r is the firſt Object of Faith, before any 
Benefit or Gift that we have from Him. We 5 
muſt receive . before we have any Grace or En 
Strength from Him: And a ſanctified Soul looks Ide 
firſt to Chriſt, to the Love of Cbriſt, to the Per- wh 
ſon of Chrifh and then to his GoodsandRiches. As a der 
Woman that is married, regards firſt the Perſon * luc 
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her Huſband, and then looks to the Enjoyment of 
his Goods and Inheritance; fo Faith xy to the 
Perſon firſt: It knits us to Chri/?, to be in Love 
with, and to embrace Him; and then it looks to 
all the good Things we have by Him: For He never 
comes alone; there is a World of Things in 
Him; all that tends to Grace, nf Oh Glory. 


THEREFORE, we that are Miniſters of the Goc. 
pel, ſhould eſpecially look to unfold the Riches of 
Chriſt ; and thoſe that are Go p's People, ſhould 
eſpecially deſire to have Chrift unfolded, and the 
Riches of Gop's Love in Chri/f?. The Soul that 
ever found the Sting of Sin, accounts nothing ſo 
ſweet, as thoſe Things that concern its Huſband, 
and Saviour. A carnal Man loves to hear moral 
Points, but the Soul that underſtands itſelf, that 
ever felt in any Degree the Wrath of Gop, of all 
Points, deſires to hear of Chr: 805 and Him crucified. , 
Therefore, we may judge by our Ears, of what 
Temper' our Souls are; for, 4 Ear * Speech - 
en, as the Mouth doth Meats. M 


Now 1 ſhall ſhew how this'is a Myſtery; That 
Chrift ſhould be believed on in the World. Great 
it t Myſtery of Godlineſs, Chriſt believed on in the 
World. theſe together, the World, and 
Believing, is almoſt as great a Myſtery, as to join 
Gop and Man together: To bring an unbelieving, 
rebellious Heart and Believing together, is a Th 
Myſtery, in divers Conſiderations. 


mmer, I ab what the World was; an 
Enemy to ag and being ſo, Slaves to Satan, 
* in Love with their own Inventions, 
which Men naturally dote on. Here was the Won- 
der of God's Love, that He ſhould vouchſaſe it to 
ſuch Wretches; That the World; that is, all n 
ind. 0 


* 
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of the World, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 


ſhould at length be brought to ſtoop to the Croſs of 


„„ 


ra u ie World _ — 
lieve; if we conſider (beſides their Greatneſs and 


— 


Wiſdom) the inward. malicious Diſpoſition: of the 


World: Being in the ſtrong Man's Poſſeſſion, for 
, theſe Men to believe the Goſpel, rey: 10 A 
W. ee e nt 2 s 


Howe, if ed the Parties that carried 
the Goſpel, whereby the World was ſubdued; a Com- 
pany of unlearned Men, none of — deepeſt for 

ow (only they had the Holy Ghoſt, to 
- inſtru them, which the World took 


teach a 


no Notice of) Men of mean Condition, of mean 


Efteem, and few in Number. And theſe Men 


came not with Weapons, or outward Defence, but 


meerly with the Word, and with Sufferings. Their 
Weapons were 28 but Patience 
ing; offering f 

and fuffering ger — apr The World was 


not overcome by Fighti — — — ung: ee 
ions, | 


the Lambs overcame wy 


came the Birds of Prey, the Sheep overcame no 
Wolves: So Meanneſs overcame Greatneſs, Igno- 
rance overeame arcane Choy omg wh enden 


Ne Baſeneſs overcame 


AGAIN, if we'conſider: — yen e 


being contrary to the Nature of Man, contrary to 
his Affections. What a Kind of Doctrine was this, 
to win ſuch Entertainment in the World as it did? 


Such as made Men deny themſelves, deny their Wits, 
their Wills, their Goods, their Lives: Therefore, 


in this Reſpect, it was a ſtery, e Cg 
e 


cure! be believed on in the 
| Aan, 


Preach- 
ord of Chrift to Infidels, 


3 3 = ET ERC 
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AGAIN, if we conſider another Circumſtance, 
it adds to the Myſtery ; that is, the Suddenneſs of 
the Conqueſt. In a ſhort Time after Chriſi, one 
Man, S. Paul, ſpread the Goſpel almoſt all the 
World over: He conquer'd — all the World; 
He ſpread the Savour of the Goſpel like Lightnin 
ſuddenly, and ſtrongly ; becauſe there was an 
mighty Power and Spirit accompanying the 9557“. 
ous Goſpel: And thereupon it came to > be thus ef- 
fectual with the World. | 


Tus next Thing I will touch, ſhall be, that 
Faith is put here for all Graces. In theſe ſix Clau- 
ſes of this great Myſtery of Godlineſs, — is only 
this one that is within us. GoD maniſeſt in t 
Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen 0 Ang 55 ner 
to the Gentiles, received up in Glory; theſe are all 
without us: But this one, behreved 25 in the World, 
that is only within us, and it is ſet down in ſtead of 
all: For it draws all other Graces after it ; it en- 
livens and quickens the Soul; it is the Spring of 
ſpiritual Life in us; it is the firſt Grace of all. 
There are ſome Degrees of the Spirit, perhaps, before 
it, but all Graces have their Quickning from Faith ; 
it infuſeth ſupernatural .Vigour into all the Parts 
and Powers of the Soul; and into all Graces what- 
ſoever. Where Cbriſt is believed on in the World, 
all follows ; Love, Patience, Fortitude, and all o- 
ther Graces come from Faith. Faith fetcheth ſpi- 
ritual Life from Chri/t; it inſures to us all whatſo- 
ever is good, it knits us to the Spring cf Life, 
Chriſt; it is the Grace of Union. Even as Satan, 
10 nbelief, did infuſe all his Poiſon at the firſt; 

tor, by making our firſt Parents ſtagger at the 

ord of Gop, came Sin) ſo by Faith all Obedi- 
ence comes; all have their * and ene 
er F aith. 
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radical Grace in a Chriſtian's Soul, is this Be- 


lieving ; this Relying upon Ghrit; a convincing 


Perſwaſion, that Gop and Chrift are mine: This 
is the radical Grace of all other: Let us therefore 
water and cheriſh it by all Means whatſoever. And 
to this End, let us deſire to hear much of Chrift, of 
his Privileges, and Promiſes; for the more of Chri/t 
we know, the more we ſhall believe. 


: Fairn of Neceſſity requires ies there- 


fore Knowledge is put for all other Graces. This i 
eternal Life, to know Thee, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 


Thou haſt ſent, Joh. xvii. 3. and becauſe it is an In- 
gredient in all Graces, it is a main Ingredient in 
aith. The more we know, the more we ſhall 


Dae. Is it not ſo in human Affairs? The more we 

know a Man to be able, and loving, and faithful 
of his Word, the more we ſhall truſt him. Is it 
not ſo in Divine Things? The more we know of 
Chrift, of his Riches, and Truth; the more expe- 
rimental Knowledge we have of Him, the more 


we ſhall truſt Him. Therefore, by the Know- 


ledge that is gotten by the Means, let us labour 
for an experimental wledge, that ſo we may 
truſt and believe in Him more and more. Let us 
look to the Paſſages of our Lives in former Times, 
how gracious Gon hath been towards us; and let 
us ſearch into the Depth of our own Wants and 
Weakneſſes, and this will force us to grow in 
Faith more and more. The more we ſee of our 
own-Inability, without Chris, the more we {ball 
leave to Him, and caſt ourſelves upon Him. Thoſe 
t have the deepeſt Apprehenſions of. their own 


Wants and Weakneſſes, uſually have the _ 
Tal „ 


Ler us labour by all Means therefore to water 
this Root. When we would have Trees flouriſh, 
we pour Water on the Roots of them. Now the 


believe; They that know thy Name, will truſt in 
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Apprehenſions of Chrift, and more'and more 
rooted in Him. The Searching of our own Cor- 
ruptions every Day, is a notable Means to grow in 
Faith; to conſider what we are, if it were not for 
Gop's Mercy in Chriſt; and this will make us fly 
to the City of Refuge. A Search into our own 
Conſcience, and Ways, will force us to hve by 
Faith, and to exerciſe Faith my TY in I 


Jeſus, 24 


AND this is to feed on \ Chrif daily; to 
Chrift, when we are ſtung with Sin, and 
er; in the Want of Grace, and Strength to fly bs 
Flim for Supply; and ſo to keep and encreaſe F Ach. 
Chrift is All in 7 to thoſe, that hope to be ſaved 
by Him Chri/# is the Ground of our Life, our 
Comfort and Ha pineß: Therefore we ſhould make 
to Him upon all Occaſions, and cleave to Him in 
Life”*and Death. We cannot preſs this Point of 
Faith too much. Why are Chriſtions called, Be- 
lievers? Becauſe Believing is all. If we can prove 
the Truth of our Faith, and Belief, we prove all; 
if we be faulty in that, all is bad: Jhatſcever is. 
without Faith, is Sin. All Mens natural Morali- 
ty and Civliey, are but Counterfeits; they are not 

a 


enlivened ich in rt. But J leave d, aid 
come to the laſt Se 7 


10 


Received 7 into Otto 


Tuts i is the lat Branch of this divine Myftery 9 

| Gedlineſs, but it is none of the leaſt. Chrift a 
cended, if we reſpe&t Himſelf; He was el, | 
if we look to his Father: Himſelf aſcended, his Fa- 
ther received Him. The Apoſtle begins with, 


Gop manifeſt in the Fleſh; there is the Deſcent: A | 
great Myſtery ! for the great Gop to deſcend into 
the ECT EAA II 


Parts 


bY 


156 The FOUNTAIN Opentd: Or, 


Paris ef 
| Received up in Glory, The Aſcent is, from 
whence the Deſcent was. Chrift aſcended, and was 


received as high as the Place was whence He came 
down. Go manifeſt in the Fleſh, that is the Be- 


inning of all; Received up to Glory, that is the 
—— of all. It implies his Exaltation, 
his Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion, his Sitting at the 


Right Hand of Gop, and his Coming to judge the- 


Quick and the Dead; but eſpecially it means his 


Glory after his Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion, and 


Sitting at the Right Hand of Gp. 


GLory implies an Exemption from that which 
is oppoſite, a baſe Condition; ſome great E- 
minency, and Excellency, and a Manifeſtation 
thereof. Tho' there be Excellency, if there be not 

a Manifeſtation of that Excellency, it is not Glory. 
Chrift was inwardly glorious, while He was on 
Earth; He had true _—_ but there was not a 
Manifeſtation of it, and therefore it is not proper- 
ly called Glory; there was not a Victory, and Sub- 
duing of all that was contrary to his Glory: for, He 
was abaſed, ſuffered: and died. But after He was 


manifeſt in the Fleſh, and had done the Work 


that He had to do, He was received up to Glory; 
that is, his Glory appearing, all Abaſement vaniſh- 


ed; He was victorious over that. 


Tux firſt Degree of Chri/f's Glory, was in his 
"Reſurrection. 'The Cloaths that He was bound 
with, were left in the Grave, the Stone was re- 
moved ; all Things that might hinder his 2 
that might abaſe Him in Body, in Soul or Condi- 
tion, were removed: There was an Excellency in 
all, that was not before, in Regard of Manifeſta- 
tion. For his Body; it was now an immortal, 


not 


4 ſpiritual Body; it could ſuffer no longer; it was 


the Earth! And then he ends with this, 


P55. we wil , a” 


" 2 


that He could move even as He would Himſelf: 
So there was a Glory put upon his Body, above the 
Sun. There was a Glory upon the Soul; all that 
might hinder that, was ſubdued ; for, there was 
no Sorrow, no Fear, no Grief, as there was in his 
Soul, before He was glorified: ſo both in Body 
and Soul He was more glorious. And then for his 
whole Condition, that was glorious; He was abat- 


ed no longer; for, now He was, taken into the high- - 


eſt Place of all, above the Heavens. And as his 
Place, ſo his Government is moſt eminent ; for He 
is above all Principalities and Pawers, and is glori- 
ouſly ſet down at the Right Hand of Gon. All be- 
ng ſubject to Him, He hath the Government of 
all. if s 


No Perſon can be glorious, but either in Bod 


or Soul, or Condition; Chriſt was glorious in all: 


For, He was received up into the Place of Glory, 


to Heaven, to the Aſſembly of Glory, to the Pre- 
ſence of his Father, and the bleſſed Saints and An- 
gels; and no Queſtion but there was a glorious 
Welcome. If the Angels came ſo chearfully to 


fang, Glory be to GoD on Higb, on Earth Peace, 
do you think, was made by all the bleſſed Com- 
pany in Heaven, when He was received thither, 
after his Abaſement? Te | 

Ax that this isa Myſtery, will eaſily appear: For 
was it a great Myſtery, that Gop ſhould take our 


Vas our Nature advanced in his Incarnation ? 


Here was the Myſtery of the Exaltation of our Na- 
1 ture: 
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not fed with Meat and Drink; it was ſo nimble, - 
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proclaim his Incarnation, when he was born and 


g Mill towards Men; what Kind of Triumph, 


Nature upon Him? Surely it muſt needs be a Myſ- 
W. that Gop will be glorified in our Nature. | 


8 
Much more was it glorified in his Exaltation. 
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ture: Gop was as much abaſed as He could be, be- 


ing born, and dying for us; our human Nature 
was as much advanced as it could be, when Gop 
raiſed it up to Heaven: Gop could be no more 


abaſed, remaining Gop; and Man's Nature can 
be no more advanced, remaining the true Nature 


of Man. | | 


Ix this glorious Condition that Chi is received 
into, He fulfills all his Offices in a moſt comfort- 
able Manner. He is a glorious Prophet, to ſend 
his Spirit to teach, and to open the Heart; He is 
a 5 Prieſt, to appear before Gop, in the 
Holy of Holies, in Heaven for us, forever; and He 
isa King there, forever, and from thence He rules 
his Church, and ſubdues his Enemies. So that, 
tho' He fulfilled thoſe bleſſed Offices in the State of 
Humiliation on Earth, as it became that State to 


ſuffer for us; yet it was neceſſary that He ſhould 


enter into Glory, to manifeſt that He was a King, 
Prieft, and Prophet: For, He was not manifeſted 
who He was indeed, *till He was received up in 
Glory. Till He aſcended, we had not the Spirit, 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſent from above, to apply, and to 
help us make Uſe of Chri/?, and all his Benefits and 
Riches; as it is ſaid, Fohn vii. 39. The HolyGhoft was 


not yet given, becauſe that Je us was not yet glorified. 


So that, in Regard of the Manifeſtation of Chriſts 
Offices, and of the Application of all the Good we 
have by it, it is by Chri/t received up in Glory. 
'To come to ſome Appplication. | 


FinsT, we muſt lay this for a Foundation of 
what follows, That Chi aſcended as a publick 


Perſon: He muſt not be conſidered as a particular 


Perſon, but as the ſecond Adam. As He took the 
Nature of Man, in his Incarnation ; ſo He aſcend- 
ed into Heaven in it, as a publick Perſon, As be 
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firſt Adam was, ſo was Chri/t; and as in other 
Things, ſo in his Aſcenſion to Glory. 


Ix the ſecond Place, we muſt know, that there 
is a wondrous Nearneſs between Chriſt and us now: 
For, before we can think of any Comfort by the 
Glory of. Chrift, we muſt be one with Him by 
Faith; for, He is the Sawiour of his Body : There- 
fore, we muſt be his Members; and being fo, we 
are one with Chriſt. There is no Rclation in the 
World that is able to expreſs the Nearneſs between 
Chri/t and us; and therefore, when we ſpeak of 
Chriſt aſcended into Glory, we muſt needs think of 
ourſelves, and of our Glory and Advancement. He 
was taken up to Glory in our Nature, not only for 
Himſelf, but for all his. As the Huſband of the 
Church, he is gone before, to take up Heaven for 
his Spouſe. As a Huſband takes up part in ana- 
ther Country for his Spouſe, tho“ ſhe be not there; 
ſo Chrift hath taken up Heaven for us: I gere, 
te prepare a Place for you. And likewiſe He is in 
Heaven as a glorious, Head, miniſtring Virtue, 
Comfort and ae. to us. All our Power and 
. comes from Cbriſt now, as our Head in 

BREE ee ion "its | 


AND, then we muſt conſider Cbriſi, not only 
as an efficient Cauſe, but as a Pattern, how we 
ſhall be glorified : For All is firſt in Him, and then 
in us. He was firſt abaſed, and ſo muſt we; and 
then He was glorified, and ſo ſhall we; we muſt 
be conformable to his Abaſement, and then to his 
Glory: He is the Firſt Fruits of them that ſlept ; 
He, being the Firſt Fruits, we ſucceed. . Theſe 
Things being premiſed as Grounds, I come to 
make ſome Uſe of this comfortable Point. 
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WIN we have to deal with Gop the Father, 
whom we have offended with our Sins; let us fetch 
Comfort, amidſt all our Sins and Infirmities, from 
hence: Chrif? is aſcended into Heaven, to appear 
before his Father, as a Mediator for us; and there- 
fore, Gop turns away his Wrath from us: We 
have a Friend, a Favourite in the Court of Heaven; 
the Son of Gop Himſelf, at his Father's Right 
Hand, makes Interceſſion for us. And there is no 
Danger of his Death; for, He is a Priz/? fer ever 
. at the Right Hand of Gop. His very Preſenting 
Himſelf in Heaven ſpeaks for us: As if He ſhould 
ay; Theſe Perſons that aſk in my Name, are ſuch 
as I was born For, ſuch as I died for, fuch as I was 
ſent into the World to work the great Work of 
Redemption for. He wrought our Redemption in 
his abaſed Eſtate ; but He applies it, as He is exalt- 
ed: For that End He appears in Heaven for us, 
and pleads for us. For, even as there is a Specch 
attributed to Abel's Blood; it crying, Vengeance, 
Vengeance So Chriſt appearing in Heaven for us, 
his Blood cries, Mercy, Mercy : Theſe are thoſe 1 
ſhed my Blood for; Mercy, Loxp. The very Ap- 
pearing of Him that ſhed his Blood, cries for Mer- 
cy at che Throne of Mercy; which is therefore a 
Throne of Mercy, becauſe He is there, He ſhed 
his Blood to fatisfy Juſtice, to make Way for 
Mercy. Therefore, when we have to, deal with 
Gop, think of Chri/t now glorious in Heaven, 
appearing for us. Gop can deny Him Nothing, 
nor deny us any Thing that we aſk in his Name; 
we have his Pramife for it. 


Tuis is a Ground likewiſe of Contentment in 
all Conditions, whatſoever our Wants be. What 
if we want Comforts on Earth, when we have 
Heaven provided for us ? Shall not any Condition 


content a Man in this World, that hath * a 
7 " Q- 
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lorious Condition to enter into? We ſhould not 
10 much as look. up to Heaven, without Comfort : 


Me ſhould ſay, “ Yonder is my Saviour, yonder 


is a Houſe provided for me:” We ſhould think and 
look upon Heaven as our own Place; whither 


 Chrift is gone before, and keeps a Room for us. 


LiKEWISE, when we think of the Troubles of 
this World, of the Enemies we have here; think 


of Chrift taken up to Glory, and think of Chri/'s 


Order; ff He /uffered, and then He entered into 
Glory So we mult be content to ſuffer firſt, and 


| ory Re | 
then be glorious. Chriſt entred into Glory in this 


Order, and ſhall we think to. come to Heaven in 
another Order than Chriſt did? If we are in Chri/?, 


all that we ſuffer in this World, are Sufferings of 
Conformity, to make us ſuitable to our Head, and 


to fit us for Glory. And our greateſt Abaſements, 


what are they to the Abaſement of Chrift ? None 


was ever ſo low, and there is none fo high: As 


He was the loweſt in Abaſement, ſo He is the high- 


tin Glory. When He was at the loweſt, in the 


Stabe; not only dead, but under the Kingdom of 

Death; then He roſe gloriouſly, and aſcended : So 

our loweſt Abaſements, are Fore-runners of out 
Advancement and Glory. 5 . 


Aux let this ſtir us up alſo, to ſtand for 5 
and the Church, and not to be aſhamed of Reli- 


gion: He is not aſhamed to be called our Brother; no, 
not after his Reſurrection: Go tell my Brethren, J 


aſcend to my Father, and your Father. He was not 


aſhamed of it, when He began to be in the State of 


Glory; He is not aſhamed of our Nature now, to 


take it up into Heaven; he is not aſhamed to own 
us here, and at the Day of Judgment to ſet us at 
his Right Hand. And ſhall we for Fear of Men, 


for any earthly Reſpect, be aſhamed. of our glori- 
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ous Head? Do we believe that wie have a Heal 


that is glorious in Heaven, fitting at the Right 
Hand of Gop, that e're long will come to jude; 
the Duck and the Dead; and*thall we be aſhamed, 
for a Scorn, for a Word, for a Frown ? Where is 
the Spirit of Glory, the Spirit that ſhould be in 


. Chriſtians,. that. hope to be glorious ? He that is 


aſhamed of me here, (faith Chriſt) Iwill be aſhamed 
ef bim at that Day. How can” we 'think, that 
Ghrift will own us, when we will not own his 
=p here? When we are aſhamed to ſtand 
for Him, ſhall we think to ſtand at his Right 
Hand? All baſe Spirits, that are afraid of Diſ- 
grace, of Diſpleaſure, of Loſs, of any Thing but 
of Him they ſhould be afraid of; let them know, 
there is no Comfort for them in Chris Exalta- 
tion: For, if they had any Communion with 


'Chrift, He would infuſe another Manner of Spirit 


into them. Let us therefore ſtand for Chri/?; we 
have a glorious Head, a glorious Hope, a glorious 


Inheritance. 


AND let us go on with Encouragement, in good 
Duties, with a Spirit of Faith: For, wherefore is 
brit in Heaven, but to rule his Church by his 
Spirit; To lead Captivity captive, and to give Gifts 
te Men? Let us therefore go on with Confi- 
dence, that Chri/t in Heaven will give us his Spi- 
rit, to ſubdue our Corruptions. He is in Heaven, 
to rule his Church; and what is his Kingdom, but 
the Subduing of our Spirits by his Spirit, to be 
more humble, and more holy and gracious on 
Way ? Let us'not think, that our Corruptions will 
be too hard for us, but go on in a Spirit of Faith, 
that Chris, that died for us, as a Prieſt, will rule 
us, as a King. Let us not deſpair; tho' we carry 
Corruption about us, we ſhall overcome All. He 


will cad Captivity captive, and overcome all in us, 
> + 5 — | : as 
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18 He did in his own Perſon. He that overcame 
for us, will overcome in us; if there be a Spirit of 
Faith to depend upon Him. 5 


Ac Alx: The Myſtery of Chris Glory tends 
to Godlineſs, to ſtir us up to Heavenly-mindedneſ: 
The Apoſtle doth divineſy inforce this, Colef. iii. 1. 
If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek the Things that are 
above, From out eee with Chriſt, riſing | 
. aſcending into Heaven, and ſitting there in 

he inforceth Heavenly - Mindednefs ; that 
our car Lhowat ts ſhould be where our Glory is, where 
our Head — Huſband is; and certainly, there is 
Nothing in the World more ſtrong, to inforce an 
heavenly Mind than this. Chriſt, our Head and 
Huſband, is taken up into Glory; there is our In- 
heritance, there are a great many of our Brethren, 
there is our Country, there is our Happineſs. We 
are for Heaven, and not for this World. This 
Life is but a Paffage to that Glory, that Chri# hath 
taken up for us; and therefore, why ſhould we 
have our Minds groveling here upon Earth? Cer- 
tainly, if we have Intereſt in Chriſt, who is in Glo- 
ry at the Right Hand of Gov, it is impoſſible but 
our Souls wall be raiſed to Heaven in our Affecti- 
ons, before we are there in our Bodies. All that 
are Chriſtians, are in Heaven in their Spirit and 
Converſation before-hand: Our dull earthly Souls, 
being touched by his Spirit, aſcend up: The Iron, 
when it is touched with the Loadftone, follows it, 
aſcends up to it: If our Hearts were as heavy 4s 
Iron, if we have Communion with Chri/ft, and 
have our Hearts once touched by his Spirit, this 
Meditation, that Chriſt our Head is in Glory, 
and that our Happineſs is there, will purge and re- 
fine us rs our Earthlinefs, and draw up our 
iron, hea , 15 _— to Heaven, ner Chrift 
i alce | 


AND» 
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Axy it is not only Meditation of theſe Things, 
that will cauſe us to be heavenly-minded ; but 
brit, as a Head of Influence in _ conveys 
ſpiritual Life, to draw us up: ben I am aſcended, 
J will draw all Men after Me. There is a Virtue 
from Cbriſt that doth it; there is an Influence iſſu- 
ing from oa. our Head, to make us heavenly- 


To conclude All: As the Soul of Man is firſt 
ſinful, and then ſanctified; firſt humble, and then 
raiſed : So our, Meditations of Cbriſt muſt be in 
this Order; firſt, think of Chrift, as abaſed and 
crucified; (for, the firſt ort that the Soul 
hath, is in Chriſt mani feſted in the Fleſh, before it 
come to be received wp into Glory.) Let us have 
Recourſe to Cbriſti, in the Womb of the Virgin; 
to Chriſi born, and lying in the Manger; going 
up and\down, doing Good; hungering and thirſt- 
. ing, ſuffering in the Garden, ſweating Water and 
1M nailed on the Croſs, crying to his Father, 
Gon, my Gop, why haſt Thou forſaken Mz! 
finiſhing all upon the lying three Days in 
the Grave; and all for us, to expiate our Sin; to 
fatisfy- for our Diſobedience; and then think of 
Him exalted to the Right Hand of Gop. Oh! 
there will be comfortable Thoughts for a wounded 
Soul, pierced; with the Senſe of Sin, aſſaulted by 
Satan: To think thus of Chris abaſed for our 
Sins; and then, to think of Him taken up into 
Glory. | I ſay, in, this Order, we ſhall have com- 
fortable Thoughts of C. But to think of his 
Glory in the firſt Place, would dazzle our Eyes: 
It would terrify us, being Sinners, to think firit of 
his Glory, being now aſcended ; but when we 
think of Him as defcended firſt, we can bear the 
Sight, and it will afford much Conſolation, Who 
is this that is taken up in Glory? Is it not He that 


Was 
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was mani ſeſt in our Fleſh before? This will be com- 


fortable. Therefore, let us firſt begin with Chris 


Abaſement, and then we ſhall have comfortable 
Thoughts of his Exaltation. 


THESE Points are the main Grounds of Religi- 
on; having an Influence into our Lives and Con- 
verſations, above all others: Other Points have 
their Life and Vigour from theſe grand Myſteries, 
which are the Food of the Soul. Therefore, let us 


often feed our Thoughts with theſe Things of 


Chri/s Abaſement and Glory; conſidering Him in 
both, as a publick Perſon, the ſecond Adam, and 
our Surety ; and then labour to have Virtue from 
Him, fitting us in Body and Soul for ſuch a Con- 
dition. The very Meditation of theſe Things, will 


put a Glory upon our Souls; and the Believing 


them,, will transform us from Glory to Glory. 
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LvuKE ii. 13, 14. 


Aud 1nd fallen there as with the Angel, 4 
Multitude of the heavenly Hy praifing 1 
Gop, and ſaying, | 


Glory to Gop in' the Higheſt, and on © 
Earth Peace, Good-will towards Men. | 


HE Words are few. and pregnant; very pra- 
cious, having much Excellency in a linle- 
Quantity. The Heavens never opened but 
to great Purpoſe. When Gon opens his Mouth, 
it is for ſome ſpecial End; and — — the Angels 
appeared, it was upon ſome extraordinary Occa- 
ſion. This was the moſt glorious Apparition that 
ever 
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ever was, ſetting aſide that, which was at Chriſ's 
Baptiſm ; when all the Trinity appeared; when 
the Heavens opened, and the Father ſpake, and the 
Holy Ghoſt appeared in the Likeneſs of a Dove, 


upon the Head of Chi. But there was never ſuch 


an Apparition of Angels, as at this Time; and 
there was great Cauſe: For there was never ſuch a 
Ground for it, whether we regard the Matter it- 
ſelf, the Incarnation of Chriſi, ſuch a Thing as 
never was from the Beginning of the World, nor 
ever ſhall be. in this World; for Gop took Man's 
Nature on Him, the Creator became a Creature: 
Or whether we regard the Benefit that comes to us 
thereby; for Chri/t by this Means brings Gop and 
Man together ſince the Fall. 


CrRI1sT is the Accompliſhment of all the Pro- 
ecies, of all the Promiſes; they were. made in 


im, and for Him; therefore He was the Expect- 


ation of the Gentiles. Before He was born, He 


was revealed by Degrees: Firſt, generally, that He 


| ſhould be The Seedof the Il man; then more particu- 
larly to Abraham, that He ſhould be his Seed; then 
He is limited to one Tribe, Fugah, that He ſhould 


come of that; then to one Family, the Houſe of 


David: and then more particularly, a Virgin ſhall 
concerve and bear a Son; then the Place is pointed 
out, Bethlehem; at laſt, when He came, John Bap- 
tiſt pointed Him out with the Finger, Behold the 


the Morning, and after appears in Glory; ſo it was 
with the Sun of Righteouſneſs; as He came nearer, 
ſo He diſcovered Himſelf more gloriouſly by De- 
grees, till He was born indeed; and then you ſee 
a*Multitude of Angels celebrate his Nativity. 


Now 


r 


amb of Gon, which taketh away the Sins of the 
 Wiirld. Even as after Midnight, the Sun grows 
up by little and little, till his Beams ftrike forth in 
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to all Sorts; to the Old, in Simeon; to Women, 
ia Anna, a Propheteſs; to wiſe Men, and to filly 


Shepherds; to all Ranks of Men: And to whom 
ſoever the Incarnatien of Chriſt was revealed, they 
all entertained it with Joy. The Angels ſang, and 

iſed Gop; Simeon was content then to die; Za- 
chary breaks forth, Bleſſed be the Gop of Iſrael, for: 
He hath viſited and redeemed his People; and the 
Shepherds went away rejoicing. And although 
Ghrift lay in the Manger; yet there were ſome 
Circumſtances that ſhewed the Greatneſs: of his 
Perſon: The wiſe Men came and adored Him, and 
an Hoſt of Angels praiſed Him. | 


In the former Part of theſe Words we may 
conſider, 1. The Apparition of An 26 8: 
whom: they appeared; poor Shepherds. And, 3. 
The End of their Appearing; to celebrate Chri/i's 


Now in that the Angels appear'd, to poor ſimple 


Shepherds, rather than to t and honourable 
Men, we may learn, That Gop vill confound the 
Pride of Men, that ſet ſo much by that which Gon 
ſo little reſpects. And in that the Angels appeared 
to them in the Midſt of their Buſineſs, as they tuere 
keeping Watch over their Flock by Night, we may 
obſerve, That Gop's People, (as doſes, and others) 
have had the ſweeteſt Intercourſe with Gon in 
their Affairs. We many Times meet with Com- 


tort in our Callings, that otherwiſe we ſhould: ne- 
ver have. And in that they appeared to them in 


the Night; we may learn, that Gop diſcovers 
Himſelf in the Night of Affliction. Out ſweeteſt 


and * A are _ our greateſt Miſeries. 


= - Gop's 


Celebrated by ANGELS, 169 
Now as before his Birth, He was revealed by 
Degrees; ſo after his Incarnation, He was revealed 
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Gop's Children find Light in Darkneſs ; nay, 
God brings Light out of Darkneſs itſelf. 


- Now this glorious Apparition to the poor Shep- 
herds, as it ſerved to confirm their Faith then, ſo 


in them it ſerves to conſirm ours now; for if one or 


two Witneſſes confirm a Thing, what ſhall a Mul- 
titude do? If one or two Men confirm a Truth, 
much more an Hoſt of heavenly Angels. There- 
fore it is baſe Infidelity to call this in Queſtion, 
that is confirm'd by a Multitude of Angels. Again, 
ſuch an Apparition muſt needs be an unfpeakable 
Comfortto theſe poor Men, in their low Condition: 
From whence we may obſerve by the Way, that 
as for one Chriſtian to confirm and comfort ano- 
ther, in the Ways of Religion, is the Work of an 


Angel; fo for one Man to diſcourage another, is 


the Work of a Devil.+ I ſhall add: no more here, 


concerning the Apparition, nor the Perſons to 
whom it was made; but proceed to the End of the 
Angels Appearing, which was to celebrate the 


Birth of Cbriſt. And here we will conſider, Firſt, 
The Celebration itſelf: There was # Multitude of 
the heavenly Hoff, praiſing GS. 


Tug Word tranſlated: Praiſimg, ſignifies alſo 
Singing. It implics Praiſe exprefled in Singing. The 
Angels were joyful at the Birth of Chri/t their 
Lozp. "Joy is no Way better expreſſed, than in 
Praiſing ( 


and it is fit He 


Ei 


1 
OE 2 4 


\ We will next conſider the Matter of their Ce- 


bration and Gratulation; which was this? 


D; and it is Pity, that ſuch a ſweet Af- 
fection as Joy, ſhould run in any other Stream. 
Gop. hath planted this Affection in the Creature, 
Id reap the Fruit of his own. 


Clay 


EPO &£= > ee. 


9 
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Glory ts Gov in the Hightty, 


In earth Peace; | 
Cad ' towards Men. 


1 che Ang begin with the chief End of 
all, the Glory of Gor; it is Gop's End, it was 
the A End, and it ſhould be ours too. Glory 
to GoD on high. Then they wiſh the chief Good 
of all; that whereby we are fitted for this End; 
Peace. Gop cannot be glorified on Earth, unleſs 
there be Peace wrought: For Man elſe conceives 
Gop as an Enemy. By this Peace we are fitted 
to glorify Gov. If we find Reconciliation with 
Gop thro' Feſus Chrift, then the Senſe of Gop's 
Love, in the Work of Reconciliation, will inflame 
2 Hearts to glorify Gop ; therefore next to the 
Gua of Gob, they with Peace on Earth. Then 

here is Be cedar a Happineſs, from 
whence this Peace Tomes, from Gon's Good -will, 
from bis good Pleaſure, Good-will towards Men. 
So if we go back again; the Good · will and Plea- 
ſure of Gop, is the Cauſe and Ground of Peace in 
Chrift; and Peace in Chrift puts us into a Condi- 
tion, and ſtirs us up to glorify Gop. To begin 
with the firſt, | 


Glory ts Gon in the Right. 


Taz Angels thoſe bleſſed Spiries, begin with 
that which is the End of all. Gop's End in all 
Things, is his own Glory: He hath none above 
oe with,” Oey 6 to aim — .— the An- 

wi OD i tb Heavens. 
That is the — Mie where his Mgt appears: 
And indeed He is more glorified there, than any 
where in the World. Many there are who do not 
Rlorif God * Many there 
are, whoſe whole Life is nothi — . 
og ase The belt, in ſome Senſe, cannot 


P 2 per- 
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lorify Gon, till they are in Heaven. 
And yet, in ſome Sort, we may glorify Gop more 
on Earth, than in Heaven. It may a Para- 
dox, but it is true. Here upon Earth we glorify 
Go in the Midſt of Enemies: He hath no Ene- 
mies in Heaven; there all are of one Spirit. Here 
upon Earth, we live not only among Devils, but 
Men led with the Spirit of the Devil, where Gop 
is diſhonour'd; and if here we take Gop's Side, 
and ſtand for Gop's Cauſe, we, in ſome Sort, ho- 
nour GoD more here, than we are capable to do 
in Heaven, where there is no Oppoſition. 2 


God is always glorious ; but alas! few have 
Eyes to ſee it: _ Glory here, for the Ex- 


cellency and Eminengy)of the Goodneſs and Great- 
neſs of Go diſcovered and taken Notice of. In 
5 former _ of the prog Light is 7 the 

of the Lox D. Light is a glorious Creature; 
Ne expreſſeth Glory. much as that; it carries 
its Evidence in itſelf; it diſcovers all other Things, 
2 and itfelf too. So Excellency and Eminency will 
diſcover itſelf to thoſe that have Eyes to ſee it, and 
being manifeſted and taken Notice of, is Glory. 


In that the Angels begin with the Glory of 
Gos, I might ſpeak of this Doctrine; that 5% 
Glory of Gop, the ſetting forth. of the Excellencies 
and Eminencies of ile Lo x D, ſhould be. the End of 


our Lives, the un Thing we ſhould. aim at. Thc 
and we begin with it 


te oo 


hs mos SS 3 ww 4 — 8 ', 3 
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Ira the Incarnation of Chrift, as a Foun- 
dation of all the other Good we have by Chr:/t. 
Glry to'Gop mm Higb, now Chrift is born; why? 


Only that He is born? No; but by Reaſon of 


this Incarnation, there is a Union of the two Na- 
tures, Gop and Man; fo that by the Incarnation 
now Chrift is Man, and holy Man, the human 


Nature in Chrift is pure and holy, being ſanctiſied 


by the Spirit, and united to Gon. Now Chri/t 


deing not only Man, but pure Man, and God- 


man, hence it is that He comes to be qualified for 
all that He did and ſuffered after; it was from hence 
that they had their Worth. | 


Wer then, the Incarnation of Chri/t, together 


with the Benefits thereof, ſuch as Redemption, A- 


doption, and whatever elfe we gain thereby, is that 
wherein Gop will ſhew his Glory moſt. The 
Glory and Excellency of Gop doth moſt ſhine in 
his Love, and Mercy in Chriff. Every Excellency 
of God hath its proper Place or Theatre, where it 
is ſeen; as his Power, in the Creation; his Wiſdom 
in his Providence ; his Juſtice in Hell; his * = 
in Heaven; but his Bowels of tender Mercy do m 

of all appear in his Church among his People ; to 
whom He ſhews the Excellency of his Goodneſs in 
= Incarnation of Chri/?, and the Benefits we have 


Aar mc the Attriiter und Erteilen r 


Gop, that ſhine in Chrift; as, his Truth: All the 
Promiſes of Gop ares Yea, and Amen in Chri/ 3 
in Him there is an Accompliſhment of all the Pro- 
miſes. His Wiſdom in that He could reconcile 
2 and Mercy, by joining two Natures toge 
ther: That He could Jon two Attributes ſeeming 
contrary, Juſtice and To reconcile Man, 


by reconciling Juſtice and Mercy; and by ſuch an 
excellent Way, as that _ ſhould become Man; 
of bs 3 to 


; 
; 
0 
N 
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to reconcile Juſtice and Mercy, b ſuch a Perſon, as 
ſhould ſatisfy Juſtice, and give Way: to Mercy, that 
is by 2 „ this was great Wiſdom. Likewiſe his 
©- uſtice is fully ſatisfied in Chri/t, He be- 

3 — Surety, who is Gop as well as Man. If 
no Creature can ſatisf Gop, Gon can. The ſe- 
cond Perſon in the Trinity took our Nature, and 
died for us: Gop muſt = ſatisfied; and when no 
Creature in Heaven. or Earth can do it, his own 
Son muſt. Here was the Glory of his Juſtice. But 
the Main of all is, his Mercy — Goodneſs, which 
ſet Him on work, to contrive this great Work of 
nn a by the Incarnation. and Death of 


Chrift: His infinite rich, glorious, abundant Mer- 


cy, that is the main Thing wherein Gon is gre 
ous now in Cor . | 20h + ab 


"" "THERE are no Wards 1; > enou! | to ſet out 
the Goodneſs and Mercy of Gop in Feſus Cbriſ. 
Therefore I will on peak of this Attribute, be · 

cauſe this bears the Maſtery among all the other. 
For after the Fall, Man being miſerable and ſinful, 
what Attribute can exalt itſelf, but Mercy to Miſe- 
ry, and Grace to ſinful Man, in pardoning his Sin? 

— dedtis 3 in what State Man ſtood after he had 
tranſgreſſed, there was no other Attribute could 
exalt itſelf, but Grace and Mercy, to triumph over 
Miſery and Sin. Therefore Glory to Gop in the 
New! Heavens, ne fax his . S 25 
ercy in Chriſt. | 


Now then 11585 N the TN and 1576 
and Merc Gr Gop, appear, and ſhew themſelves 
10 Talus ?l — you then, let us remem- 
ber it, ak Oh in the greateſt eee for i 

1 
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Tur Sinner will object, „My Sins are t, 
of long Continuance and of a deep Die.“ — 
then upon Gop in Chri/t, and conſider his End in 
the Incarnation of Chriſt; it was that his Mercy 
ſnould be exalted, and triumph over all Man's Un- 
worthineſs. The greater thy Sins are, the greater 
will be the Giory of his Mercy in forgiving thee; 
and that is it Gop ſeeks for now, to be glorious in 
his Mercy. e 2 e L 


| 1 | Fi. 4 e 8 
Ac aAlx, thy Heart tells thee, That if there be 
any Mercy ſhewed to ſuch a Wretch as thou art, 
it muſt be no ordinary Mercy. It is true, God's 
Mercy is no ordinary Thing; of all Attributes He 
will triumph in that. The Glory of his Mercy is, 
that He ſeeks to have of Men, by the Redemption 
wrought by Chriſi, above all Things whatſoever, 
What? Wouldſt thou have 44 Thou 
haſt it in Chriſt. Perhaps thy Sins have abound- 
ed. God's Grace abounds much more, It may 
be thy Sins are as Mountains. Gon's Grace is 


# 


as the Ocean, to cover thoſe Mountains. 


Bur is it poſſible, for Gop to forgive ſuch 
a wretched Sinner as I, who have been a Blaſphe- 
mer, an Adulterer, a Sabbath-Breaker, a Cove- 
tous, unjuſt Perſon, who have every Way broken 
all the 8 GOD 1 led not with Men; 
But, ſaith Gp, My Thoughts; are nat | as your, 
Thoughts : my Thoughts are as far above yours, as 
1 are above the Earth. Therefore bound 
not the infinite Morey of Gop with thy .narrow 
Thoughts, but let it have its Scope; eſpecially. in 
Plunges. and Aſſaults; and in Times of Diſtreſs, 
ſuch. as the. beſt. of us may be brought unto, com- 
fort yourſelyes with this Conſideration, That Gon 
ſets f imſelf to be glorious in his Love and Mercy, 
e poor, milrable, wretched Man, in di Chr 
7 : . 7 O 


L 
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Tov have heard now of the Joy of the Angels, 
of their Manner of celebrating the Birth of Chri/? : 
And if the ſhould now leave Heaven, and 
come down upon Earth, and take them Bo- 
dies, how would they _ 2 2 ation of 

Chrift?* You fee here they fu to Goy 
on High; and this would be the « wherein 
they would carry themſelves to glorify Gop, an- 
ſwerable to their Song: So ſhould we do, if we 
will be like the bleſſed Angels. We fee how to 
celebrate the Nativity of Chrift: We need not go 
to fetch Joy from Hell. If the Devil ſhould be in- 
carnate,” and come to live among Men, he would 
celebrate the Incarnation of Chrift, no otherwiſe 
than Men do in many Places. Then if we would 
not have our Portion with Devils, let us not imi- 
tate them. What? Hath Gop been fo rich in 
Love to us, as to'take our miſerable Nature upon 
Him? Here is Matter of Joy: And ſhall we be be- 
oy, hben we ſhould re- 
nee and Reform 


ee e 


2 


eee ee e tude, lors 
ous Behaviour of thoſe who celebrate the Na- 
of riß in this brutiſh,  deviſiſh Manner. 
What? Becauſe 'Chriff was' born, ſhall we there- 
to all Looknefs, as if Chrift 
hriſtians to Licentiouſmeſs? Shall 
epenting, run further and fur- 
P 85 8 5 i nes 2 
| Scripture 93 
Gon is at Hand ſer ; Tor Chr nd the Fra 


Gama war pra Fe eee, 


—_ "x that — been * let how take 
Ways. 
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ef the Goſpel are at Hand. The Grace of Gop 
hath appeared in Chriſt; what? To teach us to be 
more diſordered than at other Times? Oh, no 
to live oberly, fy Su and 3 in this & von 


1 $HALL —_— thaw you; I. "Los: we: may 
18 whether we glorify Gop for Chriſt, or no: 
2. What are the Hindrances that keep us from it. 
And, 3. * — den we * _ to glority 
Gop. 1 | * 
Annen 
And firſt; in ns to 8 . we glori 
Gop: Do we exalt Gop in our Souls, above 
Creatures? Do we lift Him up in bis own Place, 
and let Hirz be in our Souls, as He is in Himſelt, 
in the moſt * Then we agree with the bleiled 
Angels in giving Him Glory. :Gop is glorious, 
eſpecially i in bis Mercy and 5 Him be 
fo in our Hearts, above all our Unworthineſs and 
Sin: For Gop hath not Glory from us, till we give 
Him the higheſt Place in our Love, and Joy and 
Delight. And this eſpecially appears in ion 
of other Things, when we will not offend Gon for 
any Creature. - Therefore let us aſæ our on 
— ts often What that is, that our bt. 
.and and Love, is ſpent on, and runs after? Is 
it od ect- Love of God in Cbriſt, the excellent 
State we have in Chriſi;? It is an excellent Sign. 
— + — what is higheſt in our Souls: [The 
ng-Kindneſs of the Lok p is beiter than Life it 


| 772 Aich the Pſalmiſt. Then we give Gob Glo- 
rH when for his Sake, we 'ſet tight b 1 Life itſelf: 


hen we are ready to part with all; with Fa- 
ther and Mother, and Houſes and Lands, and all 
for Chriſi then pon n we toys. 2 — mn 


ws. tagt 2 iy 7d 
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Tu we give Glory to Gop for Chrif, 
——_— all 5 — we have from Ger 
in Cbriſt; when we ſee Chrift in every Thing; Al! 
Dings are ours, becauſe wy Chrilt's. It is by 
brit that we are Heirs, that we have any com- 


fortable Intereſt in the Favour of Gop; therefore 
when we accept all in Cbri, and give God in 


. Ghrift the Glory of all, we give Chery to'Gov. | 


 Acain, we give Glory to Gop, Wan wool 
Join together, and ſtir up one another, and labour 
to promote the 3 of Gop in Chrift, all 
the Ways we can; when 1 one in our Place 
and Calling, Magiſtrates and iſters, and mY 
one in our Families, labour that Chr:/* ma 
there, that Gop in Chrift may — — | — 


there is a Zeal of God's Glory —_— 
Siri ap ne 


9 — e 
a Gon fn hare lay 


r m Withing, a 


Ef Hen and Barth, 
: 1 F 

| Hoare we gjori Gon in Chr, when we 
rn 245, dy in Get hn 
that, from an inward „We have always a 


bleſſed | Diſpoſition to glorify Go. This is the 


Difference between the 'Glaſs of the Goſpel, and 
the Glaſs of the Law, and of the Creatures. In 
the Law, we ſee the Beams of the Juſtice of God, 
and the Beams of his Power and Goodneſs in the 


Creature; but it doth not change and transform 
ood and gracious: But when we ſee the 


us to de 
of of his Goodneſs and infinite Mercy, 
ſhining in the Face of Feſ Chrift, it changeth the 


Soul, to be like unto- Thereſote, if we 
2 of Go in Ghrift, hath 


our Diſpoſitions, it is is A d ve 


es r to Gop inderd. 101 
$2 = 0 
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To Zorify Gos, being ſo excellent a Duty, let 
us conſider, ſecondly, what nds le 
OI not Gonne S | 


Axp brſt, one main | Hindrance, is a Vail of i ig 
norance ſpread over our Heart, which hinders us 
from ſeeing the glorious Light of Gon, ſhining; in 
5 ſus Chriſt; and thereupon inſtead of that bleſſed 

iſpoſition that ſhould be in the Soul, there comes 
an ä — of, and a Delight in, baſe Things. 
This Ignorance is partly from the natural Darkneſs 
of our own Hearts; — = the Policy 
of Satan, who caſts Duſt in our Eyes, and has 
that we may not ſee the Glory of God in the Goſ- 

|. It is then no Wonder, if where the prin 
is not preached, the Devil hath a Kind of Reign 
and God is not honoured at all; becauſe the | 
vil is the IEEE and rules in Dark- | 
nels. L 


Above great Hindranee i is, Unbelief: Thi, 
like Ignorance, is another Vail overſpreading the 
Heart; And though the Vail of Ignorance be re- 
mov'd, and a Man come to hear of the Mercy of 
Gor in Chrift Feſus, and ſee fo clearly the Scheme 
of Redemption, that he is able to diſcourſe well 
upon it; yet not ſeeing it in a proper and ſpiritual 
Light, he believes it not with a proper and effec- - 
tual Faith; ſo that there ſtil! remains a Vail of Un- 
belief upon his Heart: And one or other of theſe 
two Vails, or it may be both of them, is the Cauſe 
why we ſee not the Light of Go, ſhining in the 
Goſpel, and why we do not glorify Him. There 
are wondrous hings in the Goſpel; but if we 
want either Light or Sight to ſee ike what doth it 
avail? If the Light ſhine round about us, and the 
Cod of this rid hath blinded our Eyes, how can 
we 'e glorify Gop ? It cannet be, if we want a hea- 

2 7 venly, 
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venly, ſpiritual Light, ſuitable to the Things: For 
a-natural Man, by the Light that he hath, cannot 
judge ſufficiently of them. The main Hindrances 
then, of Glorifying Gop are, the Vail of Ignorance 
and Unbelicft. 8 "0 f 


- ANOTHER great Hindrance of Glorifying Gon 
is, when Men lift up their Sins above the Mer- 
y.of Gop in Feſus Ghri/t. This is to take away 
on and Chrift altogether: For if the Mercy and b. 
bountiful Goodneſs of Gop, were not greater than as 
our Sins, it were not the Mercy and Bounty of a 
Gop. But there are but few of theſe that mi- '*? 
carry; Gop uſually ſhines upon them at the laſt, | 
There are three Ranks of Men; Some are prophane, 
ead, looſe Chriſtians, that were ncver under the 
W; that never underſtood the Corruptions of 
Nature, nor themſelves. Some again are brought 
from that, to underſtand themſelves a little too 
much; that are under the Law, and feel the Flaſhes 
of Gop's Wrath. And ſome in the third Place, 
are brought from hence, to be under Grace. That 
is the only happy Condition, to be under the 
Grace of God in Chri/t. Some Men of the firſt 
Rank never come to the Second; they never un- 
derſtand what Sin is, and what the Wrath of Gop 
is; they will give their Conſcience no Leiſure to 
tell them what their Condition is; but if the) 
come not to the Second Step, there is very amal 
Hope of their coming to the Third: But there is 
Hope of the Second, that they will come to the 
third Rank. Now as thoſe of the third Rank glo- 
rify Gop, by ſubmitting their Sins to his Mercy 
in Chrift 77 ſo the Second hinder Gop of much I &'oril 
Glory, and themſelves of much Comfort; (tho, e K 
as I faid, few of them miſcarry at laſt;) and the W = t 
9 98 do not glorify Gop's Mercy in Chri/t at Earth 


8 Now, 11 C 


r 
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fir me, Gal. ii. 20. then the Soul cannot but break 
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Now, in the third Place, as a Means to attain 
to this Duty of Glotifying God} let us beg of 
Him the Spirit of Revelation, to diſcover to us the 
Things that make for our Peace, in their own - 
proper Light; for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Therefore the Apoſtle deſires of Gop the Spirit of 
Wiſdom, and Revelation to diſcover theſe Things 


to us; not only that they are Truths, but that they 


are Truths to us: For, unleſs we know theſe Things” 
belong to us in particular, we cannot glorify Gor 
as we ſhould. Oh! but when there is a Spirit of 
Appropriation to make theſe our own, that Goy 

in Cbriſt loves us, l ho loved me, and gate Hiniſelf 


forth, with the Angels here, Glory to GO D on 
High. Therefore beg the Spirit, to reveal to thee 
thy Part, That God is thy Saviour, and that thy 
dins are forgiven: Beg of Gop to take away the 

Vails of Ignorance and Unbelief, and openly to 
reveal his fatherly Bowels, and tender Mercy to 

the in Chriff. It is the End of our Lives, and 
ſhould be the Pitch of our Deſires to glorify Gop: 
Therefore, I fay, let us defire Go p to reveal 

Himſelf fo far to us, to be our Father in Chr;/t, 

that we may glorify Him. Surely it is a forcible 
Pleaz Gop will do that that is ſuitable to his End; 

He hath made all Things for his own Glory; eſpecial- 

LE Work of Redemption in Chriſt, is for the 
Jory of his rich Mercy, and we ſhould deſire the 

Senſe of his Mercy and Love for this End, that we 
may be fitter to Foxit God. f = 7M 


Tuts is one excellent Way to "help us to 
glorify Go p: For we cannot glotify Him, till 
ve know we are at Peace with Him: And this 
was the End of the Angels in wiſhing Peace upon 
Earth; that For being reconciled, and Peace be- 
ing eſtabliſned in Men's Conſciences, they might 

_ VOL, - . \ 2p * Q 1 | glorify 
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glorify Gop. The Reaſon of this will be more 
clearly ſeen in 'conſidering the ſecond Part of the 
— Song: To which let us proceed. 


. Peace on Earth. 


Tut ſame holy Affection in the Angels, that 


moved them to with Gop to have his Due of Glo- 
ry from the Creature, moves them to wiſh Peace 
to Men likewiſe; becauſe, as I juſt now obſcrv'd, 
We cannot glorify Gop, *till we have Knowledge 
of our Peace with Him in Chrift. | 


Bur why cannot we glorify Go p without 
this Knowledge?” The Reaſon is; Peace comes 
from Righteouſneſs. Chri/t is firſt the King of 
Righteouſneſs, and then King of Peace: Now, 
unleſs the Soul be aſſur d of Righteouſneſs in Chri/t, 
it can have no Peace. We cannot heartily wiſh 
for the Manifeſtation of the Glory of Him, that 
we think is our Enemy; the Heart of Man will 
never do it. Therefore Gop muſt firſt ſpeak 
ow to the Soul, and then we are fit to glorify 


Now what is Peace? Peace, in general, is 2 
Harmony and Agreement of different Things. 


Now the beſt Thing that Man can attain unto is, 


to have a Peace with his Creator. You may know 
what this Peace is by the Apoſtle, Eph. i. 10. The 
Word, *Araxnipanwoncta, there uſed, is very ſigni- 
ficant. It means to recapitulate, or gather all to 
a Head in Cbriſi. Out of Chrift, there is a Divi- 
ſion, a Separation and a Scattering, a Breach, that 
z five-fold. __ ** | 


4 1. Turxx is a Scattering and a Diviſion from 


Gop, the Fountain of Good, with whom N had 


* 
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Communion in our firſt Creation: His Deli ht was 
then in his Creature; but we loſt that bleſſed Com- 
munion, and our Sins have ſeparated e . God 


and us. 


2. THERE is a Separation between the good 
Angels and us; for they being good Subjects, take 
Part with their Prince, and therefore join againſt 
Rebels. Hence it is, that upon the Sight of An- 
gels, the very Hearts of Men have been ſometimes 

Arete conſidering that there are no good Terms 
between us and the Angel, till we come to CH 
again. 


3. Tu ERE is a Diviſion and Scattering We 
Man and Man. Since the Fall there is à Spirit ot 
Diviſion among Men, *till the Goſpel again bring 
Peace; eſpeci ally there is no ſound Peace between 
Men in the State of CY and others that are 
Gop? $ Children. 


4. Trinz i is a | Diviſion and ene bann 
Man and the other Creatures. They are ready to 
be in Arms againſt any Man that is in the State of 
Nature. If Gop do but give them Leave, they 
preſently make an End of ſinful Men. | 


. — have no Peace with themſelves.” They 
fake Peace to themſelves; but alas! God ſpeaks 
none to them. They make a Covenant with Death 
and Hell; but Death and Hell make no Covenant 
with them. So it is a forced Peace; it is a dead 
Sleep. They conſider not themſelves, and the 
War they are in with Gop, with the Angels, wich 
other Men, with other Creatures, and with them- 
felves. They ſuppoſe all is Peace; whereas it is 
but a Truce that they take up for a Time : When 
| Gop opens their Conſcience, there is a Hell in 
88 | | Q 2 their 
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their Hearts, that when let looſe, makes them to 


ſuffer a Hell upon Earth ; * niger into the Pains 


of Hell before Tee Time. there is no Peace to 
the Wicked at all; but ſince the Fall, there is a Se- 
paration between Gop and Man, between Angels 
and Man, between Man and Man, between Man 
and the Creatures, between Man and himſelf. 


Now, Chrift at his Coming brings all into one 
again; He brings Gop and Man together again, 
by offering Himlelf a Sacrifice, by making full Sa- 
tisfaction to the Juſtice of Gop z and Sin which 
is the Cauſe of his Diſpleaſure, being taken away, 


 Gop being gracious and. merciful, his Mercy runs 
amain on us. Sin only ſeparates between Gop 


and us, and that Chri/7 takes away; therefore He 


is called by S. Paul, Chriſt our Peace. And by [/ar- 
al The Prince of Peaces He was qualified to be 
our Peace, as being a Friend to hoth Parties; * 
ving married our Nature on Purpoſe, that 


ene ee en. 


* Ae at Pages with Low al other 
Peace will follow: For good Subjects will be at 
Peace with Rebels, when they are brought in Sub- 
jection to their King, and all join in one Obedi- 

ence; therefore, by this Means, the e wid 
brought to be at Peace with Wl” 


: _ Arena for Men, wan i Spiri 4 


The ſame Spirit that knits us to 
Goo. by Fai, knits us to one another by Love. 


41 * we have. Peace: wich che Creatures; for 
005 is made peaceful to us, He. makes all 


„ The Heathen could — 


Tran- 
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Tranguillus Deus, tranguillat omnia; when Gop i is 
at Peace, He makes all ſo. | 

Acain: Being at Peace with Gong: there is 
Peace in our Hearts. When we are aſſured by the 
Spirit of Gop, that He is our Father, and He ſeals 
it to our Conſcience by his Spirit, {© or the Blood 
of Chriſt is ſet on by the Spirit of Gob, and not 
by our own) Peace flows into our Hearts like a 
River. So that now Gop and we are brought to 
one, Angels and we, and all other CHEE we 
are reconciled. 


Now this bleſſed Vas in all the R e of 
it, is founded in Cbriſi; ; Chrift is the Cauſe and 
the Foundation of it. For tho' theſe. Words were 
ſpoken at the Incarnation of Chriſt, yet we are to 
refer them to the whole Work ef his Mediator- | 
ſhip, in the State of his Abaſc | 
of Exaltation z our Peace. is wholly /founded upon 
Him. He was born, and 
came Sin; that is, a Sacrifice for Sin for us; He 
became a Curſe for us, to eſtabliſh a Peace, and to 
ſatisfy Gop's Anger; and then He roſe again, to 
ſhew that He had fully fatisfied God's Anger, and 
that Peace was fully ſtabliſhed : Therefore the Holy 
Ghoſt was ſent after the Reſurrection of Chriſt, as 
2 Teſtimony, that Gop was appeaſed; and now 
Chri/t is in Heaven, He is ever there as a Prieſt, to 
make Interceſſion for us: So that Chriſt is our 
Peace, from his Incarnation to his Death, from 
thence to his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and In- 
terceſſion. All Peace with Gon, with Angels, and 
with Creatures, is ſtablithed in Crit. N 7 np 


Tuts ſhould turd us, thes heater Tater 
courſe we have with Gop the Father, we ſhould 
take Chr: * with us. We muſt not offer Sacrifice 
+ With- 
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without the High Prieſt : Let us offer Nothing to 
Gop without Crit. There is no Intercourſe be- 
tween God and us, till we be reconciled in Chr:/?, 
in whom we muſt offer all our Sacrifices. There- 


tions; but let us think of Gop reconciled in 
Obri and at Peace with us, and a Father in Co- 
venant in Cbriſt, and then our Perſons and Prayers, 
and all ſhall be accepted. Chriſi is the true Mer- 
ey-ſeat; in looking to whom, Gop frees us from 
the Curſe of the Law. Feruſalem was the Glory 
of the World, and the Temple was the Glory of 
Feriſalm, but the Mercy-ſeat was the Glory of 
the Temple, becauſe that pointed to Gen in 
nme have Intercourſe with Gop the Fader, 


2 
A aa n e an. Earth? L. 
Becauſe Peace was wrought upon Earth by Chrifl, 
in the Days of his Fleſh, when He offered Himſelf 
a Sacrifice of a fireet- ſmelling Savour to his Fa- 
ther. And, 2. Becauſe here e n Earth we muſt be 
Partakers of it. We oftentimes defer to make our 


Peace with Gop, from Time to Time, and think 


there will be Peace made in another World. * 
Beloved, oun Peace muſt be made on Earth. . 
 muft live godly and righteoufly, and 2 in this 
preſent Ii vrid, we muit enter inte the Kingdom of 
Heuuen here. Further Entrance muſt be miniſired 
bere, by growing in Grace daily. If Heaven be not 
entred into here, it ſhall never be entred afterwards ; 
for the Church is the Seminary of the heavenly Pa- 
radiſe. All that are taken to Heaven, to be et 
there for ever, are ſet. in the Church, and grow 
up there a while, under the Means of Salvation. 
Therefore labour to have this Peace on Earth, or 
elſe you can never g Gop on Earth; and if 
wie glorify Him not on Earth, we ſhall never; do 
it in Heaven. 
I would 


fore let us not own an abſolute GoD-in our Devo- 


Fog TT 
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I would now give a few Directions to maintain 
this Peace continually. To walk with Gon, and 
to keep our daily Peace with Gon, requires a great 
Deal of Watchfulneſs over our Thoughts, (for He 
is a Spirit) and over our Words and Actions. 
Watchfulneſs is the Preſerver of Peace. Where 
there is a great Diſtance, between Two that are at 
Peace, it is not kept without Acknowledgement of 
that Diſtance, and without Watchfulneſs. It is 
not here as it is in a Peace that is between two 
Kings, that are coordinate one with another; but 
it is a Peace between the King of Heaven, and 
Rebels, that are taken to be Subjects; therefore we 
muſt walk in humble Terms. Malt humbly with- 
tby Gop. We muſt watch over our Carriage, that 
we do not grieve the Spirit of Go: For then, if 

the firſt Peace be not quite taken away, yet Gop + 
interdicts our Comfort. If we do not watch againſt 
Sin, we cannot enjoy daily Peace; but Gop will 
ſuffer our Knowledge to laſh our Conſcience, and 
to make us more miſerable, than a carnal Man, 
that never had a Sight of his Goodneſs. _ Oh! the 
Miſery of a Man, that once had Peace, and is. 
fallen again into ill Terms with Gop ! Of all Men 
ſuch a .hath moſt Horror, till he hath made 
his Peace with Gop again. 2 


Ax becauſe it is a difficult Thing to maintain 
Terms of Peace with God, in Regard of our Indif- 
ſition; we ſhould renew our Covenant, and 
urpoſes every Day. And if we have fallen into 
any Sin, let us make uſe of our great Peace-Maker, 
Cbriſt; who is in Heaven to make Peace between 
(ob and us. Let us defire Gop for his Sake, to 
be reconciled unto. us; for Gop is in Chrift, re- 


conciling us unto Him ſtill. Let us deſire Him, to 
teſtify it to us by his holy Spirit. 1 


Ad Alx, 


. 
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AGAIN, take that Direction of the Apoſtle, 
When we find any Trouble in the World, not to 
trouble ourſelves over much. Caſt your Care up- 
on Gop. Let your Requeſts be made known to 
Gop with Thankſgiving. Pray for future Favours, 
and thank Him for paſt. Then the Peace of Gop 
that paſſeth ail Underſtanding ſhall tecp your Hearis - 
and Minds in Chriſt Jeſus. Perhaps we ſhalt not 
have what we pray for; but if we have not that, 
we ſhall have the Peace of Gop, that paſſeth all 
Underſtanding. 2 N 


AGAIN, if we would maintain this Peace, let 
us be always doing ſomewhat that is good, and 
pleaſing to Gop. Finally Brethren, whatſoever 
Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, what- 
foever Things _ re, whatſoever Things are love- 
ly, whatſoever Things are of good Report, if there 
Fo any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, _ 
theſe Things ; and then, the Gon of Peace ſhall 
with you. The Thoughts muſt be exerciſed that 
Way, and there muſt be a Practice of that we think 
of; and this will be a Means to maintain this Peace 
with Gov. | 


Now, to ſtir us up the more, to ſearch the 
Grounds of our Peace: I beſeech you, conſider the 
fearful State of a Man, that hath not made his 
Peace with God. However Chrift hath died, that 
will not ſerve the Turn, unleſs a Man take Him 
by Faith. If Chri/? be Food, and He be not eaten, 
if He be a Foundation, and' we do not build on 
Him, what Benefit is it to us? Therefore, thoſe 
that have not been brought by the Spirit of Gor, 
to communion with Chr:/, alas! they are under 
the Wrath of Gop; and however Gop doth uſe 
them, as Princes do Traitors in the Tower, giving 
them the Liberty of the Priſon, yet * 
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of Death is not revoked. All the Delights of a 
Priſoner, do not content him; he knows he 1s on 
ill Terms. with his Prince: So till we have made 
our Peace with Gop, alas! we have not ſued out 
our Pardon ; all our Delights are but as thoſe of a 
Priſoner in the Tower. Therefore, alk thy Soul; 
Haſt thou ſued out thy Pardon? Is there Retonci- 
liation wrought between Gop and thee? 


Is we do not make our Peace with Gop, what 
a Caſe are we in? Gop Himſelf e're long, will ap- 
pear our Enemy; Chri/t, who we think will fave 
us, will be our Judge, and a terrible Judge; I his 
Wrath be kindled, who ſhall abide it? As for the 
Holy Ghoſt, how can they look for Comfort from 
Him? They have grieved Him; therefore He will 
grieve their Conſcience: The Holy Ghoſt, as He 
is the Gop of all Comfort and Conſolation, ſa He 
is the Ground of all Terror to wicked Men, when 
He bath knocked at their Hearts, hy the Miniftry 
of his Word to open, and to let Him in, but th 
would not. The Angels are ready Executioners d 
Gop's Vengeance, upon any Occaſion: And other 
Creatures, wait but for a Command from Gon, 
to execute his Wrath upon Sinners. The Heavens 
are ready to rain upon them, as in the Flood; the 
Earth is ready to ſwallow them, as it did Xorah; 
the Beaſts that carry us, and all the Creatures we 
uſe, wait but for a Command from Gop to de- 
{troy us; our Meat to choak us, the Air to infect 
us, the Water to drown us, if we are at Variance 
with Gop. As for the Devils, they will be ready 
to be Tormentors of the Wicked. They that 
tempt to Sin now, will torment for it hereafter. 
And for the damn'd Spirits, they are all in that 
curſed Condition, with himſelf, therefore, I ber: 
/all the Ungodly appear? E're long whence ſhall 
he hope for Comfort? Neither from Gop, nor 
Angels, 
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Angels, nor Devils, nor wicked Men, nor good 
Men, none of them all will yield him Comfort. 
They are all ready to ſerve the Lok D of Hoſts 2. 
gainſt his Enemies. 15 


IxDpEED, Gon ſhews his Patience here, but 
when God's Wrath comes, at the Day of Judg. 
ment; when Gop hath forſaken ſinful Men; when 
Gop the Judge of all, hath ſaid, Depart ye Curſe; 
no Creature ſhall miniſter them the leaſt Comfort; 
the Sun ſhall ſhine upon them no more; the Earth 
ſhall bear them no longer; and as we ſee Dives had 
not a Drop of Water to comfort Him in thok 
Flames, no more ſhall a miſerable Wretch that 
comes into that Place of Torment. Therefore if 
we be not at Peace with the Lok p of Hoſts, every 
Creature is ready to be in Arms againſt us, 


Lx us not therefore delude ourſelves, but get 
into Chr:/t, get into the Ark in Time; that when 

any publick Calamity ſhall come, we my be fafe 
in Ori. If we are at Peace with Gop, by Faith 
in Chrift, every Thing will miniſter Comfort to 
us; we cannot think of Gop, but as our Father; 
of Chri/? but as our Redeemer, and Reconciler, 
that hath brought Gon, and us together; the Holy 
Ghoſt takes upon Him the Term of a Comforter 
for ſuch; Angels are miniſtring Spirits: As for the 
Church itſelf, God's People, they have a common 
Stock of Prayers for us; every one that faith, Ou 
Father, thinks of us; and foe all other Things, 1 
they are at Peace with us; as Jab faith, The Stones th: 
in the Street, nay, the Stone in a Man's Body, the Ti 
terrible Pangs that come from that Diſeaſe, they ble 
have a Blefling upon them; in the greateſt Exte - De 
mities, a Soul that is at Peace with Gop, however Li 
Gop does not deliver him from the Trouble, yet i ves 
He delivers and ſupports him in the Trouble; an thi 
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as the Troubles increaſe, ſo his Comforts increaſe; 
and the very Troubles themſelves are Peace with 
him; all work for the beſt te them that love Gon. 
And in the greateſt Confuſions and Tumults of 
States, the Righteous is afraid of no ill Tidings, Pal. 
cxii. Becauſe his Heart is fix'd upon God's Love in 
Chriſt: While the Wicked, when War and Deſo- 
lation, and Signs of Gop's. Anger appear from 
Heaven, ſhake as the Trees of the Fereft ; 


WHEN Death comes, then is the Upſhot of all. 
Oh! the Miſeries of a Man, in the evil Day, that 
hath not made his Peace with God! While to the 
Godly, the Sting of Death is taken away. He 
that hath made his Peace with Gop, can fay with 
old Simeon, LORD, now let thy Servant depart in 
Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. He 
is willing to yield his Soul to Gop, becauſe he is 
at Peace with Him. Their Graves are their Beds, 
and their Souls reſt with Him. They die in Peace, 
and commend their Souls to Gop, as to a faithful 
Creator; as S. Paul ſaith, I have fought the good 
Fight, I have hept the Faith; henceforth is reſerved 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs; and not for me only, 
but for all thoſe that love his Appearigzg. Oh! the 
Comfort of him in the Hour of Death, that hath 
made his Peace with GoD! Bleſſed are thoſe that 
die in the LoRD, in the Peace of the Lox p, They 
reſt from their Labours. „ 


Ap after Death, what Comfort are thoſe in, 
that have made their Peace with God in Cr? 
The Godly have comfortable Thoughts of thoſe 
bleſſed Times to come. They cannot think of 


Death and Judgment, without much Comfort. 


Lift up your Heads, for your Redemption draws 
near. Therefore Jet us not conceive lightly of 
this Peace. It is not a Freedom from petty Ille, 
and an Advancement to a little Good; but it is a 
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Freedom from Ills, that are aboye Nature; from 
the Wrath of Gop, before which no Creature can 
ſtand, no, not the Angels themſelves; from Hell 
and Damnation; from the Curſe of Gap, and 
from the Kingdom of Satan: It is a Freedom from 
that Condition, that all the Powers of the World 
ſhall tremble at, and an Advancement'to the greateſt 
Good: It is a Freedom from Bondage, and an Ad- 
vancement to Son- hip. Therefore let us have high 
Thoughts of this Peace, as the Angels had, when 
they ſang, Glory to Go en High, on Earth Peace, 


" Good-will tewards Men. 


Tuts is the Spring and Root of all. The An- 
gels begin with, Glory to Go p, and then they 
come to Peace among Men. Now there is no Peace, 
but ĩſſues from Grace; Grace is Gop's free Good- 
will and Pleaſure; therefore the Angels ſay, Gœcd- 
will towards Men. 1 e 


Wr may learn hence, 1. That God hath now 
a_ gracious Good-will towards Men. 2. That this 
Good-will, is the Foundation of all Good. 3. That 


this is founded upon Chiu. 4 
1. Gop now ſhews good Pleaſure towards Men. - 
ſpeak of this, but as it makes Way for the other: N 

nly by the Way I ſhall obſerve, That the Loye 9 

that Gop bears towards Man, as it is a Propen- q 

ſion in Him to do Good, is Love: As it is free, it 9 

is bis good Pleaſure or Grace; as it is to Perſons in h 

Miſery, it is Mercy. The Foundation of all is 7 

Love; but the Terms differ according to Circum- li 
ſtances; Good Pleaſure and Grace imply Freedom te 

in the Party loving; and Merc W. Miſery in d 

the Party Javed. Now. this free Good-will and * 

to 


Grace, is towards Men: He laith not, towards 
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Angels. It is more towards Men, than even to 
good Angels (in ſome Sort) for Man is taken to 
be the Spouſe of Chriſt, good Angels are not ſo: 
Neither is it Good- will te evil Angels; for their 
State is determined; there is -no- akering of their 
Condition. J ent 5959 brig all 


3 This good Will of Go Do to reſtore lapſed | 
Man, by the Sending his Sons is the Ground of all 
Good to Man, and hath no Ground but itſelf. 


1 6 8 of ; | 
God's Grace and Love to the Creature, is alto- 
gether independent, in Regard to the Creature; 
Gop fetcheth not Reaſons of his Love from that, 
but from his own Bowels. What is the Founda- 
tion of the Covenant of Grace? Chr. Gop ½ 
loved the Mord, that He gave his only Son. There 
is Nothing freer than a Gift, CObri is a Gift; He 
came freely from Gop,- who gave Him to Death 
for 1 all. tt 0 1 Hoi seine 09017 1d O95 

CCC KS FHF 97 ECT Ein 4 
AND, whatſoever good Thing we have in Chri/t, 
it comes. freely. tos. He that gave Chri/t freely, 
Hall He not alſo with Him freely giue 1s all Things? 
The very Grace to keep the Covenant, Repent- 
ance and, Faith, they are the free Gift of Gop. 1 
will take away your tony Heart, and give you new 
Hearts, and cauſe you'ts walk in my Statides. Gop 
doth his Part, and ours too, to ſhew not only, 
that the Covenant of Grace is a Covenant of won» 
drous Love, to give us Grace here, and Glory 
hereafter; but that the Foundation is of Grace, 
and that the Performance on our Part is of Grace 
likewiſe: Nay, it is of Grace, that He would en- 
ter into Covenant at all: He humbled Himſelf won 
droufly, in vouchſafing to enter into Covenant; it 
was Humiliation on GoD's Part, and Exaltation 
to us; therefore, as it is in Zachariah, we may cry, 
OL. X Ob Gr 
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| Grace, Grate | There is Nothing but Grace, and 
free n in the ne , of our — 9 28 


bay: if 1 Good come to Man, be 


merely from Gop's Good- will, let us empty our. 


ſelves, and pive Him the Glory gi” all. It is eaſily 
ſpoken and 

naturally is proud; and for Fleſh and Blood, to be 

brought to go out of itſelf, to give the Glory of 
all Goodneſs, and Happ ine to 85 v's free Grace, 
is hard to proud Nature, But we muſt beg Grace 
of Go p,' to work our Hearts to this, more and 
more to empty ourſelves of ourſelves, and to give 
on the Glory of all: But, 


0 8 Tais free Fes and 5 5 of as, is wr 

in n Cr: Therefore the Angels pronounce at the 
Birth of Chri/?, Good-will to Men. What we 
have by Grace, we have only by Chrift; (becauſe 
He hath given Satisfaction to Gop's Juſtice, that 


ſo Grace may be conveyed, and derived unto us 


without any Prejudice to any other Attribute in 
Gop;) and the embracing Powet and Grace in us 
is Faith. I ſay, whatſoever we have from God's 

free Love, we have it in Chriſt. The free Love of 
Gop is grounded in Chriſt. Gop cannot look 
upon us, but in Him; therefore all is Chriff. We 


are called in Chriſt, juſtifhed in Chr; 0 


by the Spirit of 85 8 lor ified by e are 
22 with all &. FRAN S. ngs, 5 . Things 
in Chriſt. _ 1 25635 29 IV "my 01 ne k . 287% 


Tae whole Trinity-h 8 2 8 r 
cency in looking upon Mankind: Gop loves — 
as redeemed by Chri/t; Cbriſt loves us, as —— y 
the Father to Him to redcem; the Holy Gho 
hath a ſpecial Liking to us, as ſeeing the 22 of 
_ F * giving us, and of the Son in redeeming 


Us. 


eard, but not ſo eaily done; for Man 
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us. And ſurely it ſhould be our chicf Deligbt too, 
to ſee. how Go hath given us to Chriſt to fave; 


how Chri/f hath redeemed us; and how the Holy 
Ghoſt witneſſeth this Love to our Souls, and ap- 


plies it to us. 


Taz firſt uſe we e of what hath been 


{aid, ſhall be to obſerve; that all that are not in 
Chrijt, lie open to the ate rl ns Wrath of 
GoD. 


An AIN, if all Gon 8 Good - wil and Pleaſure, te 


in Chrift, as our high Prieſt, without Whom we 
can 41 no Sacrifice, then we ſhould look to Gop 


in Chriſt, love Gon in Chrift, perform Service to 
Gop in Chriſt, pray to op in Chrift, give 
Thanks to Gop in Chrift, defire Gop in Griſi 
o make all Things acceptable for Chriſt's Sake, 
becauſe it is in Chriſi, that as hath ko. A1 5 

wil and Pleaſure to us. 


3 5 Ho mall v we 4 a Gon Good-- 
will be to us in Chriſt, ot no? How ſhall I know: 
that I am in the State of Grace? The Holy Ghoſt 


— AIR this: For as the Work of Goa | 


reat, that only Gon could ſatisfy Gop; 
2 — bts of Man's Heart, and the Guie of 
his Conſcience, when it is upon him, and the Fear 
of Gop's Wrath, upon ſuch Guilt, is ſuch, that 


Gop muſt afſure him, that He is reconciled to 


him; Gop the Son muſt reconcile Gop the Fa- 
tier; and Gop the Holy Ghoſt muſt feal and aſ- 
certain this to the Soul. The Soul will never be 
quiet, before it ſee and know in particular, Gon 


reconciled in Chrii; the Spirit, that is Gop, that 


15 above Conſcience, muſt ſeal it to the Soul: Be- 


ence. tr F: 
R 2 Now 
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Now this Spirit that worketh this in us, and af: 
ſures us of God's good Pleaſure, alters and changes 


our Diſpoſniogs, that we ſhalt have a good Pleaſure 
in Go: (For there is a mutual 'po0d Pleaſure; 


Gop hath a Pleaſure in us as his, and We have a 


good Pleaſure in Gop, wrought by the Spirit;) 
the Spirit not only witneſſeth, but 'worketh' this 
{weet'and gracious Diſpoſition to Gor; Gop de- 
Ights in us, and we in Gon. Gon delights in 
the Church above all Things; the Church is his 
Spouſe, his Body, his Friends, his Children; and 
thoſe that have the Spirit of Gov, delight in them 
too. "My delight ir in the Sons of Men, faith Chr: 
which He ſhewed; by taking the Nature of 
upor- "Hin: So ul that have the Spirit of Obrif, 
9 in the Church ang People of God. 


: 869 gengedts in Obeticres;! wk than Seri 
ſtdeGopꝰ's Peop le that He delights in, yield their 
Bodies and Souls a Sacrifice to Gop Bor ac- 
— 27 0 in Chr: me and He is acceptable to them 

nd they Teck" out what pleafeth 
2, 9 415 e to Him: As the Sons of /- 
ſaac, Gughe bes what might pleaſe their old Father, 
_ 16 Gop's Children ſcek — what Duties Gop re- 
liſheth beſt. —— oh is a” Sacrifice, with 
which Gop is well pledſed* Is it ſo? Then they 
will ſeek out, that — ma * Him. Gov 
his 8 pirit, will work in Ava a Diſpoſition; to 
"Him in all Things; therefore the or 
Go, are ſaid to be'a free People, zealous of good 
Works. The Spirit infuſing the Love of Gop in 
Chrift to them, ſets their Wills at e to de- 
viſe to pleaſe" Gob'i in all Things. 


Futur rok if wo have 1 OA Good. 
will towards us, we have à good Pleaſure to Him 


ain. Whatſoever is God's Pleaſure ſhall be our 
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Pleaſure; what pleaſeth Him, ſhall pleaſe us. If 
it pleaſe Him to exerciſe me with Croſſes, and Af- 
licttensz what pleaſeth Gop ſhall pleaſe me; for 
when He hath once loved me freely in Chr:/?, every 
Thing that comes from Him, taſtes of that 2 
Love and Mercy; all the Ways of God are Mercy 
ond Truth, His Way, of. Corr ection is a Way of 
Love; therefore, if it pleaſe Him, it ſhall us 
me; Nm. 44 f f 


Bur if we do nat find ourſelyes yet to be the 
People of Gop's Delight, what ſhall? we do? At- 
tend upon the 1 of Salvation, the Goſpel of 
peace, and wait the good Time, and do not ſtand 
diſputing. Diſputing and Cavilling hinders many; 
therefore leave Diſputing, and ſall to Obey ing. 
Gop hath a gracious Purpoſe, to fave all that re- 
pent of their Sins, and believe in Chri/f; This is 
Goſpel. I will leave ſecret Things, for they belong 
% GoDz revealed Things only 4 45 to Me. I will 
deſire of Gop his Spirit, to repent of my Sins, and 
to caſt m "Gif into the Aras of hn Mheeey 3 in Chrift, 
and then "Jet Gop do as He pleaſe; If I periſh, I 
will periſh in the Arms of Chrift. _ 

Ir thou doubteſt, whether Gop love. thee or 


no; caſt thyſelf upon the Love of God in Chrift, 


and then it is out of Queſtion. Whoſoever hath 
82 to caſt himſelf upon the free Love of Gop 

he fulfills the Covenant of Grace, Stand not Fs 
puting and wrangling, but deſire Grace to 72 
and then all Queſtions. EINE 225 N 
ſtate are reſolved, i all is clear. Nd 


r is not the work 1. — 7 bare 
1 ety z he is content to have Go d 
don his Sin; but, he wil not rake the whole Mer. | 
a7 20m Love of Gop in Ghri/;, curing, healing 


„ will have one rey, but not ano- 
R 3 ther 
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ther; but we hall never be ſaved without entire 
Mercy; Healing as well as Pardonitg: 'Gop 
doth not « only pardon the Sins of thoſe, whom He 
loves, e heals their Nature, and makes it 
1 40 Curls, 1 and pure. y £ Tr - 


FH. that hape Bot the: Spirit, jo" defire 
not mewn changing and healing-Grace, as well 
as pardoning Grace, they are Hypbcrites. Let us 


remember this 7 6 becauſe moſt Men are 


d&cefvet in this; the nk, % OR God is mer- 
ful, and his Love' is free in CW; and _ 
1 am. anworth „yet 'Gop will have M 

te!” But chou n ſecret Defire, to partake of 
Sop's whole Mercy, to make thee Good, as wel! 
as to make thee his Son, and entitle thee to Hea- 
ven? To have thy Nature altered? Fo ſee the De- 
formity of Sin, and the — of Grace? Hadſt 
thou rather have the Ima Jop upon thee, than 
any Favour in the Wor! — ? Hadft thou rather 
be freed from the Bondage of Sin, 'than have any 
dther ' Deliverance? If t be thus,” there is good 
Hope concerning thee : If otherwife, thy Caſe is 
Gang 1705 and thou art but an e de- 


thy own Soul.” "y 


| Gael 4 all: 110 of FGopi is 2 Pee 
that reacheth to the Filling of Nature, with al 
the Happineſs i it is capable of. In mu orld, in 
all Miſery, one Beam of Go'v's Lo LoKindneb 
Teatter all Clouds whatſoever. at” raiſed 

the Spirit of Daniel in the Lions Den? Ofthe three 
young Men in the Mic o the Furnace? Of. 
2 «lin the Dusgeon T- gf Cob Love 
in 3 2 Line N the Petr, 1970 che Furnace, 
into., che D 1 — at will 
enlarge the are | "hat an on in 
the otld aa Of it e 2 
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which Moſes ſaith, Deut. xxxii. 16. where after 
recounting the many Bleſſings of Jeſeph, he cloſes 
all with the chief and Spring of all the Reſt, The good 
Pleaſure of Him that dwelt in the Buſh. Y ou know 
that Gop appeared in the Buſh, when it was flam- 
ing. The flaming Buſh ſhewed the State of //rael, 
in the Midſt of the Furnace of Perſecution: The 
Buſh, tho' burning, was not conſumed: Why? 
Becauſe the Good-will of Go p was in the Buſh. 
So let us be in any Perſecution, or like Mo/es's 
Buſh, all on Fire, yet the Fire ſhall not conſume 
nor hurt us: Why? The good Pleaſure of Him 
that dwelt in the Buſh is with us. I will be with 
thee in the Fire, and in the Water, ſaid Gop; not 
to keep thee out, but I will be with thee in it: So 
that in the greateſt Perſecutions that can be, the 
Geed-will of Him that dwelt in the Buſh will be with 
u5; fo that we ſhall not be conſumed, tho* we be 
in the Fire; tho' we be afflicted, we ſhall not de- 
ſpair: Why? The good Pleaſure of Gop dwells 
in the Buſh, in the Church. In the Midſt of Af- 
fictions and Perſecutions, He is with us. Who 


can be miſerable, that hath the Preſence of Go p, 


the Favour and good Will of Gop? 
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I » come into my Garden, my Siber, ney 
Spouſe: I have eaten” fant Fe 4 
_ with my Honey: I have runk my Wine 

with my Milk: Eat O Friends, drenk, 
yea drink obunganthy,.C 0 Beloved? n 


Tarr Books of Sol ono lie more bd | 
and open to common Underſtanding; but as 


none enter'd into the Holy of Holies, but the High- 
A fn 2 Prieſt ;. 
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Prieſt; ſo none can enter into the Myſtery of this 


Song of Songs,” but ſuch as have Communion with 
Chrif. | | 


Sonos, and N Marriage-Songs, "Ea to 
expreſs. Mens awn Joys, and the Praiſes oſ others. 
So this Book” contains the mutual Joys and mu- 
tual Praiſes betwixt Chri and his Church. And 
as Chriſt and his Church are the greateſt Perſons 
that partake of human Nature, ſo whatſoever is 
excellent in the whole World, is borrowed: to {ct 
out tho Excellencies of theſe two great Lovers. 


Ir is called: Soloms?'s Song, who, next unto 


Chriſt, was the greateſt Son of Wiſdom that ever 
the Church bred: But in this Argument there is 
no Danger for the d Wit to over · reach; for 


the 1 of the Love of Chriſ to his Church 


is above, all e. The Angels themſelves 
may admire it, tho they cannot comprehend it. 
It may well therefore he called the Song of Solomon; 
the cellent a Man of the deepeſt 
Apprehenſion, and of the higheſt Matters, the In- 
tercourſe betwixt Chriſt, e Lord of Lords, 
and his beſt beloved Spouſe. 


THERE are divers Things in this * at which 
a corrupt Heart, (unto which all Things are defil- 
ed): may take Offence ; but to the Pare all Things 
are — Such a ſinful Abuſe of this heavenly 
Book, is far from the Intention of the Holy Ghoſt 
in it, which is, by TOOping low to 75 to 5855 us 
higher unto Him; that by taki vantage of 
the ſweeteſt Paſſage of our ! Life Tan 
the moſt delightful Affection Ya — in the ſweet- 
eſt Manner of Expreſſion (a 
ry eee POT: 


ature. 


. 
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As amongſt other Ways of Mortification, there 
are two remarkable ones; 1. By imbittering all 
carthly Things unto us, whereby the Affections 
are deadncd to them. And, 2. By ſhewing more 
excellent Objects; that the Soul iſſuing more lar 
ly and ſtrongly into them, may die unto other 
Things: So the holy Spirit hath choſen this Wa 
in this Song, by elevating our Love, to take it o 
from other 'Things, that ſo it might run in its right 
Channel. | 


Sou think this Song contains a Story of the 
Church in ſeveral Ages: But howſoever that be, 
it hinders not, but that moſt Paſſages of it agree 
to the ſpiritual State of the Church in every Age. 


In this Song there is, 
1. A STRONG Deſire of the Church of nearer 
Communion with Chr; and then, 
2. SOME Dectining in Affection. 1 
3. AFTER this we have her Recovery of Love; 
after which, „ ( 
4. Tus Church falls again into a Declining of 
Affection, whereupon follows a further 
Strangeneſs of Chr:/t to her; which conti- 
nues until, MI 2033 Þ 5 
5. Tur Church perceiving Chris conſtant Af- 
fection unto her, notwithſtanding; ber un- 
kind Dealing, recovers and cleaves faſter to 
Obri than ever before, Chap. til. 


Tuxsx Paſſages agree to the Experience of all 
Chriſtians. And this Obſervation - muſt carry 
Strength through this whole Song, that there is the 
lame Regard of the whole Church, and of every 
particular, Member, in Reſpect of the chief Privi- 
vileges and Graces that accompany Salvation. And 
x the whole Church is the Spouſe of Chriſs, fo is 


every 


F 
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every | particular, Chriſtian: And as the whole 
Church deſires ſtill nearer Communion with Chi, 
ſo doth every particular Member. 


Brok I come to treat of the Words here cho- 
ſen, I ſhall obſerve to you, that this Chapter is not 
fo well divided from the former, as it might have 
been; for it were better, that the laſt Verſe of the 
former Chapter were added to the Beginning of this. 
And therefore by Reaſon of the Connection of the 
one with the other, I will firſt ſpeak ſomewhat of 
that Verſe, to make Way for that which follows. 


Aale, O North-wind, and come thou South, 
blow upon my Garden, that the Spices theresf maj 
flow out. Let my Beloved come into his Garden, and 
eat his pleaſant Fruits. Cant. iv. 1060. 


Tur Words contain, 1. A Turning of Chri/?s 
Speech to the Winds to blow upon his Garden. 
Wich the End why; That the Spices theres ma) 
ow out, 2. We have an Invitation of Ch by 
the Church to come into his Garden: With the. 


End To eat his fleaſant Fruits, 


"Ir may be a Queſtion, whether this Command 
be the Words of Cbriſi, or the Deſire of his Spoute. 
But it js certain, the Words are ſpoken by Chr:/; 
becauſe He calls it, My Garden; and the Church 
afterwards invites Him to eat of HIs pleaſant Frui, 
not HER's : And yet the Words may be likewiſe 
an Anſwer to a former ſecret Deſire of the Church. 


TE Order is this: The Church being ſenſible 
of ſome Deadneſs of Spirit, ſecretly deſires ſome 
further Quickning. Chri/t then anſwers thoſe De- 
fires, by commanding the Winds to blow up! 


a ai bel 
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her. For, ordinarily Chriſi firſt ſtirs up Deſires, 
and then anſwers the Deſires of his own Spirit. 


For the firſt Point named, we ſee here, that 
Chri/t ſends forth his Spirit, with Command to all 
Neans, under the Name of North and South Wind, 
to further the Fruitfulneſs of his Church. The 
Wind is Nature's Fan. What the Winds are to 
the Garden, that the Spirit of Chriſs, in the Uſe of 
Means, is to the Soul. | 


From Chriffs commanding the Winds, we may 
in general obſerve, that all Creatures ſtand in Obe- 
» W dience to Chriſ, as ready at a Word, whenſoever 
be ſpeaks to them. They are all, as it were, aſleep 
until He awakes them. He can call for the Wind 
out of his Treaſures when He pleaſes; He holds 
them in his Fiſt. Which may comfort all thoſe 
chat are Chriff's, that they are under one that hath 
: all Creatures at his Beck to do them Service, and 
tit his Check to do them no Harm. This drew the 
'W Diſciples in Admiration to ſay; bat Manner of 
Aan is this, that even the Winds and the Seas obey 
Him! And cannot the ſame Power ſtill the Winds 
and Waves of the Churches and States, and cauſe 
adden Calm, if (as the Diſciples) we awake Him 
* WH with our Prayers. | | 


AGAIN : In that Chrift fpeaks to Winds, con- 
trary one to another, both in Regard of the Coaſts 
from whence they blow, and in their Quality; yet 
both of which are neceſſary for the Garden; we 
ſee, that the Courſes that Chris takes, and the 
Means that He uſeth with his C — may ſeem 
contrary, but by a wiſe Ordering all agree in the 
wholeſome Iſſue. A proſperous and an afflicted 
Condition are contrary; a mild and a ſharp Courſe 
ſeem to croſs one another; yet they ſweetly agree 
Vor. X 8 in 
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un this, That as the Church needeth both, ſo Chrift 
uſes both for the Church's Good. The North is a 


nipping Wind, and the South a cheriſhing Wind; 


theretore the South- Wind is the welcomer after the 
North-Wind hath blown. But howſoever, all 


Things are ours, Il hetber Paul, er Apollos, er Ce- 


phas, or the I/orld, or Life or Death, or Things pre- 


ent, or Things to come. 1 Cor. iii. 21. All Things 


work together for Good to us, being in Chriſt. 


- Hence it is, that the manifold Wiſdom of 


Cbriſi maketh Uſe of ſuch Variety of Conditions; 
and hence it is, that the Spirit of Crit is mild in 
ſome Men's Miniſtries, and ſharp in others. Nay, 
both mild and ſharp in the very ſame Miniſter, as 
the State of the Soul they have to deal withall re- 


- SOMETIMES again, the People of Gop necd 
Purging, and - ſometimes Refreſhing; Whereupon 
the Spirit of Go carries itſelf ſuitably to both 
Conditions: And the Spirit in the Godly themſelvcs 
draws Good out of every Condition: Sure they are, 
that all Winds blow them Good; and were it not 
for their Good, no Winds ſhould blow upon them. 
But as theſe "Times of ours, by long Peace and Plen- 
ty, = cold, heavy and ſecure, we need all Kinds 
of Winds to blow upon us, and all little enough. 
Time was when we were more quick and, 7 
but now the Heat of our Spirits is abated: We 
muſt therefore take Heed of it, and quicken. thoſe 
Things that are ready to die; or elſe inſtead of the 
North and South Wind, Cop will ſend an Eaſt 


L 1 4% Ws BY. W295 f: WT $1 - 9 $4 *x*;5 
Ada, if Chrit can bind up, or let looſe all 


Kind of Winds at his Pleaſure, we ſhould remem- 
ber, that if Means be wanting or fruitleſs, J. 415 


? 


— 
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that ſays to the Clouds, drop not; and to the Winds, 


blav not Therefore we muſt acknowledge Him in 
Want or Plenty of Means. The Spirit of Chriſt 
in the Uſe of Means is a free Agent; ſometimes it 
blows ſtrongly, ſometimes more mildiy, ſometimes 
not at all. No Creature hath theſe Winds in a 
Bag at. COmmand; and therefore it is — to 
yield to the Gales of the Spirit. 


Fo x the clear Underſtandi ing of what we are to 
ſpeak of, let us obſerve, r. Why the Spirit of Gop 
in the Uſe of the Means is compared to Wind. 
And then, 2. VE" r uten is compared to a 


Garden. 


Taz Spirit of Gon is ns to Wind, in 
Reſpect, 1. That as the Wind bloweth where it lijt- 
eth; ſo the Spirit of Go p blows freely. 2. That 
as the Wind (eſpecially the North-Wind) hath a 
cleanſing Force; ſo the Spirit of Go p purgeth our 
Hearts from dead Works to ſerve the Living Go Dd. 

3- That as the Wind diſperſetb and ſcattereth 
Clouds, and makes a Serenity in the Air; fo doth 
thc Sp-rit diſperſe ſuch Clouds, as Corruption and 
Satan raiſe up in the Soul, that we may clearly ſee 
the Face of God in Jeſus Chriſt. 4. That as the 
Wind hath a cooling and a tempering Quality, and 


tempers the Diſtemper of Nature, (as in ſome hot 


Countries there are yearly Winds, which blow in 
Summer, temperi "ithe eat); ſo the Spirit of 
Gop allayeth the row: ow of fiery Temptations, and 
bringeth the Soul into a Temper. 5. That 
as the Wind being ſubtil ſearcheth into every Cor- 
ner; ſo the Spirit is of a ſearching Nature, and diſ- 
cerneth betwixt the Joints and the Marrow, be- 
twixt the Fleſh and the Spirit; ſearching thoſe hid- 
den Wr that Nature could never have 
vans out. 6. That as the Wind again bears 

8 2 don 
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| down all before it, beats down Houſes and Trees, 


like the Cedars in Lebanon, turns them up by the 

Roots, and lays all flat; ſo the Spirit is mighty in 

Operation; there is no ſtanding before it: It brings 

down Mountains, and every high Thing that ex- 

alts itſelf, and lays them level: Nay, the Roman, 

— thoſe other mighty Empires, could not ſtand be- 
OTE It. "47 | | 


OsskR vx here the Order of Things one under 
another: To the proſpering of a Flower or Plant 
in a Garden, not only Soil is needful, but Air and 


Wind alſo, and the Influence of Heaven; and 


Gop commanding all, as here, the Winds to blow 
upon his Garden. So in Spiritual Things there is 
a Chain of Cauſes and Effects : Prayer comes from 
Faith, Rem. x. 14. Faith from the Hearing of 
the Word; Hearing from a Preacher, by whom 
Gop by his Spirit blows upon the Heart and 2 
Preacher from Gop's Sending. And if the Gop 
of Nature ſhould but take away one Link of Na- 
ture's Chain, the whole Frame would be diſturbed. 


WELL ! That which Chriff commands here, is, 
for the Winds to blow upon his Garden, And 
we need Blowing, our Spirits will be becalmed elſe; 
and Satan will be ſure by himſelf, and ſuch as are 
his Bellows, to blow up the Seeds of ſinful Luſts 
in us. For, there are two Spirits in the Church; 
the one always blowing againſt the other. I here- 
fore the beſt had need to be ſtirred up; otherwik, 
with doſes, their Hands will fall down. 


Now we need Blowing: 


1. In Regard of our Natural Inability. 
2. In Regard of our Dullneſs and Heavineſs clea- 
ving to Nature occaſionally. 


* 
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3. Ix Regard of contrary Winds from without: 
For Satan hath his Bellows filled with his 
10 that hinder the Work of Grace all 
they can; ſo that we need not only Chriſts 
| Blowing, but alſo his Stopping other con- 
trary Winds that they blow not, Rev. vii. 1. 

4. Ix Regard of the Condition of the new Co- 
venant; wherein all Beginning, Growth, 
and Ending i is from Grace; and Nothing but 

.;; lace: 1 

F. BECAUSE old Gard without a freſh [EY 
_ ply, will not hold _ new 8 and 
24 ene 


- Trnkinnban when Chrift draws, let us run 
after Him; ; when He blows, let us open unto Him. 
It may be the laſt Blaſt that ever we ſhall have 
from Him. And let us ſet upon Duties with this 
Encouragement, that Chriſt will blow upon us; 
not only to prevent us, but alſo to maintain his 
own Graces in us. But Oh! where is this Stirring; 
vp of ourſelves, and one another upon theſe 
Grounds? 


2. Wu are to e Why the Church is com- 
pared to a Garden. Cbriſt uſes all Manner of 
Terms to. expreſs Himſelf and the State of the 
Church, to ſhew us, that whereſoever we are, we 
may have Occaſion of heavenly Thoughts. His. 
Church is his Temple when we are in the Temple; 
it is a Field when we are there; but more particu- 


hrly the Church is reſembled to a Garden: 2 K 


I. BECAUsE a Garden is taken 2 of the com- 
mon waſte Ground, to be appropriated to a more 
particular Uſe: So: the Church of 3 is taken 
out of the Wilderneſs of this waſte World, to a 
particular Uſe. It is in Reſpect of che Reſt, as 


83 Ceſben. 
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Geben to Egypt, wherein Light was, when al elſe 
was in Dar And indeed wherein doth the 


Church differ from other Grounds, but that Chri/? 


hath taken it in? It is the fame Soil as other 
Grounds are, S 
Spices and Herbs. 


2. Ix a Garden nothing comes up naturally of ; 
itſelf, but as it is planted: So Nothing is good in 


the Heart, but as it is planted by the heavenly 
Huſbandman. We need not. ſow the Wilderneſs, 


for Weeds proſper naturally. The Earth is a Mo- 


ther to Weeds, but a Step-mother to Herbs. 80 
evil Paſſions grow naturally, but Nothing grows 
in the Church, but as it is ſet by the \ Hand. of 


3. Fun run, in a Garden there is Variety of 
Flowers and Spices; fo in a Chriſtian there is Some- 
what of every Grace. As ſome cannot hear of a 
curious Flower, but they will have it in their Gar- 
den; ſo a Chriſtian cannot hear of any Grace, but 
he labours to obtain it; he labours for Graces for 
all Occaſions. He hath for Proſperity, Tempe- 
rance and Sobriety; for Adverſity „Patience and 
Hope; for thoſe t are above. + 6-4 he hath Re- 


ſpect and Obedience; and for thoſe under him, 


ſuitable Uſage in all Conditions of Chriſtianity: 


For the Spirit of Goo e Is 3 


al ſpiritual good Things. + 


4. AGAIN, of all other Places we moſt delight 
in our Gardens, and take Care thereof for Fencing, 
Weeding, Watering and Planting: 80 Cbriſis 


chief Care and ight is for his Church. He 
walks in the Midſt of the ſeven golden Candlefiichs; i 
and if He defend and protect States, is Gat Wop | 
4a Wc Ius 
5 LasrTLY, 
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5. LasTLY, A Garden ſtands always in need of 
Weeding and Dreſſing ; continual Labour muſt be 
beſtowed upon it; ſo in the Church and Hearts of 
Chriſtians, - Chri/# hath always Somewhat to do, 
we ſhould elſe ſoon be over-grown and turn wild: 
In all which, and the like Reſpects, Chriſ calleth 
* the Winds to blow upon his Garden. 


Now to make Uſe of this: If the Church be a 
ſevered Portion, Ve ſhould walk, as Men 6 de e 
vered Condition from the World; not as 


the World, but as Chriſtians; to make good — 
we are ſo, by feeling the Graces of God's Spirit 
in ſome comfortable — that ſo Chri may 
delight to dwell with us; and by being ſubject to 


il 


his Pruning and Drefling. For, it is ſo far from 
| being an ill Sign, that Corif is at Coſt with us, 
in following us with Affliction, that it is rather a 
ſure Si his Love. For the Care of this bleſ- 
ſed * is en 91 as to nn us 

— | 


Lix EwISE, 10 us learn 8 not to deſpiſe 
any Nation or Perſon; ſeeing Go p can take out 
of the waſte Wikdernes whom He will, and n 
the Oe « an _ 


bu Duns Jet us bleſs Don: for 9 4 
our Lot hath fallen into ſuch a pleaſant Place, to 
be planted i in the Chucky the Face 1 * $ 


Delight. 


. - And this alſo ſhould 1 move us * be froifal; fab 
tho Men will endure a fruitleſs Tree in the Wil- 
derneſs, yet who will endure it in their Garden? 
KW Dignity mould mind us of It is ſtrange td 
be fruitleſs and barren in this Place that we live 


in; being water'd with the Dew of Heaven, _ 
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the ſweet Influence of the Means. How ſearſully 


is this fruitleſs Eſtate threatened by the oy 


Ghoſt? Heb: vi. 8. It is faid to be near unto Cur 


ing and Burning. And John Baprift declares, E- 
very Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit is hewn 


down, and c into the Fire, Matt. iii. 10. 55 


LasSTLy, in that the Church is called Chri/?'s 
Garden, this may ſtrengthen our Faith in God's 
Care and Protection. The Church may ſeem to 
lie open to all Incurſions, but it hath an inviſible 


Hedge about it, a Wall without it, and a Well 


within it. Gop Himſelf is a Wall of Fire about 
it, and his Spirit a Well of Living Waters running 
through it, to refrefh and comfort it. As it was 
ſaid of Canaan, ſo it may be ſaid of the Church, 
The Eye of the Lord is upon it all the Year 
long, and He waters it continually. - From which 
eſpecial Care of Gop over it, this is a good Plea 
for us co Gon, EL am Thine, ſave me; Jam a 
Plant of thine own ſetting, nothing is in me, but 
what is thine, therefore cheriſh what is thine. 
80 for the whole Church, the Plea is good; the 
Church is thine; fence it, water it, defend it, 
keep the wild Boar out of it. Therefore the Ene- 
mies thereof ſhall one Day know, what it is to make 
a Breach upon God's Vineyard. In the mean 
Time let us labour to keep our Hearts as a Garden, 
that nothing that defileth may enter. 


LET us next conſider, the End of this Blowing 
upon the Garden; which is, you ſee, That the 
Spices thereof may flow out. Good Things lie dead 
and bound up in us, unleſs the Spirit let them out. 


We ebb and flow, open and ſhut, as the Spirit 
 dlows upon us. Without Blowing, no Flowing. 
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WE 1 obſerve ſrom hence, That we need 
not only Grace to put Life into us at the firſt, 
but likewiſe Grace to quicken and draw forth that 
Grace that we have. This is the Difference be- 
twixt Man's Blowing and the Spirit's: Man when 
he blows (if Grace be not there before) ſpends all 
his Labour upon a dead Coal, which he cannot 
make take Fire: But the Spirit firſt kindles a hol 
Fire, and then encreaſes the Flame. Chriſt had, 
in the Uſe of Means, wrought on the Church be- 
fore, and now further promoteth his own Work. 
We muſt firſt take in, and then ſend out: Firſt, 
be Ciſterns to contain, and then, Conduits to con- 
vey. The Wind firſt blows, and then the Spices 
of the Church flow out. We are firſt ſweet in 
ourſelves, and then ſweet to others. 


We ſee further from hence, That it is not e- 
nough to be good in ourſelves, but our Goodneſs 

muſt flow out; that is, ſtream forth for the Good 
of others. We muſt labour to be (as was faid of 
John) burning and ſhining Chriſtians: For Ghrift 
is not like a Box of Ointment: ſhut up; but like 
that Box of Ointment that Mary pour'd out, which 
perfumes the whole Houſe. For the Spirit is herein 
like Wind, it carries the ſweet Savour of Grace 
to others. A Chriſtian, ſo ſoon as He finds any 
Rooting in Go p, is of a ſpreading Diſpoſition, - 
and makes the Place he lives in the better for him. 
The whole Body is better for every good Member; 
and, as we. ſee in One/imus, the meaneſt Perſons, 
when they become to be good, are uſeful and profit- 
able. Then we have what we have to purpoſe, when 
others have Occaſion to bleſs Gop for us, for con- 
veying Comfort to them by us. And for our Fur- 
therance herein, the Winds are called upon to 
awake, and blow upon Chr:i/t's Garden, that the 
Spices thereof may flow out. n 


Hence 
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Hence we ſee alſo, That Gop delights to add 
Encouragement to Encouragemient, to maintain 
new Setters out in Religion. He doth not only 
give them a Stock of Grace at the Beginning, but 
alſo helps them to Trade. He is not only A pba, 
but Omega unto them; the Beginning and the End- 
ing. He doth not only plant Graces, but alſo 
watereth and cheriſheth them. Where the Spirit 
of Chri/t is, it is an encouraging Spirit: For it 
not only infuſeth Grace, but alſo ſtirs it up, that 
we may be ready prepared for e ood Work. 
The Spirit muſt bring all into Exerciſe, elſe Grace 
will lie afleep. We need a prefent Spirit to do 
every Good: Not only the Will, but the Deed is 
from the Spirit. This ſhould excite us to go to 


Chri/t, that He may ſtir up his own Graces in us, 


| that they may flow out. 


LerT * labour then in nd dees to be full of 


Goodneſs, that ſo we may be fitted to do Good to 
all. As Gop is good and does Good to all, fo 
muſt we ſtrive to be as like Him as may be. In 


which Caſe for others Sake, we muſt pray, that 


Gop would make the Winds to blow out fully 
upon us, that our Spices may flow out for their 
Good. Thus far of Chri/fs Command to the 
North and South Mind to awake and blow upon his 
Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow out. 


I the next Place we have, Chri/?'s Invitation 
Dy the Church to come into his Garden; with the 

nd thereof, to eat his pleaſant Fruits. Let my 
Beloved come into his Garden, and eat his pleaſant 


Fruits. 


Tusk Words ſhew, the Church's gute De- 
fire of Chri/?'s Preſence, to delight in the Graces 
of his own Spirit in her. She invites him n 
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and take Delight in the Graces of his own Spirit. 

And ſhe calls him Beloved, becauſe all her Love is 

ſpent on Chri/t, who gave Himſelf to a curſed 

Death for her. Our Love ſhould run no other 
Way, therefore the Church calls Chriſt her Be- 

loved. Chrift was there before, but ſhe deſires a 

further Preſence of Him: Whence we may ob- 
ſerve; 3 wats: | 


WHERESOEVER Grace is truly hanna, there is 
till a further Deſire of Chris Preſence, and Ap- 
proaching daily more and more to the Soul. The 
Church never thinks Chri/t near enough, until ſhe 
be in Heaven. The Bride always cryeth, Came 
LorD Jeſus, come quickly. Now theſe 5 ces of 

Chrif's Approaches to the Soul until his ſecond 
Coming, are, That He may maniſeſt Himſelf 
more and more in defending, comforting, and ena- 
bling his Church with Grace: Every further Ma- 
nifeſtation of his Ved is a further Coming. 


« BoT why i is the Church thus earneſt?” F il, 
becauſe Grace helps to ſee our Need of Chri/f and 
ſo helps us to prize Him the more; which high 
Eſteem breeds an earneſt Deſire after Him, and a 
Deſire of further Likeneſs to Him. And, Second- 
ly, becauſe the Church well knows, that when 
Chrift comes to the Soul, He comes not alone, 
but with his Spirit; and his Spirit with Abundance 
of Peace and Comfort. This ſhe knows, what 
Need ſhe hath of his Preſence, that without Him 
there is no comfortable Living: For whereſoever 
He is, He makes the Soul a Kind of ben and 
all Conditions of Life comfortable. i 


_ Hence we _ that thoſe that do a 
| the Preſence of Chriſt in his Ordinances; are (it is 
CRY 99 das: 


never 
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ever blew upon "The Spirit in whe'Spbuleris ah. 


ways ſaying to Chris, Come. It is from the Spirit, 

that we deſire more of the Spirit; and from the 

Preſence of Chriſt, that we deſire à further Pre- 
ſence and Communion with Him. 


| Now let us conſider the End and Reaſon why 
Chri/t is deſired by the Church to come into his 
Garden, and that is, to eat his pleaſant Fruits; or, 
in other Words, to give Him ntment. 


Axxp is it not fit that Cr /g ſhould eat the Fruit 
of his own Vine, have Comfort of his own Gar- 
den, taſte his own Fruits? The only Delight Chri/t 


hath in the World, is in his Garden: And that He 


might take the more Delight in it, He makes it 
fruitful; and thoſe Fruits are precious Fruits, as 
owing from Plants ſet by his own Hand, reliſt- 
ing of his own Spirit, and fo fitted for his Taſte. 
Now the Church knowing the Fruits of Grace in 
her Heart, deſireth that Chriſ would delight in his 
own Graces, and kindly accept of what ſhe pre- 
ſented Him with. 3 


W x ſee from hence, that a ious Heart is 

' privy to its own Grace and Sincerity; and fo far as 
it is privy, is bold with Chi in a ſweet and re- 
verent Manner. So much Sincerity, ſo much 
Confidence. If our Heart condemn us not of In- 


—_ * * 


Betwixt Chriſt and his Church. 217 
Church, and ſhe runs after Him. The Fire of Love 
mel:s more than the Fire of Afictian. Again, we 
may ſee here in the Church a Carefulneſs to pleaſe 
Ghrift. As it is the Duty, ſo it is the Diſpolition 
of. the Church of Chri/t to pleaſe her Huſband, 


THvs far of the Church's Invitation of Cbriſt 
into his Garden: Now follows his gracious An- 
ſwer in the firſt- Verſe of this fifth Chapter: / 
am come into my Garden, my Siſter, my Spouſe, 1 
have gathered my Myrrh with my Spice : I have eaten 
my Honey-Comb with my Honey: I have drunk my 
Il ine with my Milk: Eat, O Friends; drink, yca, 
| drink abundantly, O Beloved! 


TES Words contain in them, an Anſwer to 
the Deſire of the Church, in the latter Part of the 
Verſe formerly handled; And then, Ver. 2. is ſet 
forth, the ſecure State of the Church at this Time; 
I fleep, but my Heart waketh. In ſetting down 
whereof, the Holy Ghoſt here by Salomon ſhews 
likewiſe, the loving Intercourſe betwixt Chrift and 
the Church. Chri/? upon the ſecure State of the 

Church deſires her, To open unto Him, Ver. 2. 
Which Deſire of Chr:ift is put off with poor and 
Nender Excuſes, Ver. 3. I have put off my Coat, how 
/hall I put it on? I have waſhed my Feet, how hall 
J defile them? The Conſequence. of theſe Excuſes 
is, that Chri/t goes away from the Church, Ver. 6. 
I opened to my Beloved, but my Beloved bad with- 
drawn Himfeif, and was gane. Whereupon the is 
reſtleſs, and enquires after Chri/t from the Watch- 
men, who miſuſe, wound ber, and take away her 
Vail from her, Ver. Fo in ovate ee 


However the Church ſor all this gives not 
over ſearching after Chriſt, but aſks the Daughters 
of b Ki what was become of her Beloved, 

ET * X: | *” Ver. 


218 The Union and Communion 


— 8. and withall in a few Words, but full of 

rge Expreſſion, ſhe relates her Caſe unto them, 
— ſhe was /ich of Love; and ſo chargeth them 
to tell her Beloved, if they find Him. Whereupon 
a Queſtion is moved by them, Ver. 9. I hut is thy 
Beloved, more than anether Beloved? She takes Occa- 
ſion hence (being ſull of Love, which is glad of all 
_ Occafions,) to ſpeak of Him, to burſt forth into his 
Praiſes, from Ver. 10, to the End of this Chapter. 


Tux Church here in her Encomiums of Chr; ih, 
ſets Him forth, 1. In general; beyond ( iſon 
above all others, to be the chiefeft among ten — 
Verſe 10. And 2. In particular; deſcribing Him, 
as lovely in every Part and Feature. The Iſſue 
whereof was, that the Daughters of Jeruſalem be- 
came likewiſe enamour'd with Him, Chap. vi. 1. 
And thereupon alſo enquire after Him: J#hither is 
thy Belzoved gone? Whither is thy Beloved turned a- 
fide? Tell us, that toe may feek Him with thee. 


Uros this Demand the Church . A 
' Beloved is gone down into the Garden, to the Beds of 
Gap. 655 to feed in the Gardens, and to er Lillies. 
— vi. 2. And then makes a triumphant Cloſe, 
3. I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine: 


2 feeds among the Lillies. All which will better 


dert in the articulars themſelves. 


Tux firſt Thing then which offereth iKſelf to our 
Conſideration is, Chriff's Anſwer to the Church's 
Invitation; I am come” into my Garden, my Sifter, 
my Spouſe, te, e my 22 my 1 
¶ have eaten my Honey-Comb tuit 

drark my Il ine — my Milk: "Roe O01 Fr — 
drinks you drink abundantly, O Beloved ! © 
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Ix this Verſe we have, I. Chriſt's Anſwer to the 
Church's Petition: I am come into my Garden. II. 
A Deſcription of the Church: My Sifter, my Spouſe. 
IH. Chri/f's Acceptation of what He had gotten 
there; I have gathered my Myrrh with my Spice; 
I have eaten my Floney-Comb with my Honey. IV. 
An Invitation of all Chri/?'s Friends to an abundant 
Feaſt : Eat O Friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, 
O Beloved! e 7" 


I. In that Chrif# makes ſuch an Anſwer unto 
the Church's Invitation, I am come into my Garden, 
We ſee, that Chri# comes into his Garden. Lis 
much that He that hath Heaven to delight in, will 
dclight to dwell among the Sons of ſinful Men; but 
this He doth for us, and fo takes Notice of the 
Church's Petition, Let my Beloved come into his Gur- 
den, and eat his pleaſant Fruit: The right Speech 
of the Church that gives all to Chrift; who, when 
ſhe hath made ſuch a Petition, hears it. 


Gon firſt of all makes his Church lovely, plant- 
eth good Things therein, and then ſtirs. up in her 
good. Deſires; both Fitneſs to pray for an inward 
Diſpoſition and holy Deſires: After which, Chry/# - 
hearing the. Voice of his own Spirit in her, and re- 
garding his own Preparations, anſwers them graci- 
ouſly. Whence we may obſerve, that, Gos ſtirs 
up holy Deſires in us, and then anſwers the Deſires 
of his holy Spirit in us. 


Lr this therefore be a ſingular Comfort to us, 
that as in all Wants, ſo in that of Friends, When 
we have none to go to, yet we have Gon, to whom 
we may freely pour out our Hearts; there being no 
Place in the World that can reſtrain us from his 

reſence, or his Spirit from uus. 


= 
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AGAIN; if Gop be thus ready to prepare our 
Hearts, and his Ear to hearken thereunto, let us ſtir 
up our Hearts to make Uſe of our Privileges. What 
a Prerogative is it for a Favourite to have the Ear 
of his Prince? Him we account happy. | Surely 
he is much more happy that hath Gop's Ear; that 
hath Gop to be his Father in the Covenant of 
Grace; that hath Him reconciled, and can upon 
all Occaſions pour out his Heart before Him, who 
is merciful and faithful, wiſe and moſt able to help 
us. Why are we diſcouraged therefore? and why 
are we caſt down? when we have ſuch a gracious 
Gop to go ta in all our Extremities. He that can 
pray, can never be uncomfortable. 


Tuis ſhould alſo ſtir us up to keep our Peace 
with Gop, that ſo we may always have Acceſs unto 
Him, and Communion with Him. What a fad 
Caſe is it to loſe other Comforts, and to be in ſuch 
a State, that we cannot go to Gop with any Bold- 
neſs? It is the greateſt Loſs of all, when we have 
toft the Spirit of Prayer.” For if we loſe other 
Things, we may recover 'them by Prayer : But 
when we have loſt this Boldneſs to go to Gop, and 
are afraid to look Him in the Face, (as Malefacton 
the Judge) this is a woful State indeed. 


Nov there are divers Caſes wherein the Soul is 
not in a State fit for Prayer. As that firſt, JF / 
regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lok will not re- 
gard my Prayer. If a Man purpoſeth to live in any 

Vin againſt Gop, He will not regard his Prayer. 
Therefore we muſt come with a reſolute Purpoſe 
to break off all ſinful Courſes, and to give up our- 
ſelves to the Guidance of God's Spirit. And this 
will be a forcible Reaſon to move us thereunto, 
becauſe ſo long as we live in any known Sin, Gon 


neither 
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ncither re 5 us nor our Prayers. The "v7 Sa- 
erifice of the Wicked is abonunable. | 


ANOTHER Caſe is, when we will not forgive 
others. We know it is directly ſet down in the 


| Lord's Prayer, 7 5 us Our Treſpaſs, « as we 


forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, Matt. vi. 12. 
and there is further added, ver. 15. F you Lee 
not Men their Treſpaſſes neither will your heavenly 
Father forgive you. If our Hearts tell us, we have 
no Diſpoſition to be at Peace and Agreement, then 
we do but take Gop's Name in vain, when we 
aſk Him to forgive our Sins. Shall T1 look for 
Mercy that have no merciful Heart myſelf? Can 
I hope to find that from Gop, that others cannot 


find from me? Neither is it ſufficient to avoid 


Grudging and Malice againſt others; ; but we muſt 
look that they have not — to grudge againſt us. 
If thau brin "by C ift to the he there remem- 
770 that Brot hath ought againſt thee, leave 
— thy Gift before the „ and go thy Way ; fir/# 
be reconciled to thy Brother, and then come and «fer 
19 Gift, Matt. v. 23. So that if we do not fee 

Reconciliation with Men, unto whom we have done 
Wrong, Gop will not be reconciled to us, hor 
accept any Seryice from us. 


Bur here may be aſked, dc How ſhall I know 
whether Gon regards my Prayers or not?” f. 
When He grants the Thing prayed for, or enlarg- 
eth out Hearts to pray ftill. 4 is a greater Giſt 
than the Thing itſelf we beg, to have a Spirit ot 
Prayer with a Heart enlarged: For as long as the 
Heart is = ed to Prayer, it is a Sign that Gop 
hath a ſpecial Regard of us, and will grant our Pe- 
tition in the beſt and fitteſt Time. 2. When He 
anſwers us in a better and higher Kind: As Paul, 


when he pray'd for the Taking away of the Thorns 
| EY of 
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of the Fleſh, had Promiſes of ſufficient Grace. 
And, 3. When He pives us inward Peate, — 
He give not the Thing we deſired : So though | 

anſwers not our Prayers in particular; yet He 
vouchſafes inwards Peace unto us: The Peace of 
God, which paſſeth all Under/tanding, guards our 
Hearts and Mis in the Knowledge: and Love of 
Go, aſſuring us that it ſhall go well with us. And 
thus in not Hearing our Prayers, yet we have 
our Hearts Defire, when Gop's Will is made 
known. And is not this ſufficient for a Chriſtian, 
either to have the Thing, or to have inward Peace, 
with Aſſurance that it ſhall go better with him, 
than if he had it; with a Spirit enlarged to pray, 
*till he have the Thing prayed for? For if any of 
theſe be given, Gop reſpects our Prayers. Y 


AGain, in that Chrift is thus y to come 
unto his Garden upon the Church's Invitation, we 
may further obſerve, That Chriſi is ready to vouch- 
fafe his gracious Preſence to his Children, that call 


Bur ſome may ſay, How ſhall we know that 
Chrift is preſent in us?” We may know it in the 
Word and Sacraments, and in the Communion of 
Saints; for theſe are the Conveyances whereby He 
manifefts Himſelf, As we need not take the Sun 
from Heaven, to know whether it be Day ; which 
may be known by the Light, Heat, and Fruitful- 
neſs of the Creature: And as in the Spring, we 
need not look to the Heaven to ſee whether the Sun 
be come near us or not; for looking on the Earth, 
we may ſee all green, freſh, lively and vigorous: 
So it is with the Preſence of Chris; we may know 
He is preſent, by that Light which is in the Soul: 
And there is together with Light, a Heat above 
Nature; the Affections are kindled to love the beſt 
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Things, and to join in them: And together with 
Heat there is Strength and Vigour to carry us to 
ſpiritual Duties, framing us to a holy Communion 
with Gop, and one another: And there is eve 
Way Cheerfulneſs and Enlargement of Spirit; as it 
is with the Creature when the Sun approacheth. 
For theſe Cauſes the Church deſires Chr:/?, that ſhe 
may have more Light, Life, Heat, V igour, Strength, 
and that ſhe may be more cheerful and fruitful in 
Duties. The Soul, when it is once made ſpiritual, 
doth ſtill deſire a further and further Preſence of 
Chri/t, to be made better and better. 


 Waar a Comfort is this to Chriſtians, that they 
have the Preſence of Chri/t ſo far, as ſhall make 
them happy? Nothing but Heaven (or rather Ghri/t 
in Heaven) itſelf, will content the Children of Gon. 
In the mean Time his Preſence in the Congregati- 
on, makes their Souls, as it were, Heaven. If the 
King's Preſence, who carries the Court with him, 
makes all Places where he is, a Court: So Chrift 
carries a Kind of Heaven with Him, whereſoever 
He is: His Preſence hath with it Life, Light, Com- 
fort, Strength and all. For one Beam of his Coun- 
tenance will ſcatter all the Clouds of Grief what- 
ſoever. It is no Matter where we be, ſo Chriſt be 
with us. If we are with the three Children in a 
fiery Furnace, it is no Matter, if a Fourth be there 
alſo. If Chrift be with us, Nothing ſhall hurt us. 
In a Dungeon, if Chri/?'s Preſence be there by his 
Spirit, all is comfortable: It changeth the Nature 
of all Things, ſweetneth every Thing. 


II. Le r us next conſider, the Deſcription of the 
Church, My Sifter, my Spouſe. In theſe ſweet 
Compellations, there is both Afﬀinity and Conſan- 
guinity; 1. His Siſter, by Blood; 2. His 5 e 


hy 2 
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by Marriage; en 
Cirif and Chrift to us, 


r. WE may obſerve from hence, that Chr it is 
our Brother, — the Church and every Member 
thereof is his Siſter. 7 go (faith Chrifty to my Fa- 
ther, and to your Father, to my God and to your 
Gop. Go (Aich He) and tell my Brethren, 1 his 
was aſter his Reſurrection: His Advancement did 
not change his Diſpoſition: Go, tell my Brethren 
that left me ſo unkindly; go tell Peter that was 
moſt unkind of all, moſt caſt down with the 
Senſe of it. He became our Brother by Incarna- 
tion: For, all our Union is from the Union of 
two Natures in one Perſon, Chrift became Bone 
be ve! het of our Fleſh, to make us 
piritually Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, 


Therefore, let as labour. te-he like 10 Him, who for 


that Purpoſe became like to us, Immanuel, Gon 


f the Divine Nature. 


nnter was not aſhamed to cal us ; Brethren, 
nor abhorred the Virgin 's Womb: He took our 
_ baſe Nature; and not — our Nature, but our 

Curſe. He was not aſhamed of us, and ſhall we 
beaſhamed to own Him? Againſt this Cowardice, 
our Saviour pronounceth this Thunderbolt: V. 
that is aſbamed of Me before Men, Him will I be 
aſhamed 7. dre my pps ane vt 55. . 


vili. 


Tuis ſhould be a Motive to have good Chri- 
ſtians in high Eſtimation, and to take Heed how 
we wr 


Part. Saul, Soul, why perſecuteft thou Me? faith 
the Head in Heaven, when his Members were 
trodden upon Earth. It is more to wrong a 2555 

lan; 


with us, that we might be 1; * aa 


them; for their Brother will take their 
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ftian, than the World imagines; for Chriſt takes 
it as done to Himſelf. Alſalom was a Man wicked 
and unnatural, yet he could not endure the Wrong 
done to his Siſter Thamar: And hath Chr//# no 
Affections, think you, now He is in Heaven, to 
her that is ſo near Him as the Church is? Howſo- 
ever He ſuffer Men to tyrannize over her for a- 
while, yet it will appear e'er long, that He will 
take the Church's Part, for He is our Brother. 


TRR Church is the Daughter of a King, begot- 
ten of Gop; the Siſter and Spouſe of a King, be- 
cauſe ſhe is the Siſter and Spouſe of Chr:/?, and the 

Mother of all that are ſpiritual Kings. "The Church 
of Chriſt is every Way royal. Therefore we are 
Kings, becauſe we are Chriſtians. Hence the Holy 
Ghoſt doth add here to Siſter, Spouſe: (Indeed, 
taking the Advantage of ſuch Relations as are moſt 
comfortable to ſet out the excellent Relation that 
is between * and his Church.) Riches, Beau- 
ty, Marriage, Nobility, and the like, are ſcarce 
worthy of their Names; theſe are but empty Things, 
thoꝰ our baſe Nature make great Matters of them; 
yet the Reality and Subſtance of all theſe are in 
heavenly Things. True Riches are the heavenly 
Graces; true Nobility is to be born of Gap, to 
be the Siſter and Spouſe of Chrz/?. True Pleaſures 
are thoſe of the Spirit, which endure forever, and 
will ſtand when all outward Comforts vaniſh. That 
myſtical Union is ſet down with ſuch Variety of 
Expreflions, to ſhew, that whatſoever is ſcattered 
in the Creature ſeverally, is in Him entirely. He 
is both a Friend and a Brother, a Head and a Huſ- 
band to us, therefore He takes the Names of all. 


2. WE may obſerve further from hence, That 
the Church is the Spouſe of Ci. It ſprings out 
of Him, as Eve out of Adam. The Spouſe of Chri/t 

4 p. i : > | was 
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was taken out of his Side, when it was pierced; 
the Church roſe out of his Blood and Death; for He 
redeem'd it, by ſatisfying Divine Juſtice. We 
were in ſuch a Condition, that Cbriſt muſt redeem 
us, before He could wed us. Firit, He muſt be 
incarnate in our Nature, before He could be a fit 
Huſband : And then, becauſe we were in Bonda 
and Captivity, we muſt be redeem'd before He 
could marry us. He purchaſed his Church with his 


own Blood. Ch hath a Right to us, for He bought 


us dearly. 


Le r us then oft think of this Nearneſs between 
_ Chrift and us, (if we have once given our Names 
to Him) and not be difcouraged for any Sin or 
Unworthineſs in us. Who ſues a Woman for a 
Debt when ſhe js married? Therefore anſwer all 
Accuſations thus: Go to Chrift; If you have any 
Thing to ſay to me, go to my Huſband. What a 
Comfort is this to a diſtrefled Conſcience? If Sin 
cannot diſmay us, which is the Cauſe of all Evil, 
what other Ill can diſmay us? He that exhorts us 
to bear with the Infirmities one 'of another, will 
not He bear with his Church (performing the Du- 

of an Huſband) in all her Infirmities? The De- 


re of - Chri/? is to make her better, and not to 


| eaſt her away for that which is amiſs. And for 


_ outward Ills, they are but to refine and make us 


more conformable to Chri/t our Huſband, to fit us 

for Heaven, the ſame Way that He went. They 

have a Bleſſing in them all, for He takes away all 

that is hurtful; He pities and keeps us as the Apple 

of his Eye. Therefore, let us often think of this, 

— 2 hath vouchfafed to take us ſo near to 
imſelf. 


AAN, if Chrift be ſo near us, let us labour 
for chaſt Affections; not cleaving to baſe Things. 


Our 


* o 4 . 
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Our Aﬀections are never rightly beſtowed, but 
when they are ſet upon Chriſi; and upon other 
Things as they ſtand with the Love of Chriſt. For 
the prime Love, when it is rightly beſtowed, ,or- 
ders and regulates all other Loves whatſoever. No 
Man knows how to uſe earthly Things, but a 
Chriſtian that hath firſt pitched his Love on Chriſ; 
and then ſeeing all Things in Him, and in all of 
them a Beam of that Love of his, intending Hap- 
pineſs to Him, he knows how to uſe every Thing 
in Order. Therefore let us keep our Communion 
| with Chrift, and eſteem nothing more than his 
Love, becauſe he eſteems nothing more than ours. 


III. Tax next Branch is, Chriſi's Acceptation, 
I, have gathered my Myrrh with my Spice: I have 
gathered my Honey-Comb with my Honey: I have 
drunk my Mine with my Milk. So that together 
with Chriſt's Preſence, Loom is a gracious Accepta- 
tion of the Proviſion of the Church, with a Delight 
in it, and withall a Bringing of more with him. 


THe Church had a double Deſire: 1. That 
Chrift would come to accept of what ſhe had for 
Him of his own Grace, which He had wrought in 
her Soul: And 2. She was alſo perſwaded, that He 
would not come empty, and only to accept of what 
was there; but alſo would bring Abundance of 
| Grace and Comfort with Him: Therefore ſhe de- 
| fires Acceptation and Increaſe: Both which Deſires 
he anſwers. He comes to his Garden, ſhews his 
Acceptation, and withall He brings more. I have 
gathered my Myrrh with my Spice: I have eaten my 
— with my Honey 7 have drunk my Wine 
with my Milk; that is, I have taken Contentment 
in hy Graces From whence we obſerve, that Gop 
accepts of the Graces of his Children, and delights 


in them. 


1 


Bur 


have offended ſome great 
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Bor if ſo be, that Gop accepts the Performan- 
ces and Graces, eſpecially the Prayers, of his Chil- 
dren; let it be an Argument to encourage us, to 


be much in all holy Duties. It would deaden the 


Heart to perform Service where it would not be ac- 
cepted. But when all that is good is accepted, and 


what is amiſs is pardoned; when a broken Deſire, 


'a Cup of cold Water ſhall not be unreſpected, nay, 
unrewarded, what can we defire more? It is Ink. 
delity, which is diſhonourable to Gop, and un- 
comfortable to ourſelves, that makes us fo barren 


and cold in Duties. | 


Ot x let our Care be to approve our Heart; 


unto Ghri/?, When our Hearts are right, we can- 


not but think lara ;196, of Chrift. Thoſe that 
erſons, are afraid when 


they hear from them, becauſe they think they arc 
diſpleaſing to them: So a Soul that is under the 


Guilt of any Sin, is ſo far from thinking that Gov 


accepts of it, that it looks to hear nothing from 
Him, but ſome Meſſage of Anger and Diſpleaſure. 


But one that preſerves Acquaintance, due Diſtance 


and Reſpect to a great Perſon, hears from him with 


Comfort: Before he breaks open a Letter, he ſup- 
poſes it comes from a Friend, one that loves him: 


So, as we would deſire to hear nothing but good 
News from Heaven, and Acceptation of all that 
we do, let us be careful to preſerve ourſelves in 2 
good State. 


Bor this is not all: Gop not only accepts, and 
delights in the Graces of his Children; but Chri/ 
likewiſe comes with an Enlargement of what He 
finds. It is not only true of his laſt Coming to 


judge the Quick and the Dead, I come, and my Re- 


ward is with me; but alſo of his intermediate Com- 


ings. When He comes to the Soul, He comes nt 


only 


* 
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only to ac what is there, but ſtill with his Re- 
ward, with Him, to recompenſe all that is good, 
with the Increaſe thereof. | EY. 


LET us then be ſtirred up to have Communion. 
with Chri/?, by this Motive, that thus we may 
have an Increaſe of Grace. Let us labour to be 
ſuch as Chri/t may 2 in; for our Graces are 
Honey and Spices to Him; and where He taſtes 
Sweetneſs, He will bring more with Him. To 
him that overcometh, He promiſcth the hidden 
Manna. They had Manna before; but He means, 
they ſhall have more abundant Communion with 
Himſelf, who is the hidden Manna. The Graces 
of the Spirit of Chri/t delight Him, as Honey and 
Wine do us; becauſe in the Covenant of Grace 
He filleth us by the Spirit of Grace, to have Com- 
fort in us, as we have in Him: For, except there 
be a mutual Joy in one another, there is not Com- 
munion. Therefore Criſt furniſheth his Church 
with ſo much Grace, as is neceſſary for a State of 
Abſence here, that may fit her for Communion with 
Him for ever in Heaven. 


IV. W come now to the Invitation of all 
Chri/?'s Friends to partake of an abundant Feaſt. 
Eat, O Friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O Be- 
lwed ! Wherein we find Chriſt, out of the Large- 
ness of his Affections, multiplieth new Titles, Be- 
loved and Friends. r 1 | 


d FxIENDSHIr is the Sweetneſs, Intimateneſs, and 
4 Strength of Love. In our Friends our Love dwells 
je and reſts itſelf. Conjugal Friendſhip is the ſweeteſt 
o Friendſhip. All the Kinds and Degrees of Friend- 
WW bip meet in Chriſt toward his Spouſe: It is th 

* Friendſhip of a Huſband, of a 9 oky and if 
il there, be any Relation in the World, wherein 


Vor. X. U Friend- 


Friendſhip is, all is too little to expreſs the Love 
of Chrift. In Friendfhip, there is mutual Conſent, 
an Union of Judgment and Affections; there is a + 
mutual Symgathy in the Good and Ill one of ano- 


ther, as if there were one Soul in two Bodies. And 
there is likewife Liberty, which is the Life of 
Friendſhip. There is a free Intercourſe between 


Friends, a free Opening of Secrets: So here Chi 


his Secrets to'us, and we to Him. We'lay 


to us concerning our Salvation. In Friendfhip al- 
ſo, there is Comfort one in another. "Chris De- 
light was to be with the Sons 'of Men, and ours is 
to be with Him. And in Friendſhip there is a mu- 
tual Honour and Refpe& one of another. But here 


is ſome Difference in this Friendſhip ; for though 


Chrift calls us Friends, and therein in ſome Sort 
brings Himſelf down to us, yet we muſt remember, 
that this is a Friendſhip of Unequals : Chris ho- 
nouring of us is, his putting Honour upon us; our 
honouring Him, is the giving Him the Honour due 
to his Name. This Friendſhip muſt be maiĩntain'd 
by due Reſpect on our Parts. As He is our Friend, 
fo He is our __ and knows how to correct us 
if we forget our Diſtance. And as Chriff's Friend- 
ſhip is ſweet, ſo it is conſtant in all Conditions. If 
other Friends fail us, this Friend will never fail us. 
If we are not aſhamed of Him, He will not be 
aſhamed of us. How comfortable would our-Life 
be, if we could draw out the Comfort this Title 
of Friend affordeth ? It is a comfortable, a fruitful, 


Marx now, how Chrift dritws his Friends on: 


Eat, O Friends, drink, yea drink abundantly. There 


is no Danger of taking too much. Where the 


open all our Cares and Deſires before Him; and 
Chriſt's Spirit reveals the Secrets of Chri/”s Heart 


Spring is infinite, we nr | 
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We can never ſuck the Breaſts of his Con- 
ſolation too much ; and the more ſtrong and cheer- 


ful we are, the better Service we ſhall en. 
and the more it will be accepted. 


Ir any be hindred by Conceit of Unworthineſs, 
if affected deeply with it, let them conſider what 
Kind of Men were compelled to the Banquet; ; 
the Blind, the Lame. See a lively Picture of God's 
Mercy .in the Example of the Prodigal he fears 
ſharp Chiding, and the Father provides a rich Ban- 
quet; he —— to his Father, but the Father runs 
to meet him. Did 12 ever turn back any that 
came unto Him, if they came out of a true Senſe 
of their Wants Nay, but He faith, I boſos ver 
ann. z no Means caft bim out. 


Bur let us enquire particularly, what it was that 
Oriſt took Delight in, and inviteth others to de- 
light in. We find it was Myrrh and Spice, Ho- 
ney 22d. Honer-Comb, : Wine and Milk<- Which 
ſhew, x. The Sweetneſs. 2. The Variety. 3. The 
Uſe of Grace and ſpiritual Comfort. 


Ne . Refreſh the Spirit, kl 
2. Preſerve from Putrefaction, which are therefore 
uſed in Embalming. If che Soul be not embalmd 
with Grace, it is a noiſome carrion Soul; and as 
it is in itſelf, ſo whatſoever cometh from it is abo- 
minable. Again, Milk and Honey nouriſh and 
ſtrengthen, and Wine encreaſeth Spirits, and al- 
layeth Sorrow and Cares. Give Wine to him * 
ie hay Wine, Feed Fears and Br 
weeter than it . 
e 2 N 
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mutual Feaſting betwixt Chri/# and his Church. 
"The Church bringeth what ſhe hath of his Spirit, 
und Cbri comes with more Plenty. There is not 
the meaneſt Chriftian in whom there is not Some- 
What to welcome Chrift withall ; but Chri/t ſends 
His Proviſion before, and comes (as we ſay) at his 
own Coſt; He ſends a Spirit of aith, a Spirit of 
l a Spirit of Obedience. 


© = SOME' are content to invite irs; but are loth 
to go to others; they would have wherewith to 
entertain Ci, but are unwilling to be behold- 
ing to Chi. And ſome are content to have Be- 
nefit by Chrift, as his Righteouſneſs to cover them, 
but hy defire not Grace to entertain Chrift. But 
x Heart truly gracious, deſireth both to delight in 
Chrift, and that Chriſt may delight in it: It de- 
. hreth Grace together with Mercy, Holineſs with 
Happinefs, „ could not delight in his Love 
do us, if we by his Grace had not a Love planted 
in our Hearts Folk. Butt to peak r more — 
: of chi Feaſt.” Tod”. 


© "mY _ — Ae 2 


We ſee it eas Chrif to vail We 
ters with Compariſons Nabe earthly al Ma Þ 
that ſo He may enter into our Souls the other 

our Senſes.” "So here Chri/# maketh us a Feaſt, 2 

Marriage Feaft with the” 27 B08 * ay Feafis 

the mo! eee, / | 
N bann Ai at. Y - 

3 rd is 2 Feaſt, firſt in Regir of the 

, hs Rarities we have in Grid. The Com- 
Forts we have from Cbriſs, are the beſt Comforts; 
the Peace, the beſt Peace; the Privileges, the high- 
eſt Privileges. His Fleſh crucified for us to' fatisfy 

Divine Juſtice, is Meat indeed; his Blood ſhed for 

us, is Drink indeed; theſe feed our: Souls, and that 
10 eternal Life. The Love af Gen the-Father 


1 Chrift to Deathi and Chri/'s Love, in 


1 * 


e 
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giving Himſelf with full Contentment 
to Divine Juſtice, is the Gift that the Soul eſpe- 
cially feeds on: And this it daily feeds on, as daily 
Guile riſeth from the Breakings out of the Remain- 
der 2 on. If He giveth Hinmſelf, W 
not give all Things with Eat 


2. As in a Feaſt there is Variety, ſo Gi wak: 
* a Feaſt of Variety of choice Things for his 
Spouſe. Chrift is made to us of Gop, Wiſdem, 
Hina Ke Sancti cation and Redemption, that 
d not be too much caſt down with Thought 
of our on Folly, hy ts Unholineſs -and Miſery. 
There is that i in Chr which anſwereth to all our 
Wants, and an Al ufficiency for all Degrees of 
auf dhe Pte All the Graces and Comforts we have, 
and the Promĩſes whereby they are made over unto 
us, are but Crit applied in ſeveral Manner, as 
the Need of every Chriſtian ſhall require. - "Chi 
Himſelf is the i iſſuing into ſeveral Streams, 
to. refreſh the City of Gop. We can be in no 
Condition, but we have a Promiſe to feed on; and 
all Promiſes are Yea and Amen; made to n, 
* ee to us for il. 


3. TuzzzFORE, as we have j in e Feaſt 
p<. Variety, fo for Sufficiency of ali Good. No 
Man hungry from a Feaſt. In Chri/t there 
is not only Abundance, but Redundance; as in 
6 Clouds to drop down Showers; as in the Sun to 
e E fouth ee As Cbriſt is full of Grace and 
Truth, fo He fully diſchargeth all his Offices. There 
3 a an Overſowing of all that is good for qur Good. 
- He that could multiply Bread for the Body, He can 
7 multiply Grace for our Soul. If He — Life, 
He * it in Abundance: If He, Lt Water of 
it Tithe He giveth Rivers, not ſmall Streams: If Ze 
f 4 Peace J . giveth it in e 

3 
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His Scope i 1s to fill up our , Joy to the Full. 1 As He 


is able, fo is He willing, to 
MI than we are able to thi ar rh 0 


In a Feaſt there is Variety ey of friendly Company 


ſo here Friends are ſtirred up to refreſh themſelves 
with us. We have the bleſſed Trinity, the An- 
gels and all our Fellow Members 1 in * to come 
with us. 


Bur here i is the Myſtery, the Founder eu Ma: 


ter of the Feaſt is Chri/? Himſelf, and He is both 
Gueſt and Banquet and All. All Graces and Com: 
forts are the F ruits of his Spirit, and He alone that 


| Infuſed the Soul, can fatisfy the Soul. He that is 


above the Conſcience, can only quiet the Conſci- 
ence. He is that / iſdom that ſends forth Mai dent, 


Prev. ix. 3. his Miniſters, to invite to his Feaſt. 
It is He that cheereth up his Gueſts, as Here. Thoſe 


that invited others, brought Ointment and poured 
it out upon them, to ſew their” Welcome, (as 
may appear by our Saviaur's Speech to the Phari- 
fee that invited him:) So we have from Chr:ft both 
the Oil of Grace and Gladneſs. He creates the 


Fruits of the Lips to be Peace ; ſpeaking that Peace 


bh that others do to the Ear. | 


Tux Veſſels wherein Chrift aychech his Dain 
9 are, the Miniſtry of the Mord and Sacraments. 
B theſe we come to enjoy Crit, his Comforts and 

races; and by this Feaſt of Grace we come at 
length to the Feaſt of Glory; where we ſhall be 
fatisfied with the Image of Gov, and enjoy F ulncis 


of Pleaſures for evermore. , 
Vos the Whole, we cannot pleaſe Chip — 


ter than by a cheerful taking Part of his rich _ 


Viſion; And a 2 aims to rgorce — 


or us far more abun- 
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the Loxp, and that from enjoying our Privileges 
in Him. We are not bidden to mourn always, 
but to rejoice akvays. Indeed we have Cauſes of 
Mourning, but it is that the Seed of Joy ſhould 
be ſown in Mourning; and we can never be in ſo 
forlorn a Condition, wherein, if we underſtand 
Chriſt and ourſelves, we have not Cauſe of Joy: 
We ſhould labour then'to bring with us a Taſte 
for theſe Dainties, and an Appetite to them. The 
Soul hath a Taſte of its own; and as all Creatures 

that have Life, have a Taſte to reliſh and diſtin- 
guiſh that which is good for them, from that which 
is offenſive; ſo whereſoever ſpiritual Life is, there 
is likewiſe a Taſte ſuitable to ſpiritual Things. 
And if there were not a Taſte in the Soul, we could 
never delight in Gop, and his rich Goodneſs in 


' A FURTHER Obſervation we ſhall make upon 
this gracious Invitation of Chriſt to dis Friends to 
Partake of his Graces and Dainties, is, That as 
He therein comes ſtored with further Grace and 
Comfort for his People, and ſtirs up both the 
Church, and all that bear Good- will to it, to de- 
light in the Graces and Comforts of his Church; 
ſo we ought to rejoice in the Comforts and Graces 
of others, and of ourſelves. ALLE 


A CurrsTIAan ſhould not only examine his 
Heart for the Evil that is in him, to be humbled; 
but what Good there is, that he may be thankful. 
And ſince Chrift accepts the very Firſt-Fruits, and 
delights in them, we ſhould know what He delights 
in, that we may go boldly to Him, conſidering, 
that it is not of ourſelves, but of Chr:ff, whatſo- 
ever is Good: Therefore we ought to know our 
own Graces: And here we have Need to have 
Chrifts Spirit to help us to know what Good is in 
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are ſtiled here, Friend. Wir n and indeed 
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There 
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ek indeed, will diſcover to us what Cauſe we 
— nnn the ag. of 
own. 


Au we ſhould not only 1 oice on our own Ac. 
counts, that we have found Favour in the Sight of 
Gon, and are made Partakers of his Grace, but 
alſo'in the happy Condition of every Chriſti. 
verſion of 
ven ſo all true-hearted Chriſtians 
ſhould joy „ Want of 
Joy, ſhews Want of Grace. There is not a ſurer 


Character of a Satanical Diſpoſition, wo lates 


on the Graces of Gop's Children MAP 3 a 2 , 
== All that have Grace in 4 


and of the Angels Diſpoſition: Jo 
* They Saal 


Converſion and Growth of any 


none but Friends and Beloved can jove As. ft 


Tn and delight as Chri/? delights. | 


[From di diſcourſing on this loving RSS be- 
tween Chrift and his Church, 1 
conſider the rally in a different Situation - which 
— s thus, . 2. au. but my Heart 

er 


W find here a great Change in the ſpiritual 
Condition of the Church. Altes dhe had je cn 
N expreſſed in the 

inning of the Chapter, ſhe now falleth in- 
deeper Deſertion, from the Remainder of Cor- 
Ah on getting Strength. She now falleth aſleep; 
awake in the Night, and ſought her 
EE no preſent Aging no Seeking; 


us. And Chrif, when He will haye us comfort. 
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There ſhe findeth Him more ſpeedily ; here ſhe falls 


fick with Love before e diſcovereth Himſelf. / 4 


Brroxk we come to the Words, obſerve 3 in ge. 
neral, That the State of the Church, and every 
Chriſtian is ſubje to many ſpiritual "Alterations. 
Like as we fee in Abraham, fometimes ſtrong in 
Faith , ſometimes fearful: In David, ſometimes 
ſtanding g, ſometimes falling, ſometimes recovering 
himſelf, and ſtanding faſter ; ſometimes triumph- 
ing, 75. Lo RD is * Light of my Countenance, 
ohm ſhall I fear ? Sometimes again crying out, 
1 ſhall one Day fall by the Hands of Sa. ul. "There 1s 
no Creature ſubject to ſo many as Man: 
From a State of he wes al inte into a State of 
Corruption; from that he't Grace is reſtored to a 
State of Grace; and from Grace to Glory: But it 
ſhould be our Care to watch, leſt Corruption ga- 
ther Head, and ill .Humours' break out, and to 
ſtrive for an even Frame of Soul here, till we 
come thither, where our Condition ſhall be s now 


ow iff's CS PIT en ee an 
no to the Words: They don eh 


| Confeſſion, Jeep; and, 2. a Correction, mo 
Heurt waketh. [he Church hath a double Af 
one to the Ill, her Sleeping the other to her 


her — in ſome Din awaked. 


364 et ' 2611 M anne 2 

W „. bers Ther her: a Feaſt the Church 
fallerh aſleep : But we muſt not here conceive this 
— — elnix all Men are in by 


* 


Nature; nor to be that judicial Slerp, that Spirit 
of Slumber, which is a further Degr 


ee of that na · 
tural Sleep, to which Gon giveth up ſome as a 
Seal of their deſperate Condition; but here is meant 
that Sleep that ariſeth\out.of the Remainder of Cor- 


ruption unſubdued, and * 2 
Part. By 
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By moot the State of the Church here, 
with the State of it in the third Chapter, we find 
that where a careful Watch is not kept over the 
Soul, there, after a Recovery, will follow a more 
dangerous Diſtemper. It is beſt therefore to deal 
throughly with our Hearts, elſe we ſhall diſhonour 
our own Beginnings. Unleſs we ſtand upon our 
Guard, the Fleſh will get the upper Hand. The 
beſt are no farcher ae, than they tne watching : 


| What great Need have we thento ſhun this ſleepy 
Temper, which for the preſent fo locks up the ever- 
lafting Gates of our Soul, that the King of Glory 
N ee ee 8 
1 ion, W may us at 
Times to ſee our Dangers, and by D's Bleſ- 
ling recover us out of them; as here the Church 


doth at 


and in a World of Perplexities, ere ſhe can recover 
her former Communion with Chi. We find 


Experience, what a woful Thing it is for the 


which hach once taſted how gracious the Lon p is, 
to be without a Senſe of Gop's Love. When it 
looks, upon Sin, as the Cauſe-of this Separation; 
this is as Death unto it. Therefore the Church's 
Experience muſt be our Warning, how 2 
the Spirit, and ſo fall into this piritual Sleep. = 


\ We 1 in thee Words the 
Ingenuity of the Church in la her own 


to _= ingenuous in this ReſpeR. And chere is 

Reaſon : Far this i Dealing Gesten e 
it is Glory ) eaſeth the Soul. Whilſt 
s Head ſticks in the Wound it will not 


Sin unconfellod is like a broken Piece of 
in 
by 


heal. 
Iron 
will 


tho' firſt beaten, by the Watchmen, 


it is the Diſpoſition of A Goon People 


VS = TS 00287 5 


BetwixtChriſt ulis eh. 239 


Poifon in the Stomach, if it be not caſt up 
it will infect the whole Body. Is it not better then 
to take Shame to ourſelves now, than to be aſham- 
ed hereafter before . Devils and Men? The 
Cauſe of Gon's ſevere Dealing with us, is, that 
we ſhould deal ſeverely with ourſelves. The beſt 
b ES by thoſe Actions where= 

by judging and con- 
2 — ſor this argueth a Spirit 
without Guile. _ rr guns. 10. came into 47 


World together. 


Maxx further another Sign of a ond Soul, 
To be abaſed for lefler Defects, Sleepineſs and In- 
diſpoſition to Good. One would think Drowfſt- 
neſs were no ſuch great Matter: O] but the Church 
had ſuch fweet Acquaintance with Chr:ff, that e- 
very little Indiſpoſition that hindred any Degree of 
Communion was grievous to her. confefs 
great Falls, Gut eee for Dullneſs 
of Spirit, Want of Love, of 'Zeal, and Cheerful- 
neſs in Duty? This accompanied with Strife a- 
gainſt it, argues a 2 Spirit. A carnal Man is 
not more humbled for groſs Sin, than a Chriſtian 
for Wants in Actions, when it is not with 
him as it hath and as he would. The Rea- 
ſon is, where there is a clear Light, there Motes 
are diſeernible: and ſpiritual Life is ſenſible of any 
Obſtruction. This goeth in the World for unne- 
ceſſary Nicety: The World ſtraineth not at thoſe 
Gnats: But thoſe whoſe Hearts the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs hath ſhined, 
and a tender Heart. 


You * mae ochun. « Chriſtian hath two o Prinei- 
ples in him, that which is Good, and that which 
is Evil, whence iſſueth the Weakneſs. of his Acti- 
2 — ⁵ʒ 


24 . 


have both a — 8 


ſn 1 TO" . 
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the Principles from which they come forth. We 


may obſerve further, that a Chriſtian Man may 
know how it is with himſelf, though he be mixed 
of Fleſh and Spirit; he hath a diſtinguiſhing Know- 
ledge and. Jud whereby he knows both the 
Good and Evil in himſelf. In a Dungeon where 
there is nothing but Darkneſs, both on the Eye that 
ſhould ſee, and on that which ſhould be ſeen, he 
can fee nothing; but where there is a ſupernatural 
Principle, there the Light of the Spirit ſearcheth 


the dark Corners of the Heart. A Man that hath 
the Spirit knoweth both; he knoweth himſelf and 

bis own Heart. The Spirit hath a Light of its 
den, even as Reaſon hath. Shall a Man that is 


natural reflect upon his State, and know what he 
knows, what he thinks, what he doth? And may 
not the Soul that is raiſed to an higher State know 
as much? Undoubtedly it may. 1des, we have 
the Spirit of Gop, which is Light, and Self-evi- 
—_ ſhews unto us, where it is, and what 
it is. Spirit of God is a diſcerning Spirit, it 
diſcovereth what is Fleſh and what is Spirit. 


;\ I SLEEP. It is one Uſe of our Body to help us 
in. ſpiritual Expreſſions: So here the Church fetch- 
eth a Compariſon from the Body to expreſs the 
State of the Soul. 7 Heep. And indeed bodily and 
ſpiritual Sleep reſemble each other, in the Cauſes, 
in the Effects, and in the dangerous Iflue. 


| Wirn regard to their Cauſes: As natural Sleep 


ariſeth oft from Wearineſs, and Want of Spirits: 50 


there is a ſpiritual Sleep ariſing from Diſcourage- 


ments, and too much Expence of the Strength of 
the Soul upon other Matters, upon Impertinencies 


that concern it not. Again, as ſome are brought to 


fleep. by Muſick : So many by flattering Entice- 
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ments and Inſinuations of others are caſt" into à 
ſpiritual Sleep. Again, Sleep often ariſeth from 
Want of Exerciſe: ” 3s when there is 4 Ceſſation 
from ſpiritual Exerciſe, there followeth a ſpiritual 
Sleep, Exerciſe 1 Waking. Again, ſometimes 
Sleep is cauſed by ſome Kind of Poiſon, eſpeciallx 
the de Poiton of Ache, which kills in ſleeping: And 
do not ſinful Delights do the Hke to the Soul?” A 
ſenſible Evils are x e moſt dangerous. 8 
1 A rt ii of 
Wrru Reg e ard to cher Effect the body a 
ſpiritual Secp a are alſo 3 » Mea Will Shiv the 
Purtains and ſhut out Light, when they mean to 
compoſe themſelves to Reſt: So when Men og 
 W themſelves in ſome Ways n not allowable, th 
| afraid to be' dif uieted by the Light. Light Gb. 
| WW vereth, awaketh and ſtirs up to 6 Working: And 
Men, when they are loth to do what they know, 
re loth to know what they ſhould do. They that 
175 ep the Night. Much of the Anger that 
Men bear againſt the Word laid open to them, is 
becauſe it will not ſuffer them to fleep jnetly in 
their Sins. There cannot be a worſe Sign than 
when Men will not endure wholſome Words. In 
Sleep, Men dream of falſe Good, and forget true 
Danger. Many dream of Meat, and when they 
awake, their Soul is empty! Vain Hopes are the 
N of waking Men, as vain Dreams are of 
eeping and carnal Men, whoſe Life is but a 
Praun In Sleep there is no Exerciſe of Senſes or 
Motion; as then Men are not ſenſible of Good 
or Ill. Motion followeth' Senſibleneſs. What 
we are not ſenſible of, we move not unto. 
Hence Sleep is of Kin to Death, for the Time de- 
priving us of the Uſe of all Senſes. It is all one 
to have no Senſes, and not to uſe them. We may 
fay of Men in this ſleepy Temper, as the Scripture 
{peaks of Idols, They have Mouths, but they ſpeat 
Vol. X. N a no; 3 
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Des and fee mn 8 n not ; 
Ns bor \ they, 0 t 275 not; they bau Hauch, 
but they, Hande nat; ep Vo 1 mel 


ner, rds, 6.7555 45 ee en 
0 ens are likewiſe be in Danger ws Sep 
the moſt precious Thing Men carry it them, 18 


taken away without Reſiſtance; 5 they are ready 
to let oo what they held faſt before, were it ne · 
ver ſo rich a Jewel: And it is ſo in ſpiritual Sleepi- 
nels: Men ſuffer. the Profeſon of, the Truth to 
be wrung from them without much Withſtanding; 


and with letting fall their Watch, let fall 71 — . 


their Grace, and are in Danger to be robbed of all. 
* 5 is no Danger but a in Sleep is fair for, 
unto. Siſera was, ſlain aſleep, ' and 
Todos at . * 1 ak $7 ry 


15 "My Jud ure, drow 
2 1. Wachfulneſs my — often. 
inforced 14 e Gop'i in the Scriptures. 


Hing thus . . A Confaliion of the 
== 1 * 22 to e ſomething of the 


on, expreſſed Wen | Bt * 
t, e201 x. 


"Tus Word E ty ney OLI. 3 
Soul: ook Hearn p put * the e e 
as we ſay, an underſtanding Heart. ly Things 
in our Hearts; there it is Memory: And to 
1 in Heart is to cleave in Will. Fo rejoice 
8 eart, m in the Affection: So. that the 

Powers of 1 the whole inward. Miyny br 


enen Ye Fleas: = 


ne is that Good the Church contelfetb, 
85 ſaith, My Heart waketh? Firſt, tho ſhe 


ben a fey State ye the bath ben. e 


Gao cms woe. out AE TA » 7˙ w! * 
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made al Things of nothing, and is Lox» of his 
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ſound: And again; tho” ſhe be aſleep ſhe hath a 
Working in the Will chooſing the better Part which 
ſhe will cleave to. The Child of Gop, though 


aſleep hath a general Purpoſe to pleaſe Gop in all 


Things, and no ſettled Purpoſe to fleep thus: An- 
ſwerable to his Judgment therefore he chooſeth the 
better Part and Sides he owns Gop, and- his 
Cauſe, even in evil Times, cleaving in Reſolution 
of Heart to the beſt Ways, though with Weakneſs. 
Her Conſcience likewiſe is awake in ſome Degree. 
So the Conſcience of God's Children is never fo 
ſleepy, but it awaketh in fome Meaſure; There is 
ſo much Life in it, as upon Speech or Conference, 
_ will be an Opening of it, and a Vielding at 

to the Strength of ſpiritual Reaſon. And 
— to theſe 7 inward Powers is the outward 
Obedience of Gop's Children, in their ſleepy Eſ- 
tate: They go on. in a Courſe of Obedience, tho 
coldly, and not fo as to give others a BBA Ex- 
or . nee Comfort. 


Bur e ee ee e Thick 
but ere 1680 we ſhall be drawn to an exact Ac- 
count, before a ſtrict Judge: And ſhall our Eyes 
then be ſleeping and carel ? Theſe and ſuch like 
Conſiderations we ſhould propound to 798 95 
that ſo we might” Nw tian ng wad 0 
as V ldd: ＋ 2 

Mentoren 1. esndugeck auch ad Und Ae 
25 of che Soul to keep Faith awake: ' It's nat the 
Greatneſs alone, but the Preſence of great Things 
that ſtirs us: Now it is the Nature of Faith to 

ſent Things powerfully” to the Soul 3 for it ſets 

Things before us in the Word of JanovaH, that 


ve a Being to whatſoever r He hath Po- 
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Wnuszx a Man believes, that all theſe Things 
ſhall be on Fire ere long; that Heaven and Earth 
ſhall fall in Pieces; that we ſhall be ſhortly called 
1 give an Account of the Things done in the Bo- 
when Faith apprehends, and ſets this to the 
bye — the Soul, it affects the ſame marvellouſly: 
erefore let Faith ſet before the Soul ſome preſent - 
Tha hts be, to its Temper; ſometimes ter- 
rible T hings to en it out of its Dullneſs; ſome- 
times glorious Thi Promiſes and Mercics, to a- 
waken it out of its Sadneſs; when we are in a proſ- 
perous Eſtate, let Faith make preſent all the Sins 
and Temptations that uſually accom ſuch an 
Eftate; if in Adverſity, think of what Sins may 
beſet us there; this wi i awaken ſuch Graces in us, 
as are ſuitable to ſuch an Eſtate, for the preventing 
of ſuch Sins and Temptations, and ſa Koep our 
| Hearts i ia Exerciſe to Godlineſs. 


"WrranaiL, labour for n of the Spirit 
of Gop: For what makes Men ſleepy and drouſy? 
The Want of Spirits, whereby the ſinks 
and falls. Chriſtians ſhould know, that there. is a 
Neceſlity, if they will keep themſelves wakin 
keep themſelves ſpiritual. Pray for the Spirit a 4 
all Things; it is the Life of our Life, the Soul of 
our Soul. What is the Body without the Soul, or 
the Soul without the Spirit of Gop? Even a Jead 
Lump. And let us keep ourſelves in ſuch. 
Ways, that we may expect the Preſence of we d 
| to be about us, which We 


- AGAIN, wa 6 muſt. keep: ourlalues. i in as muck 
Light as ma $ toe all Sleepineſs comes with 
1 a , eep our Souls in a perpetual 

Light.. When any *. Thought ariſeth, 
upon yielding n Og comes a ſleepy 5 


per- Slecpineſ in ne ariſeth from 
N Dark- 
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Darkneſs of Judgment. The more we labour to 
encreaſe our Knowledge, and the more the ſpiri- 


tual Beams of it thine. in at Our Windows, ” 
0 BT I 4 


more thall we be able e 

EDM ie 197 | 

A Avoruts leine to keep the Sout INIT to 
labour to preſerve it in the Fear of Gop. Fear is a 
waking Affection, yea one of the wakefulleſt: For, 
naturally, e are inore moved with Dangers, than 
ſtirred with Hopes; therefore that Affection that is 
moſt converſant about r, is the moſt rouſing 


{to his Feeling) y yet the Fear of Gon is always left 
with him. Gor makes that Aw the Bond of the 
New Covenant: J will put my Fear in thery Hearts, 
at they Pall never depart from me. One Chriſtian 
better than another, how much he fears more 
than another. Of all Chriftians, mark, thoſe a 
moſt gratious, ſpititual, and heavenly, that 2 
che moſt awful, and careful of their Heron 
Courſes, and Demeanoury tender, even of offend· 


oe re BS 
Sou, which w preſerve” us in a waking State. 
It is a notable Means to & us awake 0 
our Hearts in Fear of Sins, as either 
Calling, Cuſtom, Company or ak Time welive in, 
or by” dur own Diſpoſition, we are moſt prone to. 


8 Ix -the laſt Place, it is a Thing of no final Con- 
Equence, that we keep Co with 

and faithful Chriſtians, f ſuch as neither ſleep 
ſelves, nor willingly ſuffer any to fleep that are 


IG * a true one of the 


1 W 3 __ Sweats 


and waking Affection. It is one Character of a 
Chriſtian, who, ben he hath loft almoſt all Ones 
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Sweating-Sickneſs, chat they en, 
by; thoſe that were with re 1 57 


e 
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thoſe that have pulled . From es 


ne 
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oe Wherein we find (which is a good 


. cep, but that ſhe 
and diſcerned the Voice of her Beloved; and 
re than that, that ſhe remembred all his ſweet 
Words.and: Allurements whereby He preſſed her 
uy ok ar 16 ing. Open i me, my Sifter, 
my Dove, my Undefiled, which i is ſet out, 
— further mov ent of thoſe Inconve- 
niences which 85551 ſuffered in his waiting 
for. Entertainment in her Heart: For my Head 1 
filled with the Dew, and my Locks 3 the Drops 
of the Night. All K. bo her Offence, 
his Patience towards miſerable „ 
ould wait ſo long for Admiſſion into our wretche 


een govern chem by his Spirit. 


Fo the Church's hearing and diſcerning the 
Voice of her Beloved, we may obſerve that a 
Chriſtian Soul doth know the: Voice of Cbriſt, even 


ina ſleepy State: Fees, ene RIO 
N Dates 2 fond cr. 
| 50 " Gaai 


s * © 4. aa «©. aac tfoc.ot@tc cot 6a. 4 


Bum Ie bis Church. 247 


oD's Believers are Chri/”s Sheep: Now 
ny Gch Crit) — my Vaice. It is 9 re 
Mark, (as it were) of a Chriſtian, one of the Cha- 
raQers.of the New Man, to :a/te % Wards by the Ear 
— ab faith;) He hath a ſpiritual Taſte, a diſcern- 
iſh in his Ear; for he hath the Spirit of Gon, 
yes therefore reliſheth what is ſuitable to the fern 
Now the Voice of Chri/# without. i in the Miniſtry, 


ae af Pre eve. 8 ann * | 
Grabs. eee 9 1 


by = we may . from WER” is 
That, take a Chriſtian at the loweſt, his Heart 
earns after Chri/?; acknowled ing. Him to be his 
oved.,. "There is a conjugal in the Soul 

of a true Chriſtian, —— firm — Covenant 
and — per een Giri pd it; ere that 
ugh he may be drouſy, yet e 
ben conjugal, Spouſe-like. Alb... : 
Ws. come now to * 3 Obſervations . 
77 Carriage towards the Church in Order to 
Admittance. And 1. He knocketh; 2. He 
peaks her with ſweet and friendly Compellations 

5. lle lays before her his great Patience 
ring enieney He ſuffered, in waiting long for 
Admittance. From -whence- we may obſerve in 
eral, That — wie © n . 
Communion wich is Church. 


'Evim an the true Soul, that 1 couched with the 
Spirit, deſires nearer and nearer Communion. with 
Chri/t :. So He ſeeks nearer and nearer Communion 
with. his Spouſe. by all = e HOG 


hath never enough. of the Soul. Eo og 


AGAIN, we.may ſee from 2323 * takes 


eee of. the Sins of his SR 
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leave her altogether, Tho' che Church be fleepy 
Chriff 2 pl for mn 
cra was a tukewarm, - hy pocritical*Chaich'; 
yet, Bebeld (faith ES Ove, vs at- tbr Doof and 
neck. And here He ſand n but 
He withall fuffereth Tndignitics, the B up- 
on Him. Cbri therefore refuſeth W rg Sin- 
nets: He that commands, that tor ſhould recerve him 
that is weak in the Faith, will He reject him that is 
weak and ſleepy ? No. What Father will neglect 

his Child for | me Failings, and — 4) 


Nature will move him to'relp him 18d "Obi 


How merciful is 
by his Nature? He our Nature upon Him, 
that He might be a merciful Redeemer. And then 
as Gor ul He is Love. Whatſoever Gop ſhews 
Himſelf co his Church, He doch it in Love: If He 
be angry in cbrrecting, it is out of Love: If merci 
ful, it is out of Love: If He be powerful in de- 
fending his Church, and revengeing Himſelf 
Dur ies, all is Love. Gen N Leve t — 

John) dts, He ſhews Himſelf only in e 
dns of Love to his Church, 8o Chrift, as Gon, is 
All Love to tbe Church. Likewiſe as Man, 
was Man for this End, to be all Love and e 
Take Him in his Office, as' x iou 
He carrieth Salvation in his V 


5 1 . # 


Let us more particularly conſider the Means that | 


Dori uſeth in Order to gain Admittance. And 
here how excellently is the Expreſſion of Ghri 
my Lor and Patience ſet out in the 

? Ii knerketb. The on is taken 
0 of Men, in thi ind; 1 
deſcending to ſpeak to us in our own Way . 
Knocks that we ſhould open and let Him . 


our Hearts, —— Jy 
, ur 


*. 


is Chr both by tis Office 100 
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Bor how doth He knock? Every Kind of Way. 
Sometimes there is a Calling for Entrance by Voice; 
and bn a Voice may ſerve, there needs no further 
Knocki Sometimes both by Voice and Knock- 
ing. If ie Voice will not ſerve, Knocki 8 comes 
after. So it is here, Chri/# doth knock, 
uſeth a Voice of his Word, and knocks ki his 
Works ; and both together ſometimes : But whe- 
ther by Works of Mercy or of „ he la- 
bours to raiſe the ny Soul. 


nnter uſually beg ins to call with Mercy. ”m_ 
the Creatures and Bein of Gop carry in them 
(as it were) a Voice of Gop to the 3 that it 


would entertain his Love. There goes a Voice of 


Love with every Bleffing. And the Love, the 
Mercy and Goodneſs of Gop-in the Creature, is 


better than the Creature itſelf. As we fay of Gifts, 
| The Love of the Giver is better than the Gift it- 


ſelf: So the Love of Gop, in all his Benefits, is 
better than the Thing itſelf. Every Creature and 
Benefit ſpeaks as it were thus tous; We ſerve thee, 
that thou mays ſerve Him, that made thee and us. 
There is a Speech (as it were) in every Favour, 
If Favours cannot prevail, then come Correcti- 
ons, which are the Voice of Gop. alſo : Hear the 
Red and him that fmiteth. 4 But bath the Rod 1 
Voice ?” Ves; for what do Corrections ſpeak, but 
Amendment of the Fault we are "ay for? So 
we muſt hear the Rod, all Corrections; AF 7 
Knockings, that we ſhould open to deb u 

And becauſe Corrections of themſelves Ty 205 
amend us, Gop, to this Kind of Knocking, adds 
a Voice; He teacheth and corrects t ö 
fy is that Man that Thou correcteſt, and teaches out 


1 85 thy Law, faith the Pſalmiſt. Correction without 


eaching is to little Rs therefore Gon adds 


Inftrudtion,'to Correct e 35 ou 
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ence ſo, that it tells us, it is for this that we are 
corrected. Both Bleflings and Corrections are from 
Gop, they will not away, (eſpecially Corrections) 
Till they have an Anfwer ; for they are ſent o Spiri 
Gon, who will be ſure to have an Anſwer, either his 
in our "Converſion, or Confuſion, when He . ever. 
once. by a 


| Many other Ways Gop uſeth to knock at ou But 
Hearts. The Examples of thoſe that are good call WW A 
upon us. The Examples of God's Juſtice upon on 
others, are Sp es to us. He knocks at our 

Door then. He intends our Correction, when He Was t. 
viſits another; fo that if we amend by that, He Belo 
needs not take us in Hand. TIP Mea 


Bor beſides all this, there is a more near Knock - Na de 
ing that Chr? uſeth to the Church; his Miniſterial ¶ hay: 
Knocking. In the Days of his Fleſh He was a take 
Preacher and Prophet Himfelf, and now He is af. {MW Voic 
cended into Heaven, He hath given Gifts to Men, Win a 
and Men to the Church, whom de ſpeaks by to 
the End of the World; are Chrift's Mouth. E 
As we ſaid of the Penmen of Holy 2 they ter, 
were but the Hand to write, Chr was the Head Hez 
to indite; So in preaching and unfolding the Word, WW wh. 

8 but Chriff's Mouth and his Voice, as it is the 
faid of John; and as it is faid of Noah's Time, ¶ the 
'The Hit, of Chrift preached in the Days of Noah Chr 
* _ Souls in Priſon. And now He is in Heaven, ¶ No 

peaks by them: And Chrift is either received He 
or bio rev Arey ir rn He that heareth you, 
heareth We; he that deſpiſeth Jus aeſpiſeth Me. 


ol Gunter ſpeaks his Minifters, and they uſe all 
Kind of Means 925 Chrift may be — 
They move all Stones, às it were, ſometimes 


ſometimes e — 


re 


m 
$) 
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come as Sons of Thunder, ſometimes with the {till 


Voice of Promiſes: And. becauſe one Man is not 
ſo fit as another for all Varieties of Conditions and 
Spirits; therefore Gon, gives Variety of Gifts to 


4 - 
x - 


every. Man by their ſeveral Gifts, John Baptiſt, 
by a more thundering Way of Preaching, to.make 
Way far; Chrift. to, come, threateneth Judgment: 
But Chi comes with, Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit; 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thir/t for Righteouſ- 
70 All Kind of Means have been uſed in the 

iniſtry from the Beginning of the World. And 
as the Church heard and knew the Voice of her 


his Miniſters, that 75 may knock at the Heart of 
e 


Beloved ;:; ſo every Chriſtian takes Notice of the 


Means that God uſeth for his Salvation. A Chri- 
{tian is ſenſible of all the bleſſed Helps thereto. To 
a dead Heart, indeed, it is all one, whether they 
have Means or no Means; but à Chriſtian So 

takes Notice of all the Means; ſays of all, It is the 
Pace of,my Beloved! Ie hears Gift es Cri 


Bur becauſe of itſelf this Miniſtry is a dead Let- 
ter, therefore he, joins. that, which Knocks at the 
Heart: together with the Word; Even the Spirit, 


| which is the Life and Soul of the Word; and when 


the inward Word or Voice of the Spirit, and 
the outward Word or Miniſtry go together, 83 
Chri/t doth effectually knock, and ſtir up the Heart. 
Now this Spirit with ſweet Inſpirations moves the 
Heart, lightens the Underſtanding, quickens the 
dull Affections, and ſtirs them up to Duty; as it 
is, Iſa. xxx. 21. Aud thine Ears ſhall bear a Voice 
behind thee, ſaying, This is the Way, wall in it, 
The Spirit moves us ſweetly agreeable-to our own 


Nature; it offers not Violence to us: But ſo as. in 


Hoſea xi. 4. 1 drew them by the Cords of a Man; 
that is, by Reaſons and Motives befitting the Na- 
ture of a ys AND 


3 
3 
a 
9 
4 
*% 
ES. 
+; 
WM 
® 
e © 
-Y 
> 
i 
1 
* 
3 = 
4s 
+ 
"3 
©. 
hb 4 
12 & 
© 3 
==. 
Wn 
% 
L 
. * 


#65 A ais d Glen" 


Axxp beſides his Spirit, God hath planted in u 5 
a Conſcience to call upon us, to be bis Vicar, 2 I 
little God in us to do his Office, to call upon us, 1 

to direct us, check, and condemur us. And whilſt E 

Chrift thus knocketh, all the three Perfons may br | 
faid to do it: For there is the Father and the Spirit G 
with Chri/t, who doth. all by his Spirit, and from 
whom He hath Commiſſion. Therefore Gop the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt Knock at the Heart, | 
215 to Me my Love, my Dove, my Undefiled; But AU 

4% Epecially by his Spirit, becauſe it is ti i 
Office. „ whe * Fon 147 Bet? 


„ nl brig nn Hen $17 wh 
 Trnzktrort let us take Notice of this Voice 2 
of i in the Word, and not think as Samui 75, 
thought, that Eli ſpake when Gon ſpake; let us the 
think that Gop ſpeaks to us in the Miniftry, that W. 


Uri comes to wo us, and win us thereby. And 
we Miniſters are the Friends of the Bridegroom, 
who are to hear what Chr faith to the Church; 
and we muſt pray to Him, that He would teach 
us what to teach others. We are to procure the 
Contract, and to perfect it *till the Nuptials are in 
Heaven; that is our Work. And you that are 
. Hearers, if you do not regard Chrif?'s Voice in the 
Miniſtry ; know there is a. Voice you cannot ſhake 
off, that peremptory Voice at the ay of Jude- 
ment, Go, ye curſed into Hellfire. 


Bur our Adverfaries fay, Ho ſhall we know 
that the Word'is the Word of Gop? For this He- 
_ retick faith thus, and this interprets it thus.” This is 
the common Objection of the great Rabbies amongſt 

them. We anſwer, Gop's' Sheep hear bis Voice; 
When his Word is unfolded, his Spirit goes to- 
= with it, breeding a Reliſh of the Word in 
the Hearts of the People, whereby they are able to 
taſte and* reliſh it; and that hath a * 
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Power and Majeſty in it, which carries its own 
Evidence. How ſhall we know Light to be * 


It carries Evidence in itſelf that it is Light. How 
know we that the Fire is hot? Becauſe it carries 
Evidence in itſelf that it is ſo. So if you aſk, How 
we know the Word of Gop to be the Word of 
Gop? I fay, it carries in itſelf inbred Arguments 
and Characters, ſo that the Soul can ſay, This Word 
can be none other but the Word of God; it hath 
ſuch a Majeſty and Power to caſt down, and raiſe 
up, and to comfort, and to direct, that it carries 
with it its own Evidence. Thus we anſwer them; 
which they can anſwer no Way, but of Cavils. 
God's Sheep hear the Voice of Chriſt. * He ſpeaks, 
and the Church underſtands Him, and a Strangers 
Vaice they will not hear, John x. 5. And indeed, 
this is the only ſure Way of Underſtanding the 
Word to be of Gop, from an inbred Principle of 
the Majeſty in the Word, and a powerful Work 
thereof on the Soul itſelf; and an Aſſent ſo ground- 
ed, is that which makes a ſound Chriſtian. 


To make ſome Uſe of this Conſideration of 
Chriſts various and frequent Knocking at our 
Hearts: Firſt, think well of Chriſt. Time will come, 
that the Devil will ſet upon us with ſharp Tempta- 
tions, fiery Darts, "Temptations to deſpair, and 
preſent Chr:/t amiſs, as if He were not willing to 
receive us: But ſeeing He knocks at our Hearts, 
uſeth Mercies and Judgments, the Miniſtry of his 
dpirit, and Conſcience, and all; will He not en- 
tertain us, when we come to Him, that ſeeks this 
Entertainment at our Hands? 3 He will. 
And we need not wonder at this his Willingneſs 


to receive us, when we firſt know that Gop be- 
came Man, and Life itſelf came to die, and to be a 
Curſe for us. He hath done the greater, and will 
He do not the leſs? Such Conſiderations as ee 

Ea ing 


Vor. X. X 


Deſires my Salvation. and Converſion. 
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being mixed with the Spirit, are effectual for the 


Converſion of poor Souls. Is there ſuch Love in 
God to become Man, and to be a Suitor to woo 
me for my Love? Surely thinks the Soul then, He 
And to 
what Kind of Perſons doth He come? None can 
object Unworthineſs: I am poor; He comes to the 
Por: I am laden and wretched; He ſays, Come 
unto Me, all ye that are weary and laden. I have 
nothing; He ſays, Come and buy Honey, Mili and 
Wine, tho you have Nothing. You can object No- 
thing, but it is taken away by the Holy Ghoſt, 
willy preventing all the Objections of a finful Soul. 
This is the Beginning of Converſion ; and when 
we are converted, theſe Thoughts with Admira- 
tion of Chri/7's Condeſcending, are effectual to give 
CGhri/t further Entrance into the Soul. 


On! but take Heed that theſe make not nog 
ſecure: For if we give not Entrance to Chriſt, a 

this will be a further Aggravation of our Damna- 
tion. How will this juſtify the Sentence upon thoſe 
hereafter, that now bid Chri/t depart from them! 
What do prophane Perſons in the Church, but bid 
Ghrift depart from them? Eſpecially in the Mo- 
tions of his Spirit? They entertain Chr i in the out- 
ward Room, they know a little of Him in the 
Brain; but in the Heart, the ſecret Room, He muſt 
not come. Is it not equal, that He ſhould * to 
ſuch, Depart ye Curſed, I know you not? You 
would not give Entrance to me, 5 will not now 
entertain you. Where Gop magnifies his Mercy 
in this Kind, inviting by Judgments, Mercies, 
Miniſtry, and Spirit, if they be deſpiſed, He will 
magnify his Judgment hereafter. Let us then con- 
ſider, The greater Means, the greater Judgments, 
if we be not won by them. Therefore let us la- 


our to hold Ci. Let Him have the beſt Room 
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in our Souls. Let us give up the Keys to Him, 
and defire Him to rule our Underſtandings, to 
know Nothing but Him, and what may ſtand 
with his Truth. Let us deſire that He would rule 
in our Wills and Affections, ſway all that is in 
us; for that is his Meaning, when He ſays, Open 
to Me, fo that J may rule, as in mine own Houſe, 
as the Huſband rules in his Family, and a King 
£ his Kingdom. He will have all yielded up to 
in. 


Tu E Reaſon why Men are fo loth to open to 
Cbriſt is, becauſe He requires all. But what ſhall 
we loſe by giving all to Him? Do we entertain 
Chrift to our Loſs? Doth He come empty? No, 
| He comes with all Grace. His Goodneſs is a 
communicative, diffuſive Goodneſs. He comes 
to ſpread his "Treaſures, to enrich the Heart with 
all Grace and Strength to bear all Afflictions, to 
encounter all Dangers, to bring Peace of Conſci- 
ence, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. He comes, in- 
deed, to make our Hearts, as it were, a Heaven. 
Do but conſider this, He comes not for his own 
Ends; but to empty his Goodneſs into our Hearts. 
And if we wait we loſe Nothing thereby, but are 
Gainers by it. The longer we wait, He comes 
with more abundant Grace and Comfort in the 
End, and ſhews Himſelf more rich and bountiful. 


Co xs ip RER we next the ſweet and friendly Com- 
pellations that Chriſt uſes to his Church, in order 
to gain Admittance: Open to me my Siſter, my 
Leve, my Dove, my Undefiled. — 


HERE Chri/t firſt addreſſes the Church as his 
Siſter. We obſerved” before, that the Church of 
Gop is Chriſbs Siſter and ' Spouſe; we are knit to 
Him both by . and by Affinity. The 

1505 1 near 
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neareſt Affinity is Marriage, and the neareſt Conſan- 

inity is Siſter. So that there are all Bonds to 
n. us to Chri/t: Whatſoever is ſtrong lin any 
Bond, He knits us to Him by it. Is any 


Love i in an Huſband, a Brother, a Mother, a Friend? 


Is there any Love ſcattered in any Relation? Ga- 
ther it all into one, and all that Love, and a thou- 
ſand Times more, is in Chri/t; therefore He ſtiles 
Himſelf in all thoſe ſweet Relations, to ſhew that 
He hath the Love of all. Will a Siſter ſhut out a 
Brother, when the Brother comes to viſit her, and 
do her all Good? That comes and faith, Open to 
me my Siſter? If the Siſter ſhould ſhut out the 
Brother, were it not moſt unnatural? And is it 
not monſtrous in Grace? Remember that Chrift 
hath the ſame Aﬀections, to account us Brothers 
and Siſters now in Heaven, as He had when He 
was upon the Earth: For after his Reſurrection 
(faith He to his Diſciples) J go to my Gon and your 
Gop, to my Father, and to your Father; He call 
Himſelf our Brother, having one common Father 
in Heaven, and one Spirit, and one Inheritance. 


HE next calls her, My Love; that is, My Be- 
loved, whom I love with the ſtrongeſt Bowels of 
Affection. Chriſts Love is ſo great to his Church 
and Children, and ſo continual to it, that his 
Church and People, and every Chriſtian Soul is the 
Seat of his Love. He — all his Creatures, they 
have all ſome Beams of his Goodneſs, (which He 
muſt needs love,) therefore He loves them as Crea- 
tures; and as are more or leſs capable of 2 
higher Degree of Goodneſs; but for his Church 

and Children, they are his Love indeed. 


Bur what is the Ground of ſuch Love? He love 
us, becauſe He ſees his own Graces in us: He loves 

what is his in us. * 
9 ves 


loves us with a Love of good Mili, to with all Good 


to us; but when we have any Thing of his Spirit, 


that our Natures are altered, He loves us with a 
Love of Friendſbip; with the Love of an Head, 
Huſband, Friend. He loves his own Image. 


Ir we conſider alſo what He hath done and ſuf- 
fered for her, we may well ſay the Church is his 
Love. He called us when we reſiſted; and then 


alſo He juſtified us, and cloathed us with his own 


Righteouſneſs, and after feeds us with his own 


Body. As the Soul is the moſt excellent Thing in 


the World, ſo He hath provided for it the moſt ex- 
cellent Dainties and Ornaments. But we ſhall ne- 
ver ſce fully what his Love is, till we be all in 


one Place, till we meet Him in the Manſions of 


Bliſs and Glory, whither He is gone before to pre- 
pare a Place for us.. It were an infinite Argument” 
to follow, to ſhew the Love of Cbriſt, which is 
beyond all Knowledge; it is too large for us to- 


know all the Dimenſions of it, which we ſhould. ' 


ever think, ſpeak, and meditate of; becauſe the 
Soul is then in the moſt fit Temper to ſerve, love, 


and * when it is moſt apprehenſive of 


his great Love. | 

Tux Love of Chriſt to-us-ward, is a free Love, 
2 preventing Love. He loved us before we could 
love Him; He loved us when we reſiſted Him, and 


were his Enemies. Likewiſe, it is a moſt tender 


Love, as you have it, Ja. xlix. 15. Can a Mather 
forget her ſucking Child? I ſhe could, yet will I not 
forget thee : Thou art written on the Palms of my 
Hands. He hath us in his Heart, in his Eye, in 
bis Hand, in a Mother's Heart, and beyond it; He 
bath a tender Eye and a powerful Hand to main- 


tain his Church, 
X 3 Turxx 
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THERE is no Love comparable to this Love of 
Chrift, which is above the Love of Women, of 
Father, or Mother ; therefore he gave Himſelf (the 
beſt Thing in Heaven or in Earth) to ſhew his 
Love. When He was Gop equal with his Fa- 
ther, He loved his Church, and gave Himſelf for 
it. How could He diſcover his Love beter than to 
take our Nature? How could He come nearer to 
us, than by being incarnate, fo to be Bone of our 
Bone, and Fleſh of our Fleſh? Love draws Things 
nearer whereſoever it is; It drew the Son of Gop 
out of Heaven to the Womb of the Virgin, there 
to be incarnate, and after that, not only to be a 
Man, but a miſerable Man, becauſe we could not 
de his Spouſe unlek He purchaſed us by his Death. 


How ſweet was the Love of Chrif# to heal us 
not by ſearing, or lancing, but by making a Plai- 
fer of his on Blood, which He poured out for 
thoſe that ſhed it in Malice and Hatred? What a 
wondrous Love is it, that He ſhould pour forth 
Tears for thoſe that ſhed his Blood? That He 
prayed for thoſe that perſecuted Him? And what 
wondrous Love is it now that He ſympathizeth 
with us in Heaven, accounting the leait Harm that 
is done to the leaſt Member He hath, as done to 
Himfelf? Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thau Me; 
And that He ſhould take us into one Body with 
Himſelf. And He doth not content Himſelf with 
any Thing that He can do for us here; but his 
Defire is, that we may be one with' Him more and 
more, and be forever with Him in the Heavens. 
We may eſpecially know his Love by this, that it 
draws us upwards, and makes us heavenly mind- 
ed; it makes us deſire further and further Commu- 
nion with Him. There is an attractive Force in 
Ghriffs Love; whereſoeyer it is, it draws the 

Heart and Affections after it. q 
| ET. 
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Lr us then often warm our Hearts with the 
Conſideration hereof, becauſe all our Love is from 
this Love of his. Ohl the wonderful Love of Gop, 
that both ſuch tranfcendent Majeſty, and ſuch in- 
finite Love ſhould dwell together! We fay, Ma- 
jeſty and Love never dwell together, beczalh, Love 
is an Abaſing of the Soul to all Services. But here- 
in it is falſe; for here Majeſty and Love dwell to- 
ether in the Heart of one Chrit; which Majeſty 
bath ftooped as low, as his Almighty Power could 
ive Leave. Nay, it was an Almighty Power that 
He could ſtoop fo low, and yet be Gop keeping 
his Maj ſtill: For Gop to become Man, to 
hide his Majefty for a while, not to be known to 
be Gop, and to hide it ſo far as to die for us. 
What an almighty Power was this, that could go 
ſo low, and yet preſerve Himfelf Gop till? Yet 
this we ſee in our bleſſed Saviour. The greateſt 
Majeſty met with the greateſt Abaſement that ever 
was, and all out of Love to our poor Souls. There 
was no Abaſement that ever was fo low as that of 
Chrift for us, to want for a Time even the Com- 
fort of the Preſence of his Father: For Him to live 
fo long out of Heaven, and oftimes without Com- 
fort, that He might be a Sacrifice for our Sins, 
what a Condeſcending was this? It is faid, P/al. 
exiii. 6, That Gop oops to behold the Things done 
here below. It is indeed a wondrous Condeſcend- 
ing that Gop will look upon Things below; but 
that He ſhould become Man, and fuffer as He did 
here, this is Humility to Aſtoniſhment. We think 
Humility is not a Grace becoming the Marcy of 
Gop: It is not indeed; but there is fome Re - 
| blance of that Grace in Crit, that He ſhould vail 
Himſelf with Fleſh, and all out of Love to us. The 
Conſideration of theſe Things is wondrous effec- 
tual, as to ſtrengthen Faith, ſo to kindle Love. 


NEXT 
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Nx Xx follows, Ay Deve. When Chriſi was bap- 
tized, the Holy Ghoſt appeared in the Shape of a 


Dove, to diſcover, that Chri/? ſhould have the Diſ 


poſition of a Dove, and be meek and gentle; as 
likewiſe to ſhew what his Office ſhould be. For even 
as the Dove in Neah's Ark was ſent out and came 
again to the Ark with an Olive Branch, to ſhew 
that the Waters were abated : So Chriſt was to come 
with an Olive Leaf of Peace and Reconciliation 
in his Mouth, to ſhew that Gop's Wrath was ap- 
peaſed. Now the Spirit that framed Him to be 
Uke a Dove, frames the Church to be like a Dove; 
as the Ointment that was poured on Aaron's. Head ran 
dawn upon the Skirts of bis Garments. 


_ Tax Church is compared to a Dove, 1. Be- 
cauſe it hath the like Diſpoſition as is found in a 
Dove. There is ſome Geod in all Creatures; there 


is none but hath a Beam of God's Majeſty, of ſome 
Attribute; but ſome more than others. There is 


an Image of Virtue even in the inferior Creatures, 
Wherefore the Scriptures ſend us to them for many 
Virtues; as the Sluggard to the Ant: And indeed 


we may ſee the true Perfection of the firſt Creation, 


more in the Creaturcs than in ourſelves; for there 
is no ſuch Degeneration in any Creature, as there is 


uin Man. 


Tax firſt Property of a Dove I ſhall mention, 
is Meekneſs: And the Church is meek both to 
God and Man, not given to Murmurings and 


Revenge. Herceby we thew ourſelves to have the 
Spirit of Cbriſt. And this Grace diſpoſech us to a 


nearer Communion with Gop, than other Graces: 
It is a Grace that Gop moſt delights in, and would 
have his Spouſe to be adorn'd with. AZo/es, we 
read, was a mighty Man in Prayer; and a ſpecial 
Means to fit him thereunto, was, he was * 


„ <a FA -- 


So the 
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Man on Earth. Thereſore in that Grace we muſt 
eſpecially be like this meek Creature, which hath 
no Way to revenge itſelf. . 


AGAIN the Dove is a ſimple Creature, without 
Guile. There is a Simplicity that is ſinful, when 
there is no Mixture of Wiſdom in it; and there 
is a Simplicity wherewith Gop is ſimple: There 
is Nothing contrary in Him; there is no Mixture 
of any Thing oppoſite: So there is a good Simpli- 
city in us, when there is no Mixture of Fraud, no 
roy? in the Soul. In this we are to be like 

Oves. 


AGAIN, this Creature is a faithful Creature; that 
is mainly here aimed at; it is faithful to the Mate: 
Chriſtian, by the Spirit of Gop, is made 
faithful to Chriſt; keeps the Judgment chaſt, is 
not tainted with Errors and Sins; keeps his Af- 
feftions chaſte likewiſe, ſets nothing in his Heart 
above Chriſt; I/hom bath he in Heaven but Him, 
and what is there on Earth he deſires beſides Him? 


Ada, this Creature is of a neat Diſpoſition ; 
it will not lodge where it ſhall be troubled with 
Stench; and it likewiſe feeds on pure Grain: So 
the Chriſtian Soul in this Reſpect is like a Dove, 
that will not feed upon finful Pleaſures, but upon 
Cbriſt and ſpiritual Things. A natural Man feed- 
eth upon Duſt, Earth and earthly Things; but a 
Chriſtian will not feed on that which is baſe and 
earthly, but upon heavenly and ſpiritual Things. 


AGAIN, 2. The Church is compared to a Dove, 
on Account of its mournful, ſuffering Condition. 
The Dove is moleſted by all the Birds of Prey, it be- 
ing the common Prey of all other ravenous Birds. So 
the poor Church of Gov is perſecuted and _ 
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Bur, what Defence hath Gop's Church? Why | 


none, but Flight; Even as the Dove hath Nothing 
but Flight; it hath no Talons to wound. So we 
are to fly to Gop as to our Mountain, fly to the 
Ark that Gop may take us in. "The Church of 
Gop hath no other Refuge, but to be houſed in 


A MOURNING State is likewiſe generally the 
Lot of the Church; as Hezetiah ſaith of himſelf, 
1}. xxxviii. He mourned as a Dove, and chattered 
Ade a Crane. She, like the Turtle, mourns in all 
Afflictions, Deſertions and Moleſtations of wicked 
Men; ſhe mourns to Gop, who hears the Bemoan- 
ings of his own Spirit in them; and woe to all other 
Birds, the Birds of Prey, when the Turtles mourn 
becauſe of their Cruelty; it is a Preſage of Ruin to 
them, when they force the Turtle to Sorrow and 
Mourning. So much for the Title of Dove. 


Tus laſt Compellation is, My Undefiled. The 
Church is undefiled, eſpecially in that it is the 
Spouſe of Chrift, and cloathed with the Robes of 
his Righteouſneſs. For there is an Exchange as 


oon as ever we are united to Chriſt; our Sins are 


laid upon Him, and his Righteouſneſs is made 


, CartsT and his Church are not to be conſider- 
ed as two, when we ſpeak of this Undefiledneſs, 
but as one. And the Church having Chriſt with 
all that is Chri/7's, they have the Field, and the 
Pearl in the Field together; and Chriſt giving Him- 
ſelf to the Church, He gives his Righteouſneſs and 
his Perfection; all is the Church's. The Conſci- 
ence knows its own Imperfection: So it is defiled, 
and accuſeth of Sin: Yet as it looks to Chriſl, it 
{ces itſelf pure, and purged from all Sin. __ 
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the Victory of Faith, in the deepeſt Senſe of Sin, 
Pollution and Defilement in ourſelves, at the fame 
Time, to ſee an abſolute and perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs in Feſus Chriſt. Herein is the Triumph of 
Faith whereby it anſwers God. And Chri/? who 
ſces our Imperfections (but it is to purge and cleanſe 
them away, not to condemn us for them) at the 
ſame Time ſees us in his own Love, cloathed 
with his Righteouſneſs, as one with Himſelf, en- 
dowed with whatſoever He hath; his Satisfaction 
and Obedience being ours, as verily as any Thing, 
in the World is. Thus He looks on us, and thus 
Faith looks upon Him too, and together with the 
Sight and Senſe of Sin, it apprehends Righteouſ- 
neſs, perfect Righteouſneſs, and fo is undefiled 


THis is the main Point in Religion, and the 
Comfort of Chriſtians to be loſt in themſelves, as 
it were, and to be only found in Chriſt, not hav- 
ing their own Righteouſneſs but the Righteruſneſs of 
Gop in Him. This is a Myſtery which none 
knows but a believing Soul: None ſee Corruption 
more, none ſee themſelves freed more; they have an. 
inward Sight to ſee Corruption, and an inward Faith 
to ſee Gop reconciled. And ſurely there can be no 
reater Honour to Chriſt than this, In the Senſe of 
n, of Wants, Imperfections, Stains and Blemiſh- 
es, to wrap ourſelves in the Righteouſnefs of Chriſt, 
with Boldneſs to go cloathed in the Garments of 
this our elder Brother to the Throne of Grace. This 
is an Honour to Chriſt, to attribute ſo much to his 
Righteouſneſs, That being cloathed therewith, we 
can boldly break thro* the Fire of Gop's Juſtice, 
and all thoſe terrible Attributes, when we ſee them 
all, as it were, fatisfied fully in Chri/? : For Chri/t 
with his Righteouſneſs could go thro' the Juſtice of 
Gop, having ſatisfied it to the full for us. And 
a 2 1 1 . * r we 
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we being cloathed with this his Righteouſneſs and 
Satisfaction, may go through too. | 
Buy r beſides that, there is another Quality in 


the Church, in Reſpect to which the is called Un- 
defiled ; that is, in Purity of Diſpoſition, tending 


to Perfection. For we are choſen unto Perfection, 


and to be holy in his Sight, and perfectly holy, 
undefiled and pure. 


_ Wnrar did God aim at in chooſing us? Did 
He aim at theſe imperfect Beginnings to reſt there? 
No; we were choſen to Perfection: For as in this 
natural Life, with Regard to the Body, Gop pur- 
poſed that we ſhould not only have all the Limbs 
of Men, but grow from Infancy to Perfection : So 
noQueſtian He intends for the Soul, that we ſhould 
not only have the Lineaments of Chriſtianity, a 
ſanctiſied Judgement, with Affections in Part re- 
newed; but He hath choſen us to entire Perfec- 
tion. 


AND indeed it is the Character of a judicious, be- 
| heving Chriſtian Soul, that he can value the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chri/? out of himſelf,” labouring, liv- 
ing and dying, to appear in that, and yet comfort 
himſelf during this Conflict between the Fleſh and 
the Spirit, that in Time this inherent Grace ſhall 
be brought to Perfection. And Chri/s Deſire 
is, that the Work of Grace ſhould be perfected in 
us: The End of Redemption is, that He might 


purge his Church here, and make it a glorious | 


Spouſe in Heaven. Hr looks upon us, as we ſhall 
be e're long; and therefore we are ſaid to be dead 
to Sin, while we are dying to it. As a Man, when 
he is condemned, going to his Execution, is a 
dead Man: So there is a Sentence paſſed upon Sin 
and Corruption; it ſhall be aboliſhed * 
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Therefore it is dead in Sentence, and is dying in 
Execution. So we are ſaid to ſit in heavenly Places 
with Chriſt ; becauſe He means to bring us thither. 
Thus Faith looks upon Chrift, and Chriſt looks 
thus upon us. This ſhould comfort us in Weak- 
neſs, that Gop regards us not in our preſent Im- 
perfections, but as He means to make us ere long. 


WHAT ſhould we do then, if Chris doth make 
his Church thus, his Love, his Dove, his Undefiled, 
but lay open our Souls to his Love, and reflect 
Love to Him again? This perpetual Intercourſe 
between Chriſt and his Spouſe, is her main Happi- 
neſs here, and her eternal Happineſs in Heaven. 
In looking on Him, who hath done ſo much for 
us, He ſhines on us, and we look back again upon 
Him. A Chriſtian ſhould ſay, My Love was cru- 
cihed, my Love died, my Love is in Heaven: And 
for the Things on Earth, I love them, as they have 
a Beam of Him in them, as they lead me to Him ; 
but He is my Love; there my Love is pitched, 
even upon Him. This is the Ground of theſe 
Scripture Phraſes, Our Converſation is in Heaven, 
from whence we look for the Saviour, the Loxn 
Jeſus Chriſt. And ſet your Aections on "Things 
above. Why? Chriſt our Love is there. The Soul 
is more where it loves, than where its Reſidence is. 
It dies, as it were, to other Things, and lives in 
the Thing it loves; therefore our Thoughts and 
Affections, our Joy and Delight, ſhould be drawn 
up to Chriſt; for indeed his Love hath fuch a mag- 
netick Force, that where it is, it will draw up the 
heavy Iron, the groſs Soul, and make it heavenly; 
for there is a binding, a drawing Force in this ex- 
cellent Affection of Loe. | 


Acany: Since He accounts us undefiled, be- 
cauſe He means to make us ſo, and now looks on 
Vol. X. Lo us, 
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us, as we ſhall be: In all our Infirmitics, let us 
comfort ourſelves thus; It ſhall not be always 
« thus with me; this Fleſh: of mine ſhall decay as 
* Saui's Houſe, and the Spirit at laſt: ſhall con- 
quer in all this. I am not choſen to this Be- 
&« ginning, to this conflicting Courſe of Life; 1 
„am choſen to Triumph, to Perfection of Grace, 
This is my Comfort, I ſhall get the better at 
«-laft.” Let us ſtill rejoice, in that we are choſen 
to Sanctification, which is a little begun, being an 
Earneſt of other Bleflings. Let us not reſt in the 
Pledge or in the Earneſt, but labour for: a further 
Pledge of more Strength and Grace: For thoſe that 
have the Spirit of Chrz/?, will ſtrive to be as unſpot- 
ted, and as heavenly as they can; to fit themſelves 
for that heavenly Condition as much as may be; 
and becauſe they cannot be in Heaven, now, yet 
they will converſe there as much as they can; and 
becauſe they cannot be with ſuch Company altoge- 
ther, they will be as much as may be, labouring 
as they are able, to be that which they - ſhall be 
\, hereafter. Imperfection contents them not; and 
therefore they pray {till in the Loxp's 1 Thy 
| Kingdom come. Nothing contents them but Per- 


Mx come now to ſpeak of the Inconveniencies 
that Chri/i ſuffered, Which He lays. before the 
Church in order to move her to;open to Him: 14 
Head is filled with Dew, and my Locks with the 
Dreps of the Night. Wherein He ſhews what He 
ſuffered ; which Sufferings are of two Sorts: 1: In 
Himſclf: 2. In his Miniſters. + 


Is Himſelf, and in his on bleſſed Perſon what 
did He endure, while He went up and down doing 
Good? But more eſpecially towards his latter End, 
his Head was not only filled with the Dew, 1 
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his Body with Drops of Blood. Drops of Blood 
came from Him, . becauſe of the Anguiſh of his 
Spirit, and the Senſe of Gop's Wrath for our Sins. 
Yea, upon the Croſs, what did He endure. when 
under a Senſe of God's Anger for our Sins? He 


cried out, My Gon, my Gp, why haſt thou for- 
ſalen me? And then 2. What does he ſuffer in his 
Miniſters? How was He uſed in the Apoſtles that 
were after Him and in the Miniſters of the Church 


ever ſince?. What Indignities endured they in the 
Primitive Church, that were the Publiſhers of the 


Goſpel? "Thoſe ſweet Preachers, for inviting, 


Men to open to Chri/?, were killed: So cru 
is the Heart of carhal Men, that it offereth 


Violence to them that Love them moſt. What 


greater Love, than the Love of the Soul? Yet this 
is the Satanical Temper of Mens Hearts, they hate 
thoſe Men moſt, that deal this Way moſt truly and 


lovingly with' them. It is not that the Goſpel is 


ſuch an hard Meſſage: It is the Word of Recon- 
ciliation, and the Word of Life; but the Heart 


hates it, becauſe it would draw Men from their 


preſent Condition; and therefore, Condemnation is 
come into the World, in that Men hate the Light, be- 
cauſe their Forks are evil, Joh. iii. 19. Is there any 
Thing truly and cordially hated but Grace? And 
are any Perſons heartily and cordially hated in the 


World fo much as the Pubhfhers of Grace, and 


the Profeſſors of it? No. But why? Becauſe they 
moſt of all upbraid, and meddle with the Corrup- 


tions of Men, that are dearer to them than'their 


own Souls. ' 

Now what Patience is there in Crit to ſuffer 
Himſelf in his Meſſengers and in his Children, to be 
thus uſed? And in that He bears ſo many Injuries, 


ſo many Affronts from us before we turn to Him, 


we ſhould learn to imitate Chr:/?; never to give o- 
ver as long as Gop continues Life with any Ad- 
A & vantage 
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vantage and Opportunity to do Good to any Soul, 


but wait, if Gop at any Time will give them 
Grace. And in that our Saviour Chrift, here 
would thus ſet forth his Love, and his Patience 
in his Love, in bearing with us, it ſhould win our 
Hearts with all Readineſs and Thankfulneſs to re- 
ceive Him, when He comes to work in our Souls, 
Let us not therefore be careleſs of our own Souls, 
but let it move our Hearts to melt towards Him. 


Lr us now conſider the Excuſes the Church 
made for not Opening immediately to her Beloved, 
as they are ſet down, Ver. 3. I have put off my 
Caat, how ſhall I put it an? 1 bave waſhed my Feet, 
how ſhall I defile them? EY 


| NoTwiTHSTANDING all Chri/?s Perſwaſion, 
yet we find the Church draws back, and ſeems to 
have Reaſon fo do. 7 Rowe, por off my Coat, how 
Hall I put it on again to let Thee in? I have waſh- 
ed my Feet, (a Phraſe taken from the Cuſtom of 
thoſe hot Countries) how ſhall I defile them to riſe 
and open the Door to Thee? There is a ſpiritual 
Meaning herein]; as if ſhe had faid, I have ſome 
Eaſe oy this ſleepy Profeſſion, ſome Freedom from 
evil Tongues, and ſome Exemption from ſome 
Troubles I was in before, I was then too indiſcreet; 
wilt Thou call me again to thoſe Troubles that 
I have wiſely avoided. No; I have put off my Coat, 
haw ſhall I put it en? I have waſhed my Feet, how 
Hall I defile them? I am content to be as I am 
without further troubling myſelf. Thus the Church 
puts off Chri/?. + SY 


THAT which is obſervable is this; That it is 
not an eaſy Matter to bring the Soul and Chr: 
together into near Fellowſhip. We ſee here how 
the Church draws back ; for Nature moves either 
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not to yield at all to r or to be cold and un- 
ſettled therein. Nature knows that a near Com- 
munion with Chriſt cannot ſtand with Favouring 


any Corruption, and therefore will do ſomething, 


but not enough; it will yield to ſomething, but 
not to that which it ſhould do, to that Communion 
and Fellowſhip that we ought to have with Chris. 
To inſtance in ſome Particulars: 


A CunisTiaNn's Life ſhould be nothing but a 


Communion with Chri/?, a Walking in the Spirit. 
He ſhould adorn his Profeflion by a lively Per- 
formance of all Duty, and be exemplary to others 
and ſhould be in ſuch a Frame, that he ſhould walk 
continually in the Comforts of the Heiy Ghoſt, undiſ- 


mayed, and undaunted, and abound in the Fruits of 


the Spirit, and do all the Good he can whereſoe- 
ver he comes: He fhould cep hrmſelf unſpotted from 
the Morld, go againſt the Stream, and be continu- 
ally in ſuch a Temper, that it ſhould be the Joy of 
his Heart to be diſſolved and to be with Chris. But 
will Nature endure this, think you? No, it will not. 
You fhall ſee more f articularly in this next Obſer- 
vation. | 


Ons Way, whereby our Nature hinders this 
Communion with Chr, and the Shining of a 
Believer in a Chriſtian Courſe, is by falſe Preten- 
ces, Reaſons and Excuſes. The Fleſh never wants 
Excuſes and Pretences to ſhift and ſhuffle off Du- 
ties; there was never yet any careleſs ſinful Courſe, 
but it had the Fleſh to juſtify it with one Reaſon 
or other; there was never yet any came to Hell, 


but had ſome Pretence for coming thither : And 


therefore it is good to underſtand the Shifts of Na- 
ture, and the Pretences which it hath. As it is 
good to know the Truth of Gon, and of Chr: 
revealed in his Word, fo it is to know the Fal 
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neſs and Deceitfulneſs of our own Hearts. Every 
one hath his ſeveral Pretexts, as his State and Con- 
dition is. We think we ſhould be Loſers, if we 


{4 give ourfelves to that Degree of Goodneſs which 


others do; whereas Gop doth curſe thoſe Bleſſings 
which Men get with Neglect of Duty to Him. 
Whenever any one enters upon a Chriſtian Courſe, 
how many Objections will be immediately brought? 
Thou fhalt loſe the Favour of ſuch an one.” Ne- 
ver care for that Favour thou canſt not keep with 
God's. The Favour of Man is a Snare, take Heed 
of that Favour that ſnares thee : Thou loſeſt their 
Favour and Company ; but thou gaineſt the Fa- 
your of Chriſt, and Company of Angels. Yea, 
but the World will rail on me, and reproach me 


with my old Sins.” Care not: Gop will do thee 


Good for that; as David ſaid, when Shimei curſed 
him. © Yea, but I ſhall loſe my Pleaſure :”” Oh! but 
carnal Pleaſures end in Death: They are at beſt 
but Pleaſures of Sin for a. Seaſon; and thou ſhalt 
not loſe by the Change; for the Ways of Wiſdom 
ere Pleaſantreſs: However outwardly it ſeems, yet 
there is a Paradiſe within. But if be thus pre- 
ciſe, the Times are fo bad, I ſhall be alone.“ Com- 
plain not of the Times when thou makeſt them 
worſe. Thou ſhouldſt make the Limes better. The 
worſe the Times are, the better be thou; for this 
is thy Glory, to be good in an evil Generation. 
What brings Deſtruction on Gop's People, but 
their Joining with the Wicked? When they joined 
with the Children of Men, then came the Flood. 


Tuossx likewiſe that are Worldly, have Excuſes 
alſo: (But I muſt tend my Calling: He that pro- 
vides not for his Family, is worſe than an Infidel.” As 
if Gop had ſet up any Calling to hinder the Call- 
ing of Chriſtianity : As if that were not the greateſt 
Calling, and the beſt Part that will abide with us 


forever : 


nn 5 Qu I _£A ©» ww 


SO yy 8. „% -=,., * 9 rm» 


-ot 3 


tl 
N 


Betwixt Chriſt and bis Church. 271 


forever: As if it were not the Part of a Chriſtian 
to redeem Time from his Calling to the Duties of 


Chriſtianity. 2 I have no Time, ſay you, what 


will you have me to do?” Why, what Time had 
David? He meditated on the Ls of Gop Day. 


and Night; and yet he had the Affairs of a King- 


dom on his Hands. 


Tus every one as their State and Condition is, 
have ſeveral Pretences and Excuſes. Thoſe that. 


are young ſay, * We have Time enough for theſe. 


Things;” whereas, (beſides the Uncertainty of Life) 
the Cuſtom of Sin, the Engaging our Hearts deep- 
er and deeper into the World, makes it a more 
difficult Thing to be a Chriſtian. It more and 
more darkens our Underſtanding, and eſtrangeth 
our AﬀeCtions from good Things. Time is a ſpe- 
cial Mercy; but when thou haſt not Time only, 
but the Means, good Company, and good Moti- 
ons, thou mayeſt never have ſuch a Gale again; 
thy Heart may be hardened through the Deceitful- 
neſs of Sin. Again, who would want the Com- 
forts of Religion even for the preſent? As SN 
ſaith, I have wanted thy Sweetneſs too long. hat 
Folly is it to want the Sweetneſs and Comfort of 
Religion, ſo long as we may have it? 


|  OTHnxxs pretend, the Uncomfortableneſs of Re- 
ligion; when as indeed, there is no found Comfort. 
without having our Hearts in a perfect Communion 
| with Chri/f. There is no Pleaſure like the Plea- 
ſure of ſerving Gop. As the Fire hath Light and 
Heat always in it; ſo there is no holy Action that 
we perform throughly, but, as it hath an Increaſe 
of Strength, ſo of Comfort and Joy annexed to it. 
There is a preſent Reward annexed to all Things 
that are ſpiritually good; they carry with them pre- 
ſent Peace and Joy. 
k FOE” TOY THESE 
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TrntsE and a Thouſand ſuch like Diſcourape- | 


ments Men frame to themſelves. “ My Health will 
not ſerve; I ſhall endanger my Life.” There is 2 
Lian in the Ma, (ſaich the Sluggard) who, with 
his Excuſes, thinks himſelf wiſer than the 1Wiſe/t in 
the City. There is none fo wiſe as the Sluggard: 
For Belly Policy teacheth him a great many Ex- 
cuſes, which he thinks will go for Wiſdom ; be- 
cauſe by them he thinks to fleep in a whole Skin: 
Yet he is but a Sluggard for all that; and though 
he plead, Yet a little While; Poverty (not only 
outward, but ſpiritual Poverty) and Baireundh of 
Soul, will come upon him as an armed Man. 


Bur what Courſe ſhould we take that we may 


attain a Reliſh of heavenly Things: fo as not to 
loath religious Exerciſes, or put them off with Ex- 
cuſes? 


Frs r, Reſolve not to conſult with Fleſh and 


Blood: for it always counſels us for Eaſe; as Peter 


counſelled Chriſt. We have a Nature in us like 
unto Peter; it ſtill ſays, Spare, Pity thyſelf. If Men 
were in a City environed round with Enemies, 
would they conſult with them what they ſhould do 
for the Defence of the City? Were it not a mad 
Part? And is it not a greater Madneſs when Chri- 
ſtians conſult with Fleſh and Blood what they 
ſhould do in Duties of Obedience? We ſhould take 
Heed therefore of conſulting with our Enemy ; of 
liſtening to the Counſel of Fleſh and Blood; eſpe- 
cially when the Matter comes to Suffering ; for 
there of all other "Things, Fleſh and Blood doth 
draw back. Every one hath a Peter in himſelf, 
that ſaith, Spare thyſelf: Thou art indifcreet to 
venture thyſelf upon this and that Hazard. But 
where the Judgment is convinced of the Goodneſs 
of the Cauſe, go on, whatſoever the Suffering 5 
: | | . 
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it is an Enemy, and therefore is to be ſuſpected : 
Secondly, becauſe it is ſaid, Fleh and Blood ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. There is no 


the Fleſh. Silence all preſently, as ſoon as ever 


Juſtify the Ways of Gop, and to anſwer Cavills, 
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It is not neceſſary that we ſhould live in Riches, 
Honours, Pleaſures; but it is neceſſary that we ſhould 
live good Chriſtians. Therefore when Fleſh and 
Blood objecteth, conſult not with it: Firſt, becauſe 


' * 


following of Chriſi, conſidering our Fleſh is ſo full 
of Cavils and Excuſes, unlefs we practiſe that hea» 
venly Leſſon, to deny 1 73 our whole ſelf, our 
Wit and Reaſon, our Will and Affections in the 
Matters of Gop. Say Nay to all the Sluggiſhneſs of 


they diſcourage thee from holy Ways. Conſider 
whence they come; (which is enough) from Gop's 
and our Enemy, and the worſt Enemy we have, 
that lieth in our own Boſom. n. 


W1THALL, in ſpiritual Courſes, let us arm our- 
ſelves with Reſolution. Firſt, conclude, It is ſo, 
or not ſo.? Let our Judgments be convinced; and 
get Reſolution from Soundneſs of Conviction, that 
uch Things are good, and that they are beſt for 
us; and beſt for us at this Time; the ſooner the 
better; that there is an abſolute Neceſſity to have 
them, and that they are everlaſtingly good. 


Axy further, let us be able by ſound Reaſons ta 


to give an Account of what we do to ourſelves and 
others. To have Reaſons ready from Scripture, 
is an excellent Thing; when we are able to juſtify 
whatſoever we do by the Word, againſt all the 
Quarrels of our own Hearts and others. When we 
are led to do Things only by the Example of others, 
then. we are ofttimes put to it on the ſudden by 
Temptations : Let us therefore labour to do Things 
upon good Grounds, and be able to Juſtify all the 


aq Ways 
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Ways of Religion, by Reaſons unanſwerable, that 
may ſilenee corrupt Nature, and ſtop the Mouth of 
the Devil himſelf, Mrs | ahi 


. AGAIN, let us be, not only inured to the. Yoke 
8 Religion, but likewiſe to endure Difficulties, 

ppolition and Hardſhip; as the Apoſtle ſtands 
upon it to Timothy, To endure Hardſhip, and Afflicti- 
ons, If the Thing be good and warrantable, neg- 
lect the Speeches of the World. What are the 
Speeches of a Company of Men in the State of 
2 that we ſnould regard them ſo, as not to 


f 1 - 


_ endure Hardſhip in ſuch Things, of the Goodneſs 


whereof we are convinced? But in theſe Days Men 
take yp. a delicate Proſeſſion of Religion. Men will 
be religious, but they will ſuffer nothing. They, 
will part with nothing, be at no Loſs, ſuffer no 


Cross, be at no Pains with Religion. This deli- 


cate Profeſſion (if any thing among us) threaten- 
eth the Removing of the Goſpel we enjoy. How 


Will they ſuffer Afflictions for the Goſpel (if ſuch 
Times come) that will not part with a corrupt 


Faſhion, a Superfluity now? Here is a Profeſſion of 
ligion indeed, that will-not endure ſo much as a 
Check. This extreme Lenderneſs in the Matters 
of Gop and Salvation, is the Cauſe why many ex- 


ternally periſh. > | [ 1 8 


AAN, remember to do all N to Gon, 
and not to Man; and then whatſoever 


Diſcourage- 
ment there is from Men, we ſhould not be dil- 
couraged. We hear Men continually complain of 
others, that they are unthankful, and why ſhould 
we do any thing for them? Why? Do it to Gop. 
Let. us do Juſtice and ſhew Mercy, and God will 
accept it, tho Men do not. It is beſt to have 
Gop's Reward. In this World it is to meet 
with unthankful Perſons, becauſe elſe we ſhould 

| | x meet 
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meet with our Reward here. It is good to do 


ſomewhat for Gop's Sake, and for Religion; 


let 


People be as thankful as they will, to ſay, I did 
it not altogether to you, but to Gon, If a Man 
regard the Diſcouragement of the World, he ſhall 
never do that which is good; People in the World 


are ſo unthankful to thoſe that with them beſt, 


and 


that do beſt to them. But if a Man do a Thing 
to Gor, and do it out of Duty and Conſcience, 
| he may hold on, tho' he have never ſo many Diſ⸗- 


couragements in the World. 


| LasTLy, let us help ourſelves to go through all 


Diſcouragements, whatever they be, with won 


the Glory to come before our Eyes. Let us ] 


unto the Recompence of Reward, not to the pre- 
ſent Diſcouragement. What makes a Soldier fight 
hard for Victory? The Sweetneſs of the Triumph. 
Conſider the Iſſue which followeth a careful chriſtian 
Life; a near and perfect Walking with Gop, Up- 
on this Ground the Apoſtle exhorts us, 7» be abun- 


dant in the Wark of the Lox D; Fnawing that 
Labaur is not in vain in the LORD, 


our 


Ws ſhall now ſee the Conſequence of all thoſe 
Excuſes of the Church, whereby ſhe puts off Chrift; 
as it is ſet down, Ver. 4, 5, 6. My Beloved put in 
his Hand by the Hole , the Door, aud my ms 
were moved for Him. I roſe ts open to my Beloved, 
and my Hands dropped with Myrrh, and my Fingers 


with ſaeet-ſmelling Myrrh upon the Handles of 


Lock. I roſe to open to my Beloved, but my Beloved 


bad withdrawn Himſelf, and was gone. 


4 THERE are three Things here obſervable: 


The Conſequence of the Church's Drowſin 


the 


7. 
cis; 


 Chriff's withdrawing Himſelf. 2. His gracious deal- 
ing when He withdrew Himſelf; And, 3. — 
8 C 


Suc 
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Succeſs of Chriſt's Departure: which is ſet forth 
in theſe Inſtances, 1. The Church's Bowels were 
moved in her, which were hard before. 2. She 
roſe up out of her Bed, wherein formerly ſhe had 
compoſed herſelf to reſt. And, 3. She ſeeks and 
calls after Him. | : 


Taz firſt doctrinal Point which is to be obſerv'd 
out of theſe Verſes, is, That Chri/t doth ſometimes 
leave his Children, as He did the Church here. 
But what Kind of Leaving is it? Chri/fs With- 
drawings of Himſelf are either in Regard of out- 
ward or inward Comforts and Helps. 1. Chri/t leaves 
his Church ſometimes, by taking away the Means 
of Salvation, the Miniſtry, or by taking away out- 
ward Comforts; which Withdrawing of his, eſpe- 
cially if He accompany the Taking of them away 
with ſome Signs of his Diſpleaſure, or Senſe of his 
Anger, doth imbitter all Loſſes ; when they come 
from Chrift, as a Teſtimony of his Anger for our 
former Unkindneſs. 2. Sometimes his Forſaking 
is more inward ; and that is double ; either in Re- 
gard of Peace and Joy, inward Comfort that the 
Soul had wont to feel in the Ordinances by the 
Spirit of Chri/? ; or in Regard of Strength and Aſ- 
ſiſtance, when he leaves them to themſelves to fall 
into ſome Sin. And that Chri thus leaves his 
Church, is true of all, both of the Body and of 
each particular Member, 


Bur obſerve this ſecond Point, that the Cauſe 
reſts in ourſelves why Chriſt withdraws Comfort 
from our Souls; and if we ſearch our own Hearts, 
we ſhall find it ſo. And the uſual Cauſes are theſe, 
1. When we are unkind to Chriſt, and repel the 
ſweet Motions of the Spirit: e Church uſed 
Chri/t unkindly ; therefore He left her. 2. When 

. | We 
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we improye not the precious Means of Salvation 
that we enjoy: A Diſcontinuing of religious Ex- 
erciſes. He withdraws Himſelf from our Souls, 
when we neglect the Means, and ſtir not up the 


Graces of Gop's Spirit. 3. When we are care- 
leſs of our Converſation or Company: This will 


cauſe a Strangeneſs between Chri/? and the Soul, 
when we caſt ourſelves imprudently into Company, 
in whom the Spirit is not. Evil Company is a great 
Damp; it cauſeth a Chriſtian to loſe his Comfort 
much. 4. When we linger after catnal Liberties 
and Eaſe. 5. When we yield to carnal Policy, 

4 1 Courſe. 6. 
When we linger after earthly Things and Comforts. 
When we prize not the Communion that ſhould be 


between the Soul and Chriſt, as we ought; ſaying, 
N hem have I in Heaven but Thee? And Thy Loving 


Kindneſs is better than the Life it jelf; It is juſt with 
Chriſi to make Himſelf ſtrange, Where Love is 
not eſteemed, it is eſtranged. And, 7. When we 
tremble not at Gop's Judgments and Threatnings, 
and at the Signs of them. N 


THEREFORE if we do not enjoy more Acquain- 
tance. with Chriſt than we do, and walk more in 
the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt; let us lay our 
Hand upon our Mouth, and juſtify Chriff. It is 
juſt with thee to deal thus with me, that have dealt 
lo unkindly with Thee. So to juſlify Go p, and 
accuſe ourſelves, is the beſt Way to recover ſpiri- 
tual Comfort. 


A THIRD Point to be obſerved, is, tho Chri/t 
leave us, upon our Drowſineſs and unworthy Car- 
riage towards Him, yet notwithſtanding He leaves 
ſome Footſteps of his Grace upon the Soul. He 
ſtands at the Door and leaves Myrrh behind; ſome- 
thing in the Heart that c_—_ a Hankering [a4 
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Him. So here, howfoever Chri/t had withdrawn 
Himſelf from the Church, yet He left behind Him 
A Spirit of Grace, to affect her Heart with Sorrow, 
and Shame, and to ſtir up her Endeavours to ſeek 
after Him, J reſe to epen to my Beloved, and my Hands 
arept Hin, and my Fingers feeeet-fſmelling Myrrh. 


* OBSERVE here, that Chri/?'s Grace is the Cauſe 
of our Grace. He firſt leaves Myrrh, and then 


| Her Fingers drop Myrrb. Out of his Fulheſs we re- 


ceive Grace for Grace; that is, our Grace is anſwer- 
able to the Grace of Chrift. © We have all from 
Him; Favour for his Favour; becauſe He is be- 
foved; we are beloved; we have the Grace of Sanc- 
tihcation from Him; He was ſanctified with the 
Spirit, therefore we are ſanctified; He is the Son 
of Gop, therefore we are Sons; He is the Heir of 
Heaven, therefore we are Heirs; fo that of his 
Grace, it is we receive all; we have our Myrrh 
from his Myrrh. And this ſhould teach us, the 
Neceſſity of Dependence upon Chr, for whatſo- 
ever we have or would have: And likewiſe of en- 
deavouring after Grace; becauſe we find the 
Chutf's F ingers dropped Myrrh when ſhe open- 
ed the Door, and ſtirred up herſelf to Endeavour. 
When firft her Bowels were moved, then ſhe haſt- 
ens to the Door, and then her Hands dropped 
Myrrh; fo that we find Experience of the Grace 
of Chris, eſpecially when we ftir up. ourſelves to 
Endeavour. Ariſe and be doing, and the LoRD 
ſhall le with thee (faith David to Solomon) ; ſo let us 
rouze up ourſelves to endeavour, and we ſhall find 
a gracious Preſence of Chri/?, and a bleſſed Afiit- 
ance of the Spirit. To him that hath. ſhall be given: 
if he exerciſe and ſtir up the Grace of Gop in him. 
Therefore let us ſtir up the Graces of Gop in us; 
jet us fall upon Actions of Obedience, ſecond them 


with Prayer; whatſoever we pray for and deſire, - 
uro 
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upon the Practice thereof. We mock Gop, except 
we endeavour for that we deſire. Keep not off and 


ſay, I am dead and drowſy, therefore I ſhall be (till 


ſo, You are deccived: Fall upon Obedience and 
Practiſing of holy Duties, and in the Midſt thereot 
thou ſhalt find the Preſence and Aſſiſtance of Gon's 
Spirit, that will comfort thee. | 


THis fourth Point likewiſe ariſeth from the fore- 
mentioned Verſes, That the Church, by Reaſon of 
this gracious. Dealing of Chriſt, leaving ſomewhat 
behind Him, is ſenſible of her former Unkindneſe, 
and reſtleſs, till ſhe have recover'd her former Com- 
munion with Him. For that Expreſſion, Ze pur 
his Finger in by the Hole of the Door, implies, that 


. Chrift before He departed left by his Spirit an Im- 
, preſſion on the Church's Heart, which deeply at- 


fected her to ſeek aſter Him. 


Tux Fingers ſpoken of, are nothing but the 
Power of his Spirit, (as the uſual Scripture Phraſe 
is, This is Gob's Finger, God's mighty Hand) 


without which all Ordinances are incftectual. 


Ir follows, her Bowels were moved aftr Him; 
which implies a Work ef the Spirit upon her, 
whereby her Heart was moved to ſeek after 7. 


Behold in this his Dealing the Mercy of Crit: He 


will not ſuffer: the Church to be in a State of Secu- 
rity, but will rather bring her to a State of Grief 


and Sorrow. So ſhe ſaith of herſelf, My Bowels 


were moved in me; that is, My Heart was affected, 
full of Grief for my unkind Dealing with Chri/t. 


Hereby thoſe Affections were ſtirred up that were 


before aſleep. 
God hath planted Affections in us, and joined 


them with Conſcience, as the Executioners with 
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the Judge: So that when Conſcience accufeth of 
any Sin, either of Omiffion or Commiſſion, Affec- 
tions are ready to be the Executioners within us. 
Thus to prevent eternal Damnation, Gop hath ſet 
up a Throne in our own Hearts to take Revenge 
by our own Aﬀections, godly Sorrow and Mourn- 
ing. DOTY e FETEY 


Wr may obſerve hence, that even Sins of O- 
miſſion bring Shame and Sorrow; and in the Iſſue 
through Chriſt's ſanctify ing them, theſe which they 
breed, conſume the Parent; that is, Sin brings 
forth Shame and Grief, which are a Means to cure 
Sim. Would we therefore prevent Shame, and 
Grict: Take Heed then of Security, the Cauſe that 


leads to them; yea, of Sins of Omiſſion, wherein 


there is more Danger then in Sins of Commiſſion. 


LET us eſteem as ſlightly as we will of Sins of 
Omiſſion, and Carcleſfnets, they are enough to 
bring Men to Hell. It is not required only that 
we do no Harm, and keep ourſelves from outward 
Evils; but we muſt do Good in a good Manner, 
and hayg a Care to be fruitful and watchful. A 
dead ſecure State is fo hateful to Gop, that He will 
not cndure it; it either before ſome great 
Sin, Croſs, Affliction, or Judgment, 


Mx Bowels were moved in me, faith the Church: 
And good Reaſon; it was a ſuitable Correction to 
the Sin wherein ſhe offended : For Chri/”s Bowels 
were turned towards her in Love; in which Caſe 
ſhe neglecting Him, it was fit ſhe ſhould find Mov- 
ing of Bowels in another Senſe; in Shame and 
Mourning. Chri/t here leaves her to ſeek after 
Him, that had waited and attended her Leiſure be- 
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Ir follows; My Soul failed when He ke that. 
is, her Soul failed when ſhe remembered what He. 
by ſpoke, when He ſtood at the Door, and ſaid, 

FAS to me my Si iter, my Love, my Dove, my Unde- 

% far, my Head is wet with the Dew, and my 
55 with he Drops of the Night.. When God's 
Spirit had. wrought. upon her, then ſhe remember d 
what Chri/t had faid. All thoſe ſweet Allurements 
were effectual now unto, her; eſpecially when ſhe 
law that after thoſe Allurements Chri/* had with- 
drawn Himſelf; (for that is the, Meaning of theſe 
Words, My Soul failed when He ſpake unto me.) 
He did not ſpeak. now; but her Soul failed after 
He ſpake; for ſo it ſhould be read; that is, aſter 
he remember'd his Specch to her; for now, when. 
ſhe opened He was not there, therefore He could 
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"'Lanour we all of us N to be diligent and 
careful to hear and attend upon the Ordinances of 
Gop; for howſoever. what: we hear is not effectual 
for the preſent, but ſeems as dead. Seed caſt into the 
Heart, yet God will give it a Body af! after, as the 
dente ſpeaks, at one Pie or other. That which 

e hear now, the Holy Ghoſt: will bring to our 


Reqembrance when, we. ſtand i in moſt Need of it. 
My Soul Gated: when He ſake, faith the Church; ö 


that is, ſhe was in a ſpiritual Swoon upon his 
Withdrawing: Whence we may obſerye, that Chri/t 
doth leave his Church ſometimes ; ſo that their 
Hearts fail them for Want of his Preſence... 


Tuts 7 of the Soul is be —— upon an 
Apprehenſion, as if God and Clriſi were become 
Enemies; ſometimes for the Abſence. of Chri/t's: 
Love, tho' it feel no Anger; Even as a Huſband 

not looking lovingly * his Wife as he uſed to- 


3 do- 
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do, is enough to caſt her down. Nay, moreover 
when a Man finds not the Afﬀiſtance in holy Duties 
as formerly; when his Heart is ſhut up, and he 
cannot pray as ufual ; when he finds he cannor 
bear Afflictions with wonted Patience; when he 
hears not the Word of Gop with that Delight and 
Profit as he was wont; when he feels not that Re- 
Iith in the Ordinances of Gop as he was wont; 
he concludes, Certainly Chrif? hath withdrawn Him- 
felf, Gov hath hid his Face; whereupon he is caft 
down, his Spirits fail. ME 


Sunn and Winter ariſe from the Preſence 
and Abſence of the Sun : So what makes the Sum- 
mer and Winter in the Soul, but the Abſence or 
Preſence of Chri/t ? What makes ſome fo vigorous 

ond others, but the Preſence of the Spirit? As 
it is in Nature, ſo it is here; the Preſence of Chriſt 


is the Cauſe of all ſpiritual Life and Vigour: When 
He withdraws his Spirit a little, the Soul fails. The 


Child of Gop cannot be content without the Pre- 


ſence of Gop and of his Spirit enlightning, quick - 
hen he 


ning, ſtrengthning and bleffing him. 
finds not his Preſence, when Chri/t his Life is ab- 
ſent, he is prefently diſcouraged. When a Man's 
Eife fails, all fails- When therefore a Man finds 
his ſpiritual Taſte not as it was before, then he is 
never quiet till he hath recovered his Life again. 


Urox the Church's Swooning at the Abſence of 


Chrift, ſhe next acquaints us of the Method ſhe 
took for the Recovery of his Preſence : She falls to 
Prayer. Action follows Affection. After her Bowels 
are moved, ſhe ariſeth and openeth ; but her Be- 
loved being gone, ſhe further manifeſts the Since- 


+ rity of her Affection, by making after Him. 7 


ſought Him, but for the preſent in vain; whereup- 
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on ſhe complains, But I eould not ud Hime Freak 
kd, but He made er LD 


Ox of the greateſt D of af o- 
ther is, when Prayer hath no Anſwer. This is the 
Complaint, but indeed an Error, of the Church; 
for Chri/t did hear the Church, tho” He feemed to. 
turn his Back. 


Now ow hall we carry e whole our 
Hearts fail of that we ſeek for; when we pray with 

out Succels, and find not a prefent Anſwer.” 1. 
| We muſt hope againſt Hope. The Nature of Faith 
s to break thro 5 all 25 to ſee the Sun 
behind a Cloud nay to fee one contrary in ano- 
ther, Life in Death, a Calm in a Storm. 2. Stir 
up your Grace; for as Nature joining with Phy⸗ 
ick helps it to carry away the malignant Humours 
ſo by the Remainder of the Spirit that is'in us, let 
us ſet all our Graces on Work untill we have car- 
ried away that, which offends the Soul, and not 
ſink under the Burden: For this is a ſpecial Time 
for the exerciſing of Faith, Hope, Love, 2 
Care and Wate afulneſs. 


Tun Church after Sale u Ber ew. . 
ciſe in her Deſertion, ſets out the outward itt 
Dealing ſhe met with, and that from thoſe that 
ſhould have been her greateſt Comforters. The 
Watchmen that went abaut the City found Me, they 
wounded Me; the Keepers of the Wails took atoay my 
Vail from . | 


Thus we ee how Trouble follows Trouble; 
One Depth calls upon another. Inward Deferti- 
on and outward Affliction go many Times toge- 
ther. The Troubles of the Church many Times. 
are like Job's Meſſengers; * come faſt one 

upon 
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n another; becauſe Gon means to perfect the 
Work of Grace in their. Hearts, all this is for their 
Good. The . the Winter wi the ONE 


Of Freies. 


N 3 firſt, that it is no eaſy ; thi 
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to be a Chriſtian. We ſee here, after the, Churc 

had betrothed herſelf to Chriſt, and entertained, Him 
in her Garden, ſhe falls into a State of Security 

and Q] whence. Chri/t labours to rouze her 

| Then ſhe uſeth Him 1 after which "He 
withdraws Himſelf, evcn ſo far that her Heart fail: 
her; then (as if it were not enough] the Watch- 

men that ſhould have looked to ber, ſmite her, 
wound her, and take away her Vail. 
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„which no Man in the World 
of; why of Chriſtians, . equally 
beloved of Gop, ſome ſhould have a fairer Paſſage 
to Heaven, others more. rugged.. It is, ſufficient, for 


Way to Heaven, 25 


any. Means [ . 
attain to the Refurreftion of the, Dead. 


f 00 B UT who are * Wn here IOW 
They are eſpecially Governors of State and Church, 
The Expreſſion is taken from the Cuſtom of Cities 


that are belcagured: I heyhaye Watchmen to del- 
cry the Danger they are liable, unto: 80 Magis 
trates are Watchmen of the State; Miniſters are 


the Watchmen tor Jus" watching « over them for 
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« BU why doth Gopd uſe Watchmen?” Not 
for any Defect of Power in Him; but 1. For De- 
monſtration of his Gooodneſs; for He is the great 
Watchman, who watcheth over our Common- 
wealths, Churches and Perſons; He hath an Eye 
that never fleeps; He that watcheth Tſrael neither 
ſlumbers nor fleeps; He manifeſteth his Goodneſs in 
that He will uſe Variety of ſubordinate Watchers. 
And likewiſe 2. To ſhew his Power in uſing many 
Inſtruments; and his Care for us. | 


AND in this, that Gop hath ſet over us Watch- 
ers (Miniſters eſpecially) it implies that our Souls 
are in Danger.” Indeed there is nothing in the 
World fo beſet as the Soul of a poor Chriſtian. ' 
Who hath ſo many Enemies as a Chriſtian? And 
among them all, the worſt is neareſt to him, even 
himſelf. Therefore there muſt needs be Watch- 
men to diſcover the Deceits of Satan and his Inſtru- 
ments, and of our own Hearts; to difcover the 
Dangers of Jeruſalem, and the Errors and Sins of 
the Fimes wherein we live. 


Come we now to the Carriage of the Watch- 
men; they ſmote the Church and wounded her 
many Ways (though it be not diſcovered here in 
particular) as with their ill Life, and ſometimes 
with corrupt Doctrine, and other whiles with bit- 
ter Words, and unjuſt Cenſures; as we fee in the 
Story of the Church, eſpecially in the Romiſb 
Church: But not to ſpeak of them, come we near- 
er Home, and we may fee amongſt ourſelves thofe 
that are Watchmen, and ſhould give us Encourage- 
ment, who ſmite and wound the Church and take: 
away her Vail. e . 


Taxy took away the vail; that is, that where | 
with the Church was covered. You know - n the. 
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Times of the Old Teſtament a Vail was that which 
covered Women; and it was in one Reſpect a Tok- 
en of Modelty and Subjection ; in another an ho- 
nourable Ornament. So then the Watchmen took 
away that which made the Church comely, and 
laid her open, and as it were naked. Now the 
Church's Vail! is taken away by falle Watchmen : 


1. As it is a Token of Subj jection, when by their 
falſe Doctrines they labour to draw People from 
Chriſt, and their Cubjetion to Him. They that 
draw the People to themſelves (as in 28 — Sy 
es) that deſire to ſit high in A Conſciences, and 
ſo make their Church undutiful, take away the 
Vail of Subjection, and ſo force Chriſi niſh 

the Church. And 2. As the Vail is for "Hor nour 
and Comelineßs, ſo the Watchmen take it away, 

- when they take away the Credit and Eſteem. of the 
Church, when they lay open the Infirmities and 

Weakneſſes of the Church. . 


I is ſtrange that the W. ine r do this; 
et notwichſtanding oftentimes it falls out ſo, that 
thoſe who by Place are Watchmen, are the bittereſt 
Enemies of the Church. Who were bitterer Enc- 
mies to her in Chri/7's Time than the Scribes, Pha- 
riſees and Prieſts? And who in the Time of the 
. chan falſe Prieſts and Prophets? | 


Now what is the Reaſon, that thoſe Men that 
ſhould be Encouragers are rather Dampers of the 
Church's Zeal? Sometimes it falls out from a Spi- 
tit of Envy in them at the Graces of Gop's Peo- 
ple, which are wanting in themſelves. Sometimes 

m Idleneſs, which makes them hate all ſuch as 
ae them to e | 
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Tuts ſhould teach us, to be in Love withChri/s 


Gores e dle and to ſee the Vanity of all Things 


here below, tho* they be never fo excellent in'their 
Inſtitution. Such is the Poifon of Man's Heart, 
and the Malice of Satan, that they turn the Edge 
of the beſt Things againſt the Good of the Church. 
What is more excellent than Magiſtracy, yet many 
Times the Point of the Sword is directed the wron 
Way. So Miniſters are Chri/”s Ambaſſadors, * 
ſhould, as Chr would do, ſtrengthen the feeble 
Knees and bind up the Broken- hearted : But alas 
we ſee the Edge of the Ordinance is often turned 
another Way, by the corrupt, proud, unbroken 
Hearts of Ken, and the Malice of Satan. 1-10 


Rates! it mould teach us, not to Gink s 
worſe of any for the Diſgraces of the Times. The 
Watchmen here take away the Vail of the Church, 
and her Forwardneſs is diſgraced by them: Take 
Heed therefore we entertain not raſh, hard Thoughts 
of others, upon the Entertainment they find in — 
World, or among thoſe that have a Standing in 
the Church; for ſo we ſhall condemn Chrift Him- 
ſelf,, who was judged of the Prieſts, Seribes ar 
Nurißes in his Times. And this hath been the 
Lot of the Church in all Ages; the true Members 
thereof were called Heretichs and Schiſmatichs'; 


the Vail was taken off. It is the Pride of Man's 


Heart, that when it cannot raiſe itſelf by its on 
Worth, it will endeavour to raiſe itſelf by the 


Ruin of others Credit —_— lying Slanders; as 
was the Devil's Practice: 


So the Credit of * 
Church muſt be firſt taken away, and then ſhe is 
wounded. It is a uſual Proverb, Thoſe that kill 


a Dog make the World believe he was mad firſt: 
So they always firſt traduced the Church to the 


World, and then perſecuted her, 55 


* 
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Ix this:Caſe, it is the Innocency of the Dove, 
that is to be laboured for, and withall the Wiſdom 


of the Serpent. And if that will not avail, (as it 


may not; for Chri/t was Wiſdom itſelf, yet He 
ſuffered moſt) when Wiſdom and Innocency will 
not avail to ward off Sufferings ; then we mult la- 
bour for Patience, knowing that one Hair of our 
Heads ſhall not fall to the without the Pro- 
vidence of the Almighty : Only let us commend 
our Caſe, as Chrift did, by Faith and Prayer to 
_ Gop that judgeth, and leave all to Him. 


» AFTER all this ill Uſage that the Church met 
with from the Watchmen, ſhe carries her Com- 
plaint to other Profeſſors leſs eminent than they: 1 
charge you, O Daughters of ;Jerufalem, if you ſee 
ey Beloved, that you tell Hi 14 
Love. Whence we may learn: That if we find 
not Comfort in one Means, we muſt have Recourſe 
to another. If we find not Crit in this Ordi- 
nance, ſeek Him in that; and perhaps we ſhall find 
Him where we leaſt thought of Him. Sometimes 
there is more Comfort in the Society of poor 
Chriſtians, than of the Watchmen themſelves. 


I this ſolemn Charge here given by the Church, 
we have obſervable, Firſt, the Parties charged, the 
Daughters of Jeruſalem ; the Daughters of the 
Church, which is called Feru/a/em, ſrom theſe· Re- 
ſemblances between Feruſalem and the Church; 
as, I. Jeruſalem was a City compact in itſelf (as the 
Pfalmiſt ſaith); ſo is the Church, the Body of 
Chrift. feruſalem was choſen from all Places of 


the World, to be the Seat of Gop : So the Church 
is the Seat of Chri/t; He dwells there, in the 
Hearts of his Children. In Feru/alem Records were 
kept of the Names of all the Citizens there: So 
the Names of all the true Citizens of the Church 


are 


im, that I am fich of 
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Betwixt Chriſt and his Church. 289 
are written in the Book' of Life in Heaven. The 
Daughters of Feruſalem, therefore, are the true 
Members of the Church, and fed in the Church. 

We have likewiſe obſervable, Secondly, The 
Charge given to the Daughters of Feruſalem, If 
you 2 my Beloved, tell Him, that I am 2 
Love : that is, I charge you, as you love me your 
Siſter, as you love Chrift, as you tender my Caſe 


that am thus uſed, tell Him that I am fick of Love. 


TH = Point obſervable here is, That at ſuch 
Times as we find not our Spirits enlarged, then is 
a Time to deſire the Prayers and Help of others. 
"Thoſe thrive the beſt that have moſt Prayers made 
for them, that have a Stock going in every Coun- 
try. There is a wondrous Force in the Prayers of 
Chriſtians one for another. See how the great A- 
poſtle Paul deſires the Romans, that they would 
contend with Gop by their joint Prayers for Him. 
So he deſires the The//alonians to pray for him, that 
be might be delivered from unreaſonable Men. It is 
uſual with him to ſay, Pray, pray, and for us too. 
A true Chriſtian's Prayers are of much Eſteem with 
Gop. Deſpiſe none in this Caſe: For ſuch are gra- 
cious in the Court of Heaven. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour Himſelf, when He was in the Garden, tho 
Ins poor Diſciples were fleepy, yet would have their 
Society and Prayers. 5 "Et 


Tam fick of Love. The more excellent the Thing 
s that is loved, the more Contentment there is in 
Communion with it; and where it is hindred, 
there is Niſquiet : Anſwerable to the Contentment 
in Enjoying, is the Grief in Parting. The Hap-.. 
pineſs of the Church conſiſting in Society with 
Chri/t, it is her Miſery to be deprived of Him. 
"Yo. I. : Aa There 
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There are few in the World ſick of this Diſcaſe : 1 
would there were more ſick of the Love of Chri}t. 


Talk with a Man that is in any Heat of Af. 
fections, you talk with one that is not at Home. 
The Soul is more where it loves than where it 
dwells. Surely where the Love of Chrift is in any 
Strength, it 3 up the Soul, ſo that a Man 
oftentimes in his Calling and ordinary Imployment 
doth not heed them, but paſſeth thro the World, 
as a Man at Random; he regards not the Things 
ef the World; for Chriſt is gotten into his Heart, 


. and draws all the Aﬀections to Himſelf. Where 


Love is ſtrong, it cares not what it ſuffers for the 
ANY pred z nay, it glories in it. As it is ſaid of 
the Diſciples, when they were ſcourged for preach- 
„ it was a Matter of Glory to them. 
is, Labour is. no La- 
ing is no Suffering, Trouble is no 


ing the Goſpel 
Where the Love of Chr; 
bour, Suffer 
Trouble. 


- LaBouR we therefore every Day more and 
more, to have larger and larger Affections to Chriſ. 
The more a Man loves Chriſt, the more joyful he 
is, when he thinks of thoſe mutual E cings 
when Chriſt and his Soul ſhall meet in Heaven: 
In the mean Time he thankfully frequents the 
Places where Chriſt is preſent in the Word and da- 


crament. 


_ Upon: this C of the Church to the Daugh- 
ters of Feruſalem, they reply unto her, wondering 
at her Earneſtneſs : I hat is thy Beloved more that 
another Belxved, O thou Le among I omen 
What is thy Beloved mere than another Beloved, thd 
"Thou deft Jo charge WF, 
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Tax Church is the faireſt among Women in the 
Judgment of Chris, ſo He calls her, Can. i. 8. 0 
thou faireſt among N omen; and here the Fellow- 


Members of the Church term her fo too. 


BuT how cometh ſhe to be thus fair? 1. In Re- 
gard that ſhe is cloathed with Chris Robes. We 
were all ennobled with the Image of Gop at the 
firſt ; but after we had ſinned, we were bereft of 
that Image ; therefore now all our Beauty muſt be 
Cloathing, which is not natural but borrowed. The 
Beauty of the Church now comes from the Head of 
the Church, Chri/?; ſhe ſhines in the Beams of her 
Huſband ; (as the Woman cloathed with the Sun, 
mentioned Rev, xii.) not only in Juſtification, but 
in Sanctification alſo. © 2. She is fair; as from 
Cbriſts imputative Righteouſneſs, ſo from his 

ighteouſneſs inherent in her, the Graces ſhe hath 
from Him; for of Him we receive Grace for Grace. 
There is never a Grace but it is beautiful and fair; 
for what is Grace, but the Beams of Chr:i/t, the Son 
of Righteouſneſs? So that all muſt be fair that 
comes from the firſt Fair, all beautiful that comes 
from the firſt Beauty. 5 


„ Bur e is black.” She is fo indeed, and ſhe 

confefſeth herſelf to be fo, Cant. i. 5. I am Black bus 
Comely; the is indeed Black in Regard of the AMic- 
tions and Perſecutions ſhe meets with in this 
World. Black, in Regard of Scandals; for the 
Devil hates the Church more than all Societies in 
the World; therefore in the Society of the Church 
there are often more Scandals than in other People; 
as the Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, there was In- 
ceſt among them, the like was not among the 
Heathen. She is black alſa, through the Envy of the 
World, that looks more at the Church's Faults than 
Vertues. Laſtly, the is black, in Reſpect of her In- 

88 r firmi- 
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firmities, being ſulgert to Weakneſs and Paſſions as 
other, Men. e Beauty of the Church is inward 
and altogether und icerned to the carnal Eye: 


WHaT is thy Beloved, more than another Beloved? 
We ſee, theſe of the Church here were ſtirred up 
by the Examples of other Members of the Church 
to be inquiſitive after Chi. Hence obſerve, there 
is a wondrous Force in the CON. of Chriſtians 
to ſtir up one another. 


Ler us labour theiefore to be exemplary to o- 
ters, and to expreſs the Graces of Goh; for thus 


we ſhall do more than we are aware. There is a 


ſ-cret Influence in good EPs though a Man 
ſiy nothing. There is a Way to profit from a 
good Man, though he hold his Peace: His Courſe 
of Life ſpeaks. loud. We owe this to all, even to 
them that are without, to do them ſo buck Good, 
as to give them, a good Example; and we wrong 
them when we do not, and hinder their PORE 


by an evil, or a dead Example. 


Lux this be one Motive to ſtir us up to it, . 
anſwerable to the Good we do in this TT ſhall be 
our Comfert in Life and Death, and our Reward 
after Death. For the more ſpreading our Good is, 
either in Word, Life, or Converſation, the more 
our Conſciences ſhall be ſettled in the Conſideration 
-# a Life well ſpent. Our Reward ſhall be anſwer⸗ 
able to our Communication and Diffuſion of Good. 
Otherwiſe, it will lie heavy on the e 
oaly in this Life, but at the Day of Jud 
after, when we ſhall think not i of 3 — 
Wl that we ſtand guilty of, but exemplary Ill allo, 


11 ſhould move us alſo to Tok to all good Ex- 


S, Wherefore SSRN Examples, but that we 
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ſhould follow them? We ſhall not only be anfwer- 
able for Abuſe of Knowledge, but alſo of good Ex- 
amples we have had and neglected. Doth Gob 
kindle Lights for us, and ſhall we not walk by 
their Light? It is a Sin not to conſider the Sun, 
the Moon, the Stars, the Heavens, the Works 'of 
Nature and Providence; much more not to conſi- 
der the Works of Grace. OF OTIS) 


Bur let us obſerve here, The Church coming to 
the Daughters of Jeruſalem, and ſpeaking of Chris, 
her Beloyed, that ſhe is ſict of Love; the Daughters 
of Jeruſalem are inquiſitive to know Chri/t more 
and more. Here is the Benefit of holy Conference. 
One Thing draws on another, and that draws on 
another, till at length the Soul is warmed with the 
Conſideration of heavenly Things. Sometimes 
though we know that which we aſk of others as 
well as they do; yet notwithſtanding, good Speech- 
es will draw us to know it better, by giving Occa- 
ſion to ſpeak more of it, wherewith' the Spirit 
works more effectually and imprints it deeper; ſo 
that it ſhall be a more rooted Knowledge than be- 


| fore. For that doth Good that is 3 known; 


and that is graciouſly known that the Spirit ſeals 
upon our Souls. Perhaps the Knowledge I have is 
not yet ſealed ſufficiently, it is not rooted by Con- 
ference. Though T hear the ſame Things again, 
yet I may hear them in a freſh Manner, and ſo 1 
may have it ſealed deeper than before. Experience 
finds theſe Things to be true. WO 
CnrrsTIANS ſhould be inquiſitive of the right 
Path which leads to Heaven; inquiſitive of the Ex- 
cellency of Chrift: It is good to raiſe Queſtions of 
the Practice of all Points, and to improve 
the Gifts of others that we converſe with, to give 
datisfaction. Perhaps Gon hath laid up in ot 
ts AF: Satis- 


E. 
1 
a. * 

Bo 
= 

2 1 

o * 


age - The Union and Communion 


Satisfaction to our Souls, and hath ſo determinei 
that we ſhall be perplexed with Scruples, till we 
1 have Recourſe to ſome, whom He 3 appointed MW 
to be helpful to us in this Kind. Many go Mourn- | 
ing a great Part of their Days, becauſe they do not 
| open their State to others. You ſee here the con- 
trary Practice of theſe Profeſlors ; they double the M 
Queſtion to the Church, ¶ bat is thy Beloved more |} 
than another Beloved, O thou fatreft among Women, 1 I 
awhat ts thy Beloved more than another e. that t 
4. aft /o . 45 | 


- Now comes the Church's. Anſwer to theſe Pro- 
ſeſſors Queſtions, ſetting forth her Beloved's Beau- 
ty: Ay Beloved 18 amen the __ a- 
2 ten Tbeuſand. 


Wa will take that which. is. fake, 3 we 
in have ſure Footing (as near as we can) in this 
myſtical Portion of Scripture. A Complexion 
mixed of white and ruddy, is the moſt beautiful, 
therefore the Church ſets but the Beauty and ſpiri- 
tual Excellency. of Cbriſt thereby. But this may 
be underſtood of that moſt excellent Mixture that 
makes ſuch a Gracefulneſs in Chrift. In Him there 
is wonderful Purity and Holineſs, and yet a won- 
derful Weakneſs. There is the great ork and 
a Piece of Earth, in one-Perſon; a bloody pierced, 
and a glorious ſhining, Body ; Humility and Glory: 
Juſtice, wonderful | Juſtice, . and yet exceeding 
Love and Mercy; Juſtice to his Enemies, May 
to his Children. Therefore Bernard faith we! 
l den I think of Chriſt, I thint at once 7 Nor of Gon, 175 
of Majefty and Glory, and at the ſa 
Full of Meeknejs,, Gentleneſs and . Yo 8515 
us conſider Chriſt as the great Gon, an withall a 
a meek Man; the one to eſtabliſh our Souls, that 


He is able to do great Matters, the other to dray 
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Betwixt Chriſt and his Church. 295 
to Him becauſe He loves us. We are afraid to go 


to Gop, a conſuming Fire; but let us think we go 


to our Brother, to One that loved us more than 
his own Life, and this will endear Him to us and 
make Him lovely in our Eyes. Indeed He is ſpiri- 
tually lovely, the chiefe/t of ten Thouſand. The 
Church ſets Him out by Compariſon, a Standard- 
bearer, of ten Thouſand: For, as the goodlieſt 
Men uſe to carry the Enſign, the Banner; ſo He, 
the Goodlieſt of all other, is the Standard-bearer. 


Wu r is excellent in the Heavens? The Sun? 
So Chrift is the Sun of Righteouſneſs. The Stars? 
He is the bright Morning Star. The Light? He 
is the Light of the World. Come to all Creature 

you have not any excellent among them, but Chr; 

is ſtiled from it: He is the Lion 7 the Tribe of Juda, 
the Lilly and the Roſe, and the Lamb of Gop that 
taketh away the Sins of the World, the Tree of Life. 


There is not a Thing neceſſary to Nature, but you 


have a Stile from it given to Chrif, to ſhew that 
He is as neceſſary as Bread and Water, and the 
Food of Life. When we ſee Light therefore, think 
of the true Light: When the Sun, think of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs: So remember the Bread and 
Water of Life in our common Food. Therefore 
the Sacraments were ordained, that-as we go to the 
Sea by the Conduct of Rivers, ſo we might go to 
the .Sea of all Excellency and Goodneſs, by the 
Conduct of theſe Rivers of Goodneſs to be led by 
every Excellency in the Creature to that of our 
Mediator Chrift, who is the chiefe/t among ten 

Thouſand. | ET gets 


To come more particularly to ſpeak of his Ex- 
cellencies: omitting his two Natures in one Perſon 
Gop and Man, conſider his Offices, a Kings 
Prieſt, and Prophet; He being the chief in all theſe, 
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all good Kings before Him were Types of Him; as 
alſo the Prophets and Priefts; He was all in one, 
Never before Him was King, Prieſt, and Pro- 
phet, as He was King, Prieſt, and Prophet in one. 

uch a King, as is King of Kings, and ſubdueth 
Things unconquerable to all other Kings, the 
World, Death, Hell, and Sin: Such a King as 
rules over the Soul and Conſcience (the beſt Part 
of Man) where He eftabliſheth Peace: Such a 


King as fets up his Kingdom in our Hearts, guides 


our Thoughts, Deſires, Actions, and AﬀeCtions: 
Such a King as carries the Government on his 
Shoulders and devolves not the Care to another: So 
that in Regard of this Office He is the chief among 
ren Thouſand. ae hoes d fene 


* AGAIN, as a Prieſt: Such an High-Prieſt as of- 
fered "Himſelf a Sacrifice by his eternal Spirit: He, 
ns Go, offered oa anhood: Such a Prieft as 
hath fatisfied the Wrath of Gop, and reconciled 
Gop to Man; Such a Prieſt as never dies, but 
Uyes for ever to make Interceffion for us in Heaven, 

dy Virtue of that Sacrifice which He offered in the 
Days of his Fleſh : He was both Prieſt and Sacri- 

fice: Such a Prieft as is touched with onr Infirmi- 
ties, fo mild'is He and gentle; fo full of Pity and 
Mercy. No Prieſt to this Prieſt; Gop only ſmelt 
a ſweet Smell from this Sacrifice. 


© An for his prophetical Office : He is a Prophet 


beyond all others; ſuch a one as can inſtruct the 
Soul. Other Men can propound Doctrines, but 
He can open the Underſtanding, and hath the Key 
of the Heart, the Key of David, which can open 
the Soul. By his holy Spirit He can make the Sim- 
ple full of Knowledge. Such a Prophet as hath his 
Chair in the v cart of a Man. This great Bi- 
ſhop of our Souls, the Angel of the Covenant, the 
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Meſſenger of the Father, is the chief of ten Thouſand, 
whether you conſider Him as a King, Prieſt, or 
Prophet. 3 


Lr us then that profeſs ourfelves to be in Chrif, 
to be joined to Him that is thus excellent, make 
Him the Rule of our Choice in other Things. In 
the Choice of Friends, chuſe ſuch as are Friends ta 
Chrift, Take Heed of Socicty with Idolaters, or 
with prophane Perſons. If we are joined to Chriſti, 
then let us join to none but thoſe that we can en- 
joy with Chriſt. In Marriage let the Rule of Choice 
be, the Love of Chri/t: And let the Meaſure of 
our Reſpect to all Things be, the Reſpect to Chriſs. 
Let us meaſure our Love to Wife and Children, ta 
Kindred, Friends, and to all Creatures whatſoever, 
ſo as it may ſtand with Love to Chri/?. Obey in the 
Lok p, marry in the LoRD, do all Things in the 
LoRp, ſo as may ſtand with the Love and Allow- 
ance of the Loxp. And if Chri/ be ſet in the 
higheſt Place in our Heart; if we crown Him 
there, and make Him King of Kings, and Lond 
of Lords, ina hearty Submitting of all the Affecti- 
ons of the Soul to Him; while the Soul continues 
in that Frame, it cannot be drawn to Sin, Diſ- 
comfort and Deſpair. The Honours, Pleaſures and 
Profits of Men, what are theſe to Chri/t? When 
the Soul is rightly poſſeſt of Chri/? and of his Excel» 
lency, it diſdains that any Thing ſhould come in 
Competition oj o | 


AGAIN, this Exalting of Chri ſtands firm a- 
gainſt all Diſcouragements; for it ſets Chr:/? __ 
all, who is the 2 of ten Thouſand. The Soul will 
ſet Chri/t againſt the Wrath of Gop, againſt Satan 
and all our ſpiritual Enemies. Cbriſt is the Angel 
of the Covenant. Satan is a Lion, a roaring Lion; 


| * : * 3 of * 91 * * * * * to ff Ta 
- A 8 5 y 


| , 3 INE 1 2 7 
298 We Union and Communion 


Chrift is the Lian of the Tribe of Fudah : Satan 2 
Serpent, a Dragon; But Chrift is the true brazen 
Serpent, the very Looking upon Whom will take 
away all the Stings of Satan. Faith overcometh 
the World; all ings in the World; on the 
right Hand, Pleaſures, and Profits, and Honours; 
and on the left Hand, Threatnings, Pains, Loſſes, 
and Diſgraces, by ſetting Ghri/t againſt all. 


Ix we would thus value Chri/t, of Gov a 
Spirit that we may judge aright of our Corruptions: 
For, in what Meaſure we diſcern the Heighth, and 
Breadth, and Depth of our corrupt Nature, in that 
Meaſure ſhall we judge of the Heighth and Breadth, 
and Depth of the Excellency of Crit. The ſweet- 
eſt Souls are the moſt humble Souls. Thoſe that 
love Chri/# moſt, are thoſe that have been ſtung 
moſt with the Senſe of their Sins. here Sin moſt 
abounds, in the Senſe and Feeling of it, Grace much 
more abounds in the Senſe and Feeling of that. Did 
ever Soul love Chri/t more than that Woman that 
had-ſo many Devils caſt out of her? It is our Sa- 
viour Chriſt's own Reaſon, therefore thoſe two go 
always with the true Church: 1. The true Knowledge 
of the Corruption of Nature: And 2. The true 
Feeling of it, with hearty Sorrow for it. In Paper 
_ flight original Sin; actual Sins are venial Sins; 

1d many Sins are no Sins. And therefore they 


ce ſteem ſo lightly of Chris, that they join Saints, 


Works and Satisfaction with Him; becauſe they 


know not the Depth of the Malady, how black Sin 


is, what a curſed Eſtate we are in Nature: 
They have flight, ſhallow, and weak Conceits of 
Sin, therefore they have weak, and ſhallow Con- 
ceits of Ohr it, and of his Righteouſneſs. 


| Tas Church had given a general Deſcription of 
Chrift before, as the Chicfeſt among *. 
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ſhe now deſcends to Particulars : His Head is as 
fine Gold, his Locks are buſhy and black as a Raden. 


As Gop and Man, his Head is as fine Gold; 
that is, his Government is a moſt ſweet and golden 
Government. Dan. ii. you have an Image of the 
Monarchies, the firſt whereof had a golden Head, 
which was the Chaldean. The beſt Monarchy is ſet 
out by the beſt Metal, Gold: So Chri/?, the Head 
of the Church is a precious Head, a Head of Gold. 
A Head hath an Eminency above all others, an In- 
fluence and Motion above all other Parts : So this 
golden Head is more eminent than all, governs 
the whole Church, and hath Influence on all; 1x 
| Him tue live, and move, and have our Being. 


His Locks are buſby and black as @ Raven. I think 
this is but complemental, to fill up the other, there+ 
fore not particularly to be ſtood upon. 


His Eyes are as Doves Eyes by the Rivers of Was 
ters, waſhed with Milk and fitly ſet. His Eyes are 
ss Doves Eyes, cleanſed and wathed, that they ma 
be the clearer and ſee better. The Dove ha 
many Enemies, eſpecially Birds of Prey; therefore 
Gon hath given that Creature a quick Sight. Thus 
the Scripture helps us to conceive. of the Ou 
of Chriſfs Eye. Rev. v. 6. Chrift is ſet forth, as 
having ſeven Eyes, and ſeven Horns: He hath not 
onl —— of Power, as the Enemies have Horns 
of Violence; but ſeven Eyes: that is, a quick Sight 
to ſee all the Dangers the Church is in. Seven is 
a Word of Perfection; and in that He is ſaid to 
have ſeven Eyes; it means, that He hath many 
Eyes, an accurate Sight. He hath an Eye of Pro- 
vidence over the whole World. All Things are 
naked and open before his Eyes; He can fee this” 
us; He knows our very Hearts and Reins. which 
he muſt do, becauſe He muſt be our Judge. He 


ickneſs , 
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He that is Judge of All, had need to have Eye 
that will pieroe "through all 


His Checks are as Beds Spaces, 207 B fevert 
Flowers. Cheeks are the Grace of the Face; they 
are uſed here to denote the Preſence of Chrift; not 
only his glorious Preſence in Heaven, but his ſpiri- 
tual Preſence in his Ordinances here: this is as 
Spices and Flowers. Indeed, Cheeks, Face, and 
Preſence preſent Colours to 'the Eyes; and not 
Smells; as Spices and Flowers, Which are the Ob- 
of another Senſe. But you muſt note, that 
Chrift is the Object of all the Senſes. He is not 
only Beauty to the Eye, but Sweetneſs to the Smell 
and to-the Taſte. Therefore Faith hath the Name 
of all the Senſes, to ſee, hear, taſte, and ſmell, 
and doth all, becauſe it carries us to Chrift, that is 


inſtead of All to us. 


Ix peaking of the e that . 
are to be very wary, for we have not that Founda- 
tion as we have in other Generals. No doubt the 
Spirit of God did more intend to ſet out the large 
Affection that the Church had to Chriff, than to 
infinuate any great Particularity in every one of 
theſe : therefore let us only cull out, and take thoſe 
8 that are "oy more caly Explication. | 


H. 5 * are as Lila dropping down N 
. That is, his Doctrine is as Feet as the 
Lillies, and like Myrrh, keeping from Putrefacti- 
on. The Speech of Chrift makes the Soul ſound 
that embraceth it. This is one Excellency of Chriſ 
and his Truth, that it preſerves the Soul in a pure 
State. There is Nothing keeps the Soul but the 
Word; whereas, on the other Side, Error is of a 
U ifying Nature, eorrupting and defiling the Soul. 

ever more ſweet than the Truth of 
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Cbrift d When He ſpake Himſelf, they all hung 
upon his Lips. Grace was in his Lips; all was 
ſweet that came from Him ; his Words were dy'd 
in the Affections of his Heart. In the learned Lan- 

age, the ſame Word ſignifieth Speech and Rea- 
= to intimate that 3 is but the Current of 
Reaſon; therefore Chri//'s Speeches were ſweet, be- 
cauſe his Heart was full of Love, Mercy, and 
Goodneſs. 


. BELOVED, let us hence take a Trial of ourſelves 
what our Condition is; whether the Words that 
come from Chri/?, when he ſpeaks in his Miniſtry 
to us, be ſweet or not. The Word to ſome Men, 
is like the Northern Air, which parcheth and cut- 
eth. Ahab could not endure the Breath of Elijah; 
nor Herodias the Breath of John Baptiſt, nor the 


Phariſees the Breath of Stephen and Paul: So many 


now cannot endure the Breath of Divine Truth 
when it cuts and pierceth. Theſe Words are Ar- 
rows that ſtick; if they ſtick not ſavingly, they 
ſick killingly: But if we cannot endure Chrifs 
Breath, we are not * Spouſe, nor have any E 
munion with ö 


Hrs Hands are as Gold Rings ſet with Beryll. 
Hands are the Inſtruments of Action. Chriſtss Ac- 
tions are precious: Whatſdever He doth to the 
Church, nay even when He doth uſe evil Men to 
ſaffict, He L a Hand there, a golden, a preci- 
ous Hand. In = evil Hand of wicked Men Gop 
doth all Things by Chrift; He is as it were Gop' * 

Hand which it” hings paſs through. 


Ht 8 Belly is as bright Ivory overlaid with Sap. 
Pires His Belly; that is, his inward Parts: 
tle Hebrew it is uſed for the inward Affections. 
hey are as 3 Ivory overlaid with with Sap- 
Vol. X "Bb. phir CS 5 
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phires; that is, they are pure. All Chri/?'s Aﬀec- 


tions are wondrous good; his Loye, his Defires, 
his Joys, his Hatred, all are pure; like pure Water 
in a Chryſtal, it may be ſtirred ſometimes, but ſtill 
it is clear, there are no Dregs at the Bottom. 


His Legs are as Pillars of Marble ſet on Sockets 
ef fine Gold: That is, all his Ways are conſtant 
and firm even as Pillars of Marble. Chrift is the 
fame Yeſterday, To-day, and forever. In Regard 
of his Enemies, Rev. i. He is ſet out in another 
Manner, as having Legs of Braſs to trample them 
in Pieces: But in Reſpect of his conſtant Truth 
and Ways of Goodneſs to his Church, his Legs 
are as Pillars of Marble. 


His Countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the 
Cedars. Lebanon was a goodly Foreſt, lying on 
the North- ſide of Judea, wherein were exce 
Plants of all Kinds, eſpecially Cedars. Chri/t his 
Countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the Ce- 
dars; that is, his Preſence is ſtately and majeſtic; 
ſo it is, and will be, when He ſhews Himſelf for 
the vindicating of his Church. Then the Enemies 
thereof ſhall know that his Preſence is as Lebanon, 
and excellent as the Cedars. | 


_ His Mouth is moſt ſweet. She doubles this Com- 
mendation: She had ſaid before, His Lips are a: 
Lillies dropping ſweet Myrrh; here ſhe faith again 
of his Mouth, ff ts mot ſweet; to ſhew, That the 
chief lovely Thing in Chrift comes from his Heart, 
by his Words and Lips. The moſt excellent I hing 
we can think of, is the Expreſſion of the Heart oi 


"Gov in Chrift, and of Chrif?'s Love to us. 


Hex altogtiber tively: Lovely to Gov, to us, 
to the Soul; lovely to Him that can beſt Judge 0 
: 0 en 


. 
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Lovelineſs ; Gop cannot but love his own Image. 
He is lovely alſo, as Man; for He was pure and holy; 
lovely, as — by Office; for He was anointed 
by Gop to _ the Father's Love to us. He 
muſt needs be lovely, in whom all others are loved. 
This is my beloved Son, (ſaid Gop) in whom I am 
toell pleaſed; out of Him I am well pleaſed with 
none. And indeed He was filled with all Graces 
that might make Him lovely: All the Treaſures 


of Wiſdom are in Him; He is made a Storehouſe 
of all that is good for us. 


_ Cnm1sT is lovely to Gop his Father, in what- 
ſoever He did or ſuffered. - Go loved Him eſpe- 
cially, Becauſe He was obedient even unto the Death 
of the Croſs, therefore Gop gave Him a Name above 
all Names, that at the Name of Jeſus every Knee 
ſhould bow both in Heaven and Earth. The Angels 
look upon Him with Admiration, they attend Him, 
and account it an Honour to wait upon Him. He 
is lovely to all above us, and ſhall He not be love- 
ly toe 450; 07 Ii wow on TITEL l 
Bur you will ſay, „Was He lovely when He 
was nailed on the Croſs, hung between two Thieves; 
when He wore a Crown of Thorns, was whipped, 
hid groveling on the Ground; when He ſweat 
Water and Blood; when He was laid in his Grave? 
Oh! yes, then He was moſt lovely of all to us. 
By how much the more He was abaſed for us, this 
makes Him more lovely. When Greatneſs and 
Goodneſs meet together, how goodly is it? Ma- 
jeſty alone is not lovely, but awfil ; but joined with 
ſuch condeſcending Grace is wondrous amiable. 
— — is ĩt to ſee ſo great a Perſon to 
be ſo meek and gentle? It was ſo lovely in the 
Eyes of the Diſciples, that they ſtood and wonder d 
to ſee Him, who was the eternal Word of the 
| Sd & , 8 
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Father, condeſcend to talk with a poor Samaritan 


Woman. And what Lovelineſs of Carriage was 


in Him to Peter, aſter he had denied and forſworn 
Him, yet to love him as much as ever He did be- 
fore. In a Word, what Sweetneſs, Gentleneſs, 
Bowels of Meekneſs and Compaſlion, did He al- 
ways diſcover to all thoſe that were in Miſery? 


Is Chri/t altogether lovely, fo lovely to us, and 
fo beloved of Gop the Father? Let us then reſt 
upon his Righteouſneſs; for G 0.D cannot refuſe 
that Rightcoutneſs, whoſe Subject is altogether 
lovely. Let us come cloathed in the, Garments of 
our elder Brother, and then we need not doubt of 
Acceptance; for if we put on Chriſt's Righteoul- 
neſs, we put on Gop's Righteouineſs, and then 
how can Gop hate us? No more than He hates 
his own Son ; nay, He loves us, and that with the 
ſame Love wherewith He loves Him; for He loves 
whole Ghri# myſtical, Head and Members. Let 
this ſtrengthen our Faith then, that if Ghy;/t be ſo 
altogether lovely in Himſelf and to the Father, then 
we may reſt ourſelves on the Acceptation of his 
Mediation that is ſo beloved a Mediator. 


AAN, if Chrift be fo lovely, here only we 
have whereupon to ſpend the Marrow of our beſt 
Affections. Is it not Pity we ſhould loſe ſo much 


of our Affections as we do upon other Things? 


Cbriſt is altogether lovely, why ſhould we dote 
upon other Things, and ſet up Idols in our Hearts? 
Is He altogether lovely, and ſhall not He have al- 
together qQur Affections? Let us labour to place all 
our Love, Joy and Delight upon Chrift, iubo is al- 

together Irvely. When we ſuffer a pure Stream to 

run wo, - a dirty Channel, our Affections to run 
after the Things of the World, ann 
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than ourſelves, we loſe our en, ny our- 
fcives. 4 | | 


Lav 3 the whole Stream of our Aﬀec- 
tions be carried unto Chriſt. Love Him and what- 
ſocver is his; for He being altogether lovely, all 
that comes from Him is lovely; his Promiſes, his 
Directions, his Counſels, his Children, his Sacra- 
ments are all lovely. Whatſoever hath the Stamp 
of Chrift upon it, let us love it; we cannot beſtow 
our Hearts better. To loſe ourſelves in the Love 
of Chriſt, and to forget ourſelves and the Love of 
all, yea, to hate all in Compariſon of Him, and 
to account all Dung and Droſs compared with 
Cbriſt, is the only Way to find ourſelves. And in- 
deed we have a better Condition in Him, than in 
the World, or in ourſelves: Sever'd from Him, 
our Condition is vain and will become Nothing; 
but that we may have in Him is admirable and 
everlaſting. We cannot conceive the Happineſs 
which we poor Wretches are advanced to in Chrift, 
and what excellent Things abide for us from the 
Love of God to us in Chrift: Therefore let us la- 
bour to kindle in our Hearts an Affection towards 


Cori + all that we 9s eee that He i is thus 
_ 16 | $3 ** 


. us now winds a. Trial, whether Chrift be 
thus lovely to us or no. How do we value Him? 
What Place ſhould Ie have in our Hearts? If he 
be the chief of ten Thouſand, let us rather offend 
ten Thouſand than offend Him. Let us ſay with 
David, whom have I in Heaven but Thee ! and whea 
the Soul can ſay to Chrift or any that is Chiſt's (for 
I peak of Him in the Latitude of his Truths, Pro- 
miſes, Sacraments, and Communion with his Chil- 
dren) what have 1 in Heaven but Thee! chen it is 
in a happy Condition. 
| Bb 3 Loa: 
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"Ix the next Place, are we ready to ſuffer for 
Chrift? We ſec the Church here endures any thing 
for Chr:i/?. She was miſuſed of the Watchmen, 
and her Vail taken away, yet notwithſtanding ſhe 

loves Chrift ſtill. Do we ſtand ready to ſuffer for 
Chr:/?, to be diſgraced and cenſured, and yet are 
we reſolved not to give over? Nay do we love 
Chrift the more, and ſtick to his Truth the faſter? 
Certainly where the Love of Chrif# is, there is a 
Spirit of Fortitude. You have ſome that for Frowns 
of Greatneſs, Fear of Lofs, or Hope of Riſing, will 
warp their Conſcience and do any thing. Where 
now is Love to Chriff? He that loves *Chrift, 

loves Him the more for his Crofs. The more we 
fuffes for Him, the more dear He will be to us. 
For He doth preſent Himſelf in Love and Comfort 

moſt to thoſe that ſuffer for Him; therefore their 


AGAIN, where Love is, there it enlargeth the 
Heart, which being enlarged enlargeth the Tongue 
alſo. The Church hath never enough of Com- 
mending Chrit, and of Setting out his Praiſe. 
Love will alter a Man's Difpofition, as we ſee in 
Experience. Love will make a Man of bafe Na- 
ture, liberal: Him that is flow of Speech, eloquent. 
Let a Man love Chri/t, and though before he could 
not ſpeak a Word in Commendation of Him, you 
ſhall have Him peak and labour earneſtly in the 
Praiſes of Gop. Thoſe that cannot ſpeak of Chriſt, 
or for Chriſt, where is their Love? Put any world- 
ly Man to ſpeak of what he loves, he hath Wit and 
Fords at Will; but put him to a Theme of Pi- 
ety, and he is out of his Element: But tis not fo 
with thoſe that have felt the Love of God in Chriff. 
How full is S. Paul? He cannot ſpeak of Ghr1ff, 
but He is in the Heighth, Breadth, Length, and 
| | CEE 63 Mit - WHY Depth I 
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Depth of the Love of Gop in Chriſs, and the 
Knowledge of Gop above all Knowledge! | 


AGAIN, the Church here is never content till by 
| 811 Chrift: Whatſoever ſhe had, nothing contents 
her, while ſhe wants her Beloved: She goes up and 
down inquiſitive after Him *till ſhe find Him: So it 
is with a Chriſtian, if he have loſt (by his own 
Fault) his former Communion with Chrif, he will 
not reſt nor be ſatisfied, but ſearcheth in the Uſe 
of this and that Means; he runs _—_ all Gop's 
Ordinances till he find Chriſt; Nothing in the 
World will content him, neither Honour, Riches, 
Place, or Friends, till he find that which he once 
enjoyed, but hath now loſt, the Comfort and AF 
ſurance of Gov's Love . e 


Ir a Man enn ſit Jown -contented- with other 
Things, and want Chris and the Aſſurance of Sal- 
vation, it is a Sign that Man is in an ill Condition. 
The Deſire of a chriſtian Soul is ever after Chrift ; 
it longs oftentimes even to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chri. The Saints in the New Teſtament, 
are ſet out by this Deſcription, they were ſuch as 
loved the Appearing of our Lok Jeſus Chriſt. 
How can it be otherwiſe? If they love Chri#, they 
love the Appearin wi of Chrift, wherein we thall be 
made ps; woe e is _—_— 00 


\You ſee how large the Church is in nada out 
the Excellency of her Beloved; and then ſhe ſhuts 
up all (being able to fay no more) juſtifying our 
Cauſe, This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend. 
Do you wonder that I ſeek fo much after Him? 
Or, wonder you at Chriſtians, when they take ſuch 
Pang to ep: their Communion” with Chi, in a 
holy Walking with Gop ? Theſe are no Woriders, 


if you conlider how exodlent Cin ie what He 
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hath done for us, and what He keeps for us in an- fro 
other World; that He will preſerve us to his hea- 0 
venly Kingdom, till He put us into Poſſeſſion of I} bv 
that glorious Condition that He hath purchaſed. ee. 
r — Hearts of Men dwell upon theſe Things, I the 

ou ſhall ſee that God's Children are rather to I. 

4 ey that they are no more careful, watch- 

2 and => wy mcg than to be taxed Has _ ( 


f Now the Daughters of Feruſalem a the Spit 
Church expreſs her Affection for her Beloved ſo at- the: 
dently, and give ſo glorious a Deſcription of Him; Spie 
they enquire of her farther, hither is thy Beloved 
gane, O thou Faireſt among Women? Whither is thy. » 
Beloved turned aſide, that we may ſeek Him with thee? 
And indeed if their former Queſtion, „What is 
brit above all others,” be anſwered ſatisfactorily, 
this will follow, Where is He? How ſhall I ſeek 
Him? For if we did once know what Chri/t is, we 
ſhould, be ſure with the Daughters of Jeruſalem to 
aſk, Whither is He gone, that we may ſeek Him 
with thee ? | 


Now he it is the ſpecial Office of the Mi- 
2 to unfold the hidden Myſt FA of Chri/t, la- 
bour we therefore to be —4 peaking ſomewhat 
about Chriſt or tending that War When we ſpeak 
of the Law, let it drive us to C iſt; ; when of mo- 
ral Duties, to teach us to walk worthy of Chrift. 
_ Chriſt or ſomewhat tending to Chri/t ſhould be ou 
Theme and Mark to aim at. 


| Tavs far of the Queſtion: Now. we have the 
Church's Anſwer to the Daughters of Jeruſalem: 
My . it gone into his Garden, to the Beds of 
1 ed in the Gardens, and to gather Lilkes 


ions were ae . 
om 
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from a Deſire they that propoſed them had to ſeek 
Chrift ; therefore the Church anſwered : NA Be- 
led is gone into his Garden to the Beds Spices to 
feed in the Gardens. The Church dire ſwers 
the Queſtion; for there is no Envy in ſpiritual 
Things. In Grace and Glory all may ſhare alike. - 


Gop hath two Gardens, one on Earth and one 
in Heaven. The Church Catholick is his Garden 
on Earth; and every particular Church are Beds of 
Spices; in Regard that many Chriſtians are ifown 
ew that Wy Soul delights in, as in {ſweet 

pices. 


To feedin the Gulden; and to gather Lilkes : thatis, 
Having firſt planted them, He comes to them, 
and tranſport them out of the Garden to the 
Garden in Heaven. Thoſe that are rn Plants 
in the Paradiſe of the Church, ſhall e 
Plants in the Faradiſe of Heaven. 0 3 A 


Cun lena ss are compared to A for — 
Purity and Whiteneſs, being unſpotted, firſt, in 
Juſtification; and — in Holineſs, 3 
at length (though the have gotten ſome fr 
Spots) they Wal be r It is the End 
254 1. of ner” oe eboſen to, 1 
uit Blame Ken im, i Love. 


Tuna — . in all Wants ated 
Gone take Care for us. uſeth this Ar- 
zument; Gop, faith He, cloatheth the Litlies of the 
Hell; He cares even for the meaneſt Plants, and 
wil He not take Care for or you, O ye of little Faith? 
Doth He care for — oy, and To- 
nurrotu ere cuſt into the Own, and ſhall He dot care 
for the Lillies of Paradiſe? Undoubtedly He will. 
* nen Cbriſi's Reaſon — he — 

pu 
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puts ſuch a Beauty upon the poor Plants that flou- 
riſh in the Morning and wither before Night; He 
that puts ſuch a Beauty upon the Graſs of the Field, 
will He not put more Excellency upon his Chil- 
dren? Will He not provide for them, feed them 


Undoubtedly He will. 
Cur1sT is faid to gather theſe Lillies ; that is, 
He will gather them together. Chriſt will not have 


his Lillies ſcattered; though He leaves them oft a- 
lone for a While, yet He will gather them to Con- 
gregations and Churches. The Name of a Church 

in the Original is, Eccleſia, which is nothing but a 
Company gathered out of the World. Do we think 
that we are Lillies by Nature? No, we are Thorns 
and Briars. Gop makes us Lillies, and then ga- 
thers us to other Lillies, that one may ftrengthen 
another. The Spirit of God in his Children is not 
2 Spirit of Separation of Chriſtians from Chriſtians; 
but a Spirit of ion from the waſte Wilderneß 
of the World. The Spirit of Gop ſevers Thorns, and 
__ Lillies; gathers Chriſtians together in the 
urch, and will gather them forever into Heaven. 


Nou follows a kind of triumphant Acclamation 
upon all the former When the Church 
had ſpoken formerly of her ill Dealing with Chriſ, 
and how He thereupon abſented Himſelf from her, 
ſhe ſhuts up all with this, I am my Beloved's, and ny 
Beloved is mine: He feedeth among the Lillies. She 
now begins to feel ſome. Comfort from Chriſt, who 
had eſtranged Himſelf from her for a while: O. 
(faith ſhe) notwithſtanding all my Sufferings, 7 an 
my Belovei's, and my Beloved is mine. Words pal- 
konately expreſſing long look d- ſor Conſolation, and 
the wondrous Joy and Content, the Church nov 
had in Cris, having her Heart inflamed: with my 
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Soul. Affections have Eloquence of their own. 
Fear hath a proper Expreſſion: Love vents itſelf in 
broken Words and Sighs, in a peculiar Eloquence 


ſuitable to the —_ of the Affection: So that 


here is more in the Words breathed from ſuch an 
inflamed Heart than in ordinary Conſtruction can 
be pick d out. | 


Ap, firſt, expreſs the Union of Perſons 


which is before all Comfort and Communion of 


Graces; I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine. 


Chri/?'s Perſon is ours, and our Perſons are his; for 
as it is in Marriage, if the Perſon of the Huſband 
be not the Wife's, his Goods are not hers, (for 
theſe come all to her, becauſe his Perſon is hers) 
ſo it is in this myſtical Marriage; that which enti- 
tles us to Communion of Graces, is Union of Per- 


ſons betwixt Chriſt and his Church. And indeed 
nothing elſe will content a Chriſtian; he would not 


care ſo much for any Ordinance, not for Heaven 
itſelf, if he had not Chriſt there. $54 


Fa ou this Union of Perſons comes a Commu- 
nion of all other Things whatſoever. If Chr:i/# 


Himſelf be mine, then All is mine; what He hath - 


done, what He hath ſuffered is mine; his Privilege 


to be the Son of Gop, and Heir of Heaven, is 


mine. Why? Becauſe Himſelf is mine. So it is 
here with the Church: I am my Beloved's, my Per- 
ſon is his, to glorify Him, and to = it down when 
He will; my Goods are his, my Reputation his; 


I am content to facrifice All for Him; I am his, 


all mine is his. So you ſee there is mutual Union 


and Communion. The Original hereof is Chriſt's 


Uniting and Communicating Himſelf to his Church 
hrſt, hat hath the Stream or Ciſtern in it, but 
What is had from the Spring? e love Him, be- 


cauſe He loved us firſt, It was a a 


he. EY 
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Whatſoever is in the World or 
_ it is either Go or GoD; it is either 


Ghri/t or from Cbriſt. It is ſaid in Nature, Love 
deſtends ; the Father and the Mother love the 


Child, before the Child can love them. Love, in- 
deed, is of a' fiery Nature; only here is the Diffi- 
militude, Fire aſcends, Love deſcends; it is ſtronger 


deſcending from the greater to the leſs, than aſcend- 


ing from the meaner to the greater. Gop loves us 
more than we can love Him. Neither is there only 
a Priority of Order (He loves us firſt, and then we 
love Him); but alſo of Cauſality, He is the Cauſe 
of our Love; not by Way of Motive only (He 
loves us, and therefore from an ingenuous Spirit we 
muſt love Him again); but He gives us his Spirit, 
circumciſeth our Hearts to love Him; for all the 
Motives or moral Perſuaſions in the World, with- 
out the Spirit, cannot make us love. We are taught 
of Gop to love one another, our Brethren whom 
we ſee daily; much more need we be taught to 
love Him whom we never ſaw: So that his Love 
kindles ours by Way of Reflection. 


CI 

too; our Love to Him, our Fear of Him, our 
Faith in Him; He works all, even as He — 
own Love to us. If Gop love us thus, what muſt 
we do? Meditate upon his Love; let our Hearts 
be warmed with the Conſideration of it; let us 
bring them to that Fire of his _ and _ — 
will wax hot within us; Spirit; 
—— APR — — — 
_ that aſk it, and to —. our —— to love 

Thee, and to love one another: Give thy holy 
Spirit as Thou haſt promiſed. 


Ix Fine, theſe Words, I am my Beloved's and. 


— it mine, to join them both 4 
umpiy 
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imply a mutual Propriety: Chriſ hath a Propriety 

in me, and I in Chrift. Chri * and ſo as 
I -have none in the World M bem bade I in 
Heaven but Chriſt? 9 there in Earth in 
Compariſon of Him? He is mine, _ mine in a 
pc IIIEng and {mba ina amm 
ner. 


A Aus Theſe Wordsimply 8 e All 
is mutual in them; mutual Propriety, mutual Pe- 
culiarity, and mutual Love. I love Chri/t fo as I 
love Nothing elſe; as Chrift loves me and every 
Chriſtian more than any Thing elſe. He loves all, | 
and gives outward Benefits to all, but to me hath _ 
2 * Himſelf: As the Huſband loves all in the 

amily, his Cattle and his Servants, but he gives 
himſelf to his Spouſe. So Chriſt is mine, Himſelf 
is mine, and myſelf am Chri/?'s:: He hath my Soul, 
— — wy Body, and all; He hath a Pro- 
in me, and a Peculiarity in me; He hath: 
eQion ang oy to the n as 1 e 


| 03 Irwd FAX D-- Ws 
Adam: en Family. b 
— my Soul, and I to Chriſ. He diſco- 
vers Himſelf to me in lake: Secret of his. Love, and 
— to Him in Prayer and Meditation, 
my Soul to Him upon all Occaſions. 
Gov's Children have a Spirit of Prayer, which is 
\ Spin of Fellowſhip, and talks (as it were) to 
Gop in Chri/t : It is the L ge of a new-born 
Chriſtian :- He cries to, his Father: There is a 
Kind of Familiarity between him and his Gop in 
uy a who _ the Entrance and Accels to 


ELIE io 1555 | — — 1 55 cbaliot ae bas” 
e al [ 3997 (badi 23 ar 
Tux again _ 1 — — Liteneb. He 


» wine and 1 am his; the the one is a Glaſs to the 
Vote 4. Cc other. 


Diſpoſition. You may 
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| other. Chri/t ſees Himſelf in me, I ſee myſelf in 
Him. For this is the Iſſue of ſpiritual Love, efpe- 


cially, that it breeds Reſemblance of the Party lov- 


ed in the Soul that loveth. I am his, 1 


Chrift out of Love became like me in all Things, 
e and if He be- 

e like me, I will be as like Him as poſſible. 
E Chriſtian carries the Character of Cbriſts 
know CGhrift in every Chri- 
ſtian; for as the King's Coin caries the Stamp of 
the King, Czſar's Coin bears C 

So every Chriſtian Soul is ( 
He fers bis ven meren it. 


— Theſe Words, hom ene and 


o Coin, and 


my Beloved is mine, imply a mutual Care that Chriſt 


* ——5—jꝙ—— anot 


1 Care of our-Gbody foaiChriftian 


muſt needs have a of Chris Good, of his 
Children, Religion, and Truth. What? Will ſuch 
a Soul ſay, Shall Chriſt care for my Body, Soul 
and Salvation, and to come from — 
to fave me, and ſhall I have no Care for: Him and 


behind Him, and ſhall not I defend his Truth, and 
_ ere 


ſtand! for che _ ang; 
Power ?- ; * , "WW 


Ns 


i imply « — 
hath a 
in the Church, — — the — 
a ſweet reſti in Chrift; Cbriſt in 
— — — when vexed 
and turmoiled, can rely on this, 1 have 9 8 


— * is 
in theſe Words. 
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Lr chis put us upon a Search into ourſelves, 
what we retire to when we meet with Afflictions. 
Thoſe that have beaſtly Souls retire to carnal Con- 
tentments, to ood F. ellowſhip; whereas a Soul 
that hath any Acquaintance with Gon in Chrift, 
fo that it may ſay, Chrift is mine and I am Chri/f's, 
will find Conteriement and Reſt in him, Teer 
it meets with in the World. 


ll Bur how comes Chriftto be ours?” Chriſt 
is ours by his Father's Gift: Gop hath given Him 
for us. Ghrift is outs by his own Gift; He hath 
given Himſelf for us. And Chrift is ours by his 


Spirit that witneſſeth ſo much to our Spirits; for 


the Spirit is given for this Purpoſe, to ſnew us all 
Things that are given us of Gop, whereof Chriſt 
is the Chief. Therefore the Spirit of Chri/t tells us 
that Chriſt i is ours; 3 _ _ 3 — 4 
mene. rtr „Eon 


3 Ki 


- Tuners gy or as ns Aly Sed en this 
xcellencies of Chriſt in the Scripture; 


the iches and Honour that He hath, the Favour 
He is in with his Father, with the Interceſſion that 
He makes in Heaven; ſtudy his Mercy, Goodneſa, 
Offices and Power; and then come home to your- 
ſelves, ſa All this is mine, for is mine; 
the Love " Gor is mine, for Gop Dw Mims, 
and therefore He loves me, becauſe we are both 
one. He loves me with the ſame Love that He 
loves his Son. Thus — make 1 — 
a Chrif is ours. n £4 


4 ur. hew: are we Chrifts#” 1. We are his, 
firſt by bis Father's Gift; for Gop gave Him for 
us, and gives us to Him, as it is in the excellent 
Prayer, Job xvii. 6. Father, thine they were, and 
3 them Me. I had not them of myſelf 

Ce 2 frit, 
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_ firſt, but Thine they were, Thou gaveft them Me 
to redeem them; I die for them, I ſanctify myſelf 
for them that they may be fanRified.” 2. We are 
his by Redemption: Cbriſ took his Nature, that 
He might die for us to purchaſe us. We coſt 
Him dear. As that froward Woman 'wrongfully 
-faid to Moſes, Fhou art a bloody Huſband unto me : 
So Chrift may without Wrong ſay to the Church, 
Thou art a Spouſe of Blood to Me. We were in- 
deed to be his Spouſe ; but firſt He muſt win us 
by Conqueſt in Regard of Satan, and then ſatisfy 
Juſtice. We were in ſuch Debt by Sin, lying un- 
der God's Wrath, fo that till all Debts were paid, 
we could not, in the Way of Juſtice, be given 
as a Spouſe to Chrift. 3. We are Chriſt's 2 
riage alſo; for when He purchaſed us, and paid ſo 
dear for us; when He died and ſatisfied Divine 
Juſtice, He did it with a Purpoſe to eſpouſe us to 
Himſelf. We have — to bring Him but 
Debt and Miſery, web 
ture to diſcharge all, — He might wed us, and 
take us to Himſelf. 4. We are his by Conſent: 
We have paſſed ourſelves over unto Him, He hath 
—_ n— to — and ure e — 


-To abs une uin of this, — are Chrift 
— 5: wn, 1. It is a Point of wondrous 
Comfort, 'Gop will not ſuffer his own to want. 
When we are of Cbriſt's Fe amily, and not only of 
his Family, but of his Body, his Spouſe, can we 
think He will ſuffer us to — that which is need- 
ful? 2. It fenceth us againſt all the Accuſations of 
Satan. I am Chriff's: If Satan hath any Thing to 
fay, let Him go to ei. So in all Temptations, 
ſend Satan whither he ſhould be ſent; that is, to 
Gbrift. 3. This is Ground of Comfort for the 


Time to come, we Wer He is 
Arn T ours. 


upon Him our Na- 


0 % ae Co EAT 


1 prey 


PSPORDMNSS tt =a 


->$F& 


for all Things that are beneficial to us? Lok, 1 
am Thine, ſave me, (faith the Pſalmiſt) Why? ſave 
me? Becauſe I am Thine. 1 am Thine, LoktD, 
teach me and diref# me. The Huſband is to direct 


the Spouſe, the Head: ſhould direct all the Senſes: 


All the Treaſures of Wiſdom are in | Chri/2, as 
all the Senſes are in the Head for the Good of 
the Body. All Fulneſs dwells in Him; therefore 
plead with Him, I want Wifdom, teach me how 


to behave in Troubles, in Dangers, in Fears. If it 


be an Argument ſtrong enough amongſt Men 
__ Men) I am Thine, I am thy Child, I am 

thy Spouſe : Shall we attribute more Mercy to 
ourſelves than to the God of M and Comfort, 


who planted theſe Affections in the Creature? Shall 


He make Men tender and careful over others, and 
ſhall not He Himſelf be careful of his own Flock? 
Do we think that He wili negle& his Jewels, his 


ne- nnn . eee 


Bor you wil urge — * We ſee — 
the Church is uſed even as a ſorlorn Widow, as 
if ſhe had no Huſband in the World; as an Or- 
phan that hath no Father; therefore how doth. this 
ſtand good?” The Anfwer is, All that the Church 


or any particular Chriſtian ſuffers in this World, 


it is Gti there may be a Conformity between 


the Spouſe and the Huſband, The Head wore a 


Crown of Thorns, and went to Heaven through 
Miſery and Abaſement in the World, the loweſt 
— And it is not 1 
would go to Heaven another Way. TEL 


AND what Hurt do Afflictions do? They only 
drive the Church nearet to Cbriſt. The Church 
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ours. What a Plea doth this put into our Mouths, 
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Times have proved the Gong of the gra | 


: Cena. 


FTnvs we ſee what ſprings — * 8 


is ours, and that we are Chris. Let us carry 


this with us even unto Death; and if Times ſhould 
come that Gop ſhould honour us by ſerving Him- 
ſelf of us in our Lives; if Chriſt will have us ſpend 
our Blood, conſider this; I am not mine own in 
Life nor Death; and it is my Happineſs that I am 
not mine own; for if I were mine own, what 
thould I do with myſelf? I ſhould loſe myſelf as 


Adam did. It is therefore my Happineſs that I am 
not mine own, that I am not the Worlds, that 1 


am not the Devils, that none elſe hath to do with 
me, to claim any Intereſt in me, but I am Chri/t's: 


eee * 


— f 

Sur e — df Faithz bor these — 
Words of Faith, as well as of 3 Faith hath 
two Branches. it doth give as well as take. Faith 
receives Chri/t, and ſays, Cbriſt is mine, and the 
ſame Faith ich, I am Chris. Indeed our Souls 
are- ; fo that the main Work of Faith is to 
be an — Mendica manus (as Luther calls 
it) a s Hand to receive; but when it hath 
feceiv'd, it ves back again, both ourſelves and 
all” ve can do- Where Faith is, there will be a 

of ourleve and our Goods, our Stre 

and a again. This diſcovers a a l 
of falſe Faith 2 the World; for undoubtedly if it 


were true Faith, there would be a Yielding- * 


zin. | 
4: % 4 
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— ieee 
Moray of ) Juſtification and Sanctification, I an 
c Cbriſt 1s 
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Church, is che ſame that is in every Particular, 
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mine, his Righteouſneſs is mine for my Juſtifica- 
tion: and I am Chriſt's; there is a — of Faith 
in Sanctification. The ſame Spirit that witneſſeth 
Cbriſt is ours, ſanctifies our Diſpoſition, that we 
can ſay, I am Cbriſts. It ſerves to inſtruct us 
therefore in the neceſſary Connexion of theſe two, 


juſtification and Sanctification, againſt the idle 
Slander of Papiſis, that ſinfully traduce that Doc- 


trine, as if we ſevered Juſtification from Sanctifi- 
cation: No we hold here, that whenſoever Chriſi 


is ours, there is a Spirit of Sanctification in us, to 


yield all to 2 e tho' this * be 1 gr 
ſently perfect. | 


Tuis likewiſe helps us to underſtand the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and the Seals of the Covenant; 
what they inforce and comprize;. not only what 
Gop will do to us, but the Duty we are to do to 
Him again, tho' we do it in his Stren A Co- 


venant holds not on one Side, but on both; Cbriſt 


1s mine, and I am Chriſt's: I will be their Gop, 
but they muſt have Grace to be my People, and then 
the Covenant is made up. The Co 


able us to perform our own Part. 


Any * in the Seals of the Covenant: In Bap- 
tim, Gop doth not only bind Himſelf to do thus 
and thus to us, but dinds us alſo to do again to 
Him. So in the Communion we promiſe to lead 
a new Life; therefore we muſt not think all is well, 
when we have received our Maker, though we 
continue in a fruitleſs Courſe of Life: No, there 
is a Promiſe in the Sacrament, the Seal of the Co- 
venant of Grace, to yield up ourſelves to Gop. 


l an the Nature of Faith in the wl | 


and 


venant of Grace 
is ſo called, becauſe Gop. is ſo gracious as to en- 
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whole —_— whole Church faith, I an 
Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine, I appropti- 

ju 4 Him. - There is a Spirit ef Appebprintion in the 


Whole: And there is ſo in each Particular. =—_ 
15 


Chriſtian may ſay with Paul, I live ly Faitb in 
Son God, that bath loved me, and gave Himſelf 
for me; and with Thomas, my Gon and my Lok. 


Ir follows, He feedeth among the Lillies. The 
feeds his Church among the Lillies, and delights 
Himſelf to be there: The one follows the other, 
eſpecially it is meant of the Church; thoſe that are 
his He feeds among the Lillies. How? Lillies are 
ſuch Kind of Flowers as require a - great Deal of 
Nouriſhment, and grow beſt in rich Ground; 
therefore when ſhe faith, He feeds among the Lillies, 
the Meaning is, He feeds his Church and People 
in rich Paſture; in ſuch Grounds as are ſweet and 
fruitful ; ſuch are, his holy Word, and the Com- 
munion of Saints; theſe are eſpecially the Paſtures 
wherein He feeds his Church. The holy Truths 
of Gop are the Food of the Soul, whereby it is 
cheriſhed and nouriſhed up to Life everlaſting- 
This whole Book is a Kind of Paftora]; therefore 
Chrift in many Places of this Book, takes upon 
Him the Carriage (as it were) of a loving Shep- 
herd, who labours to find out for his Sheep the 
fruitfulleſt and ſweeteſt Paſtures, that they may 
grow up as Calves of the Stall. 
Ip aſk why we muſt grow up and be fed 
fill? 4} Dobut < your — whether there 
be not a Renewing of Corruption which 
breaks out every Day. Therefore we have Need 
to feed every Day anew upon the Promiſes; po 


——— 


_ - —— * — LAY 


Ws wo Wa 7  wa- 


| Betwixt Chriſt and bis Church. 321 


old Promiſes with new Aﬀections. Somewhat 
breaks out ever and anon, which abaſeth the Soul 
of a Chriſtian, that makes him go with a ſharp Ap- 
petite to the bleſſed Truths that feed his Soul. 2. 


Again, we need a great Deal of Strength, which 


muſt be fetched from the bleſſed Word of Gop, 
whereby we are able to withſtand all the Power of 
the Devil. "Therefore you may ſee what Kind of 
Atheiſtical Creatures thoſe are, and how much they 
are to be regarded that turn off all with a Com- 


pendium in Religion; Tuſh if we know that we 


muſt. believe in Chris we know enough: As if 
there were not a Neceſſity of Growing ſtill further 
and further in diſtin Knowledge. Alas! the Soul 
needs to be fed continually, it will ſtagger elſe and 
be unſufficient to ſtand againſt Temptation,' or to 
perform Duties. e ow e 


| You. may ſee further, that there is Fulneſs no 


where but in Gop's Houſe; that there and there 


only is that which ſatisfieth the Soul. Not only the 
Promiſes, but the very Rebukes of the Scripture 
are ſweet. They ate Rebukes of a Friend and feed 
the Soul; for we have many Corruptions which hin- 
der our Communion with Gop, ſo that a Chriſtian 
delights to have his Corruptions rebuked; for he 
knows if he leaves them, he ſhall grow into further 
Communion with Chriſti, wherein ſtands his Hap- 
pineſs in this World, and the Fulneſs of his Happi- 
neſs. in the World to comme. h WESY 


IF this be ſo, let us know then, that when we 
come to Religion we loſe not the Sweetneſs of our 
Lives, but only tranſlate them to a far more excel- 
lent Condition. Perhaps we fed before upon (as it 
were) Gravel; but now we have holy Truths to 
delight our Soul. Believe it, a Man never hoon 
4 A 4 | what 


* 
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2 ——— is 'till he be down- right and ſincere 
— Therefore Auſlin ſaith of himſelf, 
| Lons —.— my former Lift was nothing but  Huſts, 
Things; now I know where $weetneſs is; it is 

| 24 Nord and Truth. Therefore let us not miſ- 
conceive of Religion, as of a dull Thing, wherein 
we muſt loſe all Comfort: No, we have no Com- 
fort till we be religious indeed. Cbriſt feeds not 
His among the Thorns and Briars. Doſt thou think 


He feeds thee among unſavoury, harſh Things? 
No, He feeds among the Lillies. Let us make uſe 


of this for our Souls Comfort, W 


"with the oo of Chrift. 


Tue like Place you 2 Al 17. He fol 
Feed his Fleck like a Shepherd; He hall gather th: 
Lambs with his Arms, and carry them in his Boſom, 


He leads them into the Paſtures and feeds them 
—— and ſweetly; not only with ſweet Things, 
tender e As a Shepherd, He takes in- 
to his Boſom the poor Lambs that cannot walk 
themſelves; and the Sheep chat are _ with 
Young, He cares for them. He gently leads them 
that are poor, weak Chriſtians, that le with 
many Temptations and Corruptions. % hath 
a — of them, He carries them (as it were) 
in his Boſom and in his Arms, and leads them 
; for indeed all Chris Sheep are weak, e- 
very one hath ſomewhat to complain of; therefore 
He feeds them tenderly and L or elſe the 


might periſh. 


_ - Cons1DptR then the Neceſſity of ſpiritual 
Strength, that we have need to grow up more and 
more in Chriſtianity. To be Feeding ſtill, we 
have need of * aĩth and ſtrong — on 
$231 4 1 


and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with Young: 8 
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navi ut Chriſt and his Church. 323 


Chrift is ours, and that we are his. Let us often. 
frequent every Ordinance of Gop, and we ſhall 
find Chri/t blefling his own Ordinances: So that we 
ſhall be able to ſay in Truth of Heart experimen- 
tally and feelingly with the Church, My Beloved is 
mine, and I am his: He feedeth among the Lillies. 
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